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Southern Coupe League Final Results 2017

Entrant Club
Coupe

de
Brum

First
Area

London
Gala

Oxford
Rally

Southern
Gala Odiham Crookham

Gala
Coupe
Europa Total

1 P. Hall Crookham 11 16 9 11 15 11 64
2 R. Vaughn Crookham 1 12 10 17 40
3 A. Brocklehurst B&W 1 7 12 14 34
4 E. Tyson Crookham 17 4 11 32
5 G. Manion Birm�ham 9 13 9 31
6 K. Taylor E.Grinst�d 6 11 11 28
7 R. Fryer 13 10 3 26
8 A. Moorhouse Vikings 8 12 20
= D. Thomson Croydon 4 4 7 5 20
10 B. Dennis Grantham 10 9 19
11 P. Ball Grantham 15 15
12 T. Challis Crookham 11 3 14
= J. Paton Crookham 6 8 14
14 C. Redrup Crookham 12 12
15 C. James Crookham 11 11
16 S. Willis Vikings 9 9
17 W. Beales Croydon 7 7
18 S. Philpott Birm�ham 6 6
19 T. Winter CVA 4 1 5
= J. Andrews Timperley 5 5
21 M. Stagg B&W 4 4
22 M. McHugh Peterboro 3 3
23 R. Elliott Croydon 2 2
24 S. Darmon Birm�ham 1 1
= P. Jellis Croydon 1 1
= G. Ferrer Timperley 1 1
27 A. Crisp Biggles 0
= T. Bailey Biggles 0
= M.Marshall Impington 0
= P. Gibbons Peterboro 0
= D. Taylor Grantham 0
= R. Willes 0
= G. Pink B&W

Coupe League Fixtures 2018

Coupe de Brum North Luffenham 3rd. December  2017
1st Area Salisbury Plain 18th. February 2018
London Gala Salisbury Plain 29th. April2018
Oxford Gala Port Meadow t.b.c.
SAM1066 Salisbury Plain 17th. June2018
5th Area Area venues * 24th. June2018
S Gala Salisbury Plain 18th.August2018
Odiham RAF Odiham t.b.c. t.b.c.
Crookham Gala Salisbury Plain 2nd. September2018
Coupe Europa Salisbury Plain 30th. September2018

* Area venues are: NorthLuffenham,Salisbury Plain, Beaulieu, Ashdown Forest, Sculthorpe, Merryfield and the CVA site.
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StevePhilpots winds his F1G
for trimflight.

Gave up and turned to Vintage
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Phil winds his motors outside the model using a half tube for loading, Steve winds conventionally, breaking his motors in the blast tube.
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The Rivers That Never Was � The Silver Bullet
1960 wasthe banner year for the Rivers range, with contest successes coming thick and fast. The range was seemingly
riding the crest of a wave at this time, with widespread consumer acceptance despite its higher-than-average price. It was
presumably this situationwhich led to the company beginning to make plans for a further expansion of the range.
In Britain at the time, the 1/2-A class differed from its American counterpart in that engines of up to 1.5 cc (0.0915 cuin)
were permitted. In the control-line field,both 1/2-A team race and combat were popular events, resulting in a steady
demand for high-performance diesel engines of 1.5cc displacement.
The Oliver Tiger Cub was the most popular engine for 1/2-A team racing, while the 1/2-A combat field was in the process
of becoming dominated by the light, powerful and durable PAW 149 which had been introduced in May 1959.
Clearly, Rivers felt that they had a good chance of competing successfully against these established models. Whatever
the motivation, there’s no doubt whatever that in early 1961 they commenced the development of a 1.5cc version of their
basic design. In keeping with their established nomenclature, this was to be known as the Silver Bullet.
[Reference to Rivers Silver Bullet�Foreign Notes, Model Airplane News. August 1961]
As usual, Peter Chinn became aware of the Silver Bullet project during its developmental stages. In his "Foreign Notes"
article in the August 1961 issue of Model Airplane News, Chinn made reference to the engine, stating that it was expected
to appear shortly. However, I have so far been unable to find a reference to the engine in any British modelling publication.
Chinn also referred to the Silver Arrow .19 model in the same article.
And that’s where the story ends! The Silver Bullet never appeared in public, even in prototype form. However, there’s no
doubt whatsoever that at least one prototype was developed. In a recent post on one of the modelling forums, former 1/2-
A team race exponent Alan Dell recalled being invited to go over to the Rivers plant at the North Feltham Trading Estate
to assist in the evaluation of this prototype. He was asked to bring his best Oliver Tiger Cub along so that a direct
comparison could be undertaken.
Using the selected test prop, the 1.5cc Silver Bullet ran well enough, allowing a fully representative prop speed to be
sustained and measured. Alan then ran up his tuned Cub on the same stand, prop and fuel. Although he did not record
the exact figures obtained, Alan recalls that his tuned Cub was between 1000 and 2000 rpm faster than the Rivers. In fact,
according to Alan the performance difference was so great that Bert Rivers decided not to go into production with the 1.5cc
engine.
Knowing Bert Rivers as he did, Ian Russell finds it a little difficult to believe that Bert would have abandoned the Silver
Bullet solely on the basis of a single comparative test. After all, Bert had worked doggedly on his 2.5cc model until it was
capable ofrivallingthe Oliver, at least in tuned form. Surely he could have done the same for the new 1.5cc design if he
wished?
To Ian, it seems more likely that the test revealed not that the engine lacked potential but rather that the development of
the engine to a suitable level of performance would require more time than Bert wished to devote to it. A further factor may
well have been the realization that it would not be possible to manufacture the engine in quantity at a competitive price.
[1961 Rivers instruction sheet which includes the Silver Bullet]
It’s clear that this was not an anticipated outcome, since the company did undoubtedly prepare a spare parts schedule,
going so far as to include it in the instruction manual which accompanied their Mk II 2.5cc and 3.5cc models. This confirmed
that the Silver Bullet used thesame roller bearing crankshaft design as that employed on the larger engines. It also used
the same four-port cylinder design as that of the Silver Streak. Overall, it appears that it was planned as more or less a
scaled-down Silver Streak.
The text ofthe manual included some additional comments specifically aimed at the Silver Bullet. A 9x4 airscrew was
recommended for running-in. Oddly, the manual specifically stated that there would not be a tuning option available for the
Silver Bullet. It also failed to include a specific performance claim for the engine, presumably indicating that sufficiently
encouraging test figures were not available when the manual was printed.
The cancellation of the Silver Bullet program is entirely understandable given thatthe tests on the prototype showed that
the engine would require considerable further development to become competitive in performance terms against the best
of the opposition. On top of this, the continued use of the Rivers needle roller bearing assemblyin the Silver Bullet would
have dictated a relatively high price for the engine, making it uncompetitive from a marketing standpoint as well. A further
contributing factor may well have been an already-apparent negative trend for sales of the established range, likely due in
large part to the cost factor. As 1961 unfolded, the company may have already been able to discern the writing on the wall
and decided to defer any further financial commitment until the future of the range became clarified.
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Keil Kraft advertisement from November 1948 AeroModeller showing the infamous CO2 motor.
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BJ .005. The pipefeed to the top of the cylinder Top of cylinder with cap removed showing the hole where
has clearly been modified the spigot on piston comes through to lift valve from seat.

Cylinder cap showing large recess Crankcase con rod and plastic piston,
to accommodate valve with spigot to lift valve.
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Pistachio scale Bleriot XXVcanard Jigs for making the spoked wheels for the Bleriot. What patience!

Wallpaper foam AlbatrossDV. The fuselage has been made Fuselage for a Pistachio scale Roe Triplane I �Bulls Eye�
by binding the foam around a wooden form
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Extracted from Aeromodeller November 1976 & March 1977

Public Nuisance
Not so many years ago the model plane was a commonplace sight on our public open spaces, and most peoplehad a
good idea what a model plane looked like- someat too close a range. I know that when I used to fly my’1066 and all
that’ rubber models amid all the swoopingspectacle of modern electronic wizardry that filled theair over the local common,
the only glances I got wereones of sympathy."Poor chap,"you could almost hear them thinking,"either very poor, or very
stupid, to bemessing about with silly little elastic models. Probablyboth."But perhaps I wasn’t all that stupid, albeit very
poor, for all the heavy spectacle stuff has long sincevanished, whereas my little elastic models are still verymuch a going
concern. And when I do operate them in myown, non-progressive way, people not only watch theflights with intense
interest, but ask me questions aboutthe models- something totally unthinkable even fiveyears ago.
This is rather odd, considering the amount of PRO stuffthat has been going on over the past years. By strenuouseffortthe
great indifferent public has been wooed andwon, and it would love to see model planes in action andgive them its support,
if only the models were anywhereto be seen. At one time, people could happen upon, oreven make a special trip to a
Rally or Gala, but that wasin the balmy days before the big bureaucratic crackdown, when you could fly without triplicated
permission, and security just meant checking your braces. Now, when anairfield is grudgingly given over to model flying for
justone day, thepenal conditions attached, though ludicrousin the extreme, have one clause in common: the rigorous
exclusion of the public on a, members only basis.
If PRO means ’for’, we should now change it to CON(Can Operate Nowhere).

Baffled by Science
"Now, lookehere, what’s all this noise you’remaking?"
"To answer that I will have to refer to our meter readings, which, you will understand, we have only just made at 200ft
above sea level, with a humidity factor of. . . ."
"Never mind about all that rubbish. You can hear the����thing for miles.
"1-367542miles if I may correct you. This takes into account the considerable attenuation that occurs over . . . "
��CE?� ? just you listen to me . . ."
"Would you kindly not raise your voice. Our accoustic recording meter is adjusted to a 6db level only, and isvery sensitive"
"�(E?�(E? your noise meter.  I’ll- I’ll get the law on you. . ."
"A rather ineffective recourse, if I may say so. You will find, sir, that if you measure the distance to the nearest habitation,
presuming you are not a resident of one of the allotment hutments in the next field, and apply the formula of SWL minus
20logR minus B, you will readily see that the Sound Pressure Level comes well within the requirements of the proposed
D of E code. The same could hardly be said of the output of that ballistic piece you are pointing in my direction..."

Just Ribbing
When I was a young modeller the big break-through in kit refinement was the printed rib. Unfortunately, the splotch-mess
of the crude stamping machines on the soft balsa made out a very good case for the use of rib templates. Even so, I
have always thought the rib to be the heart of the model, which may seem a bit odd anatomically, but then, it should be
remembered, that Adam got most of his pleasure out of ingenious rib development- an example to be followed by every
model builder.
It was in the rib structure that the quality of the model was to be found. There was the simple beginner jobs of the minimal
framework type, with a sixpenny bus ride between the rib stations, while at the other end of the spectrum there as the
expert’s wing, an intricate web of ribs, reminiscent of a gothic screen, with under ribs, over ribs, cross ribs and riblets, all
neatly skewered on built up spars. But what dowe find in our convenience package times? Wings that should never be:
great slabs of frothed up pap, with not an honest to goodness rib in sight. Gone are the traditions of sound craftsmanship
and the deft skills of the balsa knife. No longer do we have the layout of proud design and finely cut templates, and soon,
no doubt, you will merely go to your model shop and ask for, say, asix-foot length of six-inch chord wing, to be cut off
while you wait.
"Thank you, sir. I might advise you that we now have ourwing tapering machine working. You will appreciate how much
more elegant a tapered wing looks . . ."

Pylonius
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Peter Michel (SAM35) ROG’s his "Isis" Wakefield at Odiham in the 80’s.

John Meaney (Crawley DMAC) ROG’s his "Korda" Wakefield at Odiham in the 80’s.
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Mike Kemp (SAM35) ROG’s
hisBlomgren Wakefield at

Odiham in the 80’s.

L to R Beverley Snook (Royal Aero Club Chairman).
Vic Dubery (SAM35) and Norman CoulingFSMAE

inspectVic’s �Judge 1936�Wakefield at Odiham in the 80’s.



ON

Unknown modeller launches "Korda" Wakefield
at Odiham in the 80’s.

Richardson’s�Gordon Light�4oz Wakefield
flown by Dave Hipperson (CDMAC) at the

50thAnniversaryof the 1934 Wakefield
Trophy at Warwick on 24 June 1984.

Phil Ball’s "Clodhopper" 8oz Wakefield
takes off at Warwick in1984.
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Unknownmodeller’s Lanzo? 4oz Wakefieldtakes off at Warwick in 1984.

Ken Cooper ROG’s his �Lanzo� 4oz Wake.
at Warwick in 1984.

A�Gordon Light�4oz Wakefield
at Warwick in 1984. Possibly
Parham’s or Jukes’s model.
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Peerless Model
Kits Span Type Construction First Advert Found Plan From

Ganymede 38 Power Built Up Am Jan 1977 D. Scott
Marinda 38 Power Built Up Am Jan 1977 D. Scott
Ricktica 38 Power Built Up Am Jan 1977 D. Scott
Sky Queen 36 Glider Built Up Am Jan 1977 D. Scott
Chuck It 12 Hlg All Sheet Am Jan 1977
Thermal King 18 Hlg All Sheet Am Jan 1977
Zoomer, V Tail 24 Hlg/Clg All Sheet Am Jan 1977
Yardstick 36 Glider All Sheet Am Jan 1977
Peregrine 33 Glider Built Up Am Dec 1978
Predator 21 Control Line All Sheet Am Mar 1979
Javelin 37 Rubber Built Up Am Apr 1980 P231
Easi  Flyer ? Rubber Stick All Sheet Am Apr 1980 P191
Ring Leader 21 Control Line All Sheet
Little Miss Philly 32 Electric Built Up
Taylorcraft 30 Electric Built Up
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Pat Shepherd guards the Prize Table while Husband Colin gathers the attendees for the raffle & prizepresentation.
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Colin Shepherd
Mike Brown

John
Andrews

Alan
Price

Alan�s model

Steve Newton and his helicopter
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David Baker with Polliwog
from many years back
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2nd April (Easter Monday): Salisbury Plain
Croydon Wakefield Day plus SAM 1066 events

Croydon events
F1B: 8oz Wakefield: 4oz Wakefield: Marcus Lightweights

(RAFF V, Bazooka, Dinah-mite, Supa Dupa)
SAM 1066 events

Combined Vintage / Classic Glider over 50�: Combined Vintage / Classic CLG / HLG
Mini-Vintage (Combined)

17th June (Sunday); Salisbury Plain
SAM 1066 events

E36 Electric Power; Vintage Middleweights; Combined Vintage / Classic Glider under 50�;
Combined Vintage / Modern Coupe d�Hiver; Vintage / Classic Open Power

15th July (Sunday): Salisbury Plain
SAM 1066 events

Under 25� Vintage Rubber; BMAS Club Classic; Vintage Coupe d�Hiver;
Mini-Vintage (Combined); Tomboy/Cabin duration.

2nd September: Salisbury Plain
Crookham Gala

Comp schedule to be confirmed, presumed same as this year

30th September: Salisbury Plain
Croydon Coupe Day plus SAM1066 events

Croydon events
F1G; Vintage Coupe.

SAM 1066 events
Ryback A2 Glider; Combined Vintage / Classic Glider
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Penny Rocket
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