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I Pad users:If you are havingtrouble opening the New Clarion,hold your finger on it to display a menu,
thenselect�open in new tab".You will find the new tab to the right of the SAM1066 tab.
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Vetanvindee
Upon hearing that the appointed venue for this year’s Wakefield is known as the Manchester of
Sweden I at first feared that the sinister implications of such a comparison might well "damp" the
ardour of our rain-weary contest types. However, I am now reassured to learn that the similarity is of
an Industrial rather than a climatic nature. Thus, it seems, that while the chances are that our team
will enjoy a dry sojourn in Sweden (externally at least), there remains, alas, the certain prospect of
our Wakefield Funds receiving yet another good soaking.
Junior Genius
Why is It that on club nights the meeting room resounds to the piping treble of a horde of chattering
teenagers while on Sunday the flying field is deserted save for a few rather senile specimens striving
to uphold the traditions of active model flying as best their dimming vision and tottering old pins will
allow? Recent comment on this vexed question would seem to suggest that the answer lies in our
out-dated methods of approaching the teenage problem.
Well, I freely admit that I have always been a staunch advocate of the more old fashioned method
of approaching the difficult junior member, that is from the rear with a hefty boot, but in the light of
this new suggestion I have lost no time in making a closer investigation of the modern club-room
adolescent.
What I have found is most revealing. Hitherto I had regarded all junior members as both lazy and
stupid, now I know differently. Lazy? Yes, but stupid? Far from it. In fact the little beasts have been
so devilishly ingenious as to devise a scheme whereby to establish a reputation as an expert
aeromodeller without so much as squeezing a cement tube.
The idea is first to acquire a kit. Not just an ordinary kit, mark you, but one of those super, colossal
American scale affairs. This masterpiece of commercial ingenuity is then paraded before one’s
friends, relatives and acquaintances, and the magnificent plan and all the twiddley bits of shaped
balsa and wire held up to their admiring gaze. Truly, they think, only a veritable genius would
contemplate the undertaking of a work of such incredible intricacy.
Ultimately, the kit is borne ceremoniously to the club-room, where its proud owner preens before the
astonished eyes of the older members, who, wise as they might be in all the subtle ways of balsa
butchery, quail at the thought of building such a diabolically involved monstrosity.
Cunning, eh? An accepted modelling expert without any of the fag of building or the bore of flying.
Only snag is the initial outlay, and even this could be brought down to a reasonable level were some
enterprising model business to introduce a service whereby such kits could be hired for a modest
fee.
A Sorry Mesh
Those thankless Wakefield types who are currently giving vent to that soul-searing cry: "Where can
we get gears?" don’t really know how fortunate they are to be in their present gearless state.
Quite apart from the fatigue of winding two rubber motors, and the even greater fatigue of explaining
to dim types why both motors have to be wound up the same way, there are those delightful
occasions when the upper motor, overcome by a sudden fit of generosity, decides to slip its lower
berth companion an extra strand. The resulting furious tangle is grand fun for one and all, the
spectators absolutely rolling up at the sight of the stricken expression of the gear enthusiast when
faced with the shocked realisation that he is left with no alternative but to rip the fuzz apart.
But all this is nothing compared with the initial fun of assembling the gear-box, a procedure involving
the mutilation of several hundred feet of piano wire and about six fingers. And, no matter what
cunning economies might be practised in its construction, the ultimate weight is ever the same: 1oz.
This, of course, means extra load, which in turn calls for extra strength, which leads again to extra
weight, and so on in a vicious upward spiral� which is more than can be expected from the resulting
elephantine model.
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The launch of the first Rapier powered Skyjet Second Skyjet (left) and Veron Min-O-Jet for Rapier L2s
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Speed control line model by Fred Deudney (West Essex) at Fairlop in the 50's.

C/Lteam race tank check at Woburn
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West Essex club speed control line model at Fairlop in 1950.

Keith Miller's (CDMAC) first C/L stunt model powered by one of the first Mills 1.3 diesels.
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Keith Miller's (CDMAC) Elfin 1.8 C/L stunt model. Early50's.

A West Essex club member's C/L stunt model after the up line broke. Super Cyclone powered.
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John Andrews at 2004 BMFA Nationals

I travelled to Barkston each day for the three day B.M.F.A. Free-Flight National
Championships.  As is now my habit, I had made a block entry for all official events.  The wife Rachel
and I arrived reasonably early on Saturday day one and entered the aerodrome through a maze of
traffic cones that were supposed to separate the pre-paid from the masses.
I never did solve the mystery of which lane was which, in fact I never recognised two lanes, but that�s
by the by.  We were there.

The wind on that Saturday was quite moderate and blowing from the entrance area so we set
up camp, clear of the hanger turbulence and I set about assembling my open rubber job O-3.  I had
had O-3 out at Warwick Race Course during the week and it appeared to be performing nicely on a
14 x � x 88gm motor. The model is over two years old and has never been flown in anger, in fact it
had never had more than 400.turns on test flights. I had a quick check flight with 400 turns and O-
3 looked hunky dory. Jumping onto the folding bicycle I was off to the flight control van.  Peter
Spalding was doing sterling service manning the stall, he booked me in and gave me my flight card.
I peddled back to base raring to go

First problem, find a timekeeper.  I approached the chap next to me and he promptly offered
the services of his wife, solely for timekeeping of course.  I consulted my Tan II turns table (Ex Clarion
July 1996) and 920 turns was the figure from the table.  I find that you can exceed the advice from
the table but staying below it keeps the motor strands intact for longer.

I wound on 850 +, so my flight log tells me, then I got the confirmation nod from Kath my
timekeeper and I pointed O-3 skywards.  Off the model went, vertical at first then rolling into a steep
climb.  I nervously waited for the probable power stall, it didn�t happen and O-3 was away climbing
high in reasonable air.  I was off down the runway on the bike and O-3 D/T�d still quite high.  A
comfortable 3-00 minute max.  I was on a roll, ecstatic.

Second flight same pattern, but the power stall did occur this time, the model however was
already about 100 feet up at the time, so no harm done and max. number two was in the bag.

Third flight, a repeat exercise, and I a full house of maximums in the bag.  I retrieved O-3 from
the end of the field I gave myself a metaphoric pat on the back, what could go wrong?  I�ll tell you.

On the way back up the runway on the bike, with O-3 under my arm, I am overtaken by Spencer
Willis cycling up the other side of the runway.  Unbeknown to Spencer, my cycling time trial
experience of the past caused me to swing across the runway to tuck in behind him.  Unfortunately,
going across the wind, I neglected to keep my model facing into wind and as I tucked in behind
Spencer, O-3�s wing gave up the struggle and broke into two pieces with one hell of a crack.  Spencer
not knowing I was behind him screeched to a halt thinking it was his model that had broken.  I
managed to avoid colliding with him as I was trying to save the bits of my model and Spencer,
relieved to find his own model intact cycled on.  I can�t win can I.

O-3, the Authors best open rubber model to date
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Back at base camp Rachel, the wife, had discovered that our flying neighbours came from Amlwch
in Anglesey and were non other than Kath and John Wingate.  John and I had had correspondence
through one of my articles on indoor round the pole flying. It was good to meet him in the flesh.

I looked at the broken bits of O-3 and decided that a repair on the field was not really on and
gave thought as to what approach I would take towards the fly-off.  The only other big model I had
was O-2, but it was a bit of a mess to look at so embarrassment took hold and I resolved to fly my
latest 36 inch model in the fly-off.

That was open rubber out of the way and so on to open power

First things first, off to control for my open power flight card.  I pick up the card and casually enquire
as to the engine run requirements.  This throws control into a bit of a panic, but when a copy of the
rule book is found, I am advised that the engine run is 7 seconds.  This then throws me into a bit of
a panic as I�m not sure whether my Stomper will be out of reach in 7 seconds, let alone high enough
to do 3 minutes.  However, I had paid the money so I was going to give it a whirl.

Back at base camp I assembled the model and set about checking the engine timer for a 7
second run.  It did not seem very long to me, but Hey Ho, give it a go.  Kath was called in for timing
again and after we had a dummy run at split timing with the watch, I was ready to go.  Engine starting
by hand is a time consuming process and any thoughts of watching mylar streamers for thermal
passing is not really on, so my method is to fire it up and chuck it.  I did just that and 1-44 later
Stomper 2 was back on the ground.  Not very high and no lift best describes the flight.  I registered
the flight at control and decided to rest on my wilting laurels.  I was hoping that anyone looking at
the results board would think I had dropped a flight by some misfortune and opted out.

The rest of the afternoon was spent in picnic/chit-chat mode, waiting for the open rubber fly-
off.  Eventually the PA speakers announced the fly-off times and open rubber was really late, about
7-30pm if memory serves.  If you recall, I was travelling down each day and had a 70 mile trip to get
home, so I resolved to wind 36-4 early and launch as soon as the fly-off hooter went and get away
quickly.  Any thoughts of my little 36 Inch model staying in sight longer than the huge fly-off jobs of
the real contenders were too ridiculous to contemplate.

The hooter goes, and I set the D/T for 6 minutes, that�s the laugh of the weekend.  Up goes
36-4 into indifferent air and 1-35 later, with me right behind it, 36-4 glides down in crops just off the
field.  Then comes the real sickener, there�s me with my model in hand and there are four of the big
fly-off contenders circling overhead with their
props still turning.  That put me in my place.
Back to base camp tail between legs.

Arriving back I find John Wingate
clutching a huge trophy, he�d been quietly flying
his Northern Arrow in SAM 35�s 4oz Wakefield
event, filled in his maximums and won the fly-
off whilst I, wrapped up in my own little world,
knew nothing about it.

After the late night finish on Saturday I
was not too keen getting out of bed for the
Sunday trip so we were a little late arriving at
Barkston.  The wind was quite light but was
switching about a bit. We managed to find Kath
and John again and a little shuffling of cars got
us alongside of them again.  I had my lucky time
keeper.

Author assembles
Stomper2for open
power onslaught

JohnWingate, SAM 35 4oz Wakefield winner 2004 Nationals
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Slow Open Power was my first competition of the day, I got my card from control and my
Stomper 2 was made ready for the fray. SLOP gives me a 12 second engine run, so I was a little
more confident of a better performance than that of my open power attempt on Saturday.

My confidence was soon dispelled.  I still stuck to my start it and chuck it method and I very
soon had a full house of failures on record, namely 2-03, 2-37 & 2.13 not very awe inspiring.

I think I�ve got to look at the Stomper�s trim and open up the power turn with a little left side
thrust for a straighter climb.  My Stomper�s current rolley poley climb, although a safe trim, robs it of
altitude and in this game there aint no substitute for altitude.

Sunday then really fell apart at the seams, the wind had veered and we had to move camp.
Then the thunder clouds rolled up and, in very short order, the heavens opened up as we all dived
for cover into our cars.  After a while, with the rain still falling, we heard the chilling announcement
over the PA system that Pete Harris had been struck by lightning and taken to hospital.  We all
waited for what seemed hours, then finally came the tragic announcement that Pete had died.  That
was the end of Sunday, the rain eased and we all wandered aimlessly about whilst various authorities
investigated the circumstances of the accident.  Finally, at the conclusion of the investigations, we
were allowed to leave and I, like many others I�m sure, headed home with a heavy heart.

Monday, late again, and we missed the short memorial service for Pete Harris that was held
to start the day.

The wind was light and we started the day down by the compound.  I had left Rachel at home
and my old flying buddy Ian Lomas was with me. We found the Wingates again and set up camp.
Out came the old Hep-cat, which I had repaired and de-warped after my modest success at the
BMFA 3rd area do at Luffenham.

After a check flight or two to re-trim I was ready to go.  The drift had been switching about and
finally John Wingate and I decided we were in the wrong place, so we ups sticks and moved off back
to the hanger end.

The maximum in the mini vintage event was only 2 minutes, so 850 conservative turns on the
motor and I duly recorded my requirement of three maximums.  John boy had really come of age,
two consecutive fly-offs for the good old Hep-cat.  Ian made the observation that each successive
flight was slightly shorter than the preceding one but that was academic as far as I was concerned,
over 2 minutes was over 2 minutes and I was in a mini vintage fly-off yet again.

We filled the rest of the afternoon playing with the bitsa glider I had put together recently and
the first tow looked really good, straight up, no weaving, release was a bit sticky and the glide was
stally but all in all OK.
I had built a simple fuselage using a � inch square balsa boom behind a 3/32nd inch sheet front end.
All the bits and bobs were external and the model had the look of some sea fishing rod on the one
side with eyes all down the boom for the auto-rudder wire and the D/T line.  I had used one of
Spencer Willis�s timers to which I had added a stop lever.  This gave the front end the look of a
rubber band store, one band to pull the stop off, one band to hold it on, one band to hold the auto-
rudder and another for the D/T.  Two pairs of hoops held a piano wire pin, to which the towline was
attached. This pin was supposed to pull out on release to start the D/T timer and set the auto-rudder.

Second tow up started off well but, on release, the piano wire pin would not pull out and this
left me with the model still on tow but with a much further forward towing point.  The line tension
disappeared and there was I running about with a soggy towline and gliding glider still attached.  It
wasn�t until the model was almost down that it finally turned away downwind and I managed to jerk
the line free just before the glider hit the floor.
We made an emergency rehash of system using only one pair of hoops and the pin released better
so we managed to get a few flights in to trim the glide.

Mini vintage fly-off, 900+ turns and I waited to feel a little warmer air come through. I was
labouring under the mistaken impression that I was now a recogniser of thermals.  I didn�t have my
lucky timekeeper Kath as she was timing husband John Wingate so Ian was on the watch for me.
�That feels a bit warmer� saysI and nodding to Ian I release the Hep-Cat.  The model climbed away
but I think the dumb Hep-Cat still thought it was on 2 min maximums, and only did 2.05.  John
Wingate beat me by 39 seconds but we were over 6 minutes behind the winner.
Still, better than previous years.
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On the 14th of November 2020 The wonderful Ramon Alban passed
away.
Taken from us by Covid-19 he leaves behind his wife Maureen, 3
children, 6 grandchildren and 6 great grandchildren.
His knowledge and enthusiasm will be greatly missed by many
people all over the world in the model flying and Rover communities.
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PROVISIONAL COUPE LEAGUE FIXTURES 2021
Date Competition Location

21 March Second Area Area venues
9 May London Gala Salisbury Plain
T.B.A. Oxford gala Port Meadow
11 July Fifth Area Area Venues

15 August Southern Gala Salisbury Plain
18 or 19 September* (tbc) Crookham Gala Salisbury Plain

9 October Coupe Europa Salisbury Plain
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