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Editorial

September already, time flies when you’re having fun. Please don’t forget to pen a few words
on your exploits for others to read about them. That’s what this magazine is all about.

There will be another meeting of the SAM 35/SAM 1066 Amalgamation Committee shortly to
finalise the introduction of SAM UK, if any of you have any opinions you would like to express
please advise:

Myself: johnhandrews33@outlook.com tel.01788 562632
or Tony: tonyshepherd50@hotmail.com tel.07811 875207

OK, what have we got this issue?

 Nick Peppiatt continues with the construction of his ‘Swallow’ indoor scale model.
 One Chris Boll seeks the identity of a modeller in a picture he has acquired.
 1957. Pylonius has a dig at the uninformed parents of the day, and a flash back to the

early days of compressed air models.
 Following on from my Baulby indoor article Peter Watt also reminisces.
 Here and There 1954 reports on the Wakefield Trophy held in the States and also has

a piece on radio control developments, suggesting the imminent need for splitting into
two classes.

 Engine Analysis from Aeromodeller September 1953 is the Tyfoon R250.
 We have an identity query from Canada.
 Martin Pike tells us of his KK models flying over his local bog, including pictures of the

models.
 Cleemac KK Rubber Day.
 The aircraft this month is Lindbergh’s ‘Spirit of St. Louis’. Looks like it would be a good

subject for a Peanut Scale model.
 A comedy piece from the 1948 Aeromodeller Annual.
 Model Aircraft 1954 has a piece on model radio control licences.
 Paula Butler presents her pictorial record of the ‘London Gala’.
 Peter Watt, our Irish member, recalls a visit, in 2017, by a group to an indoor meeting

in the ‘Kibbie Dome’, in Moscow Idaho USA. It appears to be a perfect indoor venue
with a 150ft ceiling. He supports his article with a few pictures.

 Rolf Christofersen shows a picture of the start of his build of the ‘Finnair’ Nordic glider.
He took a copy of the plan from the magazine and had a copy shop enlarge it by 392%.
Shows what can be done with a plan of the month.

 Roger Newman is back in harness, he sends in another of his Occasional Notes from
North Wales. Main subject, the De Haviland ‘DH 88 Comet’, a beautiful aircraft. The
Shuttleworth Collection at Old Warden have one which I believe sustained significant
damage when it nosed over on landing after one flight. He also writes of EVTOL
developments.

 Roger follows up with several plans for models of the DH 88 aircraft in his plans for
the month, including one for a solid model. He did chuck in a plan for the ‘Guillotine’
glider for good measure.

 Sad to report the death of another of our number. Neville Willis (no relation to Spencer)
well known modeller of initially the South Essex club and later the Anglia club where he
was active in East Anglian modelling organisation.

 We wrap up with our secretary’s notes for the month.
Editor
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Indoor Isn’t for Everyone No.102 - Nick Peppiatt

The Guillow’s Dime Scale Swallow: - Covering and further construction
The instructions on the plan are clear; ‘COVER WINGS AND ELEVATOR ON TOP SIDE ONLY
– RUDDER ON LEFT SIDE ONLY’. This implies to me that no doping of the surfaces was
intended, and, as I’m building this as an indoor flying model, that is not a problem. However,
one has to learn to be very tolerant of a wrinkle or two! The Esaki tissue was attached to a
frame and pre-shrunk by spraying with water. On removal the sheet was kept between the
pages of a large book prior to use. I used glue-stick adhesive to attach the tissue to the
framework, and activated this, where necessary, with isopropyl alcohol (IPA) applied with a
brush. Tom Hallman has produced a very good video showing these techniques on youtube: -
Free Flight Basics #2 - Covering With Japanese Tissue & Inkjet Printing . I did not use the
glue-stick directly to the framework, but used a small balsa stick to apply the adhesive.

Fig 1 Windscreen attached after covering the nose Fig 2 Mounting the undercarriage legs.
Note masking tape on port side window.

Fig 3 Undercarriage attached. The cabin occupants Fig 4. Covered fuselage.
are Paul Plecan’s Profile Pilots.

Because of the windscreen, the upper part of the nose was covered first. A paper template for
the transparent part was then developed by trial and error, and once a suitable shape was
established, the windscreen was cut from a piece of 0.05mm thick transparent material
removed from a Tunnocks Tea Cake box. On the side windows, about 2mm overlap was allowed
so that the tissue could be attached directly. The windscreen was stuck in place with R/C
Modellers Canopy Glue, applied to the side frames and to where the top of the windscreen is
attached. A good trick here, which I picked up from Larry Kruse’s column in Flying Models
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magazine a good few years ago, is not to apply adhesive to the bottom part of the windscreen.
Some temporary pieces of low-tack masking were applied to keep the glue-stick adhesive away
from the clear window areas (Fig 1). The tissue fuselage side pieces with the window frames
cut out were then attached using the glue-stick and IPA method, followed by the bottom
covering (Fig 2). I do not like rigid undercarriages, but they are very common in these old dime
scale designs. I pegged the main balsa undercarriage legs with a  short piece of 0.2mm dia.
nylon fishing, before gluing to the fuselage with Ambroid. The wheel axles are from 0.015” dia.
wire, with a U shape bent in to give a little flexibility (Fig 2), rather than the pin indicated on
the plan. I modified the shape of the fairing, part 13, to be more representative of the full-
size, which also gives the leg a little more support.
The full-size aircraft is a side-by-side two-seater, so I also installed two of Paul Plecans Paper
Peanut Profile Pilots (Fig 3). These sheets are now available on outerzone.  I was concerned
about the wing fuselage attachment. Positioning each wing half against the fuselage in turn, I
fitted my tiniest drill into a pin vice and carefully drilled through in two places each side to
take 0.2mm dia. nylon fishing line pegs. When it came to the final attachment of the wings to
the fuselage, these would then be well positioned fore and aft and for incidence, and the only
concern would be the dihedral angle. Finally, the top of the fuselage was covered (Fig 4).

Fig 5. Photocopying patterns for wing registration, Fig 6. Covered components.
aileron, and fin markings.

The plan suggests cutting out the registration letters from the plan and cementing them on. I
used the photocopying facility of my printer. I drew the registration letters with black
permanent Sharpie marker pens, ultra-fine point for the outlines and fine point to fill in, on A4
paper. The aileron outline was also added. A photocopy was made to which a piece of tissue to
cover the wing was attached with a line of glue-stick at the edge leading through the printer.
The aileron outline on the port wing and fin markings were printed in a similar manner. The one-
sided covering of the flying surfaces was straightforward using the glue-stick and IPA
technique (Fig 6)

The covered weights were as follows: -
Fuselage without nose plug 2.59g
Wing panels 1.35g
Stabiliser 0.36g
Fin 0.19g

The plan shows a thread wire bracing for the tail surfaces, the thread passing through
unsupported tissue. I fitted some 3/16’’ dia discs of 0.05mm thick clear material on the fin
(Fig 7) and stabiliser so that the bracing could be installed through the small central hole.
These were attached with glue-stick adhesive
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Fig 7. Uncovered right side of fin Fig 8. Five laminations for one wheel,
showing clear plastic disc rigging support. and wheel blank for the other.

There is no indication of how the wheels are to be produced on the plan. They are drawn 3/16”
thick, so I produced them from five cross laminations of balsa, consisting of three 0.050” thick
in the centre and two 0.016” thick on the outside (Fig 8). Smaller discs of 1/64” ply were
inserted in the outer laminations, and the wheel assembly glued together. Once dry the circular
wheel outline was drawn on with a compass and sawn out. A tire form was then sanded on the
outside. The wheels were bushed with PTFE tube.

The shaped wheels were finished with a couple of coats of SAND’n’SEAL and painted. The red
hubs were cut from doped airmail paper, coloured with red permanent Sharpie pen. This red is
a good match for the Esaki tissue used.

Again, no details of the propeller are given on the plan, but a carved balsa one must be
appropriate. I decided to use the blank for Henry Struck’s Dayton-Wright RB1 Peanut (see
IIFE 61 (NC February 2023), IIFE 66 (NC July 2023) and IIFE 69 (NC October 2023)), as it
appears to work well and is of a suitable size at 5.25” dia.

The dimensioned blank form from the RB-1 plan is shown in Fig 9. This was carved as described
in IIFE 45 (NC December 2020), from the sawn blank from a 7 lb/ft3 block, which is shown in
Fig. 10.

The weight of the finished prop with one coat of SAND’n’SEAL is 0.88g, less than half the
weight of a Sleek Streek plastic prop (Fig 11).

Fig 9. Henry Struck’s carved prop blank Fig 10. Sawn prop blank
for the Jetco Dayton-Wright RB-1. the key to successful propeller carving
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Fig. 11. Finished Swallow prop in comparison with the Sleek Streek plastic prop.

Next month I’ll cover final assembly and some flight trimming.
Nick Peppiatt

Reader Enquiry - Chris Boll

Hi John,
I recently acquired some very nicely made small
rubber models which came indirectly to me
from the family of this chap in the photo.

It says on the back Odiham 2/4/96

Does anybody recognise him?

The models are probably intended for indoor
flying, peanut sizes , some scale, some not, but
some have suffered damage by the previous
owner who realised they were not suitable for
young children!

Regards Chris Boll
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Extract from Model Aircraft September 1957

Model Aircraft September 1957
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More Boulby Indoor - Peter Watt

Ireland’s Peter Watt, in response to my Indoor pictorial in the last issue, sent this email.

Hello John
Was reading the latest issue of the Clarion. It was great to see the photos from Boulby.
Here are a few others from the 2012 Nationals. I think Mark Benns took them but
I`ve Photoshopped them. The titles should be self explanatory.
Do you remember the first competitions were cold inside and then in the final year we got the
warm weather we wanted but inside the air was so turbulent . Beware what you wish for!
Good to hear you are still able to work on the magazine.

Bob Bailey’s EZB

My EZB
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Peter’s EZB with a Gyminnie Cricket in the background

Peter Watt releases his EZB



10

I’ve also got some interesting pics from the 2016 indoors at the Brabazon hangar you will not
have seen.

Bob Bailey and A.N.Other launching their catapult gliders. Makes you wince if nearby.

The beauty of indoor meetings,
John Andrews, Ken & Noreen Bates relax with a bottle of pop, a bag of crisps and a Fancy cake.

Peter Watt
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Here and There - Model Aircraft September 1954
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Model Aircraft September 1953
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Engine Analysis: Tyfoon R250 - Aeromodeller September 1953



14



15

Aeromodeller September 1953
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Another Query - Adrian Culf (Canada)

I am trying to hunt down one of Vic Dubery's designs. It was named 'SAMFLY' with the
eventful background story in his obituary in SAM 35 Speaks (Aug. '88, p.2) and also as a
promised publication in his Aeromodeller appreciation (Sept. '88) but I cannot find the model
as a published plan. I don't think the plan was published.

The appreciation in Aeromodeller mentioned that SAMFLY was peanut scale sized (13") so I'm
guessing a semi-scale, rubber-powered model. Just maybe, someone has a copy of Vic's plan?
Since Vic was the SAM 35 Chairman in the early days (until 1986), perhaps there is a copy
available?
Adrian Culf, Ottawa, Canada. adrianculf@gmail.com

Adrian Culf

Keil-Kraft Models over Wales - Martin Pike

Keil-Kraft over Wales
Monday 10th August 2026

I did not get to the Cleemac Event at Buckminster, but I thought I would take the opportunity
to fly my KK models over my local ‘May Welsh’ bog anyway.

I had a Competitor, an Ajax and a Gypsy. The Competitor was built by John Wingate and has
recently been re-covered, the Ajax was acquired years ago and has been re-covered and
patched a few times and the wing replaced. It has always been a reliable, if not outstanding
flyer. The Gypsy fuselage has blue Litespan covering, with a wing given to me by John Andrews.
It is a consistently excellent flyer.

The Competitor had an excellent first flight, weather-cocking and with a protracted glide.
Later flights had greater height but a poorer glide.

The Ajax climbed like an angel, then stalled its way to an early landing.

For reasons not yet clear, the Gypsy's d/t refused to work, despite changing the battery and
receiver. This lead to a rather nail-biting flight that appeared to hover over the only house and
trees in the area, but finally came to rest in the field over the minor road. Ascent and glide
were excellent as usual. I wish my Yankee IV were even half as good.

All in all a great set of flights in good weather and lovely surroundings.

The Ajax soars on high
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Martin Pike

Gypsy

Competitor

Ajax
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Cleemac KK Rubber Day - Tony Rushby

Cleemac KK Rubber Day
Buckminster Monday 10th.May

We had great weather and a pretty good turnout, 25 cars, and all fliers seemed to enjoy flying
in almost ideal conditions.

Results
Ajax Elf

10 entries 3 entries
1st. P Woodhouse - 192 secs 1st. Gary Law - 162 secs
2nd. Andy Sephton 2nd. Ken bates
3rd. Gordon Warburton 3rd. Andy Sephton

Ace Achilles
5 entries 3 entries

1st. Bert Whitehead - 332 secs 1st. Andy Sephton - 209 secs
2nd. Dave Taylor 2nd. Pete Woodhouse
3rd. Steve Fielding 3rd. Bert Whitehead

Scale KK Kits Mass launch
1st. Andy Sephton - KK Seamew 7 entries

1st. Pete Woodhouse - Ajax

Tony Rushby

The Spirit of St. Louis - T’internet

The Ryan Airlines N-X-21 1
"Our messenger of peace and goodwill has broken down another barrier of time and space." So
spoke President Calvin Coolidge about Charles A. Lindbergh’s extraordinary solo transatlantic flight
in 1927. Not until the Apollo 11 moon landing in 1969 was the entire world again as enthusiastic
about an aviation event as it was when Lindbergh landed his little Ryan monoplane in Paris.
In 1922, after a year and a half at the University of Wisconsin, Lindbergh left to study aeronautics
with the Nebraska Aircraft Corporation. He was a "barnstormer" until 1924, when he enrolled as a
flying cadet in the Army Air Service. He won his reserve commission and began serving as a civilian
airmail pilot, flying the route between St. Louis and Chicago.
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Early in 1927 he obtained the backing of several St. Louis men to compete for the $25,000 prize
offered by Raymond Orteig in 1919 for the first nonstop flight between New York City and Paris. In
February of that year Lindbergh placed an order with Ryan Airlines in San Diego for an aircraft with
specifications necessary to make the flight.
Development began based on a standard Ryan M-2, with Donald A. Hall as principal designer.
Certain modifications to the basic high-wing, strut-braced monoplane design had to be made
because of the nature of the flight. The wingspan was increased by 10 feet and the structural
members of the fuselage and wing cellule were redesigned to accommodate the greater fuel load.
Plywood was fitted along the leading edge of the wings. The fuselage design followed that of a
standard M-2 except that it was lengthened 2 feet. The cockpit was moved further to the rear for
safety and the engine was moved forward for balance, thus permitting the fuel tank to be installed at
the center of gravity. The pilot could see forward only by means of a periscope or by turning the
aircraft to look out of a side window. A Wright Whirlwind J-5C engine supplied the power.
Late in April 1927 the work on the aircraft was completed. It was painted silver and carried registration
number N-X-21 1, which, with all other lettering on the plane, was painted in black. Lindbergh made
several test flights, and then flew the aircraft from San Diego to New York on May 10—12, making
only one stop, at St. Louis. His flight time of 21 hours, 40 minutes set a new transcontinental record.
After waiting several days in New York for favorable weather, Lindbergh took off for Paris alone, on
the morning of May 20, 1927. Thirty-three hours, 30 minutes, and 3,610 miles later he landed safely
at Le Bourget Field, near Paris, where he was greeted by a wildly enthusiastic crowd of 100,000.
Lindbergh and the Spirit of St. Louis returned to the United States aboard the U.S.S. Memphis on
June 11. He received tumultuous welcomes in Washington, D.C. and New York City. From July 20
until October 23 of that year he took the famous plane on a tour of the United States. Then, on
December 13, he and the Spirit of St. Louis flew nonstop from Washington to Mexico City; through
Central America, Colombia, Venezuela, Puerto Rico; and nonstop from Havana to St. Louis.
Beginning in Mexico City, flags of the countries he visited were painted on both sides of the cowling.
On April 30, 1928, the Spirit of St. Louis made its final flight—from St. Louis to Washington, D.C
where Lindbergh presented the aircraft to the Smithsonian Institution.

Physical Description
Silver colored doped fabric covered high wing single radial engine monoplane. The "Spirit of St.
Louis" was designed by Donald Hall under the direct supervision of Charles Lindbergh. It is a highly
modified version of a conventional Ryan M-2 strut-braced monoplane, powered by a reliable 223hp
Wright J-5C engine. Because the fuel tanks were located ahead of the cockpit for safety in case of
an accident, Lindbergh could not see directly ahead, except by using a periscope on the left side or
by turning the airplane and looking out a side window. The two tubes beneath the fuselage are flare
dispensers that were installed for Lindbergh's flights to Latin America and the Caribbean.
Dimensions
Overall: 9 ft. 10 in. × 27 ft. 8 in. × 46 ft., 5135lb. (299.7 × 843.3 × 1402.1cm, 2329.2kg)
Other (Takeoff Weight): 5135lb. (2329.2kg)
Materials
Linen, cotton, cellulose nitrate and aluminum powder, aluminum, paint, rubber, wood, ferrous metal,
glass, Ra-226



20

T’internet
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The Saga of Sandy McGuire - Aeromodeller Annual 1948

Aeromodeller Annual 1948
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Radio Control Licences - Model Aircraft September 1954

Model Aircraft September 1954
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London Gala Pictorial - Paula Butler

A collection of snapshots I took at the London Gala on Salisbury Plain, May 23rd/ 24th.

The Flight-Line

Dave Cox, preps and chucks

Unidentified pair and General view
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Chris Redrup preps and prepares to launch

Unidentified gaggle of reprobates

A couple more in earnest conversation
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Bob Garner A Jack

Windsock View Pete Watson & Simon Dixson

Paul Chapman & Ken Faux. Wayne Butler



26

Simon Dixon, A N Other and Pete Watson

Bob Garner Preps and prepares to launch, with Steve Philpot on the watch

A N Other

Laura Butler

Chris Parry
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Kibbie Dome (USA) - Peter Watt

Kibbie Dome 2017

Four of us travelled to the Kibbie Dome for five days of unrestricted indoor duration flying in
what is possibly the best site in the world with its 150 ft. ceiling .

The Dome

We flew London to Seattle and after a day to recover set off for the drive to the dome in
Moscow Idaho. The drive was interesting as we passed through pine forest, mountains and into
the high desert. Overall about 300 miles in our hired SUV.

The heat outside was extreme but throughout the 5 days the temperature in the dome was a
constant 25 deg C with little drift until up near the roof.
We were joined in the dome by Roy Selwood who had travelled independently.

At one end of the dome the US F1D trials were taking place and the rest of us in the other
half. Over the period of the flying the space being so vast there was little chance of intrusion.

Some great flights were made over the period. I had a battle with American flier Bill Gowan
with his carbon LPP. In the end I lost out by 5 secs. Bob however beat him in F1M flying a more
conventional design and won F1L.
Tony Hebb put in some good flights in F1L, F1D and 35cm. Roy spent most of his time flying
35cm. and Ministick and Maurice flying F1L.

Altogether a great time and heading back towards Seattle we spent a few days enjoying the
spectacular scenery before flying home.
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Kibbie Pictorial

Bill Gowan carbon F1M Bob Bailey timing

Maurice winding My LPP

Roy Selwood Tony Hebb
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Team GB

Peter Watt

Nordic Build - Rolf Christophersen KD0̷EGD

Hello John,
Thanks for the newsletter. I made a copy of the Finnair Nordic glider plan and took the

copy to the printer. He made me a 392% copy. I started on the fuselage. Here is photo of the
fuselage in progress:

Basswood and carpenter’s glue cut 50/50 with water.
Thanks for all you do, Rolf

Rolf Christofersen
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Notes from North Wales - Roger Newman

Occasional Notes from North Wales Sept 2026

No notes last month, life just got in the way & time ran out. However, back with more now.

First on the agenda is a light treading of water(?) into scale modelling. The trigger being a very
recent video clip concerning the De Havilland DH 88 Comet restored & operated by the
Shuttleworth Trust, which looks to have met with an unfortunate mishap at the end of a
demonstration flight at Old Warden in June earlier this year “ It was reported the aircraft
nosed over and inverted while landing on the grass runway. The aircraft
sustained substantial damage , including a sheared-off tail and structural damage to the
rear fuselage. The Shuttleworth Trust stated that any further updates on the aircraft’s
repairability would be issued in due course.” Mercifully the pilot was deemed OK. A video
shows just what happened on landing.

I guess a lot more hard work to get it back into flying order? Maybe never? Hopefully yes, as
it is an iconic aeroplane. Anyway, it set the mind going! I recalled that we have a plan in our
library, one of many in the library by Harold J Towner. This particular version of the Comet
was designed for two Cox TD 049s as a free flight model (!) & is shown later as one of the plans
for the month. I wonder if anyone has ever built & flown this particular model?. As an aside,
the plans drawn by Harold Towner were works of art by a master draughtsman. The collection
of his Indian ink originals came to SAM1066 through a contact made with me by his daughter
quite a few years ago, who wished them to be preserved, together with a model of a Maachi
M33, a not very successful 1925 Schneider Trophy contender from Italy. After digitisation
the physical plans & the Maachi were all given to Solent Sky Museum in Southampton as they
were holding an anniversary exhibition of the Schneider Trophy race, which was won outright
for the UK by a Supermarine S6B in 1931. I hope the Museum still has the plans? Solent Sky
have an S6 from 1929 on permanent display & the Science Museum has the S6B 1931 race
winner.
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A quick dig into H J Towner produced the following from a clip posted in 2004 on the Scale
Modelling website:
“Harold Towner was one of the leading lights in scale models during the 1930's when one
considers the lack of variety in commercial items available in the UK during the golden
years, modellers like HJT managed very well indeed, unlike the States where scale kits
abounded the days of building from plans were very much the norm here, thankfully this
helped swell the range of excellent drawings produced by such experts as Harold Towner,a
friendly exchange of formulae often prevailed within the pages of the Aeromodeller
magazine at that time, this in turn met with friendly competition to produce 'the best'
flying scale model.

Writer of books on the subject and also a designer for the Astral company during the
forties, Towner designed a Short Stirling, Vickers Viking, Fairey Barracuda and a Vickers
Wellington all intended for rubber power, the twist was the kits were made from a material
called balsa substitute, which was in fact obeche, I have one of these treasured kits
unbuilt in my collection for a Lockheed Hudson bomber, you got a tool for cutting the
wood in the kit, no more than a small saw that would fit into a file handle,it is doubtful
if the models could be made to fly from this heavy wood supplied but wartime production
precluded the use of balsa at that time in kits, and by the way only members of the
armed forces, Royal observer corps, ATC etc. were eligible to purchase kits, these must
have been difficult times for the model builder.

HJT went on to build more fine models post war including a control line Avro Lancaster
and a Dragon Rapide for the same medium, plans were published in the good old and much
lamented Aeromodeller magazine”.

The person who wrote this short note also said “When he passed away some years back I
wanted to know what happened to his models ? further enquiries led me to the R.A.F
Museum store at Cardington, the then curator Ray Funnell kindly allowed me to visit and
see the models first hand, although they were difficult to photograph being stored in
hermatically sealed bags they had been purchased by the R.A.F Museum for possible
future display”. Looking then at the RAF Museum website, it seems that they have a vast
amount of exhibits squirrelled away in store at Stafford - “The RAF Museum is the guardian
of a national collection that spans over a century of RAF history, capturing every aspect
of RAF life. Yet, today, less than 1% of this inspiring heritage is accessible to the public.
Currently stored in aging hangars at MOD Stafford, these unique objects deserve a home
where they can be cared for and shared with the nation.

The new Collections Hub at our Midlands site will unlock the doors to this incredible
collection for the very first time, offering public access to objects of regional, national,
and international significance. Our mission is to relocate over 50,000 objects from storage
to this purpose-built facility, bringing to life the remarkable stories of the RAF.”
This new Collections Hub is scheduled to open at RAF Cosford in 2027, if it does, then for sure
I will be making a visit there! I have also made an enquiry of the RAF Museum to see if they
still have these models & if so, whether there are any plans to display any of them.

For completeness here are the aforementioned S6B & Maachi M33. No M33 appears to have
survived but its later offspring – the M39, was a formidable Schneider Trophy contender The
latter resides in the Italian Air Force Museum at Vigna de Valle, on Lake Bracciano in central
Italy.
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Supermarine S6B in flight

Maachi M33 Kyosho model

Maachi M39 at Valle Vigna Museum
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Free flight scale modelling is / was one of the “minority” limbs of our hobby, but now very much
supported in the ranks of indoor flying – viz the excellent regular articles in the NC by Nick
Peppiatt, which is good to see.
In years past, there was an annual Jumbo Rubber comp at Middle Wallop that attracted a
reasonable entry & was a favourite of  Bournemouth Club members. John Taylor flew a large
(54” span?) Viri with great success.  But now – Jumbo Rubber very seldom seem – if ever?

Viri

Elsewhere progress on the domestic front continues, albeit at a very slow & modest rate. The
workshop in the garden has undergone a mini restoration program & is in pretty reasonable
working order at last. The sorta Simplex 60 fuselage is about 80% complete & at the stage
where I have to work out where all these strange bits connect together & can be located in
sensibly accessible places. Current thinking is to build a bench test rig that can be then be
migrated into the fuselage with minimum pain. The Spectrum DX6i transmitter remains a
complete mystery! A Simplex 40 is built and awaiting covering prior to fitting the requisite
Mills 75, which has been happily bench run. Also complete is a Smeed designed Ballerina, apart
from having an engine. The original Merlin, having not run for many years, refuses to cooperate
& will not fire, so a nice new Redfin 0.5 has been acquired & will be fitted. Both of the latter
have RDT fitted for the preservation of old legs. Whether any of these see the light of air
this year remains to be seen, as it seems to take very much longer to do things nowadays.  One
can only try!

Sorta Simplex fuselage in build – note the nose has grown!
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In the big wide world EVTOL progress continues at a very modest rate, with nothing yet
certified for commercial operation other than in China & dates for entry to service going
steadily backwards. Hardly surprising despite all the early hype. When it does happen, it looks
to be from existing airports / heliports on constrained & limited trials basis based on ego
rather than practicality, offering a small number of people air taxi rides in place of road
congestion, but doing nothing to ease the latter problem. Some (American) Companies are
seeking new markets in Defence where money grows on trees and / or Government Defence
Organisations appear to have vastly more money than sense.

NASA has recently published a thought provoking & interesting report entitled “Urban Air
Mobility Noise: 2025 Update on Current Practice, Gaps, and Recommendations”. It states
“Advanced air mobility (AAM) is an aviation concept that involves leveraging emerging
technologies, business models, and other capabilities to bring aviation into the regular life
experiences of the general public. There is no universally agreed-upon definition of AAM, but
it has been described by NASA as “safe, sustainable, affordable, and accessible aviation for
transformational local and intraregional missions.” Urban air mobility (UAM) is the sector of
AAM that focuses on short-range, “local” missions around metropolitan areas, which have an
urban area at their core. UAM is generally envisioned to leverage heliports or novel vertiports
located throughout metropolitan areas as airspace access points to provide rapid
transportation capabilities, even in locations with extreme road congestion. Along with the
many anticipated benefits of UAM, there will be potential noise issues that must be
addressed”, which the report attempts to do but without answers formed on the basis of
operational facts for obvious reasons. The report can be accessed via
https://ntrs.nasa.gov/api/citations/20250011527/downloads/NASA-TP-20250011527_v1.pdf
– rather dry in sections but well worth a read if interested in the subject matter.

Meantime, venture capital is now being directed towards “proper” electric and/or hybrid
electric/powered conventional shaped aeroplanes. There have been quite a few electric
powered aircraft prototypes since the turn of the millennium but battery power has greatly
limited capability, so the majority have been small (ish). However, the advent of hybridisation
coupled to more recent advances in battery & power train technology seems to have heralded
a rebirth of interest. One old stager revitalised is a float plane version of the De Havilland
Beaver with a lightweight electric motor, lightweight advanced power electronics  and a
proprietary battery system. Harbour Air has apparently put the eBeaver through extensive &
successful flight testing.

Electric Beaver
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It seems in the short term (say 5 years) low capacity passenger electric regional aircraft may
achieve certification for very short routes as an economic proposition. Initial operations look
to target specific markets where range limitations don’t constrain viability - island hopping,
connecting nearby cities, or high-frequency shuttle routes. In this context Heart Aerospace
are another Company pushing boundaries. Formed in 2019 & based in California, they are
developing a short range hybrid electrical craft targeted at regional services, with a passenger
capacity of  30 & a hybrid range of around 500 miles, a planned certification for 2031 & a
targeted reduction of operating costs of up to 40%. A prototype (X1) has already taken to the
air. Certainly looks a much more viable proposition than eVTOL craft.

Heart
Aerospace ES-30 graphic

In yet another iteration of the past being reinvented, a Florida company - Catalina Aircraft -
has announced it plans to build a turboprop amphibious flying boat using the “same design
principles” as the original lumbering twin. A news release says the company plans to build two
models, a civilian aircraft with an all-up weight of 30,000 pounds and room for 34 passengers
and 12,000 pounds of cargo. A more powerful military version will weigh in at 40,000 pounds.
They hope to be flying in 2029. Maybe?

The inevitable artists impression of a new Catalina.

Roger Newman
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Plans for Month - Roger Newman

Power: the HJT plan of DH 88 for two Cox .049s
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Rubber: DH 88 Comet –
not sure about the flying capability of this one, in spite of what the plan says!

Glider: Guillotine – 60” span, an interesting early Model Aircraft plan
from March 1950 by Phil Guilmont
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& for bonus – a solid model by Megow of the DH 88!

Roger Newman

Aeromodeller Departed: Neville Willis - Michael Woodhouse

Neville died on July 30th at the age of 92.
Nev started into free flight in the 1950s and became
a member of the South Essex Club, where he flew in all
the free-flight competition classes. Later, after
joining the Anglia Club, he was selected for the Great
Britain A/2 team for the 1956 World Championships.

Nev was also actively involved in managing free flight
in East Anglia and played an important role in the
formation of the Vikings Free Flight Group. In his later
years, he continued as a member of the Vikings group,

although he restricted his flying to sport radio control.

His legacy to free flight includes several models he designed for Keil Kraft. The most
celebrated being the iconic, generation-defining Caprice lightweight glider, designed in 1959.
The Caprice is still flown successfully today in classic glider contests.
Neville will be remembered for his contribution to free-flight modelling, both as a competitor
and as a designer, and for his involvement in supporting and developing the sport in East Anglia.
His influence continues through the many model flyers who still enjoy his designs today.

michaelwoodhouse1942@gmail.com
Michael Woodhouse
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Secretary’s Notes for September - Ray Elliott

Two developments concerning long-running free flight magazines are highlighted this month:
the forthcoming closure of Free Flight News and the online availability of back issues of Vol
Libre.
Free Flight News:
Free Flight News will cease publication at the end of 2026 after 57 years. Publisher and editor
Ian Kaynes cites the decline in technical content, including articles and plans, as the principal
reason for the decision; the magazine’s remaining core material, such as contest calendars and
results, is now readily available elsewhere.
Much of this decline in technical content may reflect the fact that many models, particularly
those in FAI classes, can now be purchased ready to fly. This is not necessarily a criticism, but
it has reduced the number of plans submitted for self-built or partly built models, which Ian
would have been pleased to publish.
Known since its launch as FFn, the magazine was founded in June 1969 by Ian Kaynes, John
Mabey, Martin Dilly and John Lorimer. Although others have come and gone, Ian has remained
its one constant and, in recent years, its sole editor.
The contents page of the first issue is reproduced below..

The magazine soon established a significant subscriber base, including many readers overseas,
and became essential reading for the competition free flight fraternity. Ian deserves
congratulations and thanks for his commitment over the past 57 years.
For more information about the magazine and the availability of electronic back issues, visit
freeflightnews.org.uk.
Vol Libre
In related news, electronic back issues of Vol Libre, another free flight magazine that ceased
publication several years ago, are now available through the Peanut Scale archive.
Although the magazine mainly covered outdoor free flight duration, some issues also include
plans for other classes, such as indoor scale.

Ray Elliott

DATE. June 1969 NUMBER. One
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Events & Notices
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Provisional Events Calendar 2026
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

March 1st. Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 22nd. Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

April 3rd. Good Friday Northern Gala, Luffenham
April 6th Easter Monday Croydon & SAM1066, Salisbury Plain
April 26th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
May 16th Saturday Oxford Duration, Port Meadow
May 23rd to 25th Saturday - Monday May Welsh Bangor (see add)
May 23rd. Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
or May 24th Sunday

June 7th. Sunday BMFA 4th Area
June 28th. Sunday BMFA 5th Area

July 11th Saturday Crookham Gala, Salisbury
or July 12th Sunday
July 26th Sunday BMFA 6th Area

August 2nd Sunday Southern Rally, Salisbury
August 10th Monday Cleemac KK Event, Buckminster
August 16th Sunday BMFA 7th Area
August 29th. Saturday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 30th Sunday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 31st. Monday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe

September 12th Saturday Stonehenge Cup, Sculthorpe
September 13th Sunday Equinox cup, Sculthorpe
September 19th Saturday Crookham Gala
or September 20th. Sunday
September 20th Sunday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe

October 4th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 10th Saturday Croydon & SAM10666, Salisbury Plain
or October 11th

October 24th Saturday Midland Gala, Luffenham
October 31st Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 1st Sunday
or November 7th Saturday Buckminster Gala, Buckminster
or November 8th Sunday

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org
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SAM 35 Events Calendars - Sam 35 Speaks

Events are open to all BMFA Members
Buckminster events require payment of Centre flying fees
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SAM 35 Speaks
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Useful Websites
SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kit’s - www.belairkit’s.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, PatrikGertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


