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Just Gassing
Looking at the floods of Vintage craft to be seen around these days, I begin to wonder if the future
of aero-nauting does not in fact, be in the fledgling past. After all, we each of us have our own building
board time machine, and if tiring of today’s hectic competitive pace, we can �Dr Who" it back into a
more leisurely ambience.
Currently the time machines are settling down in the American "gassie" period of the mid-thirties,
and the huge, lugubrious craft now wafting around the airfields gives ample evidence of the inflexible
belief of those primitive times that a model was only kept right way up by the huge weight and bulk
of the airwheels. We can also take it that the portliness of the machines gives a clue to the term
"gassie". which must obviously be an abbreviation of "gastronomic**.

Zombie & Son
The fascinating thing about the model flying hobby is the way its traditional styles of aero-nauting
refuse to be overwhelmed by the slick appeal of the modern electronic machine. Anyone thinking in
the sort of progressive terms which sees a multi-storey block of flats on the non-functional open
space, might find it odd that the crinoline era rubber model should merge into an age singularly
lacking in elastic utility. He might also look askance at the primitive antics required to elevate a
goodness knows why, motorless model to a viable altitude, and would undoubtedly give a fat, .007
smirk at the idea of the term microfilm being applied to a type of skeletal looking model. It might also
occur to him that model flying is not just little brother tagging along in the wake of big brother Aviation,
but has much to offer in its own right, although he may not be the kind to enjoy the diverse fun it
gives to suit all pockets, air and otherwise.
Apropos of this, a recent picture of a microfilm mode! reminded me of my own attempts to produce
one of these curious craft. It did not take me long to realise that I suffered from a condition known as
Fyffe finger, in which the thickness of the hand deceives the eye. I also had the business of
whispering friends to contend with, but this was of secondary consideration compared with the
impossibility of skimming off a bath length of usable film, Whether the craft actually flew remains a
mystery to this day. Although some theoricians still aver that the distance achieved was due to the
propulsive influence of an open window.
All of which is part of the rich pageant of model flying, in the spirit of that continuity which gives
newcomers to the hobby something of those same joys of aero-nauting that drove the Edwardian
courting couples off Wimbledon Common.

Pile -in Racers
Rather like those gentlemanly University scientists who tinkered with the atom splitting
experiments under the dreaming spires, and landed us with the H Bomb, so those pioneer
hobbyists who heaved their six skeined rubber machines into the safe and soundless air over
Wimbledon Common could not have suspected that their friendly old machines were the
precursors of that ultimate flying field horror, the Pylon Racer,
Now; I admit the only pylon racing I have indulged is to get in a few flights on the local common
before the Electricity Board moved in, but I do admire those intrepid modellers who can
face up to these unmanning missiles without turning a hair. It takes pints of courage. Come to think
of i t , the tensed up follicle, cringing on the twitching scalp, can possibly do a smarter job of turning
than the way out Racer, which just goes to show that we still have a lot to learn about the art
of course racing,
One aspect of the sport which is well up to the mark. however, concerns that Bond which unites
the crazed masses. It’s bad enough people thinking that the Quantum Theory has something
to do with the short skirt craze, but to imagine that nothing is complete or fulfilled without
the introduction of those mythical numbers, �007� is going too far. In a recent Pylon event, we are
told, the racing numbers were given a two zero prefix in order to give one of the in-types a coveted
Bond identity. It’s enough to make you cry ’Uncle*.
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Hey Joe, what time have you made? What, thirty-four seconds? What’s the matter? Oh, you can’t
throw it up! Well what could you expect, you need more brawn and less brains to win this event."
Yes, such, conversation may be heard - among contestants at every indoor glider meet. After
all, how could Joe, who weighs 130 Ibs, throw a glider as high as bigger and stronger
competitors? Even though some modelers may construct better gliders than others, they are
at a great disadvantage if they are not physically able to throw their gliders to high altitudes. More
than once you have heard of builders winning stick and fuselage events by large margin?, only to
make very low duration in the glider event.
A new type, which eliminates all these difficulties, is offered you. Yes, a really revolutionary glider . . .
A scientific model which anyone can build at one-quarter the cost and time of the present type!
A microfilm glider! Surprised? Well who wouldn’t be? Just think, no more glider polishing!
No more straining of arms and backs!

Model Airplane News March 1941
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Now the question is asked:  "How could you throw a microfilm glider up?" The answer: "You
don’t." The model is simply held in a level flight position, six feet above the floor, and released.
Simple? What else could anyone want? To you builders who have complained of lack of armories
or other space to fly in, your worries are over. You could even hold contests for this type of model
in your own homes or club houses. As for the duration, which seems unbelievable, the author
during his experiments attained flights of forty or fifty seconds with a model of thirty square
inches of wing area. This time would place in any contest. The world record for this class has
already been unofficially broken. The glider conforms with all rules set up by the A.M.A. The
model is very simple to construct, as the wing and tail construction and size are the same so only
one drawing is shown on the plan for both. Use only the lightest balsa obtainable and take the
greatest care in building and covering this super-light glider. If you are not familiar with indoor building
use slightly larger sizes than indicated on the plan.
Now begin the construction of the model: First make a template of 1/8" sheet balsa, for one-
half the wing. Next cut two strips of 1/64" square balsa. Soak them in hot water, bend the strips
around the template and slip a small rubber band over them to hold the strips in place while
drying. When dry cement the strips together to form the wing outline and at the same time pin them
down on to the plan.
Make a cardboard template of the wing section and cut the required number of ribs out of 1/64"
sheet balsa. Cement them in place after slicing off the proper amount of the ribs trailing edges to
conform with the plan. Next cut a strip, the required length, 1/64" square for the wing spar. Cement
this at the required position to the wing tips and ribs. Use the same operation in the construction
of the tail.
The body is made from a piece of light balsa 1/20" square sanded round and tapered slightly
toward the rear. Next cement the wing and tail in their respective positions.
Great care must be taken in covering the very light framework with microfilm. They can be
covered separately or both at the same time. For latter, make a large sheet of film and after
wetting the framework with saliva press it on to the film. When perfectly dry trim away the excess
film with a hot piece of wire. No dihedral is needed in either wing or tail. The model also flies
without the use of a rudder.
As previously stated, the. model is released from a height of s ix feet above the floor as required
under A.M.A. rules; the model then gliding very slowly downward. If the model sta l ls you will
notice that very little altitude is lost, as it simply flies backwards until it again gains forward
momentum. This is possible because of the very large tail which causes the model to be perfectly
balanced. This also eliminates the use of weight in the nose.
For flying in a room a turn can be obtained by warping down the leading edge of the tail at one
tip. The author’s model had a sinking speed of .15 inches per second. Best flights can be
obtained in evenly heated rooms, temperatures running from 70-90 degrees and free from any
disturbing air currents. If the model is entered in a contest, first find the best suited location in
the armory or building in which the meet is to be held before attempting flights.
Now let’s see what you can do with your glider. Any questions will be gladly answered by the
author. But remember that the builder who shows the greater skill in building this model will be
able to make the best flights, as this type of model puts everyone on an even basis for competition.
Best of luck.
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NOTE: this item appeared originally on thePMFC website, and other similar build comments can be found there, on such
models as The Playboy, Connecticut Yankee, Aeronca Sedan, Super Scorpion, Junior 60, Cloud Elf, and the Elf Biplane.
To find them, go towww.peterboroughmfc.organd look under "Members' Models." there are many other worthwhile write-
ups there, too.
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Brian Penhall (SAM 35) with his Bowden "Conquest" at Odiham inthe 80’s.

Peter Michel (SAM35) ROG’s his "Isis" Wakefield at Odiham in the 80’s.
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Brian Yearly (SAM35) ROG’s his "Flying Minutes" Wakefield at Odiham in the 80’s.

Unknown modeller with "Gypsy" Wakefield at Odiham in the 80’s.
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Bernard Aslett holds while Reg Parham winds his O/D Wakefield at Odiham in the 80’s.

Reg Parham ROG’s his O/D Wakefield at Odiham in the 8o’s.
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Fig 1 Pattern for fin lettering decal, starboard side. Fig 2 Top- template for port fin decal.
printed onto clear decal film and cut to shape prior to application. Bottom- cut decal and fin

Fig 3 Starboard side decal applied to fin and rudder. Fig 4 Bottle of Klear before re-formulation
enough to last a lifetime.
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Fig 5 Wing registration masks Fig 6 Wing covered with newspaper protection priorto spraying.
Rolls of low tack Kamoi tape above.

Fig 7 Sprayedregistration on starboard wingoutlines Fig 8 Masking for ailerons
and inked aileron
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Fig 9 Nesmith Cougar Peanut in assembled state nearly ready for fitting top stringer and covering.
The fin has not yet been glued into position and the wing is just resting. Must do something about those red wheels!

c­°²¦¡­«§¬¥=§¬¢­­°=¢~²£±=§¬=²¦£=p­³²¦Jb~±²=µ§²¦=¤°££J¤ª§¥¦²=±£±±§­¬±
c³°²¦£°=¢£²~§ª±=¡~¬= £=¤­³¬¢=­¬=²¦£=_jc^=µ£ =±§²£K

pb_cj^=«££²§¬¥=~²²¦£=hO=`°~µª£·I=p³¬¢~·=R²¦c£ °³~°·=NN~«=²­=RKPM®«=Ec°££Jcª§¥¦²=­¬ª·F
µ§ªª=f=¦~´£=²¦£=`­³¥~°=°£~¢·\

q­¬ °§¢¥£=d~±±£°±=C=o³  £°=c~¬¡§£°±I
h§¬¥±=o­¡¦£±²£°I=SKPM=²­=NM®«I=p~²³°¢~·=£´£¬§¬¥±=OU²¦g~¬³~°·I=OR²¦c£ °³~°·I=OR²¦j~°¡¦



ON

^£°­«­¢£ªª£°±=a£®~°²£¢J j~°²·¬=m°£±±¬£ªªC=g­£=_~°¬£±

j~°²·¬ ±=­ §²³~°·=§±=²¦£=¡­« §¬£¢«£«­°§£±­¤j~°²§¬=a§ªª·Ig­¦¬=q~·ª­°I=j§¡¦~£ª=`~«® £ªªI=_°§~¬=o~®§£°IC=g§«
t°§¥¦²I=¡­ªª~²£¢= ·=o­¥£°=k£µ«~¬K

j~°²·¬=m°£±±¬£ªªW`b¬¥I=co^£pIJ OQ²¦p£®²£« £°=NVPSU²¦g~¬³~°·=OMNT

_­°¬=§¬p­³²¦£¬¢I=j~°²·¬=µ~±=~¬=~´§~²§­¬=£¬²¦³±§~±²=~¬¢=©££¬
«­¢£ªª£°=¤°­«=~¬=£~°ª·=~¥£K=e£=¤ª£µ=¦§±=«­¢£ª±=µ§²¦=²¦£=_£ª¤~§°±
`ª³ I= £¡­«§¬¥=~=¢£±§¥¬£°=¤­°=`­¬²£±²=h§²±=­¤=i£§¥¦J­¬Jp£~=~²=²¦£
~¥£=­¤=£§¥¦²££¬K=q¦£=`°£±²~=C=p¯³§ =µ£°£=~«­¬¥±²=¦§±=£~°ª·
¢£±§¥¬±K

j~°²·¬=µ~±=~=¤­³¬¢£°=«£« £°=­¤=²¦£=s§©§¬¥±=¤°££=¤ª§¥¦²=¥°­³®
¤­°«£¢=¤°­«=p²=^ª ~¬±=C=k­°µ§¡¦=¡ª³ =«£« £°±=~¬¢=®ª~¡£¢=¤§°±²
§¬=²¦£=­¬ª·=¡­« §¬£¢=°³  £°L®­µ£°L¥ª§¢£°=¡ª³ =¡¦~«®§­¬±¦§®=°³¬
§¬=²¦£= TM±K
e£=µ~±=`¦~§°«~¬=­¤=²¦£=p²=^ª ~¬±=j­¢£ª=^£°­=`ª³ =¤­°=«~¬·

·£~°±=²¦°­³¥¦=²¦£= UM±=C= VM±I=µ­°©§¬¥=²§°£ª£±±ª·=²­=¢£´£ª­®=²¦£=¡ª³ =C=²°~¬±¤­°«§¬¥=§²=¤°­«=~
±«~ªª=¥°­³®=¤ª·§¬¥=­¬=~=®³ ª§¡=±§²£=²­=~=µ£ªª=°£¥³ª~²£¢=¡ª³ =µ§²¦=~=®°§´~²£=¤ª·§¬¥=±§²£I=±­³¬¢
¤§¬~¬¡£±I=²°~§¬§¬¥=±¡¦£«£±I=±­¡§~ª=£´£¬²±=C=±³®®­°²=¤­°=ª­¡~ª=¡¦~°§²§£±K
c­°=²¦£=j§ªª£¬¬§³«I=¦£=­°¥~¬§±£¢=²¦£=®³ ª§¡~²§­¬=­¤=²¦£=`ª³ =e§±²­°·¡­´£°§¬¥=²¦£=·£~°±=NVNMJ
OMMMK
e£=¢£±§¥¬£¢=~=°~¬¥£=­¤=®­µ£°=«­¢£ª=®°­®£ªª£°±=¤­°=o^j=i²¢=§¬=NVVTI=³²§ª§±§¬¥=¦§±=£¶²£¬±§´£
©¬­µª£¢¥£=­¤=~£°­¢·¬~«§¡=±©§ªª±K=j~°²·¬ ±=®°§«~°·=«­¢£ªª§¬¥§¬²£°£±²=£´£¬²³~ªª·=£´­ª´£¢=§¬²­
¤°££=¤ª§¥¦²=°³  £°=¢³°~²§­¬=«­¢£ª±I=«­±²ª·=¡­¬¡£°¬§¬¥=¢£±§¥¬±=¤°­«=²¦£= d­ª¢£¬=b°~ =­¤
~£°­«­¢£ªª§¬¥K=e§±=µ§¤£I=v´­¬¬£I=~¡¡­«®~¬·§¬¥=¦§«=~²=`ª³ =«££²§¬¥±¦­ª¢§¬¥=«­¢£ª±=¤­°=µ§¬¢§¬¥
C=°£²°§£´§¬¥= ~±=°£¯³§°£¢ K

l¬=°£²§°£«£¬²I=j~°²·¬=«­´£¢=²­=i·«§¬¥²­¬I=e~«®±¦§°£=C=¨­§¬£¢=²¦£=_­³°¬£«­³²¦=j­¢£ª
^£°­¬~³²§¡~ª=p­¡§£²·K=q¦£°£=¦£=¡°£~²£¢=C=§¬²°­¢³¡£¢=²¦£=`ª³ =`ª~±±§¡=¡ª~±±=¤­°=°³  £°=®­µ£°£¢
¢³°~²§­¬=«­¢£ª±~¥~§¬=¤°­«=²¦£= d­ª¢£¬=b°~¥£¬£°­³±ª·=¢­¬~²§¬¥=²µ­=²°­®¦§£±=²­= £
¡­«®£²£¢=¤­°= ·=£¬²¦³±§~±²§¡=«­¢£ª=¤ª·£°±K=a³°§¬¥=²¦§±=²§«£I=¦£=~ª±­=®³ ª§±¦£¢=°£¢°~µ¬=®ª~¬±
­¤=¡ª~±±§¡=«­¢£ª±=¤°­«=²¦£= QM±=²­=²¦£= SM±=²°~¢§¬¥=~±=jpm=mª~¬±I=~±=µ£ªª=~±=¡­«®ª£²§¬¥=¦§±
¢£¤§¬§²§´£= ­­©=­¬= j­¢£ª=mª~¬£±=^£°­¤­§ª±=C=t§¬¥± I=®³ ª§±¦£¢=§¬=OMNRK=e£=¡­¬²§¬³£¢=²­= ³§ª¢
~¬¢=¤ª·=«­¢£ª±= ­²¦=µ§²¦=¦§±=¤°§£¬¢±=¤°­«=²¦£=p²=^ª ~¬±=C=_j^p=`ª³ ±K=p£´£°~ª=­¤=²¦£=«­¢£ª±
¦£=¡­¬±²°³¡²£¢=~°£=¬­µ=µ§²¦=²¦£=_jc^I=²­= £=³ª²§«~²£ª·=£¶¦§ §²£¢=§¬=²¦£§°=¬£µ=k~²§­¬~ª=`£¬²°£K
l²¦£°±I=«­±²ª·=¡ª~±±§¡=t~©£¤§£ª¢±I=¦~´£= ££¬=®°­´§¢£¢=²­=²¦£=k~²§­¬~ª=^£°­±®~¡£=i§ °~°·I
µ¦£°£=²¦£·=~°£=¬­µ=¢§±®ª~·£¢K

f¬=¦§±=®°­¤£±±§­¬~ª=ª§¤£I=j~°²·¬=¥~§¬£¢=~=¢£¥°££=§¬=~£°­¬~³²§¡~ª=£¬¥§¬££°§¬¥=¤°­«=i­¬¢­¬
r¬§´£°±§²·=C=¨­§¬£¢=e~¬¢ª£·=m~¥£=i²¢=§¬=NVRT=~±=~¬=~§°¤°~«£=±²°£±±=£¬¥§¬££°I=µ­°©§¬¥=§¬§²§~ªª·
­¬=²¦£=em=NNR=¢£ª²~=®°­¨£¡²=C=ª~²²£°ª·=~²=²¦£=e~¬¢ª£·=m~¥£=¤~¡§ª§²·I=o~¢ª£²²=µ¦£°£=¦£=µ­°©£¢
­¬=²¦£=em=s§¡²­°=C=­²¦£°=®°­¨£¡²±K=a³°§¬¥=²¦§±=²§«£I=¦£= £¡~«£=§¬´­ª´£¢=§¬=«~¬®­µ£°£¢=~§°¡°~¤²
~¬¢=µ~±=~=¤­³¬¢£°=«£« £°I=²¦£¬=`¦~§°«~¬=­¤=²¦£=e£°²¤­°¢±¦§°£=m£¢~ª=^£°­¬~³²±=µ§²¦=±§¶=­²¦£°
«£« £°±=¤­°=±­«£=²¦§°²££¬=·£~°±K=t­°©=¡­««£¬¡£¢=§¬=NVST=²­=¢£±§¥¬=C= ³§ª¢=~=E²µ­F=«~¬
®­µ£°£¢=~§°¡°~¤²²¦£=q­³¡~¬I=¤§¬~¬¡£¢= ·=«£« £°±¡­¬²°§ ³²§­¬±=C=~=¥°~¬²=­¤=áSMMK=m~°²±
µ£°£=«~¢£=§¬=«£« £° ±=¥~°~¥£±=C=§¬=~=®­°²~ ª£= ³§ª¢§¬¥ª­¡~²£¢=­¬=²¦£=e~¬¢ª£·=m~¥£=¡~°=®~°©
~²=o~¢ª£²²K=t§²¦=²¦£=±³¢¢£¬=¢£«§±£=­¤=e~¬¢ª£·=m~¥£=§¬=NVTMI=²¦£=®°­¨£¡²=µ~±=²¦°£~²£¬£¢= ³²
²¦£=l¤¤§¡§~ª=o£¡£§´£°=¥°~¬²£¢=®£°«§±±§­¬=²­=~±±£« ª£=²¦£=q­³¡~¬=§¬=~=¦~¬¥~°=­¬=±§²£K=f¬=g³ª·
NVTPI=²¦£=£¤¤­°²±=­¤=²¦£=²£~«=µ£°£°£µ~°¢£¢=µ§²¦=~=TMM=·~°¢=¤ª§¥¦²=¢­µ¬=²¦£=«~§¬=°³¬µ~·=~²



OO

o~¢ª£²²K=`­¬±£¯³£¬²ª·Ij~°²·¬=µ~±=~ ª£=²­=®°£±£¬²=~=®~®£°=²­=²¦£=o­·~ª=^£°­¬~³²§¡~ª=p­¡§£²·
­¬=²¦£=~¡¦§£´£«£¬²±=­¤=²¦£=q­³¡~¬=C=«~¬=®­µ£°£¢=¤ª§¥¦²±K
f¬=²¦£=«£~¬²§«£I=j~°²·¬=¦~¢=¤­³¬¢=~ª²£°¬~²§´£=£«®ª­·«£¬²=~±=e£~¢=­¤=^£°­±®~¡£=b¬¥§¬££°§¬¥
~²=²¦£=e~²¤§£ª¢=m­ª·²£¡¦¬§¡=Eª~²²£°ª·=²¦£=e£°²¤­°¢±¦§°£=r¬§´£°±§²·FI=ª£¡²³°§¬¥=­¬=~§°¡°~¤²
±²°³¡²³°£±K
e£=~ª±­= £¡~«£=~=¡­¬±³ª²~¬²=µ§²¦=²¦£=b¬¥§¬££°§¬¥=a~²~=p¡§£¬¡£±=r¬§²I=µ¦§¡¦=§¬´­ª´£¢=¦§«=§¬=~¬¢
¯³~ª§¤§£¢=¦§«=~±=~`^^=¡¦§£¤=±²°£±±=£¬¥§¬££°=­¬=~§°±¦§®±K=e£=µ~±=§¬=²¦£=¢£±§¥¬=²£~«=¤­°=²¦£
d£°«~¬=d­´£°¬«£¬²=±®­¬±­°£¢=`~°¥­ª§¤²£°=®°­¨£¡²=§¬=²¦£=ª~²£= VM±I=¡ª~§«§¬¥=²­=±®­²=~=±£°§­³±
¤ª~µ=§¬=²¦£=®°­¨£¡²¬~«£ª·=~¤²£°=¢£ª§´£°§¬¥=~=TR=²­¬¬£=®~·ª­~¢I=¦­µ=µ~±=²¦£=¡~°°·§¬¥=~§°±¦§®
~¬¡¦­°£¢=²­=®°£´£¬²=§²=¤ª·§¬¥=~µ~·>=e£= £¡~«£=~=¡­¬±³ª²~¬²=²­=e· °§¢=^§°=s£¦§¡ª£±I=µ¦­=¦~¢
~¡¯³§°£¢=²¦£=~±±£²±=­¤=²¦£=p©·¡~²=d°­³®=§¬=OMMTK=m°§­°=²­=²¦§±I=¦£=µ~±=§¬´­ª´£¢=§¬=²¦£
¢£´£ª­®«£¬²=­¤=²¦£=p©·`~²=ª§¤²§¬¥= ­¢·=~§°±¦§®=§¬=§²±£~°ª·=¢~·±=~¬¢=¡£°²~§¬ª·=«~¢£=²¦£=¤§°±²
¤ª§¥¦²=­¤=~=¤³ªª·=µ­°©§¬¥=­¬£=±§¶²¦=±¡~ª£=¢£«­¬±²°~²­°=«­¢£ª=¢³  £¢=²¦£= p©·=h§²²£¬ K=f²=µ~±
°~¢§­=¡­¬²°­ªª£¢=~¬¢=£ª£¡²°§¡=®­µ£°£¢=C=¤ª£µ=­³²±§¢£=²¦£=~§°±¦§®=±¦£¢±=~²=`~°¢§¬¥²­¬=§¬=g³ª·
OMMMK=q¦£=¢£«­¬±²°~²­°=«­¢£ª=µ~±=³±£¢=²­=±¦­µ=²¦£´£¦§¡ª£ ±=~ §ª§²·=²­=²~©£=­¤¤=~¬¢=ª~¬¢
£¯³~ªª·=­¬=ª~¬¢=~¬¢=µ~²£°I=²­=«~¬­£³´°£=µ§²¦=²­²~ª=¡­¬²°­ª=~¬¢=~³²­¬­«·=~¬¢=²­=~¬¡¦­°=§²±£ª¤=§¬
±³¡©J¢­µ¬ =«­¢£=µ§²¦­³²=¬££¢=­¤=~¬·=¥°­³¬¢=®£°±­¬¬£ª=­°=£¯³§®«£¬²K

^=´£°·=¤§¬£=«­¢£ªª£°I= ­²¦=§¬= ³§ª¢§¬¥=C=¤ª·§¬¥=~¬¢~=¡­¬±³««~²£=®°­¤£±±§­¬~ª=£¬¥§¬££°I=j~°²·¬
µ~±=~=®ª£~±³°£=²­=©¬­µI=²­=²~ª©=µ§²¦=­¬=±³ ¨£¡²±=¢£~°=²­=¦§±=¦£~°²=~¬¢=~=²°³£=¥£¬²ª£«~¬K=q¦~²
±­=«~¬·=­¤=¦§±=«­¢£ª±=£¶§±²I=±­«£=­¬=¢§±®ª~·I=«~¬·=«­°£=­µ¬£¢=~¬¢=¤ª­µ¬= ·=¦§±¤°§£¬¢±=§±=~
ª~±²§¬¥=²°§ ³²£=²­=¦§«K

R.I.P.
g­£=_~°¬£±W

f=~«=´£°·=±~¢=²­=°£®­°²=²¦~²=g­£=_~°¬£±=¦~±
®~±±£¢=~µ~·=¨³±²=±¦­°²=­¤=¦§±=US²¦=_§°²¦¢~·K
j~¬·= ­¤= ·­³= µ§ªª= °£«£« £°= g­£= ~±= ~= ¦§¥¦ª·
¡­«®£²§²§´£= t~©£¤§£ª¢= ~¬¢= l®£¬= o³  £°Lm­µ£°
¤ª·£°=¤°­«=²¦£=ª~²£=NVQMD±=²¦°­³¥¦=²­=²¦£=ª~²£
NVUMD±K=g­£=~ªµ~·±=©£®²=¦§±=§¬²£°£±²=§¬=¤°££=¤ª§¥¦²
~¤²£°=¦£=°£²³°¬£¢=²­=¦§±=­²¦£°=ª­´£=­¤=±~§ª§¬¥=¢³°§¬¥
°£²§°£«£¬²I=­¤²£¬=~²²£¬¢§¬¥=²¦£=k~²§­¬~ª±=²­=«££²
­ª¢=¤°§£¬¢±=~¬¢±££=¦­µ=²¦§¬¥±=µ£°£=¢£´£ª­®§¬¥K

f¬=«­°£=°£¡£¬²=·£~°±=¦£=¦~±= ££¬=±~§ª§¬¥=«­¢£ª=·~¡¦²±=~¬¢=¡­«®£²§¬¥=§¬=©§²§¬¥=¡­«®£²§²§­¬±K
e~´§¬¥=ª­±²=¦§±=µ§¤£=cª­°£¬¡£=~=·£~°=~¥­I=¦£=«­´£¢=²­=a£° ·=§¬=«§¢=OMNS=²­= £=¬£~°£°=¦§±=£¶
cN~=¤ª·§¬¥=±­¬=a~´£I=~¥~§¬=²¦~²=«~¬·=­¤=·­³=µ§ªª=©¬­µK

f=µ~±=®ª£~±£¢²­=«££²=³®=µ§²¦=g­£=§¬=a£¡£« £°I=¦£
µ~±~±=¡¦~°«§¬¥=~¬¢=²¦­³¥¦²¤³ª=~±=µ£=~ªª=µ§ªª=¦~´£
°£«£« £°£¢=¦§«K=^=²°³£=¥£¬²ª£«~¬=²¦~²=ª§´£¢=~=¤³ªª
~¬¢=´£°·=~¡²§´£=ª§¤£K
q¦§±=®¦­²­=­¤=g­£µ§²¦¦§±=m^^¡~ §¬=«­¢£ª=µ~±=²~©£¬
§¬=OMNSµ¦£¬=¦£~¡²³~ªª·=¡~«£=²­=k­°²¦=i³¤¤£¬¦~«§¬
g³ª·=µ§²¦¦§±=«­¢£ªI=¦§±=ª~±²=´§±§²=²­=~=¤ª·§¬¥=¤§£ª¢
µ¦£°£= ¦£= µ~±= ®ª£~±£= ²­= «££²= ±­«£= ­¤= ¦§±­ª¢
¡­¬²£«®­°~°§£±=­¬¡£=~¥~§¬K
e£=µ~±=®ª~¬¬§¬¥=­¬=¤ª·§¬¥=§²=~²=²¦£=OMNT=_­µ¢£¬K

h£¬c~³¶
R.I.P.



OP

q¦£=a_ei§ °~°·=Ej~¥~¸§¬£±F o­·=q§ªª£°

o£®­°²=k­K=TPK=jlslI=j§ª~¬I=f²~ª·I=¡­¬²§¬³£¢K

q¦§±=«­¬²¦ ±=°£®­°²=¡­¬¡ª³¢£±=²¦£=ª­­©=~²=²¦£
jlsl= ¡~²~ª­¥³£= ­¤= NVQRI= §¬= µ¦§¡¦= jlsl
§¬²°­¢³¡£=²¦°££=¡­¬²°­ª=ª§¬£=«­¢£ª±I=²¦£=jOVI
jPN=~¬¢=jPPK
m£°¦~®±= £¤­°£=f=¡­««£¬²=­¬=²¦£±£=«­¢£ª±=f
±¦­³ª¢=¥§´£=·­³=²¦£=¤³ªª=¦§±²­°·=­¤=«·=¡­¬²°­ª
ª§¬£=£¶®£°§£¬¡£K=q¦°££=­°=¤­³°=ª~®±I=²¦£¬=f=¤£ªª
­´£°=¤££ª§¬¥=¥§¢¢·=~¬¢=´­µ£¢=¬£´£°=²­=°£®£~²
²¦£=£¶£°¡§±£K=t¦~²=f=©¬­µ=~ ­³²=¡­¬²°­ª=ª§¬£
¡­³ª¢=  £= µ°§²²£¬= ­¬= ²¦£=  ~¡©= ­¤= ~= ®­±²~¥£
±²~«®I=¨³±²=~¬=­°¢§¬~°·=­¬£=¬­²=~=`¦°§±²«~±
±®£¡§~ªI= ³²=¦£°£=µ£=¥­=~¬·µ~·K
q¦£=jlsl=jOV=§±=~=²µ§¬= ­­«=¡­¬²°­ª=ª§¬£
«­¢£ª=­¤=OP =µ§¬¥±®~¬=¤­°=~=O¡¡=«­²­°I=µ¦§¡¦=§±=±¦­µ¬=§¬±²~ªª£¢=§¬´£°²£¢K=q¦£= £ªª¡°~¬©=§±
¤§²²£¢=²­=²¦£=ª£¤²=¦~¬¢= ­­«=µ§²¦=²¦£=¡­¬²°­ª=°­¢=°³¬¬§¬¥=¢­µ¬=²¦£=±§¢£=­¤=²¦£= ­­«=²­=²¦£
¦­°¬K=q¦§±=¦­°¬=ª­­©±=²­=«£=²­= £=¯³§²£=ª­¬¥=®£°¦~®±=§¬¢§¡~²§¬¥=~= £¥§¬¬£° ±=«­¢£ª=µ¦§¡¦=§±
°~²¦£°=¤­°¥§´§¬¥=­¤=~¬·=£¶¡£±±=¡­¬²°­ª=§¬®³²±K=e~´£=~=ª­­©=~²=²¦£= £ªª¡°~¬©I=²¦£=¦­ª£=¤­°=²¦£
¡­¬²°­ª=°­¢=§±=¤­°µ~°¢=­¤=²¦£=®§´­²K=t¦·=µ­³ª¢=²¦~²= £\=mª£~±£=ª£²=«£=¦~´£=·­³°=²¦­³¥¦²±=­¬
²¦§±K



OQ

k£¶²=²¦£=jPN=¡­¬²°­ª=ª§¬£=±®££¢=«­¢£ªK
k­=¡­««£¬²±=¤°­«=«£I=±§«®ª·=~=®¦­²­=¤°­«=²¦£=¡~²~ª­¥³£=µ§²¦=²£¶²=~¬¢=®ª~¬=¤°­«=^£°­«­¢£ªª£°
^¬¬³~ª=NVQUK=j­°£=¢£²~§ª£¢=®ª~¬I=µ¦§¡¦=ª­­©±=²­= £=²¦£=±~«£=«­¢£ª= ³²=¢­£±=¬­²=¡ª~§«=²­= £
jlslI=~´~§ª~ ª£= ·=£J«~§ªK



OR

c§¬~ªª·=²¦£=jPPI=~=±²³¬²=«­¢£ª=­¤=NMMM=««==E²­=³±=PV F=µ§¬¥±®~¬=¤­°=£¬¥§¬£±=³®=²­=NM¡¡K=¡~®~¡§²·K
f=µ§ªª=±²§¡©=«·=¬£¡©=­³²=~¬¢=±~·=²¦~²=§²=ª­­©±=ª§©£=~=¬§¡£=±§«®ª£=°³¥¥£¢=«­¢£ª=µ¦§¡¦I=µ§²¦=~
±·««£²°§¡~ª= µ§¬¥= ±£¡²§­¬= ~¬¢= ®ª£¬²·= ­¤¡­¬²°­ª= ±³°¤~¡£= «­´£«£¬²I= «~·= °£µ~°¢= ~¬·
 ³§ª¢£°L¤ª·£°=µ§²¦=~=ª§´£ª·=´§¬²~¥£=®£°¤­°«~¬¡£K=`­««£¬²±=®ª£~±£=­¬=²¦£=¡­«®£²§²­°=¬³« £°=­¬
²¦£=±³ =¤§¬K
q¦£=¤§ª£±=ª§±²§¬¥=²¦£=«~¥~¸§¬£±=£²¡K=¦£ª¢=§¬=²¦£=ª§ °~°·=~¬¢=ª§±²§¬¥=²¦£=®ª~¬±=²­= £=¤­³¬¢=§¬=²¦­±£
«~¥~¸§¬£±=¦~´£= ££¬=³®¢~²£¢=²­=£¬¢=OMNSK=v­³=µ§ªª=¬­²= £=±³°®°§±£¢=²¦~²=f²~ª§~¬=±­³°¡£¢=§²£«±
«~©£=³®=~=ª~°¥£=®~°²=­¤=²¦£=³®¢~²£K=j·=²¦~¬©±=²­=j§©£=m~°©£°=¤­°=®ª~¡§¬¥=²¦£±£=³®¢~²£¢=¤§ª£±
­¬=²¦£=µ£ =±§²£=µ¦£°£=·­³=µ§ªª=¤§¬¢=²¦~²=²¦£·=~°£=°£~¢§ª·=~´~§ª~ ª£=¤­°=¢­µ¬ª­~¢K

o­·=q§ªª£°I=²£ª=MNOMO=RNNPMVI=£«~§ª°­·K²§ªª£°]¬²ªµ­°ª¢K¡­«

o­·=q§ªª£°



OS

`££_§°¢ J ^«£°§¡~¬=j­¢£ªª£°=k­´La£¡=NVSR

Delightfully different! "CEE BIRD" Free Flight
The author and his friends have
racked up hundreds of flights in
all categories of competition
with this canard design
Years ago, the four-minute mile
was the goal of distance
runners. For me, "Gee Bird"
represents my four minutes. I’ve
had successes building models
over a thirty-year period, but so
far this one is tops. Each new
flight is still as exciting as the
first.
Canards appear unusual, yet to
perform successfully they still
have to meet the same basic
areodynamic requirements that
enable tractor designs to fly.
This is meant as an introduction
to a little understood and too
long neglected model type. If built under nine ounces, Cee Bird can still fly in competition under
current rules. Speaking of rules, I recently watched Bob Hunter and friends flying 1959 designs
that could match any of today’s. So that for rules! Give me Cee Bird every time. The two �A . and
A Canards I flew at the ’63 Nats were identical to the original version which I flew at the ’59 Nats.
From the very first flight these ships all exhibited stability supposedly lacking in Canard designs.
The most noticeable feature of Cee Bird is the glide. With reasonable care, it is possible to achieve
a glide so flat that when the stall does arrive the only part of the plane affected is the nose. The
force arrangement is similar to a beam balance. In this case the C.G. represents the fulcrum. Too
much weight in the nose will increase the glide angle, whereas conversely, not enough weight
will make the nose oscillate up and down like our beam balance. The ideal setting is had when
the nose barely oscillates (stall).
This job has 392 square inches but glides like a 1300 (I also fly a nine foot version). No doubt
about it, this is a big �A . As a result, the climb is brisk, but not spectacular. While no bomb, Cee
Bird is definitely competitive. Cee Bird surprised everyone with its ability to fly after sundown. I
expect to decorate my darkroom with San-Valeer’s night contest hardware.

Of all my Canard experiments (1/2 A, A, B, C, FAI Wakefield and Nordic) the force arrangement
of the 392 Cee Bird is confirmed by over five hundred successful gas-powered flights.
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Other builders, notably C. P. "Lucky" Moody, are having similar success with this design. In
extending an invitation to build Cee Bird, I would like to point out its forgiving nature. In case of
sudden impacts (crash), notice the well-protected engine and prop location. I can wear out a lot
of engines because of this feature. The mortality rate on wings is very low, excepting weak spars.
The fuselage design permits the wing and stab to shift with any kind of impact. The nose has punched
a hole or two in old mother earth on occasion, but has no pylon to crack with resultant repair and
alignment problems. All my problems have been cockpit errors or of mechanical origin. Plus careless
material selection leading to either overweight or folding wing models. Constructing Gee Bird is
pleasant and rapid. Don’t let that slice-rib wing scare you. Select wood carefully as weight is
important. Total weight of finished model should not exceed 9-oz.
Wing. Lay out the leading and trailing edges first, cut and install 3/32" sq. rib bottoms. Next install
the spars. No mushy material here, please! While this is drying, slice rib tops from 3/32" sheet (I
used an aluminum rib template). Cement rib tops and allow overnight drying. Connect the two wing
panels with 1/16" plywood dihedral braces. Use 10 degrees or about 5" dihedral under each tip.
Plank center section and finish in customary fashion. The stabilizer is built using solid sheet ribs
(extra weight up front helps). Use 20 degrees dihedral, or about 4� " under each tip. Sheet top of
center section. Add tie-down and D.T. hooks after covering. Although the full size plans are almost
self-explanatory, we will describe the fuselage construction in detail as an aid to developing a larger
Cee Bird for FAI, B or C classes.
Build the fuselage upside down. Lay out a sheet of 1/8 x 2" x 36" for the top. Using a ball point pen,
draw a line down the center (both sides) of the sheet. Next measure and mark for width (one side
only), the front #1 and #15 (at the firewall) formers, next connect front and rear former marks with
two more lines. Now measure and draw all the cross lines for each former. Fasten the sheet to a
smooth flat surface. Using 3/32" sheet, carefully mark, cut and cement the front and rear formers.
Be sure both are at right angles to the top sheet. By laying a straight-edge between the two standing
formers I can now take true and accurate measurements for width and height (don’t forget we marked
one side for width on the top sheet). Cut and install all the remaining formers. Add the 1/8� x 3/8"
cap strip and when dry, use a balsa plane to trim the cap strip to accept the two side sheets.
The fuselage sides (3/32" sheet) should be trimmed for a smooth tight fit against the top sheet. At
this time, it would be wise to install nut plates, blind nuts, front skid and tank (if using pressure).
Now proceed to cement and to install both sides. Here is where I like one of those plastic squeeze
bottles loaded with cement. The problem is to keep it away from No. 1 son (he repairs things). While
the fuselage is still anchored down, I like to cut and assemble the fin to fuselage. This step makes
accurate alignment easy. Next attach firewall. Here I like Wilhold White Glue. At the front end cement
incidence and nose blocks in position. Sandpaper smooth for a neat covering job.
Finishing. I covered the entire "bird" with Jap tissue and applied five coats of well thinned nitrate
dope. For fuel-proofer, one coat of Fuller Plast does the job for me. Next cement the V.T.O. pegs.
At this stage, install wing tie-down hooks and the stabilizer anchor support. Linen hinge material
makes excellent reinforcing on all the wire fittings.
Rigging. To fly 1/2A and A classes, I use .049 and .051 Holland Hornets. For props, Grish has had
some excellent pusher props. For competition I suggest using a pressurized fuel system. Let’s go
flying! The wing is attached firmly. The stab is attached so that in D.T. position the leading edge pops
up to 60 degrees. To rig the D.T., use a 3" rubber band (size 16) around the fuselage and front stab.
Hook twice, then twist around D.T. fuse and hook at bottom of fuselage. The limit string can loop
around the front skid. All the normal trim adjustments such as tilted stabs (wings in this case), trim
tabs, offset thrust can all apply. I always fly with wing and thrustline at zero offset, plus 3 degrees
incidence on the stab. To check thrustline for offset, put prop in horizontal position and measure from
tips to reference line on top of fuselage to rear of stab. Both measurements should be the same.
Test glide in calm air until thoroughly confident of performance. A slight left turn is normal for hand
launch glides. At this time only! Consider power! Start engine and launch slightly to left of apparent
wind. If power turns are flat, advance slowly to full power. Top power pattern to date is near-vertical
climb with flat (no bank) left turn.
Let’s sum up Cee Bird with some capsule comments. Construct accurately. Keep weight with ballast
under 9-oz (heavy airplanes react sluggishly). Add ballast until Cee Bird balances 6" in front of wing
L.E. This is important! Test glide to obtain a trace of left turn. Tie the stab L.E. securely or you will
have plenty of excitement! Launch to left of wind.
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Model data:
Wing - 150g. Tail - 31g.

Fuselage - 112g (includes pylon 23g).
Power/timer - 260g. Total - 553g.

(19.5 ounces).

Wing +4 deg Tail +1.3 deg. CG 60%.
Thrust line 10deg down.

7deg (yes 7) left.

No warps 2.5degs washout both tips.
Nelson15, side exhaust,
7x4 prop at 23.5 k rpm.
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