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Electrifying

As a so-called model humorist I take off my tattered cap
arid bells to a witty word spinner of the first Teddy Boy era.
Back in the year 1gog a certain Mr. Cannon had the gentle
readers of those pioneer days exploding in bewhiskered mirth
at his straight-faced skit on the new fangled model flying.

Taking the rise out of the lack of rise exhibited by the
india rubber-powered models our whimsical friend introduced
his super scientific electric model, complete with cardboard
cut-out wing and a wing loading per cardboard square foot
that would stagger a supersonic fighter. Climb was achieved
by a new and revolutionary process
—a tall pair of steps, while the d/t
apparatus was simple in design and
faultless in execution: a long piece of
string.

An unusual feature of the model
was the absence of a rudder. This
omission being possibly due to the
fact that the builder hadet the S
strength to cut this out of corrugated m
iron after twisting his solid oak c
propeller into shape.

Perhaps a more practical model would have been the
camphor ball special. Instead of the wing being cut out of a
plain piece of cardboard, a-more scientific principle is used:
successive laminations of cornflake cartons. The cartons used
should comprise a complete
set, so that in the event of
the model crashing, the wing
can be carefully unglued and
sent away in exchange for a
spaceman’s helmet.

For the fuselage, the planks
of stout timbers can be
replaced by a length of g in.
galvanised iron piping. A
chamber—non domestic—is
"located at the tail end to
= receive the heated camphor
balls. The wing should be
mounted. parasol fashion.
Any good quality umbrella can be used for this purpose,
although a walking stick type is recommended so that the
handle might be utilised for short passenger trips. No propeller
is required as the machine operates entirely upon the moth
induction principle; for the sake of appearances a dummy can
be fitted. Be sure, however, to remove the ring from same
before ‘twisting into shape.

Owing to high allup weight, some difficulty may be
experienced in launching. Therefore, to make your helper
heave, add more camphor balls.

Flagging Spirits

With all the panoply of flag waving, banqueting and general
festivity overlaying the modern international meeting the
insignificant programme feature of model flying is almost lost
sight of. Indeed, you might imagine that the forests of flags
were there to screen this odious activity from visitors who are
innocent enough to believe that the nations of the world are
met for some nobler purpose, such as a coronation or the
inauguration of a five year plan. Entering into the carnival

spirit of things, the visitors have but one grievance: the hordes
of noisy people cluttering up the hotels with large boxes.

Happily, the zealous competitor is prepared to suffer much
in the cause of the hobby. He can put up with all the tire-
some preliminaries if only he is left in peace on the airfield.
Leaving the final banquet he staggers to the flying field under
a load of aspirin and bicarb. But, if he thinks his suffering
ends there, he is very much mistaken. Before you can say
“ Union Jack ” he is formed up in procession for a flag waving
tour of the airfield. How many times he is called upon to
undergo this penance we do not know—possibly every time
someone does a max.

Two Years’ Duration
1 like that waggish remark about radio models taking “a
hundred hours’ work for ten minutes’ flying.” Wild exagger-
ation, of course, as far as the average radio flier is concerned.
He'd like to know where the ten minutes’ flying comes in.
Anyway, in radio modelling, the actual flying is quite
unimportant. In fact, it is an ordeal which should be delayed
as long as possible. “ Two years’ waiting for 15 seconds’
flying,” is nearer the mark, based upon a schedule which
optimistically allows for eight flyable Sundays in two years.
Sunday 1. Concours exhibition and general equipment display
on club field.
Start up engine. Discuss with club pundits the
technical difficulties of replacing broken engine
bearers and bandaging damaged finger.
Test glide model. Discuss with club pundits the
best means of extricating undercarriage from inside
fuselage, and where to locate 2 lb. of lead behind
c.of g
Sunday 4. Test radio.
Sunday 5. Test radio.
Sunday 6. Test radio.
Sunday 7. Fly model with faulty radio removed.
Sunday 8. Fly rebuilt model with rebuilt radio. Discuss with
club salvage experts how to separate engine from
2 Ib. lead weight.

Sunday .

Sunday 3.

All Catered For

The happy club is the club where every member has a job
to do. Not everyone can be Hon. Sec., or Hon. Treasurer,
and as these two jobs involve actual work, not everyone wants
them. But members are hardly likely to hang around the
clubroom unless they have some
official status to cling to, and
fortunately most clubs are in-
ventive enough to think up
enough non-functioning official
posts to gratify the pride of these
simple souls.

Posts can be allocated according
to age and disposition. The
elderly member is sustained by a
vice presidency, while the younger
and wilder member rejoices in the
title of Combat Liaison Officer.
Even the single junior member
need not be forgotten. Junior
Committee Representative will
give him something pompous to boast about.

When I first heard that the Long Eaton Club had appointed
a catering officer T thought that they were either displaying
a simple sense of humour or pushing the appointments system
just a bit too far. Amazingly enough, they have a catering
officer who actually functions as such, following the club
around with his pop and choc chuck wagon. At present,
nothing stronger than lemonade is served, but if the club hopes
to beguile the local councillors into allowing them the use of
the park. ...
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http://www.aerosociety.com/nal
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http://www.sam1066.org/
http://www.freeflightuk.org/
http://www.bmfa.org/
http://www.sam35.org/
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http://www.greenairdesigns.com/
http://www.sam1066.com/
http://www.flighthook.net/
http://www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk/
http://www.freeflightuk.org/
http://www.bmfa.org/
http://www.southerarea.hamshire.org.uk/
http://www.sam35.org/
http://www.martyn.pressnell.btinternet.co.uk/
http://www.xlistplans.demon.co.uk/
http://www.freeflight.org/
http://www.vintagemodellairplane.com/
http://www.magazinesandbooks.co.uk/
http://www.belairkits.com/
http://www.freewebs.com/johnandrewsaeromodeller
http://www.wessexaml.co.uk/
http://www.antiquemodeler.org/
mailto:membership@sam1066.org

