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La 8th~Grande Coupe de Birminghgoart deux
This will take placetiom Sat 28R Sun 129f February at MOD North Luffenham starting Atl 1. details
are as previously advertised but with the following addition.
The organisers will determine which of the two days of that weekend are likely toanarelbeiitaveail
potential attendees on the evening of ThurBéaytd @onfirm the chosen day. Will all potential fliers please emalil
Gavin Manion gavin.manion84@gmail albead of time so that they are included in that confirmation email.
Gavin Manigravin.manion84@gmail.c&tu Darmon 01858 882057
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"There's someone who wants to join us."'
"Elizabeth,are you there?"

*We can't hear you."

"Can you hear us?'
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Topleal Twidts

Some Patter About Little Feet

Und?ubtedl thcu:li est nuisance on the airﬁgld——
apart from the usual bantering group of non-flying
members—is the presence of a plague of small boys—or,
if you prefer the sociological definition, * little perishers.”

t seems that we must accept, in the great scheme of
things, that small boys are llzut upon this earth for some
inscrutable purpose, though I cannot imagine what it
could be, since only about one in ten thousand grows up
to be an aeromodeller.

Not that all small boys are nuisances, mind. Far from
it; some are just downright pests. In fact there are many
types, each with his own special approach to the peculiar
problem of making life insufferable for the poor aero-
modeller. :

For this reason efforts to disperse the pest collec-
tively are of little avail; they must be treated individually,
according to type. People who have made a close
study of small boys know that, apart from a general
grubbiness, they differ widely in many respects, but each
makes his own little contribution to the sum of human

misery.

For the guidance of the aeromodeller they. can be

categorised and dealt with as follows:

quaohobio-—More generally known as the unwashed
urchin. Usually appear in swarms, and, after gazing
for a while in open mouthed wonder at the models, will
quickly tire of this docile interest, and then proceed to
engage each other in fierce roly-poly battles—much to
the detriment of models and other fragile equipment.
No amount of pleas, cajolery or threats.of physical
violence will divert them from their gladiatorial pursuits.
Only remedy is a threat to wash their grubby faces—
preferably with a wire brush.

The Prodnosey—The scientific child. Cannot restrain from
carrying out resilience tests on model coverings or sub-
mitting balsa wood to trials of breakage strain. Remedy:
Remove model from child’s experimental range and
substitute somebody else’s. -

The Mumspet—Engages in every fearful form of torture
under parental supervision. A difficult subject. Before
taking off coat to father issue dire warning that nasty,
big model might hit little precious, and spoil him in quite
another way.

The Dictatorial—The prep school type. Will give de-
tailed information on number of models his father has

N

Mide

built for him, his vast stock of engines, and the radio job
he is getting for Christmas. Also will demand a demon-
stration flight be given for his sole benefit. In his case
a salutary cuff round the ear may well be appreciated
by the underdogs of the future. '

The Retriever—In spite of despa.iri;:i cries of ““ Leave it
alone,” will dash after and bring back model, which you
will find virtually intact, apart from that small, vital
component left behind in the long grass. In this case
there is only one possible course of action: proceed to
nearest post or telegraph pole and bang your head sharply
against it. .

e L ®

Errata Data

Readers with good memories will have forgotten the
paragraph I wrote a few issues back about that notorious
train journey to Yugoslavia. But, just to be morbid, I
might remind you that it was headed: *“ And So To Bed,”
which did not, I fear, extract quite the same awful groan
as the intended title “ And So To Bled.”

Possibly some humanitarian impulse on the part of
the editorial staff restrained this gross enormity from being
inflicted ﬁn the long suffering reader—feeling that it
might further aggravate the parlous mental condition
of anyone mad enough to read this column.

But putting such mistakes as this column—I mean, as
appear in this column—to one side, I notice an editorial
request for readers to write in and state which are their
favourite features. Some, no doubt, will reveal a marked
Ereferencc for the big, blue eyes of a certain cover girl,

ut as I have no wish to start begging for a living I must
enjoin the gentle reader not to mention which feature he
most detests. After all, this column, at least, does not
believe in favouritism—it is equally nasty to everyone.
® ® o
s Report

It is now 50 years since the first full-size aircraft took
the air, but what amazing progress has been made in this
short time, P

Turning to models we find the antecedents to go back

much further. But what of progress? Well, ;I
don’t know about that, but I think the;Wright, Biplane
would make a pretty good duration job.

Space and Volume :

*“ Star ” performer ‘at the Radlett Rally was a recon-
struction of a genuine Venusian space ship, actually
flown by the author of this fantasy, or should we say the
author of a book on saucerish phenomena.

Described as a slim rather than a tall volume, its main
interest is a contribution by a bloke called Adamski, who
happens to be an American, and not, as you might
suppose, the first Russian. But, unlike this far-sighted
gentleman, we, personally, have never seen any flying
saucers. Still, had we been stood a few ““ rounds ” in a
certain Radlett tent who knows what we may not have
seen,

’ L L] @
A Safe Proposition ;

The question has been asked whether an effort should
be made to put C/L speed flying back on the map.

I agree it should—as far back as possible—say, some
nice_remote island in the South Seas. . . .

3
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Last week | flew in a Zeppelin. We just cruised for forty minutes, but could open the
windows, speak without effort, enjoy watching the world go by 1,000ft below and tell
ourselves what it must have been like when far bigger airships were having their heyday
... Airship flying is total joy from beginning to end and inbetween.

Anthony Smith, broadcaster and author, on flying in the Zeppelin NT, 2007

n contrast to all previous designs, Count
I Zeppelin's concept was to string a number
of gas balloons together within a skeleton,
consisting of lightweight metal rings and
longitudinal girders, wrapped within a
protective outer cover. The advantage of
this type of ‘rigid" airship is that the gas cells
are able to expand or contract as required,
in response to fluctuations in atmospheric
pressure and temperature, without the risk
of compromising the airship's shape.

Construction of the prototype Zeppelin,
LZ1, began in 1898 and was completed

inside a floating wooden hangar just oﬁ’é
the shores of Lake Constance, in southern
Germany. The reason for placing the hangar '
on the water was that it could rotate freely, :
allowing the airship to be removed in line
with the wind direction. Problems with the
hangar breaking its moorings, however,
caused a delay of several months, but by
2 July 1900 the LZ1 was ready for heré

maiden flight.

The airship, designed by the brilliant young
engineer Ludwig Dirr, who went on to !
design all of the subsequent Zeppelins, was a :

In addition to

carrying fare-paying

passengers, the
Hindenburg earned
revenue by taking
airmail and freight
across the Atlantic.
This included cars, a
complete aeroplane
plus a variety of
animals being

transported to zoos.

13

» Civic pride in Count
Zeppelin's work is
marked by this fountain
near the shoreline of
Lake Constance at
Friedrichshafen.

It features the figure of
a boy holding the first
Zeppelin aloft.

14

simple elongated cylinder with pointed ends.
{Its aluminium-zinc alloy frame was 420ft
2(676m) long and it contained seventeen
: rubberised-fabric gas cells with a combined
‘ capacity of 399,000cu ft (cubic feet) or

11,290cu m (cubic metres). Suspended
beneath its underbelly were two open
gondolas - boat-shaped cars - each with a
14.2hp Daimler engine driving aluminium
airscrews, located on either side of the airship,
via transmission shafts. It was equipped with
rudimentary but largely ineffectual control
surfaces, and a sliding counterbalance
weight was suspended beneath the length
of the airship to control its angle of attack
or pitch. It proved to be a short maiden
flight, lasting only eighteen minutes, and
a disappointing one. In all likelihood the
LZ1 had most probably drifted with the
light winds on its 3.5-mile (5.5km) sojourn
because of problems with the controls.
Some of the shortcomings of the LZ1 were
soonrectified. The structure wasstrengthened
through the addition of a triangular external
keel, the Daimler Company was persuaded




to lend two of its latest 80hp engines, and
the moveable weight system was discarded
in favour of box-kite elevator surfaces fore

and aft. All of these improvements resulted
in a creditable airship, but unfortunately
the second flight of the LZ2, on 17 January

leaving the airship drifting out of control. It

winds during the night.

“g

1906, ended in disaster. The rudder jammed : < The LZ6 being eased

and there were problems with both engines, | Soatiaz iz o Lok
: Constance, 1909.

eventually landed as a free balloon, only for
the framework to be smashed by stronger :

backwards out of the
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: <« The wreckage of
LZ4 lies smouldering at

! Echterdingen after the

i disastrous fire in August

: 1908. This event inspired
a wave of public support
: for the Zeppelins.

: < Detail of the
: command gondola of the
{127 showing the forward
¢ control surfaces.
i (US Library of Congress)

Once again Count Zeppelin picked up the airship and its successor if Zeppelin could
pieces and proceeded with LZ3, based on achieve a non-stop demonstration flight :
her predecessor but with slightly upgraded of twenty-four hours to cover a minimum
engines and additional horizontal tail fins. distance of 435 miles (700km). As LZ3
Initial trials were encouraging, including was not up to the task, work began on the
one flight of eight hours' duration, and LZ4 in March 1908, and this airship wasf;
the German government began to take to play a pivotal role in the future of the :
an interest. They offered to buy the Zeppelin Company. -'
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The LZ4 was larger at 446ft (136m)
long, with a capacity of 529,720cu
ft (15,000cu m), and, most importantly,
she had two 105hp four-cylinder Daimler

» Poster promoting
DELAG's passenger

service linking German
cities before the outbreak '
of the First World War.

(US Library of Congress)
engines and larger control surfaces. She

was an immediate success and, after a few
preliminary test flights, including a twelve

T
Pﬂssagle[fahrten mit trip over Switzerland, on 4 August 1908
Zeppelin-Luf[S(hiffen Count Zeppelin set off from Friedrichshafen

at the start of the government-proving

"'iktoria Luiso flight. When an engine breakdown forced

$ in :ﬁ"‘“""" ""_M:"" an unscheduled landing near the small town
Pﬂmglerfa_h plen. |  Echterdingen, not far from Stuttgart, the ship
povevas Rheingas, Taunus, Soessart, Odanweld, Bergsirasse. was secured in the open while the repairs
Fahridauer 1}:=2 Stunden.  Preis pro Person Mk. 100.~.
s hen A i 5 were made. During the night a sudden squall

Linie), Aowikng Lttt §  flung the LZ4 into the air, threw her into

Framkfurt 8. M., Kalerstrasse W, e, Kesse, ST, Tol-bdr, Wiy Uafscitiosr.
e et e, mpemmpe i miaenrt. | trees and the leaking hydrogen burst into

ambur Sa L UERRETET  flames, completely destroying the airship.

This time the seventy-year-old count

believed that his dream was over. But
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the German people had other ideas and,
in what became known as the ‘miracle
of Echterdingen’, there was a massive
and spontaneous groundswell of popular
support and donations began to pour in.
As a result the Zeppelin Company was
formed, with new facilities in the town
of Friedrichahfen, and the business of
building airships carried on. Under the
guidance of a new business manager,
Alfred Colesman, a new company known
as DELAG - the Deutsche Luftschiffahrts
Aktien Gesellschaft (German Airship Share

or Holding Company) - was formed in:
1909 with the intention of linking majoré
cities within Germany through scheduled
airship flights.

In 1910 the LZ7 was christened as :
Deutschland, but met a swift end when :
she crashed in severe winds. This marked
the start of another patch of bad luck for :
the Zeppelins: LZ6 burned in its shed and
LZ8 was wrapped around its hangar doors
by strong crosswinds. In command of the :
LZ8 on that occasion was Hugo Eckener,
a former journalist who had been won_@

: years later.
i (US Library of Congress)

A LZ12 became the
German army's ZIII.
Launched in 1912, it
was dismantled only two

» This illustration from
¢.1915 portrays the
family of contemporary
flying machines with the
Zeppelin dominating
the scene, plus biplanes,
monoplanes, seaplanes
and a non-rigid and
another rigid inset.
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" over to Zeppelin's cause and would later

i become its driving force in the interwar
 years. By the time of the LZ10 Schwaben's
first flight in 1911, DELAG was ready
‘to embark on a brief period of regular
?passenger services. Over the next two
i years more ships followed: Viktoria Luise

(named after the Kaiser's daughtei), Hansa
and Sachsen. By the outbreak of war in
1914, this flcet had successfully conducted
a total of 1,588 commercial flights between
Frankfurt, Dusseldorf, Baden-Oos, Berlin-
Johannisthal, Gotha, Hamburg, Dresden
and Leipzig.
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Our cover picture this month is of a familiar scene on
all club grounds at most week-ends—that of an aero-
modeller preparing his machine for flight with the help
of fellow clubmen. ;

The particular group depicted are members of the North
Kent M.AS. and the machine receiving such earnest

attention is 2 Wakefield specification model designed and made by the Club’s
assistant competition secretary, A. D. Hall, who is seen giving attention to
his propeller spindle prior to winding up. A. D. Hall is well known to most
as a result of his performances with flying boats and seaplanes, but he does
also build successful models in other categories. His two helpers are J.
Knight and Mr. Knight, Snr., who still maintains his enthusiasm for models
by making diesel engines to his own designs. The photograph was taken by
your Editor, at Gravesend Aercdrome.

f{ .
.
NCVIEW
In view of the present

)Cma5, ’ 9 47 difficulties which we are

all facing, it is the very earnest wish of the Editor
and all those associated with the production of this
journal that every model aeroplane enthusiast
should enjoy a thoroughly happy Xmas and as
much good cheer as can be coaxed out of our dwind-
ling rationing allowances.

While our national troubles do not appear to
be diminishing, we are thankful that the spirit of
aero-modcllers is as bouyant as ever and that the
movement is growing at a nice healthy pace.

The year which is nearing its end has been a
momentous one for model aviation in many respects
and a very considerable advance has been made in
establishing our hobby on sound lines in spite of
many difficulties,

Knowing that aeromodellers, as a body, are just
as enthusiastic in their moments of entertainment as
they are on the flying field we are quite sure they
will make the most of those opportunities for festi-
vity which present themselves and that they will
enjoy themselves whatever befalls.

We wish all aero-modellers a very pleasant Xmas
with all possible opportunities and a much brighter
New Year.

On the mg*f’ The Ministry of Civil

; Aviation has just issued
the Preliminary Report of the Special Advisory Com-
mittee on Private Flying, and so far as model aviation
is concerned, this is the most important document
which has been published to date, and one which
will have considerable effect on our hobby if its
recommendations relating to models are carried
out. It is worth the close study of all interested
in model aviation.

The committee was appointed on January 22nd,
1947, to advise the Minister of Civil Aviation on
the development of private flying (including gliding)
and to report to him from time to time on questions
relating thereto.” The committee considered that
models come within the term * Private Flying ”
and The Society of Model Aeronautical Engineers
was amongst the aeronautical societies who were

L]

called upon to give evidence before the committee
and in this connection it was represented by the
chairman of the society. .

The broad result is that, for the first time in its
history, model aviation has received official recog
nition and is now acknowledged as being of prime
importance in the development of the * air-faring »
spirit which we, as a nation, must now foster in
view of the present *air-age.” In short, model
aviation has now been placed on the official aero-
nautical map.

This is something which is long overdue and for
which many of us have been striving for a long time
without appreciable success. It is hoped that
model aviation will derive considerable benefit
in the future from this new outlook, particularly
in the way of general facilities and improved status.

The report is too long for detailed comment in
these pages, but the following extracts from it
will serve to outline the general feeling of the com-
mittee towards model aviation and the more import-
ant steps it advises should be taken.

Section III.  General Observations, para. 23.

“The committee are strongly of the opinion
that the respective activities of model-making,
gliding, and power flying should be co-ordinated on
a national scale. These activities, starting with
modelling by young people still at school, form a
natural chain in the progress of aviation training.
Together they constitute a healthy, educational and
constructive occupation offering full scope for
development of the ingenuity and individuality
inherent in the British race.” (This was a point
stressed by the S.M.A.E.)

Section IV.  Educational Background, para. 35
and 36.

“On the practical side a number of ways of
stimulating and maintaining interest could be
found, amongst which are the utilisation of handi-
craft facilities for making model aircraft, instruc-
tional visits to aircraft industries, aerodromes and
clubs, free flights for older pupils at senior schools,
free air trips abroad as an incentive to good work,
and the granting of scholarships whereby certain
pupils might learn to fly at no cost to themselves.”

PV Y.
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*“The committee recommend that the closest
co-operation be maintained between the Ministry
of Education, the Ministry of Civil Aviation, and
recognised aeronautical bodies in matters designed
to foster the air-faring spirit.”

Section VII.  Model Aircraft Clubs, para. 61, 62,
63 and 64.

*“*We have been much impressed by evidence
from the Society of Model Aeronautical Engineers
concerning the activities of the model aircraft
movement. The movement has great scope and an
abundance of enthusiasm, and is clearly of national
importance.”

*“ The committee are informed that there are at
present more than 350 model aircraft clubs through-
out the country. These clubs provide a healthy
and constructive recreation for thousands of young
people, and an interesting and practical introduction
to the world of aviation.”

“ A number of model aircraft clubs are already
conducted in association with schools, and the
committee feel that in this connection there should
be the closest co-operation between the Ministry of
Civil Aviation and the Ministry of Education, with
a view to introducing aero-modelling in the handi-
craft curriculum of all appropriate schools. Arrange-
ments should also be made in order that such activi-
ties can be co-ordinated with the facilities provided
at air centres, the creation of which is recommended
in Section XXII of this Report , , , ”

**We further recommend that redundant aero-
dromes should be made available for the flying of
model aircraft and that other suitable and con-
venient open spaces should also be made available
for use by the model aeroplane clubs, at no cost.”

Section XXII.
para. 118.
“The committee are most anxious that the
Air Centre should serve as a social focal point for
the activities of model-making, gliding, and power
flying, and also possibly for other sports outside
aviation. However, controversial evidence has
been received as to whether in fact these three
flying activities are operationally compatible, more
experience will have to be gained, but if flying con-
trol and aerodrome discipline are really good and
no one of the threc activities absorbs an unduc
amount of the available aerodrome capacity, then
the committee take the view that this very desirable
arrangement could work harmoniously, although
perhaps not on the smaller types of aerodrome
mentioned in Section XXI."”

Air Centres (at each Aerodrome),

Section XXVI. Summary of Recommendations, para.
127 (i), (i), (ix) and (x).

*The respective activities of model-making,
gliding, and power flying, which form a natural
chain in the progress of aviation training, should
be co-ordinated on a national scale (para. 23).”

** The closest collaboration should be maintained
between the Ministry of Civil Aviation and recog-
nised aeronautical bodies in presenting in attractive
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form matters designed to foster the air-faring spirit
(para. 34-36).”

“There should be the closest collaboration
between the Ministry of Civil Aviation and the
Ministry of Education with a view to introducing
aero-modelling in the handicraft curriculum of all
appropriate schools and such activities should be
co-ordinated with the facilities to be provided at
air centres (para. 63).”

* Redundant aerodromes and other suitable
and convenient open spaces should be made avail-
able for the flying of model aireraft at no cost (para.
64} .,l

From this it will be seen that much progress has
been made and that the S.M.A.E. has succeeded
in establishing model aviation’s case with the
committee to very good effect. In this connection
no little thanks are due to the generous view taken
towards model aviation by the Royal Aero Club,
who advanced the case for aero-modelling enthus-
iastically.

The Report contains a comprehensive Appendix
section dealing with various aspects of aviation
development, basic aircraft types and glider types,
and plans for a proposed air centre for aerodromes.
It is gratifying indeed to find that provision is
being made for aero-modelling by the inclusion of a
model making room and model store in the ‘* In-
structional Block " of the buildings of aerodrome
air centres, which should prove invaluable to local
clubs.

Time must necessarily elapse before the recom-
mendations of the committee are translated into
actual fact, but the seeds have been sown and have
reached a state of germination ; it is up to all aero-
modellers to tend to them carefully until they reach
maturity and bear fruit.

The advent of further

Petrol and the I .
restrictions on the use of
petrol will come as a

Aeromodeller
serious  blow to many

aeromodellers, and in particular to those who are
enthusiastic contest fans.

For this reason it is hoped that the S.ML.A.E.,
with the help of the clubs, will find a good central
site for the 1948 Nationals, capable of being reached
from all parts of the country by public transport.

The officials of the S.M.A.E. are doing all they
can to find such a site, but it is quite impossible for
them to extend their personal search all over the
countryside under present circumstances. Indeed,
it would not be possible for them to do so under
the most favourable conditions.

All clubs who have not already done so should,
therefore, carefully consider all the possible sites
in their locality and if any are considered at all
suitable—whether permission to make use of them
has been obtained or not—they should send particu-
lars of them to the Contest Organising Committee
of the S.M.A.E., at Londonderry House, as quickly
as possible, preferably on the special questionnaire
sheet prepared by the contest committee.
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AJEC Modellers

A most cncouraging aspect of Aor Truning
Corps activity ts the introduction of an annual
modelling championship which for this year was
apen to 37 squadrons of the AT.C.own Hertford-
shire, West Essex and East Essex Wings, Eliniinat-
ing contests at these Wings provided finalists for
the judging of best madels at Hfourd on NMarch 23,
where the organising ofheers of No. 50 ALK,
Recrnting Centre are loeated. There was much to
he said for the standard of workmunship, beanng in
mind the youth of the entrants, and model trade und
press judges had dithculty in defining winners in
two uf the four classes. There was no doubt,
howwver, that the efforts of Cadet Sgt. A Harris
of 1107 Squadron, W. Essex Wing, resulted in him
winning free-light power and rubber, snd wearesure
that the impressive array of trophies and other prizes
will encourage an even larger entry next time,
Indeed the trend of thought s that the contest
might become open to all Squadrons, and held on
a nationwide basis,

Air Commaodare J. M. Cohu, CLE, who pre-
sented the trophies in the preseace of the Mayor of
Hford and an appreciative throng of RAF. and
AT.C. officers, stated that scromodelling wus an
wleal mediam for encouraging more AJTLC
recruits, who are, of course, recognised as most
suitable applicants for future service in the Royul
Air Foree. Flight Licutenant S0 K. Thompson,
0O.C. No. 30 AL, Reeruiting Centre at Hord, is
ta be congratulated for his enterprse in stmulating
this nterest i the hobby, and in particular in
obtaimne such fine donations from the model trade,

1" esratative of the ATL.
terommlriling roniasl
Trophiea at Hford sras
miaide by A Commamiare
J. M. Cobu, C.NLE. who is
sven betwesn F L1, S E
Thompann of Mo, 50 KA F,
Hetrulting Centerand bic-
tor Ludarum winner, Sgr.
¢ A Mareis. Nome aof the
entrv,  wiith  dedicldusi
Tenphics 10 aeen in fore-
growmd, wwhile ut lefs, Sgt.
Marris  poses  with  ihe
rollectinn guiheresd by hin
Keltheafi Tadyhird, and
oulright  winning  A.FP.5
Ruliheedub

and areraft industry. For wiomng the Vietor
Ladorum prize, Sgi. Harris will be the guest of
Messrs. Kelvin Hughes forw very full duy, beginning
with a factory tour at 9.30, afternoon Hight over his
home from Seuthend Airport, and finishing with
an evening at “Cincrama’ in London

Wrong sliding site!

Mentioning the gliding centres in fast month'y
“Ilangar Doors”, we stated that the Bristol Gliding
Club operate ar Lulsgate, and although that nay
have been true for last year, it is no longer correct.
New site 18 in the heart of the Cotswold country at
Nympsficld, just north of Bristol, and  offers
excellent hill souning in addition to a ruoway length
cqual to that of Lulsgate. For those who have yet

to decide upon their hohdayvs this year, we can
“heartily cominend a ghding course at thus or the

Surrey or Yorkshire sites,

Congratulations ave due . .

With IF AL recognition of ns 208 k p.h. speed
record for Class 1, Ray Gibbs now holds two of the
four speed classes in the hst of World cecords, and
there is every likelihood of an atack on the 10 c.c.
figure later this year by the same Gibbs/Carter
combination. Speaking with Fred Carter, whose
workmanship has made the two records possible,
we learn that 165 mup.h. 15 the target figure for
something which is on its way from the now famous
workshop. Details of the Carter approach will be
found on pages 244-247 of this issue, where we
describe his 5 ce engine. On Apnl J0th May st
Ray Gibbs will be lying again at the 7th Cntenium
of Europe, Brussels, in company with a Hritsh
private enterprise team of speed, team race and
combut fliers.

Who lost ‘em?

A posteard from Epsom tells us that an A5,
“Sporty™ landed in a certain garden un Siturday,
March 10th, and if the unwise owner would cure to
identify his model by naming the engine, colour,
cte., we will gladly tell hun where to collect—and
where ta stick his “lost’ notice.
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More unique is the case of an aic sea rescue in the
Humber Extuary of a 6-ft. radio-controlled (was it?)
model, found adrift on an ebbing tide and now
awaiting wlentification at Sheflickd. Model has a red
fusclage and white wings: but owner must sdentify
the engine, vte., when seriting 0 us for the location
address

Plunes in the Vens

The flaod of arders tor the AJLS. seale drawing
of the Fairey Delta 2 to either 1 72nd or 148th
seale leaves no daubt in our minds on the popularay
of our accurate scale range. The F.1.2 was de-
scribed in our issue for December, 1955, and as
close comparison with latest photographs show,
is “spot-on” o the last hine. Congratulations to
pilot Peter Twiss on lis magnificent 1,132 mop.h.
achievement with prototype WG 774, The second
FD.2 s registered WG 777

Alsa in the news, and as opposite in chamcter as
it is possible 1o ger, s the diminutive Druine
Turbulent which by coincidence was deseribed in
the same December issue. Air Registrtion Board
Inspector, and commuttee member of the Popular
Flying Assoctation, Harold Best=Devereux borrowed
Roger Druine’s oveg-sized man-carrying model for
a three week demounstmtion tour amang the British
Hightplane clubs and P.E.A groups. When we
visited Elstree a few days after its arnval, Harold
made a special demonstration ight for us, and wis
i eeturn duly pleased 1o see Asst. Ed. Ron Moulton's
seale madel of the same type. F-PHEFR is coloured
Vesps metalhic green and has black tips 1o wing,
tail and rudder surfaces plus a six-pointed black
star on the fin. As Turbulent number 201 1118 the
very fatest type, following No. 200 which was the
subject of the model in December 1ssue, and
regastervd F-PHIEFQ.

In 2 tree and hedge height futter round the
airficld, Mr. Hest<Devereux ably displaved the
capabilities of the Volkswagen-powered ultra-light,
and we hope that many maodellers have been
inspired by sindar flights throughout the country.
The Turbulent ean guite genuinely be buile for
approximately £350, of which £110 175, 04, is for
the engine nnd £22 for the prop. Morcover, its
similarity to the most clementary forms of model
caonstruction, with  fan sq.  longerons and
i x &-in. nb structure place 1 well within the
abilities of most experienced acromodellers. Those
who want to try their hand should join the I F.A.
at 19 Park Lanc, W.1.

Yew address for E.D.s

Messrs, Electronic Developments Lad. have now
moved into new premises at Islind Fuan Ruad,
West Malesey, Surrey (Tel.: Molesey 6037) and
all correspondence, engine repairs, etc., should be
sent here instead of to the old Villiers Road,
Kingston, factory.

Kun Moulion alis his Turbulent model on the noae of visiting

F-PHFR at Etstree. Nointhe siiall prap and neat Aand livaien

cawling on the full.aize which corers iA crankcmse of the

Volkswegrn car engine, The Turhulent welghs anly 340 lba.
{lran palotl] - ready in jiv.

Glug ! Glag!

Unusual mode of acromodedling is given by
contributor A. B. Custis 1n our Amcricin con-
tempary “Young Men”. e "fics™ sowll plastic
models undencater! Model is 3 Spitfire which,
heing close to samie density as water, was perforated
in vanous places to make sure no air remained
inside, and then halunced “Hud-dvnamically™ by
teial and error in the bath,

Origmal plastic prap. s driven by lightweight
rubber gleaned from interior of golf hall, as normal
ith strip proved too powerful, and for prolonged
underwater “ghde’” a motor one third longer than
fusclage 15 recommended, Mre Custis’ communts
on “fyving” are best quoted ad lib

“A face mask and a good breath will pive you o
ringeide seat ta the most realistie Hights encountered
this side of radio cantrol. You sce the prop tuem
and the entre fhight s i slow motion. | use a
weight to keep me at the bottom of the pool without
effort, since a lot of thrashing around ercates eddy
currents which atfect the flight puttern,”

Lenving aside suggestions as to which member of
the editarial staff should be suitahly weighted and
dumped at the bottom of the pool, we feel Mr.
Custis has definitely got sometlnng. “I'he behaviour
of a body in water can be directly compared with
its hehaviour in air, apart from the speed fuctor,
which in this case enahles acenrate observation of
flight characteristics.

Mistral Sddenda

Peter Valentine's feature in the last 1ssue which
mcluded his umque swept wing Slope Svanng
design has aroused considerable enthusiasm and
Peter passes on twa muore points of advice which
will be of interest ta builders.

Firstly, he advises that the model be trimmed
aver Hat ground and during the test, the tl should
sway side-to-aide in flight. This motion will not
occur when flown from a slope and is created hy the
Lacge forward fin It s bhest ta start with o fin that
1s to0 bz and trim it down until the swaving motion
15 eentle,

Second point is that the model shauld be tnimmed
for a straght ghde nnd it these two rules are abserved
Mistral will alrvavs slip back into wind providing
the wind s blowing up the slope

el !

Jougoooooooogd
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Broken Tomboy from 2™ Area do at Barkston, March 28" 2004
Flew into the side of a warehouse on an industrial estate across the road




Still in 2004, an early indoor model of mine fl
at Quinton, one of Colin Shepherds early ve
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