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Editorial

The latest ‘Propwash’ from New Zealand tells of the impact of Cyclone Gabrielle on their
Awatoto flying field which has been all but totally wiped out’

*Monday 13th February.*  Disaster day !!
Hawkes Bay and much of the North Island has suffered one of the worst natural disasters in our
history. Cyclone Gabrielle has wreaked  havoc across the country and here in Hawkes Bay the
devastation is now only starting to be revealed with the tragic loss of lives and the ruination of
infrastructure, homes and livelihoods becoming apparent.
Awatoto Field is a mess with most of our facilities  having been affected, and presently  without
access all is conjecture.  Much of the fencing is compromised and the Deans and Shade shelters
severely damaged, and our field toilet and storage shed gone, I think on its way to Chile!!
Belay that,  don’t trust the rumour mill, the toilet shed is still in place beside the stop bank over its
poohole !!  The club access road condition is unknown at this stage, but one would suspect with the
silt and the debris it will be out of action a while.  What the future holds who
knows, most people have more on their minds at present so clean up and planning will have to take
their place.

And we in UK think we have flying field problems

Awatoto field as it was for the ‘Warbirds over Awatoto 2023’ meeting.

Pits view to the east

Pits view to the west

Extracts from the latest edition of the ‘Model Flying Hawkes Bay’ magazine ‘Propwash’
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Editorial continued:

Here we go again, the outdoor season is under way, the delayed 1st coupe event has been flown
and results are within.
Unfortunately our Cagnarata meeting has had to be transferred to Salisbury plain, the South
Bristol club were unable to get a licence for the meeting at RAF Colerne.
Indoor meetings are still being flown and I ask, once again, for short reports and a few pictures
from the events. Some of you may eventually pluck up courage to write a few words, readers
really are interested to see and hear reports. If you doubt your literary skills a few pictures
with captions will be gratefully received.

What have we got in this issue?

 Martin Pike reports on the first indoor event at his newly acquired venue in Bangor. It
appears he is building up a following. He just has to get the balance right between the
R/C and FF flying slots. Martin is to be applauded for getting indoors in Wales underway.
His inaugural meetings in Bethesda he underwrote personally and his efforts appear now
to be bearing fruit.

 Martin Hurda from the Czech Republic highlights another of his models, this time the
‘Le Timide’ by Rene Jossien. This model is a mini-vintage contest winner, particularly in
the hands of our Chairman Tony. I have one or two more articles on his creations in hand
for future issues.

 There is Vintage Clarion, an amusing epistle written by a MAX taken from my oldest
copy of the paper back Clarion, September 1965. More to come from Max taken from
my oldest versions of our magazine. He is very Pylonius like in his amusing sideways look
at this hobby of ours.

 Peter Hall has been sounding out another of the regular Coupe flyers. This time it’s
Dr.Jim Paton who explains his approach to coupe flying. He professes to having a
somewhat cavalier attitude towards competition but unlike the Cavaliers from the
Cromwell era he is a winner.

 There is another of Ray Malmstrom’s masterpieces from the book 60 years of IVCMAC,
this time it’s the ‘Martian’, a diminutive tandem wing model for 0.5cc engines. The
number of models this iconic modeller has designed is astounding and the fact that a
good number of the plans for them are drawn on one A4 sheet of paper is surprising.

 Gavin Manion reports on the delayed 8th Coupe de Brum in detail together with the
results. Gavin himself came out as leader of the pack. He flies well on his own muck heap
it would appear (no offence towards Luffenham intended)

 Peter Hall & Roy Vaughn follow up with a report on 2nd area event and Southern Coupe
League table standings.

 I’ve featured the ‘Peintenpol Air Camper’, a likely candidate for the scale modeller. A
simple box like aircraft which should make a good competitive scale indoor flier.

 Interspersed are the usual extracts from the various magazines of the past.

 Roy Tiller continues to pick out bits and bobs from his archive stock of old magazines.
This issue from the original Model Airplane News published in 1929.

 Secretary Roger Newman winds up this issue with his monthly report and the three
plans from our store.

Editor
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Bangor Indoors - Martin Pike

We had our first indoor meeting in Bangor this weekend. It was a great success. The
University-owned hall (the Brailsford Centre) is in upper Bangor, easy to access with
parking.

The hall is much larger than the hall we had been using (6 badminton courts cf 4, and a
higher ceiling). We had around 19 attendees, with several new faces.

A number of R/C flyers came, some of whom had not flown free-flight models since
childhood. Rory's friend LEo was in charge of photos, maybe not as many action shots
as I'd have wished. I spent most of my time playing host and helping people to fly, but
did get a few flights in.
All agreed that the new hall was better, so we will be booking further events there. I
wonder to myself why I'd not looked into hiring this hall previously. It is more expensive
(£39/hr cf £28/hr), but as long as we have enough people (>10), costs can be covered
with a reasonable entrance fee.
An R/C flyer commented that on occasion people were milling about in the centre of
the floor. Fair enough, I must remember to ask people to avoid staying in the middle.
However the same person was flying the largest R/C model, that rather dominated the
flying space - a hazard to FF planes and disturbing the air (although we do not yet have
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many FF duration models). As I recall from Thorns Indoor, Colin Shepherd dealt with
that by having separate FF and R/C sessions, rather than subdividing the hall. I’ll have
to look into that for next time.

On a different tack, Rory and I have booked accommodation in Walsall to attend the
R/C and FF Indoor Scale Nationals, 22-23rd April.
Of course, my new Auster J/4 will be a seasoned flyer by then (I live in hope - it is
just fuselage sides and parts at present).
I hope to report for a future issue.

Rory Pike with a diminutive R/C Drone

The ever popular ‘Hangar Rat’ circling the hall & heading for the waiting basketball beams

Martin Pike
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My Models No.4 - Martin Hurda (Czech Republic)

Le Timide (1949)
by Rene Jossien
40inch / 101cm

Engine: Mp Jet classic diesel 040 ( 0.6ccm)
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Martin Hurda (Czech Republic)
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News Review - Model Aircraft February 1948

Model Aircraft February 1948
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Zeppelins: continued - Editor

Extracts from the book ‘The Zeppelin Story’ by John Christopher
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Editor
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Vintage Clarion - MAX

Extract from the old paperback Clarion September 1995
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MAX
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Indoor Isn’t for Everyone 63 - Nick Peppiatt

BMFA South Midlands Area Indoor Extravaganza 2023
Following on from the successful SMAE Centenary meeting in March last year (see report IIFE
52, in NC May 2022), this event again took place in the large sports hall at Wycombe Leisure
Centre on Sunday, 12th February. This time three twenty minute slots were held in each hour,
for scale and slow-flying R/C models, shockies and free-flight.

View down the length of the hall during a slow-flying session. The pits are on the left.
Look at the lovely, large space for flying! There are at least nine planes there, but hard to spot.

The busiest slots seemed to be the R/C slow flying/scale ones. At one point I counted eighteen
transmitters being held in a row. Such is the wonder of the electronics of current 2.4GHz
systems that this works very well. There was no sign of interference, all models appeared to
be under good control and, in fact, mid-airs were very few.

Leigh Richardson’s display of Leigh with the Granger brothers Linnet,
mainly wall-paper foam models. predecessor of the Archaeopteryx.

I thought the number of free-flighters present somewhat disappointing, but those of us who
were there made very good use of this excellent site. Leigh Richardson turned up once again
with his large fleet of beautifully built models, mainly from polystyrene wall-paper foam, but



18

some built from traditional sticks and tissue. Like me, he likes obscure aeroplanes. I asked him
about the Amazon Falcon racing plane model that he had brought along last year. This had been
puzzling me, as I could not track down any information about it. He readily confessed that it
was a spoof, made for his father!

Leigh’s Luton Martin Monoplane. Bill Hannan designed General Aristocrat peanut,
If it looks somewhat familiar, the original built by Leigh
used D.H. 53 Hummingbird components.

The SAM35Speaks editor, Colin Hutchinson, had brought along a good variety of models, but
his attempts at CO2 flying were initially thwarted. The aluminium SodaStream CO2 bottle
usually has an ACME thread. However, in this case the thread of the bottle he had brought
along was the same form as that of the old steel bottles, which SodaStream no longer re-fill.
Of course, the filler adaptors he had were for the ACME thread.

Colin Hutchinson’s 18” span Rambler Brown CO2 fillers from Lindsey Smith’s estate.
with Gasparin G-28. Flies well indoors and out Top, 2mm, with brass adaptor. Bottom, 1.6mm.

Sean’s Baby ‘Toots’ North Pacific Sleek Streek
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John Foster was also at the meeting and showed me the conversion of Lindsey Smith’s CO2

filler adaptor that Gerard Moore had made. The nut of the brass adaptor of Lindsey’s fitted
the old SodaStream thread, but there was no means of depressing the plunger to release the
gas. Gerard had cleverly produced a modification to do this. Putting two and two together I
suggested to John that he lent it to Colin, and it was successfully used it to get his CO2 models
flying including his Gasparin G-28 powered reduced sized replica of Gil Shurman’s Rambler.
It was a good test of Gerard’s modifications.

Another model that attracted me was a 13” wingspan Baby ‘Toots’, originally designed by Karl
Dieckman and published in Modal Airplane News in April 1950. The plans were also re-printed
in Vic Smeed’s ‘Flying Models Favourites of the Fifties’ and are available on Outerzone. This
design was also claimed to be suitable for Brown Campus A100 power. Certainly the thin
horizontal cylindrical tank would fit well in the fuselage. The use of a more recent CO2 motor
with a fatter tank mounted closer to the vertical would be more challenging.

My old pal John Michie lost a foam surfaced rubber powered model in the ceiling furniture. It
was successfully located at a Saturday evening R/C only meeting a couple of weeks later by a
first person view drone and nudged out.

I flew a Micro-Tyro, constructed in Depron foam to the design by Arnaldo Correia published in
the September 2017 edition of AeroModeller, the Stevens Aero FlyBaby Bipe and the modified
KeilKraft Piper Super Cruiser in the R/C slow-fly slots.
For free-flight I flew a couple of Peanuts, FRED and Ganagobie, the Sablatnig SF-4 Triplane,
the Bostonian Sorta Korda and a North Pacific Sleek Streek. I had dug the latter out of the
loft for Colin Hutchinson’s benefit, as he had remembered flying them in his youth but could
not remember the details. It must have been last flown over 40yrs ago.

The six hour meeting went remarkably quickly and, again, I did not take enough photos! I
thought the slot arrangements worked well as far as I was concerned – flying in two, then a
twenty minute break to recover, have a natter and prepare for the next slot. There are some
film clips of the meeting on youtube: -

BMFA South Midland Indoor Flying Extravaganza 2023! - YouTube

Thanks are due to Brian Seymour and his team from the High Wycombe & DMAC for running
the event.

Crawley moves to Burgess Hill
I have received notice that the next BMFA South
East Area Indoor meet, which was held in the
Crawley sports halls for many years, has been
booked.
It will be held in the:

Triangle Leisure Centre in Burgess Hill
on 18th February 2024, so please make a note in

your diaries.

Indoor Scale Nationals
The 2023 BMFA Scale Free Flight Indoor
Nationals will take place on Sunday April 23rd.
The venue is again Wolverhampton University
Sports Hall (which is actually in Walsall).

Nick Peppiatt
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Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller July 1956
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Aeromodeller July 1956
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Couprofile No.10: Jim Paton - Peter Hall

1. Jim, well, Doctor Jim really, having laid down your scalpel you picked it up again and
began your balsa cutting career about twenty years ago? You’ve concentrated on competition
rubber free flight especially vintage Wakefield and Coupe, tell us a bit about your experience.
You fly a Bukin factory- built Coupe , the only one I’ve seen in competition. What do you think
of it compared with locked- down models?

I’ve been intermittently aeromodelling since I was 5! I got a Jetex 50 for my seventh birthday.
I suspect I got a lot of help from my father. Success was limited. Milestones since then
included radio control and free flight at the Liverpool club’s airfield at Woodvale, R/C with my
teenage son and competitive R/C soaring in the BARCS league. Living near Malvern slope soaring
figured prominently.
Free flight rubber took off on a neighbor’s field about 20 years ago, starting with a KK
Competitor. Flights varied from 30 to 45 seconds. The wife got a part time job in Oxford and
I bought a Bukin carbon fibre F1G to fly at Port Meadow. At the time we had a pay rise to sell
our soul to the computer from Tony Blair. It cost £220 and came from someone very helpful
in California. I can’t remember his name. I couldn’t believe how well it flew compared with Keil
Kraft kits. The first flight on half turns I was so excited I forgot to set the d/t as I wasn’t
using the wing wiggler or vit. It got down to 20 feet or so and then descended no more as it
flew towards the houses. In those days I retrieved by running after it. As it approached the
houses it slowly rose, flew over them never to be seen again. I promptly did a bit extra work
and ordered another. A year later I ordered a second which failed to arrive, so I ordered
another and the two arrived together. For many years I had three, the original being the best.
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I competed and trimmed solely in F1G with these till I retired. At its peak I didn’t win the
nationals. I forgot to enter the time for my fourth flight. I did 5 maxes and flew in the fly-
off finding better air than the other competitor. Only to be told by Trevor Grey that I only
had 4 maxes. Such was, and is, my cavalier attitude.
When I retired I decided to make a model for every rubber class and entered a phase of
industrious building. With diversification initially came some success. Nowadays I realise that
most of my models are too heavy and have acquired more competitive models from the recently
deceased, notably my good friend Ted Tyson who died a couple of years ago.
Concerning my vintage models, my favorite class is mini vintage, being only three rounds, and
my favorite model is the Buckeridge lightweight. I have three specimens, all of which have been
treed a few times, so worse for wear. I have 4 and 8 ounce Wakefields to compete with also,
but they use up so much rubber.

2. How do you pick the air ?

Regarding finding lift, I have two guaranteed methods. First is to use Chris Redrup’s thermistor
and streamer and the second is to launch when someone tells me to. My tendency is to launch
during a lull with rising temperature. Without instruments I have no idea whether the
temperature is rising or falling. I can tell when there is a lull. I have yet to try launching with
the infill. It’s all obviously a black art.

4. Do you have any developments in mind for your Coupes?

Regarding factory built versus home-made coupes. The Bukins are overweight and this is a big
disadvantage. I have cannibalized one to give it rdt, auto rudder, no vit and no wing wiggler. It
is much lighter and performs best. My original best Bukin flew away on two flat batteries, one
for the gps and one for the rdt. I won’t replace it.
These days I have just inherited a few of Robin Kimber’s collection of homemade F1Gs which
perform well. I shall try competing with them this season.
I rather like flying open rubber also with my 50 grammers and my Last Resorts, which I am
told are appropriately named, as it is easier to max with them. F1G is difficult. .

Jim launches, Bernard Aslett times

Peter Hall/Jim Paton
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The ‘Martian’ - Ray Malmstrom

From the book 60 years of IVCMAC, courtesy Chris Strachan
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Ray Malmstrom

From the book 60 years of IVCMAC (Impington Village College Model Aeroplane Club)
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Engine Analysis: Webra 2.5R - Aeromodeller Annual 1958-59

Aeromodeller Annual 1958-59
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8th. Coupe de Brum - Gavin Manion

8th Grande Coupe de Birmingham 2022 Flown 19th Feb 2023

Keen Clarion readers will be aware that the first attempt to hold this event in December
unfortunately failed. The reasons behind that and the subsequent decision to reschedule have
all been explained in a previous issue so I won’t bore you with them again.
The forecast for a few days before the event was for a cool windy day and this might have put
off some potential attendees. In fact the day was bright and even mild with sunshine for much
of the time. The later on-line forecast of around 10-15 mph westerly was about what we had
so best summed up as bright and breezy; we can all live with that.
A westerly breeze is a mixed blessing at North Luffenham. It gives the full width of the field
for retrieval but puts the flight line just downwind of the working dog compound and treeline
and so it was turbulent. What can make Luffenham difficult, particularly in a westerly, is the
presence of the Parascending Club. Mercifully they were not flying, maybe they were put off
by the forecast as well?
Many thanks go to Kris Best who once again CD’d the event, her friendly and wise input is a key
part of the “Grande Coupe Experience”. As in previous years she laid on some wonderful food
at the control desk for all to have; croissants in the morning (how French), followed by
savouries at lunchtime. These were much appreciated by competitors and commented on by all
during the day.
She had us underway at 10.00 prompt having decided that the max for the first two rounds of
F1G, and thus for all flights of the Pre-1970 Coupe class, would be 90s. Given the brisk wind
and turbulence this seemed a reasonable decision and indeed only two flyers were clear by
midday. Kris decided to hold the max at this throughout the contest though, as is often the
case, the day calmed as evening approached. A max in the final round travelled just 450m (I
know because I was using my new GPS tracking system for the first time).
By midday the day had become one of bubbling cloud in a blue sky with the sun popping in and
out. Thermals were relatively frequent and well-marked, normally by the classic “lull-and-feels-
warm” technique but maxes were hard to come by for many and that must have been down to
the confusing effects of turbulence.
Four fliers took the opportunity to “Double-Up” their F1G and Pre-1970 flights. This feature
is proving a popular way to fly both classes without doing 8 flights which is always a big ask
even on a calm day. A particularly successful exponent was Peter Woodhouse who managed a
first and a second place with just five flights dropping just one of them in the process. In an
email to me he wrote “I flew my Michel Etienvre’s coupe in its first competition, (built circa
April 2019) with its new and properly formed propeller blade and it just flew on rails. (I’m)
really pleased with it.” And so he should be; this simple nearly 70-year-old design has proved
very successful when flown well on a thermally day.
On this tricky day several were unlucky to drop a flight or two so there were no fly-offs
required to determine the places. In F1G Gavin Manion maxed out closely followed by Peter
Woodhouse with just the one 9 second drop. In third place Stu Darmon short D/T’d to drop a
second (!) in round 4 but a dislodged motor peg really spoiled his final flight. These three along
with Bert Whitehead were well clear of the following pack.
Pre-1970 Coupe, which includes as a subclass Vintage Coupe for pre-1958 designs, had but one
“Classic Coupe”. The later designs have never been popular and thus far have shown no
advantage over the earlier ones. This is strange because by the mid ‘60’s the French knew all
about how to makes coupes fly properly. Get out there and look up designs from that era by
Landeau, Meritte, Pierre-Bes and others and show us all what a Classic Coupe can do.
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As in previous years the event was dominated by Vintage designs with the Etienvre as popular
as ever though Steve Philpott managed his two maxes with his Fuit which is a much prettier
model and so is to be recommended!
Peter Woodhouse’s first round 81sec was enough to beat Philpott with 72sec into second place
overall. Unfortunately, this simple arithmetic was inexplicably and repeatedly not noticed at
prize giving when their order was reversed. This has since been completely resolved to the
satisfaction of the fliers and Peter will be awarded the Vintage Plate for his efforts when
opportunity allows. Hard on the heels of these two was Chris Redrup who says that his
previously all conquering Etienvre needs some work following crash repairs. These three
extended a comfortable lead over the rest of the field.
As the sun went down the day became cold so there was little delay in organising the prize-
giving. Kris Best was master of ceremonies with wine for Firsts, Seconds and Thirds.  A happy
tradition is for Aeromodeller Editor Andrew Boddington to present the lovely Aeromodeller
Trophy for F1G, he also bought along Aeromodeller Magazine art covers for winners which were
well received. The organisers are very grateful for Andrew’s continuing support of this event.
So that was the delayed 2022 Birmingham Coupe. It seemed to be well enjoyed by those who
competed and the organisers are grateful for those who attended, in some cases having
travelled a good distance to be there. Perhaps the ready access to on-line forecasts can put
people off attending on a day which was so much better than predicted.
The 9th 2023 event will take place probably in early December and probably at North
Luffenham. Look out for details in “the press” later on in the year. As ever you are all most
welcome.

Results F1G (times in seconds)

Entrant R1 R2 R3 R4 R5 Total Position
Gavin Manion 90 90 90 90 90 450 1
Peter Woodhouse 81 90 90 90 90 441 2
Stu Darmon 90 90 90 89 70 429 3
Bert Whitehead 86 74 90 80 90 420 4
Michael Marshall 75 79 65 90 21 330 5
Ray Elliott 52 54 75 81 63 325 6
Colin Foster 61 80 53 0 0 194 7
Chris Redrup 43 52 0 0 0 95 8
Roy Vaughn 90 0 0 0 0 90 9
Spencer Willis 41 0 0 0 0 41 10
Mike Woodhouse 10 0 0 0 0 10 11

Results Pre-1970 Coupes (times in seconds)

Entrant R1 R2 R3 Total Posn Model Class

Peter Woodhouse 81 90 90 261 1 Etienvre/Jump Bis Vintage

Steve Philpott 72 90 90 252 2 Jump Bis/Fuit Vintage

Chris Redrup 90 77 76 243 3 Etienvre Vintage

Colin Foster 61 80 53 194 4 Etienvre/Jump Bis Vintage

Phil Ball 53 73 56 182 5 Curry-Dore Vintage

Ray Elliot * 52 54 75 181 6 Bilgri Mini Classic

* Ray Elliot also placed 1st in Classic Coupe
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8th.Coupe de Brum Pictorial
Pictures courtesy Geoff Smith

Kris Best & co kept things running smoothly

Steve Philpott couples up Stuart Darmon waits for lift

Gavin Manion tends his tiddler Chris Redrup with Roy Vaughn on bins

Gavin Manion
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Southern Coupe League - Peter Hall/Roy Vaughn

Southern Coupe League 2023 BMFA Second Area

The weather last year was, on average, the best since 2008. and things can only get better.
But March is always dodgy and the 2nd Area Coupe event was attended only by the fittest
and keenest. Six flew and all I have is Gavin Manion’s report from Barkston. Gavin says:

Bloody 'ell yesterday’s 2nd Area at Barkston was windy.
It was never cold and there wasn't a speck of snow to be seen but that wind was relentlessly
strong. I say relentless but in the afternoon, when it was if anything stronger, the lulls were
easier to spot, I made my best flights under the afternoon cloud cover.
I flew my Bagatelle until runway rash abraded the wingtips beyond balsa cement gobbing was
ever going to cure; I just couldn't miss the concrete.
Changed to the "good ol' No5" and made a very near max and finally my only max of the day. I
flew it with Vintage Coupe 10x1/8th motors because:
a) I had made up a number of them and
b) I reasoned a longer run would give some chance of a climb after being tipped upside down
by the turbulence at about 20seconds in. Maybe I've learned something??
I was beaten on the field by (drum roll) Ivan Taylor who was gifted an ageing Kris Best coupe
a week ago, basically rebuilt the wing and "trimmed" it in the small field behind his house. He
was a few seconds ahead with his two maxes.
Good news is that Ivan "likes these coupe things", maybe we have a Dusan replacement.

(Gavin is referring here to Dusan Jiricny who has returned home to Czechoslovakia after a very
successful stay here flying Coupe for Birmingham.)

And so, after two events Gavin heads the League table. There are seven more to go and all you
have to do is turn up and wind.

Second Area - Results
Entrant Club Score

1 I.Taylor Birmingham 12
2 S.Fielding Morley 9
3 G.Manion Birmingham 8
4 P.Woodhouse Morley 7
4 S.Willis Croydon 7
6 S.Darmon Birmingham 5

League Standings after Round 2
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Total

1 G. Manion Birmingham 12 8 20
2 P. Woodhouse Morley 9 7 16
3 S. Darmon Birmingham 8 5 13
4 I. Taylor Birmingham 12 12
5 S. Fielding Morley 9 9
6 S. Willis Croydon 1 7 8
7 B. Whitehead Peterbro’ 7 7
8 M. Marshall Impington 6 6
9 R. Elliott Croydon 5 5

10 C. Foster Morley 4 4
11 C. Redrup Crookham 3 3
12 R. Vaughn Crookham 2 2
13 M. Woodhouse Vikings 0

Peter Hall/Roy Vaughn
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The Pietenpol Air Camper - Wikipedia

The Pietenpol Air Camper is a simple parasol wing homebuilt aircraft designed by Bernard H. Pietenpol. The first prototype
that became the Air Camper was built and flown by Pietenpol in 1928.

Role Amateur-built airplane
Manufacturer Pietenpol
Designer Bernie Pietenpol
First flight 1928 with Model A engine, May 1929
Status Plans available (2015)

Variants Grega GN-1 Aircamper St Croix Pietenpol Aeria
Pietenpol Sky Scout St Croix Pietenpol Aircamper

Development
The Air Camper was designed to be built of spruce and plywood. One of Pietenpol's goals was to create a plane that was
affordable and easy to construct for home builders. Building an Air Camper requires basic woodworking skills and tools.
Builders also need to fabricate some metal fittings to attach the wooden parts together. Some welding is required.
Pietenpol Aircamper Plans were originally published in a four-part serial in the "Flying and Glider" Manual of 1932-33.

The original model was flown using an Ace four cylinder water-cooled engine. The Model A Ford engine later became the
standard powerplant used; the design was first flown with one in May 1929.

Air Camper with a Ford Model A engine

UK variant Pietenpol Air Camper
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In the 1960s Bernard Pietenpol began to favour converted engines from Chevrolet Corvair automobiles. The Corvair flat
six was higher horsepower, smoother, and significantly lighter, compared to the Model A, and was similar to those already
available for general aviation use. The length of a Pietenpol varies with the engine choices, as lighter engines needed to
be mounted further forward for weight and balance reasons. Over the years over 30 different engines have flown in the
Pietenpol Air Camper. Many modern Pietenpol builders prefer Continental A65, C85 or C90 air-cooled flat fours. Several
examples of the Aircamper have been built in Europe and in 2012 were still flying.
In the 1920s and 1930s, kits were available for the design, but there were none available again until 2015 when the
Pietenpol Aircraft Company introduced a kit version of the Air Camper, with components supplied by Aircraft Spruce &
Specialty. The kit includes all parts except the engine, dope, fabric covering, and hardware.

Wikipedia
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DBHLibrary (Magazines) - Roy Tiller

Report No.146 Our earliest magazines, continued.
Next in the look at U.S.A. magazines we come to Model Airplane News but not as you know it.
We have just a photocopy of Model Airplane News Vol.
1 No. 1 dated January 1929, edited and published by
Sal Messina. This is a 28-page publication, slightly
smaller than A4 in page size, for which a subscription
appears to be required at $2.00 per year.
Page two announced a competition with prizes for the
most successful flying model weighing over 14 ounces.
The rules (printed below) require a model built from
M.A.N. plans to be photographed in flight, with the
flight to be witnessed by “prominent persons”.

The only choice of model at date of
publication is the scale model of the
“Dornier Super Wal”.

This month’s article gives
details of the fuselage
construction, the rubber
motor mounting and the
arrangements for the
chain drive to a
countershaft and further
chain drive to the tractor
and pusher propellers.
Part two is promised next
month.
The editor/publisher
declared “Of course I am
not as large as the other
magazines but I hope to
be before long.”
Alas, he was up against
big publishing groups and

it seems that this first “M.A.N.” lasted just a few months.
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Model Airplane News, “A McFadden Publication”,
appeared in July 1929 with a full colour cover, and 48
pages measuring nearly 9” X 12” all for a cover price of 15
cents or $1.50 for a 12-month subscription.
In line with the style of the day, there were a couple of
fiction articles: “The Flying Black Sheep” and “The Man
They Didn’t Get”.

The model construction article is
for a 36” wingspan rubber
powered model of the “Ford Tri-
Motor Monoplane which will rise

from the ground and fly by its own power”. A total of 12 pages are devoted to this model with
full-size plans on the centre spread and five other pages. This model is not an easy build, but
remember this is 1929, the materials are mainly “wood or reed” which must be boiled for 20
minutes to facilitate bending. The plans have big black dots, indicating where the nails should
be placed to hold the parts in shape whilst drying. Building instructions for the fuselage include
“First nail and glue the longerons (the long
bars) to the vertical cross pieces and nose
struts. Use ½” Model nails and plenty of glue,
but be sure to drill 1/32” holes through the
longerons before driving in the nails.” The
two sides are then joined together, the cross
pieces being set just in front of the vertical
pieces in order that the nails may pass each
other.
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The wing construction is even
more difficult, I certainly cannot
make out from the drawings and
the instructions how the rib cap
strips are attached to the
leading or trailing edges.
I did not find any detail of the
propeller other than “Screw on
the propeller until it rests tightly
against the flange. Be sure that

the curved edge of the propeller faces forward.”
Perhaps such things were resolved by the acquisition of a kit of parts.

Plans and instructions, as in the magazine, available by email to those desiring a really vintage
project but the Kit of parts may no longer be in stock.

Roy Tiller, tel 01202 511309, Email roy.tiller@ntlworld.com

Roy Tiller
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Secretary’s Notes for April 2023 - Roger Newman

Secretary's Notes for April 2023
Very little to report this month due primarily to continued absence from home & inactivity on
my part.
Only significant point to note is that RAF Colerne will not be available for our planned
Cagnarata Day on 24th July, so the event will now take place on Area 8 of Salisbury Plain.
Few more pics following on from last month's ones on the aeromodelling scene in Holland –
mostly pre WW2.
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Roger Newman
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Plans for the Month - Roger Newman

Glider: The Buzzard a 1939 an early Veron design

Rubber: Cloudcraft DH Leopard Moth – indoor scale
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Power: Max Holste MH 152 – pretty scale model from July 1955 Aeromodeller

Roger Newman
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For Sale

For sale: KK Scorpion Plan

This is the plan of the 44” version
I have had a change of mind and would like to sell a plan of the Keil Kraft Scorpion, which I
have had enlarged to 72" wingspan.
I had planned on using an OS 25 but realised on seeing the plan it would need a 40 size
engine. I also realised that the model would be a little too large a project for this aging
modeller.
You can view the plan of the original 66" version > www.rcgroup.com kk scorpion66 rc.
The plan measured 76"long x 44"wide and comes in a large brown tube as one huge single
drawing.
If any member fancies building the model I am open to offers to purchase the plan
Please call me for more information.
Email barry.mourant@btinternet.com Tel : 01483 574765 Barry Mourant

For Sale:
Maxaid Glider Winch, with 50 metres of 50lb Dayglo orange Stren monofilament towline £10
Contact Martin Dilly at Tel: 02087775533 or email: martindilly20@gmail.com

The
Plan Enlarger
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Provisional Events Calendar 2023
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

February 26th Sunday BMFA 1st Area Competitions

March 12th Sunday BMFA 2nd Area Competitions
March 26th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area Competitions

April 7th Good Friday Northern Gala, Barkston
April 10th Easter Monday Croydon Wakefield Day + SAM1066,

Salisbury Plain
April 29th Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
April 16th Sunday Le Petit Classique de Brum, N Luffenham
April 30th Sunday London Gala, Salisbury Plain

May 7th Sunday Crookham Gala, Salisbury Plain
May 27th Saturday FF Nationals, Salisbury Plain
May 28th Sunday FF Nationals, Salisbury Plain

June 4th Sunday FF Nationals, Mini, N Luffenham
June18th Sunday BMFA 4th Area Competitions

July 9th Sunday BMFA 5th Area Competitions
July 23rd Sunday SAM1066 Cagnarata Day, Salisbury Plain
July 29th Saturday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe
July 30th Sunday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe

August 20th Sunday Southern Gala, Salisbury Plain

September 2nd Saturday Stonehenge Cup, Salisbury Plain
September 3rd Sunday Equinox Cup, Salisbury Plain
September 17th Sunday BMFA 6th Area Competitions

October 1st Sunday BMFA 7th Area Competitions
October 8th Sunday Croydon Coupe Day + SAM1066

Salisbury Plain
October 15th Sunday BMFA 8th Area Competitions
October 28th Saturday Midland Gala, Venue, Barkston

November 5th or 12th Sunday Buckminster Gala, BMFA Centre

Dates for events are confirmed as: Croydon Wakefield Day 10th April; Crookham Gala 7th May; SAM 1066
Cagnarata Day RAF Colerne (provisional - subject to grant of licence) 23rd July; Croydon Coupe Day 8th Oct;
There will be a couple of SAM 1066 events on both Croydon days. All on Area 8 of SP.

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website –
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check the website
www.SAM35.org
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Useful Websites

SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight Society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kits - www.belairkits.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Vintage Radio Control - www.norcim-rc.club
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, Patrik Gertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
John Andrews www.johnandrewsaeromodeller.webs.com
Switzerland www.gummimotor.ch

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership Secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least

one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested

in your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


