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The rebuilt model now in rubber mode complete with radio D/T
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Extract from Model Aircraft April1952

How to Watch:�Radio Control
All previous *How to" articles have given, far too much consideration to that very small section of aero-modellers who
build and fly model aircraft. Little or noattention has been paid to the �Stand and stare� adherentsto this hobby. I can
only hope that this series servesto remind them that they are not altogether forgotten�as they richly deserve to
be.)
Go to any model event or rally, and what do you findto be the star attraction, apart from the tea van, I mean?Whythe
R/C event of course. Long before this popularevent is due to start vast hordes of clamouring spectatorscan be seen
thronging the flying area, there to awaitwith an expectant thrill the Incomparable spectacle of a radio model weaving
its graceful and precise patterns inthe sky above. Which just goes to show what colossaloptimists most people are.
But is the experienced radio watcher so easily fooled?Notlikely. He knows just what to expect, I don’t meanthat he is
in any way cynical. He, too, finds the swooping motion of the radio model strangely moving�particularlywhen out of
control. What I mean is that he is awarethat most of the elaborate equipment strewn over the comp.area is there
solely for exhibition purposes. Any sort ofgadget that resembles the control panel of theBrabazon is to him
immediately suspect of being a pretentiousfraud, while the bloke with a few bits of wire danglingfrom a cocoa tin
may well prove to be the eventual winner.
He knows, too, that of the competing models atleast50 per cent, have never flown and never will;andof the
remaining 50 per cent,, the majority are either of the�No-Joy" press button variety or are fitted with thespecial
o.o.s. equipment (a bumper booklet, on cross "country" running issued free with each unit).
Having thus narrowed down the field to the effectiveflying margin, that is, the bloke with the cocoa tin, hewill
proceed to take critical stock of the aerial manoeuvres.This involves a beautifully executed spiral dive, duringwhich time
the bloke with the cocoa tin franticallymanoeuvres his aerial this way and that way in a desperateendeavour to regain
control, which to everyone’s delight, he never successfully does,
One last word on R/C. The rapid progress that hasbeen made inthisnewfield within the last few years is
nothing short of astonishing. To think that only sorecentlyin1948 the accepted flight pattern, was a fewsimple
turns to the left, a few simple turns to the right, and a sudden downward spiral ending in an attemptedloop. But
what do we find today, after four years of rapiddevelopment? A few simple turns, to the left, a few simpleturns to the
right, and a. sudden downward spiral endingin an attempted loop. Such is the nature of progress inthis atomic age.
After giving a particularly nerve shattering display ofhomicidal flying the owner of a large and formidablepower job
was heard to remark, with some considerablepride, that the engine wasn’t flat out.
Hardly the same could have been said for the lucklessspectators.
Announcing the Bans
By way of throwing a revealing sidelight on the greatdifferences in national behaviour that exist evenbetweenthe
English speaking peoples, came news of the nationwide reaction of the American people to a ban placed onmodel
flying in some obscure little American backwater.All sorts of distinguished Johnnies took their all-Americanstand to
denounce, in the strongest terms, this flagrantviolation of democratic principles; Mayors, Generals and even
Statesmen, falling over each other in theiranxiety to say their piece in the name of American liberty.
Many were the brilliant and inspiring speeches thatranged the length and breadth of the land, but of them. all, none
was more penetrating, nor more appealing tothe inflamed publicimagination, than that of a certainpolice chief,
who pointedly referred to the low incidenceof juvenile delinquency among model builders and to theabsence of sinister
bar crawling types in their virtuous ranks.
Now what would bethe reaction, to a similar ban in the old country? Well, the publicity side of the questioncould
easily be accounted for; a short but exultantnotice in the daily press. Speeches on the subject wouldundoubtedly
be of the pithy breakfast table variety.Mayors, Generals and Statesmen joining with the publicat large to retort as
one man the inevitable: �Jolly good thing, too. Lot of noisy, overgrown kids playingwith toys". But what of the
police chief? What wouldbe the comment of his counterpart in a country wherernodel flyingis regarded, not as an
antidote to juveniledelinquency, but as a very serious form of that particular social menace, and where the twin delights
of modellingand pub crawling are commonly enjoyed by the majorityof indigenous balsa bashers?
Your guess isas good as mine, but I’m of the strongopinion that, even with such a special viewpoint, hecouldn’t
resist saying: "Jolly good thing, too.Lotofnoisy, overgrown kids playing with toys�.
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Plans & Things advertisement from January 1974 Model Builder
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Front cover of �Peanut Power!� Front cover of �Peanuts and Pistachios� Volume 4
with a remarkable photograph of a Fokker Fll - typical of the ampersand series of publications.
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Pistachio scale Lippisch Storch, Tyro-Gyro all sheet autogiro
from Siegfried Gl�ckner plan, 13� rotor diameter, from Bill Hannan�s plan

published in Stick & Tissue volume 3.
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Random Ramblings
I�m sitting here looking at a blank computer screen wondering what pearls of wisdom may flow,

hence the title.  I have done absolutely nothing aeromodelling wise since Peterborough Flying Aces,
apart from my last article, so random ramblings it will have to be, rather than my usual unstructured
drivel.

One thing comes to mind, I recently made contact with another of my 50�s- 80�s aeromodelling
mates Ray Archer.  Ray was with us in our control line heydays and early radio, single channel
through to multi.  He got waylaid along the way and had a foray into the early days of drag racing.
He built a couple of dragsters using an old straight six 3.5 Jaguar engine.  I was peripheral to his
activities but we had some fun, until the big boys and big money moved in.  We went from straight
petrol power through methanol and eventually finished up with three 2-inch SU carburettors on a
Wade blower, swallowing methanol like it was going out of fashion.  The dragster didn�t do any better
times but the terminal velocity improved and with the six open pipes facing skyward emitting white
exhaust vapour it was spectacular for its day.  The expression �Going like a train� was most apt, as
the exhaust shot up to about 10ft and hovered there, in a long line, as the car went down the strip.  I
remember one practice day at Santa Pod, I shot off down the drag strip in the straight six Ford push-
car behind Ray and overtook the Street Car racing in the other lane.  What made it worse for the
driver of the other car was my two kids waving at him out of the Fords window, not good for the guys
ego to be beaten by a push car that gave him 20 yards start to boot.  Happy days.

It didn�t take long to get a good digression going did it?  I never really got started on any vintage
aeromodelling subject did I?

Hey! Ho!, back to the digression, contact between Ray and myself had degenerated to
Christmas Card between wives level for a number of years, then, out of the blue, earlier this year we
get a card from Ray.  He announced that he had finally achieved escape velocity at work and that
the Archers were emigrating to Wales, Neath to be precise.  Fortuitously this card came a few weeks
before the wife and I were off to Tenby for a few days to revisit the two golf courses there, so we
arranged a visit to the Archers on our return journey from Tenby.

Last I�d heard Ray was into electric radio control, when he took me into his new workshop, Oh-
boy! was he into electric? He had some enormous models, semi scale jobs 10 or 12 foot wingspan,
a B25 and a Spitfire.  He also had a huge flying wing, if you are on the web then look at
web.ukonline.co.uk/ray.archer/ , he has a web site with pictures.

Since our reunion we have exchanged a few e-mails, more on his part than mine I must
confess, the results however may prove of some interest to a few of you Sam1066ers and certainly
a diversion from my usual rubbish.

Ray Archer and the B25
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I sent Ray a few pictures of my own models and as he always had a bent for whimsical cartoons, he
soon replied with the following amendments.

Rightis Ray�s version of my best open rubber job 0-3
I think Ray felt a little more wing area was

required, hence the proposed conversion.
Spelling does not appear to be his strong point

though, unless I�m missing something.

A little while before Wallop I was at one
of the hanger meetings at Davids and the
conversation must have got round to float
planes, next thing I know I�m going home with
a vintage float plane ex Ian McDonald minus a
tail plane.  After a fruitless search for the name
of the model in order to make some tail
feathers, I decided to build a tail plane in the
manner of the wing and to hell with
authenticity.  I was not sure whether I could
claim to be the builder of the model, after all I
had constructed a flying surface and just fitted
a rather large prop assembly, with fuselage
and wing attached, on the front.  Whither the
B.O.M. rule.

Ex Ian McDonald Float Plane(Its my tail plane)
I made up a short motor from 14 strands of �, it seemed a bit powerful for the single bladed

prop but I figured R.O.W. would need it, having witnessed a few attempts by others.  I had made a
set of blue foam floats for my old Senator a couple of years back and tried it off water at Peterborough
but no joy.  I was using 12 strands of � in that, but it was old and heavy.  It flew OK but not off water.

I took the Float Plane down to my local trimming site and, with a few hand turns and a small
piece of packing, the model did a couple of turns up to 20 ft. and glided down a treat.  I was ready
for Wallop and Peterborough but sadly no pond at either venue.  I�ve just got it down off the workshop
wall to take the photo.

I seem to be collecting other peoples models at the moment, I have a Gipsy, a Jaguar and am
expecting a Korda shortly.  I will use these models for pleasure flying with an 80 gm motor from 16
strands of � Tan Sport.  The idea is that I will get a nice short burst of power on half turns and not
have to run too far.  I will have to be careful not to wind them up too much or I�ll be into the aerobatic
looping like I got with the same sort of set up in my own Gipsy at the Nationals a couple of years
back.
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Fig 1 Characteristicrubber relax curve
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Simplex 40(Aeromodeller free plan)
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mª~¬±=¤­°=²¦£=«­¬²¦

m­µ£°W=p­=i­¬¥±¡~ª£¢=¢­µ¬=´£°±§­¬=­¤=­ª¢=^«£°§¡~¬=¡ª~±±§¡
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