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One writer to this journal appeals for the standardisation of lug-holes. While I agree that this
would probably be of great benefit to the competition mike wielder, I should say that more
urgent consideration should be given to the washing out of same.

Moddlecoddle Modeller
At last my eyes are open. I can see now just what kind of a spoilt little darling the average
aeromodeller has become. For all that parental care and devotion which is lavished upon
him so freely he shows not the least sign of gratitude, and to those who serve his interest so
faithfully, with such prodigious feats of organising and administrative skill, his only reward is the
usual outburst, of petulant criticism.
Recent exposure, of his ignorance of the "Code Sportif� is but one example of his selfish disregard
of the heroic labours being carried out by others for his greater pleasure and enjoyment. While
he might be romping light-heartedly over the flying field, earnest and self-sacrificing minds
were being diligently applied to the compiling of this epic document. That it didn’t make
sense is beside the point. The appalling thing is that our mean-hearted little ingrate quite
unashamedly declared that he wasn’t even aware of its existence,
Perhaps the most shocking revelation of his nursery antics is to be seen in his peevish attitude
towards, the recently introduced Official Secrets (Models) Act, 1951 ; legislation of which was
first applied at the 1951 Wakefield Trials, and was later extended to embrace the much
heralded British Championships.
The purpose of the Act was reasonable enough; to allow the model hierarchy to enjoy in comfort
and privacy an occasional command performance of the star turns of the mode! world. Surely
a meagre enough reward for its unremitting labours In organising all the multifarious contests,
rallies, and other entertainments for the especial benefit of our spoilt little darling. Yet that over-
pampered little monster begrudged his benevolent patrons even this small indulgence,
complaining that such shows should be staged only for his particular interest and
amusement.
And, instead of regarding the opportunity of performing at one of these select functions as a
supreme honour and privilege, set up a whining little moan about carrying a few blankets some
paltry fifty miles or so from the railway station to the flying field. Then, as if to add insult to
injury, objected to a night’s rude, healthy sleep on a concrete floor!
The most spoiled, and precocious of his kind are, as always, to be found in the ’London Area�,
where further legislation of the Official Secrets Act has surrounded his favourite flying field with
barbed wire and Security Police. ’Naturally�, like all the other whining imitates of
concentration camps he hasn’t the breadth of mind to appreciate that the barbed wire and
guards are there solely for his protection.

Old World Charm
Though appropriately named for accent on the fair-sex, it does seem, rather ungallant of the
members of the Evesham and District M.F.C., to allow the twin burdens of Secretaryship and
Treasurer to bow the delicate shoulders of one poor damsel. Surely there is at least one
member chivalrous enough to relieve this overworked young lady of one of these exacting
offices.
Or must I ask :

When Adam delved in Evesham,
Where was then the Gentleman?
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John Andrews at Wallop & Peterborough Flying Aces

Wallop, SAM Championships 2004, the event is now distant history and my memory of the
proceedings is more than a little hazy so I�ll try to keep it brief.  What a contrast in flying conditions,
flat calm the first day to howling gale on the last day. I travelled the 200 mile round trip to the event
each day, I had had the idea, of camping this year and had bought a 4 man igloo tent for the purpose.
As it turned out, was I pleased that I decided to travel each day and chickened out of camping.

First day I arrived to perfect flying conditions, virtually flat calm with drift away from the
campsite, so there was I was set up: near the entrance; near the Caf�; near the toilets; and all
seemed well with the world.  Too good to be true, you wouldn�t chuckle.

Mistake No.1, I thought I would leave my attack on the Tomboy event until later and decided
to first to fly in Small Rubber and get my maxes in with the good old Hep-Cat.

A quick check flight and then, with my usual expertise, down the pan with the first comp flight
to the tune of 15 seconds short of requirements.  I ask you, what is the point of having a check flight
if you don�t have a critical look at the glide?  The Hep-Cat had changed again and was gliding too
steeply, but muggings had not noticed. A piece of 1/32 under the tail and I filled in the other two
maxes no trouble but the damage had been done.

Mistake No.2, still postponed my Tomboy attack in favour of a wander about, chit chat here
and there, took a bit of video and had a leisurely lunch break.  I also watched John Wingate fill in his
maxes in the Flight Cup and then I decided to attempt to re-trim my old Gipsy.

The Gipsy just did not want to fly, the fuselage has had too many repairs and the aircraft weight
is now just too high.  I messed about for ages reducing motor weight to 80gms of rubber in 16 strands
of �, but the performance was still pathetic and the motor run would have been quite short on full
turns.  Next thing I know, it�s 4-30pm and still no Tomboy flights.

Mistake No.3, I abandon any thought of Tomboy flights and opt for an early return home to be
fresh for a return to the fray on the second day to give the Tomboy a whirl.

Day two, I arrive, where the hell has all this wind come from, it must have been 20mph.  I set
up camp, it was too windy for the beach shelter so it was just the fishing umbrella and next thing I
know is Rachel, the wife, and Kath Wingate are settled down in its shelter.  Me, I�m left operating out
of the back of the estate car.

Off goes I to control and see Carol Farley (the only bright spot of the day) and enter the Hilda
Baker Memorial event.  I knew that there was no way I could make any flights to beat what was
achieved in the calm of day one but, having flown in all five events since 2000, I was not going to
miss this one.  I assembled my Tomboy and an initial low power test flight resulted in a time of 1-48
finishing just in the field by hanging in the hedge just in reach from within the airfield.  The model had
actually circled outside the field and come back in to fly into the hedge from the inside of the airfield.
You can�t get any closer than that.  I had some brief thoughts about a series of 2-30 flights but the
prospect of my ageing limbs rushing back and forth all day soon pushed those thoughts aside.

Long suffering wives, Rachel (mine)  & Kath Wingate, (John�s)under my shelter.
(The good ladies don�t look too displeased with their lot do they?)
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I suspect John Wingate is not completely happy when Rachel and Kath get together, as they
start talking about computers, e-mail, mobile phones, genealogy, marathons (that�s Kath) and other
sundry subjects which loses John his right-hand man (woman).  I realised this when I was recently
watching a bit of video I�d taken of John winding his wakefield for his one and only flight. He finished
winding and asked for his screwdriver to hold the wound motor, Kath was not to hand, so he grabs
the fully wound motor with his hand and struggles to clip on the prop assembly muttering �never
mind�, with Kath oblivious to his plight.

I put the Tomboy to one side and had another go at trimming the Gipsy, but it was hopeless in
the wind. The model was tumbling about on landing and needing minor repairs all the time so I
eventually gave up.  I think I will have to consign Gipsy to the dustbin.  I�ve got the plan of the Lanzo
�Detroiter� which I must build for next season but I�m having difficulty getting building underway.  The
�Jimp� is still only just started and I need another �Hep-cat�, then there is the �Mallard�, Ireally must
get building.

Rain was now another problem but newcomer Reg Biddlecombe, was ignoring it all and had
quietly filled in his card in 8oz Wakefield using a beautifully constructed example of the Keil Kraft
Contestor.  Reg, a compatriot of John Wingate, in his first Wallop, in atrocious conditions, was in the
fly-off.  Come the published time for the fly-off, it was still raining but Reg, undeterred, wound in the
rain, his model in his camper-van and himself out in the wet.  He launched at the last minute, still in
the rain and recorded a creditable two minutes plusK

Mike Turner also flew in the 8oz fly-off and beat Reg by 48 seconds but, as I understand it, he
had delayed his fly-off due to the inclement weather.  The changing wind direction had resulted in
Reg moving camp and unaware of change he flew at the published time.  The two competitors, by
mutual agreement, decided that Reg should take the Trophy.  Personally, I think Mike knew what a
big lump the Trophy was and was pleased to stand down and let Reg strain his back taking
possession.

Reg Biddlecombe with the huge Chester Lanzo 8oz Wakefield Trophy
(Not bad for his first competition at Wallop)

The gales of the third day don�t bear thinking about, I did not contemplate any more activity on my part
and left it to the few stalwarts who will fly come hell or high water.

I watched with awe as John Godden and John Wingate flew their diminutive models in the under 25in
class.  The models were tossed about by the unmerciful winds, fluttering about like butterflies in a gale, but
somehow these chaps get the flights in.
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Reg Biddlecombe was at it again, flying in the Bournemouth Club Classic with an �Urchin� (he doesn�t
know how difficult it is yet).  He maxed on his first flight but suffered a broken wing and detached fin before
retrieval.  John Wingate persuaded him to effect repairs in case someone else flew.  Sure enough, Spencer
Willis, one of the hell & high water brigade, posted two maxes and Reg was soon winding for his second flight.

Bear in mind that the ravages of his first flight had left Reg�s�Urchin� wing in two pieces and the fin
completely detached.  Here was Reg, model repaired, no test flight and ready to launch for his second flight in
the gale force wind. (He still doesn�t realise how difficult it is).

Fuse lit and up goes the �Urchin�, it stalled and wallowed about a bit but then it was up and away, maxing
easily with Reg in hot pursuit.  The D/T fuse was a bit on the long side and the model came down obscured by
the curve of the airfield but then, after a short period, up bobbed the model again in lift.  The model finally D/T�d
way off the line that Reg was walking so I set off to aid recovery.  The usual story, off the airfield via the sewage
plant, two or three fields out into the sticks and start searching.  I saw Reg in the distance about two fields off
to my right so I left him to it.  I had a quick chat to Andy Crisp just before he sprinted across a ploughed field
to pick up his power model.  The reason for his haste was the huge cloud of dust containing a tractor harrowing
the field.

I pressed on, skirted one more field, then back along the edge of a spinney, then out into the open, and
I was back on line.  Bingo! there lies Reg�s �Urchin� undamaged.  You might think the search was over, but no,
now I had to find Reg.  I wander off to my right for a couple of fields, carefully carrying the model across my
chest and shouting as I go until Reg appears through a hedge.  I hand over the �Urchin� much to Reg�s delight
but as soon as he has it in his grasp, he turns into wind and Bang! he�s got a two piece wing again.  That was
the end of the contest for Reg, so we returned to base and waited for the prize giving.  Reg’s two maxes still
placed him second, a real good first Wallop for him, two events, two prizes. (Will he ever find out how difficult
it really is?).

My next outing was to Ferry Meadows in Nene Park at Peterborough, to compete in the Flying Aces
meeting, a small model meeting in a large field bounded by a preserved railway one side and a huge water
sport lake on the other. The meeting has a real plus to it, you can get a pint in the clubhouse by the lake. (So
I�m told).

Flying Aces Flight line, Ferry Meadows, Nene Park, Peterborough 2004

Flying Aces is where my Cloud Tramp gets its annual airing.  Currently I�m flyingTramp No.2 as I lost
No.1 in lift on a re-trim flight two years ago.  No.2 is de-thermalised, originally with a tip down tail but this made
the back end a little heavy with extra wood and ply, so when I inadvertently shut the garage door on it, I refitted
a standard tail end and a drop-off wing D/T.

The Tramp wing is held on with a single rubber band and is fused at the front to release the wing
completely.  The wing centre is attached to the fuselage by a 6-inch length of fishing line, so the two bits don�t
lose contact with each other completely, they are supposed to flutter down together.  I haven�t dared to try it
yet but it�s comforting to know the fuse is there if I ever catch another boomer.

I did get some good air on the first of my five comp flights and did over three minutes.  My other flights
were just over a minute or so, which is standard for an ordinary Tramp, the final flight I think was 107 seconds.
The model performed more reliably this year trimmed right-left.  Last year I trimmed right-right and launch
attitude proved critical.  I fly on 4 strands of 3/16th for a sharp ascent, others fly on 4 strands of 1/8th which
appears to give reliable flights but I like to boom it up to thermal height in a more spectacular manner.  I teamed
up with Bert Whitehead again this year to make the flights.  Bert flying on 4 x 1/8th had one real good flight of
around 5 minutes but, as the best and worst flights from the five are discarded, I managed to beat him this
year.

After the tramp competition, I had several flights with 36-3, my old 36in. open rubber job that I had taken
with me for fun flying.  The forecast had been good and the day had proved perfect with negligible drift,
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Peterborough seems to be lucky with weather.  Last year the forecast was diabolical but Flying Aces had
perfect weather, I will always attend the event whatever the weathermen say.

Late afternoon, as Bert and I launched our models for yet another pleasure flight, The PA boomed out
�5 minutes to the Flying Swarm�.  I�d forgotten all about the mass launch job they always have, so there was I
running across the field to recover 36-3 to get back in time for the swarm.  I was still re-winding in the jig when
the PA announced �1 minute to the flying swarm�.  I just managed to get into a reasonable launching spot
when the 5 second count down began.  I launched in the company of lord knows how many other bods, with
no idea how many turns I�d managed to put on the motor or what time I had set the tomy D/T for.

36-3 must have had a good few turns on as it shot up like a rocket and finished up half as high again
as all the other smaller models.  I felt a bit like a cheat as my obviously larger model circled well above the
rest.  After a while, I heard someone remark �That�s bound to win� and 36-3 was still circling, with height in
hand, above the rest of the pack. I was quietly confident until I heard the same voice shout, �Hey look it�s
D/T�d�.  I thought I was about to snatch defeat from the jaws of victory as down came 36-3, but it just hung on
to win the event.

Peter Martin with a Felix and someone�s large collection, typical of models flown at Flying Aces

So much for Peterborough, I�ve got my 1st place brick in pride of place on top of the telly, I�m a winner,
perhaps a little unfairly but not by intent.

I�ll finish up with another pylonius snippet from a 1960 Model Aircraft.  I find it quite relevant to my own
modelling expertise.

TOPICAL TWISTS
by pylonius

Same Old Twist
Trimming models the old way was just a matter of juggling the wing backwards and forwards, and
inserting slivers of balsa into strategic places. The new way is neither electronic nor atomic, but just
the old-fashioned warp given an entirely new twist.
Steam age stuff, you might say, as you put the kettle on, but the very same warps that gave your
model that one degree under look can, with slight displacement, put you right up in the expert class.
Your only sacrifice will be one of appearance. If you’re the pure-in-heart type who likes his model all
sweet alignment and straight, clean living surfaces, then you’ll have plenty of room on the sideboard
for the budgerigar. If, on the other hand, you can face the world with a switchback wing, a drunken
tail-plane, and an off-limits thrust line, then you could be all set for fame and fortune.
This gives me hope. If there’s anything in the theory of a monkey on a typewriter eventually knocking
out the complete works of Shakespeare, then there’s a chance that one of my twisted up products
might turn out to have the right warp formula for winning the Wakefield.
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Keith Miller’s (CDMAC) Elfin 1.8 C/L stunt model. Early 50’s.

Keith Miller’s (CDMAC) Elfin 1.8 control line speed model. Early50’s.
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Keith Miller’s (CDMAC) Allbon Arrow asymmetrical C/L speed model Early 50’s.

Keith Miller’s (CDMAC) Allbon Arrow asymmetrical C/L speed model Early 50’s.

Norman Marcus’s (CDMAC) Mills 1.3 diesel powered asymmetrical speed C/L model
withsingleblade hand carved fibre prop. Early 50’s.
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Keith Miller’s (CDMAC) Allbon Dart powered C/L stunt model in the mid 50’s

Jim Carter’s (CDMAC) Marajet 29 C/L speed model. Early 50’s.
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All of us owe & great deal to those gallant men who started out, over half a century ago, to conquer
the air.
The model we are presenting this month is a scale model of the Avro F, which first flew in 1912 and
was designed by A. V. Roe.

Its span was 29 feet, length 23 feet,
loaded weight 800 pounds,

and it was powered by a 40 h.p. five-cylinder ’Viale’ engine.
Also, it was the first cabin-type aeroplane in the world. Our model Avro F does require a little skill
and care to build, but it flies well and will capture for you some of the excitement and suspense of
those early days of flying.
The stages for building the Avro *F* are shown in the ’easi-build’ sketches, so we are confining these
instructions to advice on the trickier stages and to notes on test-flying your model.
When adding the sheet cabin sides to the fuselage side frames, make sure the outline of the wing
rib is accurately drawn on the cabin sides. This outline will assist you when you assemble the wings
to the fuselage and to line up the wings at the correct incidence angle.
Cover the fuselage and fill in the cabin windows with thin cellophane. Use lightweight tissue for
covering, water shrink and give one coat of clear dope. Do this before cementing the tailplane, fin
and wings in place.
Before binding the bamboo central skid to the two undercarriage ’V’s, moisten the front 1 inch and
bend up gently. Around the thread binding rub a coating of balsa cement. Build the two wing panels
as shown. You will need a tracing for the port wing panel. When covering, leave the inner underside
panel open. This will help you to make an accurate union between the wing main-spar and the wing
dihedral brace.

The Cor rect Dihedral
After the wings have been assembled to the fuselage, check that there is an equal amount of dihedral
under each wing tip. The inner underside wing panels may now be covered, shrunk and doped. The
wing bracings, so characteristic of these early aircraft, may be omitted if desired, but the original
model has made dozens of flights without damage to the thread bracing and there is no doubt that
the bracings add much to the ’old timer’ look of your Avro ’F’.
Note that the 5 inch diameter K.K. plastic propeller has the cone of the spinner filed off. Very few
early aircraft had the refinement of a spinner over the hub of the propeller. By the way, a 5 inch
diameter balsa propeller fitted with a free wheel clutch, would increase the duration of flight. One
important point, check your construction frequently, using a set square. Also, use coloured tissue on
your Avro *F’, not coloured dope, as this adds too much to the finished weight of the model. The
engine should have the crankcase painted silver, the cylinders black and the cylinder heads silver.
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Copy of Earl Stahl�s Cessna 195 from Outerzone (www.outerzone.co.uk)
where the magazine pages have been neatly stitched together. The squares are ��x ��.
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31.5� wingspan Peter Rake designed Fokker Fll, weight 205g.
It started out with a GWS 8x4.3 propeller, but I changed it to an APC 7x5 (left)for greater ground clearance.

Mine�s not resting on an elephant�s trunk (see last month�s NC)!
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Checking the electronics.The motor is a Racestat D2211 1700KV outrunner
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Cessna 195�start of fuselage construction,showing temporary diagonals and �� square member
.

Fuselage frame before removalof the temporary structure. The final stringers need to be added.
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