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Branch of Sport
A model’s worst enemy is undoubtedly the bloke who slings it up in the air, but running him a close second is the bit of
arborial fungus, known poetically as a tree. If some engineering genius were to devise the most diabolical model trap of
which modern science is capable, it could never approach in perfection Nature’s own intricate and ingenious device.
Now, since we are told that our balsawood comes from some swamp-bound outgrowth of matronly proportions (sensibly
tucked away in the jungle), it is perhaps natural that our models should fly to the embrace of anything that looks like Mother.
In fact, this homing instinct is so highly developed that if you happen to see any stick of wood with a fuzz on top lurking
anywhere upon the horizon you might as wellpack up and go home.
Evolution, too, plays its part in befitting the tree as the perfect model trap. The proof of this is simple. When I was a boy,
in a largely model-less world, there was no such thing as an unclimbable tree, but, since the skies becamefull of our
creations, you can never find a climbable one. If, on our part, evolution had back-pedaled a few million years, we might
have coped. As it is, when one of our models tucks itself snugly into the inevitable forked branch, we can only gaze
hopelessly up the footage of smooth bark. We might sling a despairing twig or two up into the foliage, or drive ourselves
frantic with a loop of glider towline, but the outcome is usually to give the cunning old tree best.
But it’s a different kettle of fish if,instead of waving a few bobsworth of tissue and balsa goodbye, you are going home to
dad without that thirty quidsworth of engine and radio equipment. You might then be driven to desperate means.
Just how desperate you might get is illustrated in a recentnewspaper story of a radio bod who roosted his expensive piece
of machinery in the upper entanglements of an XXX. size in model catchers. His way out of the dilemma was to go the
whole hog by doing a sort of Humpty Dumpty in reverse. Up came the militia and civil defence to the rescue, but like all
the king’s horses etc., they retired in frustrated confusion.
Undaunted by this our tenacious friend appealed to the local fire brigade, but they too were suffering from a faulty escape-
ment, and gave him the "Blow you Jack " treatment. However, he found the steeple type of jack to be more co-operative,
and all ended well, albeit expensively.
He might have had a cheaper comedown had he been little more subtle in his approach to the fire brigade. As it was, I
should imagine the phone conversation went like this:
What did you say was up the tree, sir ? "�A model plane."

�Then it’s not a cat ? " �No. I never mentioned anything about a cat."
�Pity. We only go out to fires and cats. Now, you’re absolutely sure it isn’t a cat ? "
�No. I’ve already told you it’s a model plane. ..Hallo. ..Hallo . . ."
Now, if your hobby is getting cats up trees instead of model planes then you’re the fireman’s best friend. Nothing gets the
old bell clanging along the highway quicker than the pussy in distress. In the space of a cat’s whisker up goes the escape
ladder and down comes the stranded tom. There’s nothing the firemen like better.
From this the lesson is clear. Every modeller should carry a black cat in his model kit. If it doesn’t bring you the luck to
keep your model out of trouble, then it can always be used to summon the fire brigade to the rescue. A larding of fish paste
in the dope solution will ensure Pussy’s rapid ascent, up the offending foliage, to the stricken model.Then, when the fire
brigade arrives on the scene you casually ask if they would mind bringing down the model while they are about it.
Present Trends
And so to quite another�model up tree� topic�one with a seasonal flavour. I mean, of course, those littleplastic kits, which
all you kiddies are agog to wrest from the tinselled branches of the family Christmas tree.
If the news of your modelling affliction has leaked out, as no doubt it has, you can be sure that some indulgent auntie will
go all bright andmodem with a plastic present for clever little you (�Such a child still�). Now, what you do with the thing will
depend on Auntie’s age, health and bank balance. If she’s suitably remote, or on the church mouse list, then you can give
the kit to some kid you particularly dislike. If, on the other hand, she’s the bossy type with an H-Bomb size in nest eggs,
then you’ll have to put aside that new radio job and get cracking with the poly whatnot cement. Be sure you make a lousy
job of it, though, so that next year you’ll be back to woollen socks and pink ties.
Of course, there are always those drain and violets modellers who are gifted with the right sort of gift making relatives.
They’re the ones who get the tool kits, radio receivers and those itsy bitsy engines in perspex bubbles. Now, I can’t think
of any more enchanting gift to the young in heart than one of these bubbly bits of ironmongery; the modern variant of the
ship in a bottle. However it’s done, it’s a jolly good trick, and, I for one, wouldn’t havethe heart to break open the bubble,
even if I knew what to do with the engine.
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This is also the time when the model dealer off loads some of his huge stock of dust filmed shelf creakers; and many a
joyful eight-year-old carts home his five foot span superscale model. No boy worth his salt will look at anything under five
foot, and although he feels his pride insulted by the archaic diesel motive power offered, he’s content to bide his time. Next
year it’ll be a supersonic Jet or nothing.
When I was a kit-minded youth you could never get anything over an 18 in. span model, and, for some reason or other,
you always finished up with the same old Puss Moth. In these Giant-sized times the same, or other reasons, seem to limit
the scope to another popular lightplane. I can’t mention its name, as there are so many appalling effigies of it knocking
about it wouldn’t be fair.
We can at least be thankful that most of the kit builders never get farther than opening the lid. When they do the result
often calls for dark glasses and a stomach settler. Sometimes, though, the finished product is so outrageous that it has all
the endearing charm of a revolting, but friendly mongrel. Lop eared wings, off skew tail, wobbly underpinnings, and even
a wet nose.
But, if I go onlike this, all I’ll get for Christmas is a thick ear.
Not Cricket
One beneficial aspect of international competition is the way in which the high standard of organisation sets such a splendid
example to the movement generally. We cite as a case in point arecent Chuck Glider contest held by the Little Flickem
M.A.C. This event was run on strictly international lines. A fact that will be readily appreciated from reading this report
which appeared in the Little Flickem Echo.
R.Twist appealed to S.Bloggs, the Competition Secretary, against the launching method of E.S.Drapple, asserting that the
model was thrown and not chucked; an obvious breach of the rules in a Chuck Glider event. Mr. Bloggs upheld the
objection, and declared a no flight. This decisioncaused a certain amount of dissension, but Mr. Bloggs maintained that,
as an umpire of the village cricket club, he considered himself something of an authority on the matter.
A number of competitors then drew attention to the catapult sling being used byP.Twang.  However, the Competition
Secretary declared this to be quite legal. The competitor in question had sprained his chucking finger whilst testing Mr.
Blogg's engine, and Mr. Bloggs had framed a special rule for Mr. Twang's benefit, but, unfortunately, he had forgotten to
mention it.
At the halfway stage J. Bloggs was in sixth position; the other five competitors leading him by a comfortable margin. But
he quickly moved into fifth position after getting S. Squint disqualified on the grounds that his timekeeper had been using
visual aids. The timekeeper in question protested that he could not see a thing without his spectacles, but this did nothing
to alter the decision.
J. Bloggs again improved his position when he successfully disposed of several other competitors by invoking the rule
which states that the timekeeper must not move from the point of launch. The timekeepers claimed that their movement
was caused by the aggressive tactics of the Bloggs' bull terrier, which, they asserted, had been deliberately unleashed.
At the beginning of the last round J. Bloggs had moved up into second position; with B.Tricep holding a commanding lead.
Joe apologised for stepping on his wing, and paid a special tribute to Mr. Tricep's gallant attempt when receiving theclub
Sportsman of the Year Trophy.
Pilot Plan
Some people say that good team race pilots are born, not made. But, however they come into existence, the homespun
species does not seem to find much favour in certain foreign quarters. For one thing, the overall length appears to be a
trifle extravagant by continental standards, and for another, their overgrown arms are too sportingly extended for them
ever to get the whip hand over their foreign rivals. Seemingly to add that extra m.p.h. to the circulating the pilot should be
short with fully retractable flipper. A pilot to this specification can get his full muscle power behind the handle and literally
whip round.
I think I prefer our pilots long and sporting, after all.
Past-time Trends
Christmas was always celebrated throughout the model world as marking the halfway stage in the winter building season.
It was a time of rest and recuperation, when the toiling modeller shook the balsa dust from his hair and called a truce with
the hobby-harassed family.   But all that sort of thing seems as out of date as roast duck and charades. For one thing, the
family is too intent on the telly screen to worry whether some off beat member of the household is gluing up a plastic model
by the light of the aquarium table lamp. And, for another, model engine collecting can be carried on equally well in any
season.
Possibly the hobby for all seasons is radio. You spend the winter building the model, the spring to get the radio working,
the summer to prang it on the tarmac, andthe autumn to think about a new hobby. But it hasn’t much to do with Christmas.
Once you got your head stuck into the fuselage, sorting out the maze of wires and whatnots, you wouldn’t notice the
coming and going of the festive season, or anything else, except that, if you did get the thing working, you’d think your
birthday had come.
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My own and John Foster’s Ikara Bulldogs- they get everywhere and they all fly well

Rare outing ofmyEZB. From the estate Waffle 2
of former Lee Bees member, Norman Hudson
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Alan Coppen winding his White Broncho

Dave Etherton with his Gyminnie Cricket. Alan Wallington and Kevin McGee, Waltham Chase
Flew really well About tolaunch their Legal Eagles

Just a few of Colin Hutchinson’s large collection of indoor models
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Salisbury Plain on a good day. So much sky to fly in.  Few places better
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Jim Paton and his Clan powered Senator. Interesting flight pattern!!

Top Banana’s last landing of the day. Too close for comfort
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From the book Ray Malmstrom 60 years of IVCMAC,- Courtesy Chris Strachan
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Gerard Moore�s Telco style CO2 motor in his version of Ray Malmstr�m Arrowair
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Gerard Moore�s miniature of Gerard�s Comet nickel Kinner Sportster
LeonShulman�s Super Sky Rocket aka Security Sport (10� wingspan)
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Z Model MM3 motor, tank and filler valve (left) with associated air pump (right).The propeller diameter is 165mm
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Ron Ballou�s Continental A40 powered Lobet Ganagobie N1949
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Photo of N1949 from the back page Haydon L Shafor�s
of Sport Aviation March 1970? Nelson H-63CP powered Ganagobie N60G

in the EAA Airventure Museum in Oshkosh.
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