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the Bird. ;

We are incredibly informed that the first tailless model was
a Javanese Cucumber; a primitive form of vegetable life which
engages in a sort of Quatermass aeronautics to ensure, in
Nature’s benevolence, that the Javanese peasant, however
impoverished will never go short of a pickled gherkin.

Anyway, it is obvious that the modeller could learn a lot by
a study of Nature’s acronauts. Admittedly, my first tailless
model flew about as well as the solid, or non-flying, species of
cucumber, but birds and bees, we are told, are enlightening
subjects to follow, Ideas from this source are not uncommon,
ans ;Oight well be the reason why so few young men now take
up elling. Take bees, for instance. Probably man’s first
attempt at airborne travel followed a sharp and painful
attack from one of these busy creatures. Birds also provide a
fruitful field of study, once the main difficulty of spelling
* ornithology ’ is overcome.

It is, I think, fortunate for bird lovers that their feathered
friends do not, in turn, study our primitive model life. Apart
from the decimation that might result from the copying of our
crude trimming techniques, there is the ahock:ﬁ prospect of
a bird society modelled on our own international movement.
All the high power/weight performers would soon have their
wings clipped. Eagles and suchlike would be obliged to carry
a suitable payload in the form of a lead weighted dummy lamb;
Starlings etc., would be limited to the wing power equivalent
of 1.7 ozs of rubber; and gulls restricted to 50 ft. cliff tops.

Then, again, imagine the plight of our home based orni-
thopters. Sparrows, starlings and other active wing beaters
would be asked to cough up three times the amount of birdseed
than duck, geese a.ng the other associated varicties of less
strenuous fowl which secretly detest ﬂyiﬂg and prefer to waddle
around looking pompous. In course of time, entries ‘for the
annual Trafalgar Square Open and the Nelson’s Column
Spot Event would dwindle to nothing. Then, upon them being
dropped from the Comp. Calendar, a great quacking of
protest would arise from the Ducks, who will claim that they
had always intended to enter the events, if only they were held
over Clapham Pond.

Shady Treatment.

One enterprising American modeller was recently dis-
qualified for entering a flying lampshade in a contest. In the
absence of any standard by which to judge it, it was out-ruled

the neo-realists,who argued that it did not look sufficiently
like a model plane.

The idea behind the flying lampshade creation was a
courageous attempt to solve the home storage problem. Family
members do not usually posess that developed aesthetic taste
which finds deep fulfilment in the functional beauty of a pylon
job dangling artistically from the E;.cmm rail. Nor are our
object:nﬁ’nrt u!wm's dusted with that loving care which be-
speaks the true dilettante. In fact, we must face the bitter
truth that the qualities of the model machine as a domestic
adornment are not widely appreciated.

What better idea, then, than to produce the model plane in
the form of some useful household ornament such as a lamp-
shade? The snag is, of course, that the family, btsw?d and
encompassed by a clutter of balsa lampshades, might become
even more hostile. You would then perhaps get bewildered and
start turning out lampshades that look like model planes.

In the severely furnished home of to-day, the introduction of
a little variety by way of a‘jet propelled What-not, an air-
worthy antimacassar, or a rubber driven aspidestra, is out of
the question, but what about something nifty in the carpet
line—just in case the World Champs. are ever held in Persia ?,

Vagrant Thoughts, .
I see that our globe trotting friend, Bill Dean, is back in
the old country for a spell; enlivening the ence

108 .

‘columns with a spirited defence of the crumpled (but yet
undefeated) flannel bag in the International arena. On this
subject, Mr. Dean is, of course, an acknowledged authority,
having graduated from a rather vagrant line in reach-me-downs,
which earned him the quaint appellation of * Gypsy ’ back in
his model flying days, to his present well med and natty
appearance. In mﬁﬁng his stand for the unkempt individualist,

" whose cleaning up propensities are directed more towards the

contest prizes than personal enhancement, it is perhaps a sad
comment on the too fastidious model world of to-day that he
should be hard put to find even one grubby handful of such
characters. Even among the examples he gives, Mike Gaster
can be excused his crumpled flannels, although a soiled pinafore
would be more appropriate to one who spends his days over a
hot ° Gastove’, and as for the *Stoo’' pantaloons, which
recent tests have established an oil absorbency rate of 30 c.c's
per lap, they have become an institution quite indispensable—
but almost not so on one or two lap chasing occasions. _

We are a well shaven lot, too, these days, and lovers of the
stubbled chin are often disappointed to learn that the apparent
week old growth on the face of one prominent character is in
fact a bona fide form of beard. A variation on the popular
Van Dyke, it is known as the Holland Fringe.

Back in the old days things were different. We were proud
to be known as a byword in unabashed scruffiness, and never
more than when our opponents invoked the Vagrancy Acts
against us. Indeed, were any flyer to present himself on the
flying field in a state of washed and shaven virtue, heads would
nod in gloomy despair over the imminent departure of yet
another good man me the hobby. It was, in fact, possible
to measure the degree of keenness by the order of scruffiness,
and it says much for Mr. Dean’s carly enthusiasm that he

should have earned such a meritorious nickname.

In response to the Northwick Park request for knowledgable
modellers to give club lectures, I offer to them, free of purchase
tax, the famous series of Pylonious Talks. They are available
either for immediate delivery or on a “wrap up’ and take
away basis. Firearms strictly prohibited.

Problems of Inertia (T.V. versus Model Building).

Your Next Step in Radio Control (Boat Designing for the Beginner).

In Pursuit of the Best R.N. Figure (A Study of the Wren in f?h}gh: .

Structural Problems of the 1960 F.A.1. Power Model (First steps in

sheet lead work).

How to Make Friends.

On the subject of lectures I notice that some editorial wag
has prophesied that, in 1956, I shall be delivering a lecture to
Kit gdanufm:turtrs (Thinks—Not a bad idea! IfI say a few
nice things about kits I might get invited to next year’s trade
bun ﬁ%:t. Extra Think—What nice things can I say about
kits? Blank Think—Ah well, I'd have had to get my monkey

suit out of hock anyway—Unthinks.)
P lomius
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John Andrews — Bricks on Strings Part 2 — efc.

Here we are again, a little bit of the past to start with. Here is a photo from
my archives, a typical control-line
group of the 1950’s. Members of the
Rugby Model Engineering Society
Aeronautical Section. (I just love that
club name) pose with a couple of
combat jobs after a Sunday morning
session

Left to right:
Author John Andrews with mates
John Bickerstaffe and lan Lomas.

The fuel stained clothing had to
be seen fo be believed, if we had
been smokers lord knows what
would have happened if we had
caught fire. | think the column of
black smoke would have been seen
for miles. There were plenty of
occasions when glo  motors
backfired and ignited spilt fuel. | think we were lucky not to have had a bottle
fire, | suppose the Devil looks after his own

Whilst | am in the photo album, here are a couple of blasts from the past to
indicate we were still flying free flight as well as the Yo-Y0’s.

Right is a picture of my Slicker 50, powered by
a Frog 160 Glo motor. This model was the first
one that | managed to lose. Being somewhat
under powered and me being under funded, it
was flown without benefit of engine timer. To boot,
never having seen thermals it was also flown
without D/T.

The club had just lost the use of Lawford |
Aerodrome and we were flying in a large farmers
field (that’s the field not the farmer) nearby. | fired
up the motor and the combination of quick start,
finer pitch propeller, and thermal assistance
resulted in a better climb, for longer and up and
away went the Slicker with no name or address.

| followed it over the fields and off over the A45
but it was high and long gone.




Next a John Bickerstaffe
model of the 50’s, probably
still with the radial Elfin 2.49.
Note the flapping drag tab
on the left hand wing trailing
edge. John flew right hand
climb and left hand glide
back then and the drag tab
was loaded with plasticine
to trim the glide turn. It was
5| hoped that this method of
| glide trim would minimise
| interference with the power

| turn.

Digression into the etc’s over, I'd better get back to the control-line subject
matter. Mind you, It's not too bad to get a bit of free flight into the article, David
is not too sure about C/L being in the Clarion at all really.

So much for the past, now back to the future, well present day at least.
When | got into this vintage lark | thought to myself, | used to be good at
Control-line Stunt, I'll build one. | had a copy of Sam Speaks with a three view
of the Kan-Doo so | made one. | had an ED Racer so onto the front of the
Kan-Doo she went. The result is pictured below.

The next trick seemed quite simple
on the face of it, all | had to do was
have a few flights to get back in trim, its
just like riding a bike, you never forget
do you? | could not buy a handle to fit
my big fist so | had made one up.
Fortunately | had the foresight to make
it with line spacing options to give me
the opportunity to de-sensitise the set-
up if required. Next step, off to my local
R/C tlub fying field complete with
model and 50ft lines. To be self
sufficient, if no help was at hand, | had
made a ground restraint with a pull string release. Unlucky for me there were no
club members present at the field that day, so | set myself up on the take-off strip
using the ground restraint and fired up the ED. | sauntered out to the handle and
pulled the release chord. Away goes the Kan-doo, off like a bat out of hell, well
that's how it seemed to me at the time. Next thing | know, there's me spinning
round and round with the Kan-doo following a flight path like a fairground merry-
go-round, oscillating up and down and totally ignoring my efforts to keep it fevel.

A
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After a few quick laps it occurs to me that | am nearer 70 years old than 20.
The hedges and trees in the background are flying by in a sickening biur and my
knees and feet were not quite sure where they should be. Brain panics and
comes up with the idea that a few loops might ease the situation, (I've not
mastered level flight yet remember) | ease in some up elevator,” Oh hell not that
much”. The Kan-doo zooms up and round far too tight, mushes out at the bottom
of the loop, by now the up line is as taught as a bow string but luck was with me
this time and | miss the deck with a fag paper to spare.

Back on the Merry-go-round we go to consolidate thought pattern. A couple
more laps and we go for the loops again “That's better” and | manage to get the
feel for it and do a few consecutively whilst my legs sort themselves out,

Brain clicks into gear again and comes up with the idea that the twists now in
the lines could do with removing before control gets stiffer. “Outside loops is the
answer” thinks |. “Not yet” re-thinks 1. | then come up with the notion that figure 8's
would keep me standing still for a bit longer so in goes some down elevator at the
bottom of the next loop.

Round we went and into a few 8's. | got my equilibrium back and then threw in
some outside loops to unwind. “I've got it back” thinks |, then the ED 246 decides
its had enough, hardens off, slows down and I'm back on the Merry-go—mund
again, albeit at a slower pace.

It was not long before | was praying for the engine to cut, my legs were unsure
again and the blurred background was not helping at all. After what seemed a
lifetime the engine cut and the Kan-doo arrived (couldn't call it a landing) on terra-
firma. | sat down quite smartly before | fell down and took stock, feeling dec:dedly
queasy.

Next time out | had de-sensitised controls and a smaller fuel tank. | also toak a
Stemetil tablet as | am prone to travel sickness, this helped with the nausea and
after a couple of outings | had the old C/L ability back in hand. The Kan-doa is not
really capable of advanced aerobatics as its wing loading is too high so | dec:ded
that Brian Hewits Stunt-King with an Enya 29 was required.

| acquired the plan and put one together. This was the first tissue covered
model | had built for ages that needed fuel proofing for the Glo engine. My mate
John Nicholson said he had some fuel-proofer | could have, but he did warn me
that it was a bit old. My scrooge like mentality came to the fore however and |
accepted his offer. Mistake, the stuff was far too thick, it blushed when it dried and
when the madel was finished the Stunt-King was so scruffy it looked as though it
had been built in 1949 and just been brought out of retirement.

Looks not withstanding | had something much more usefull and flying on 60ft.
lines it was much less dizzy making. | had a few flights with the Enya up the front,
then | got really carried away and put my old Merco 35 at the sharp end and got
out onto 65f. lines and the overhead 8's were now solid but cranking my old neck
to look over head made them wander about a bit. The big engine and duff fuel
proofer had the tissue splitting before long so recovering became necessary and
sense prevailed in the end when | replaced the Merco with a PA W1 9. ¢ Moy
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| had built a Stunt-King back in the 50’s with a Frog 500 up the front but it had
not lasted very long due to using soft wood for the elevator. | was flying a demo at
a garden fete when the bolted on aluminium elevator horn pulled out and there |
was with one of the biggest round the pole jobs you are likely to come across, me
being the pole. The Stunt-King hurtled round lap after lap slowly building up
oscillations as it climbed into wind and dropped downwind. My fellow fiiers were
throwing rags at it trying to stop the engine but without luck. Eventually the model
flew into the deck on a downwind leg, the Frog still going full bore. The bits went
everywhere and there was nothing useable left. On the positive side the
spectators thought it was great however.

1953 2003
Author and Stunt Kings 50 years apart
Sartorial Elegance remains unchanged.

To complete my re-born C/L activities | built an own design 49 powered
stunt job and, after a few outings, had a recognisable stunt schedule but it
dawned on me that without much practice and a like-minded companion |
could not venture into competition. All now reside in the garage.
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THE YEARLY The establishment each
CONTEST year of a programme of
PROGRAMME contests which will satisfy

all aeromodellers has
proved to be an unenviable task which has not been
simplified by the voluntary and * spare time™
nature of the work carried out in this direction by
the officers of the S.M.A.E. responsible for its
collation,

There are usually complaints of too many con-
tests of the restricted type by one section of the model
movement, and at the same time too many of the
unrestricted type to suit the remainder. In addition,
due to apathy, lack of organisation, shortness of time,
or what have you, the percentage of aeromodellers
who send in their votes in questionnaires is lamentably
small, so that the officers of the S.M.A.E. usually
have an incomplete cross-section of opinion before
them to effect an equitable compromise. In addition
the work of compiling, printing, and circulating the
S.M.A.E. Contest Handbook must be put in hand
much earlier if it is to be made available well before
the commencement of the competition season.

In an effort to improve the situation the Council
of the S.M.A.E. have decided to try a new scheme
for deciding the 1951 programme which should
provide better results provided aeromodellers as a
whole co-operate.

Briefly, the procedure is this. All clubs are requested
to call a special meeting during March, 1950 for
the sole purpose of discussing the contest programme
and arriving at their requirements in this connection.
The Area secretaries will, in turn, call a special
Area meeting in the month of April to which the
clubs can send their delegates primed with their
requirements as defined at the club meeting. Finally,
the S.MLA.E. will call a special Council meeting in
May, 1950 where the area delegates can bring for-
ward the viewpoints and suggestions of their area. At
this Council meeting the contest programme will be
finalised so that the Society’s Handbook can be put
in hand without delay in order to make it possible
for copies to be in your hands immediately the 1950
flying season has drawn to a close.

By this means the S.M.A.E. hope to be able to
produce a programme for 1951 which will at least
please some aeromodellers part of the time, if it
does not actually succeed in the almost hopeless
task of pleasing all aeromodellers all the time.

FREE TRIPS Hitherto the S.M.A.E.
TO FINLAND has be_m reliant on a few
enthusiasts and aircraft
firms for the necessary

money to finance participation in international
events such as the Wakefield. In short, the S.M.A.E.
has had to go begging for money to enable British
aeromodellets to take their rightful place in the
international sphere.

It is appreciated that some clubs have made a
valiant effort to support the Council of the S.M.A.E.
in this direction, but the fact remains that the vast
majority of clubs make no effort whatever and the
total subscribed by the clubs has been extremely
small.

In order to place the matter on a self-supporting
basis, the S.M.A.E. has decided to sponsor a grand
draw among its members for the privilege of winning
a free trip to the Wakefield contest in Finland, or a
free trip to the international glider contest in Sweden,
among a total list of 100 attractive prizes.

Participation in this draw is by tickets which are
obtainable, from Mr. B. A. Messom, 81, Foss Way,
York, who is organising the draw on behalf of the
Council, or from the Secretary of the S.M.A.E,

One gocc)ld feature of the
P improved paper position
gll:!CRT\?'P’E’L is that the S.M.AE. has
been able to resume the
issue of a voucher copy of this journal to each
affiliated club for c¢lub wse. These copies are sent
direct from the MopeL AircrarT Editorial Offices,
23, Great Queen Street, London, W.C.2, and it is
therefore essential that all affiliated clubs should
keep the Editor informed of any changes in the
secretaryship of their club or any changes of the
secretary’s address.

Unless this is done it is impossible to ensure that
the copies are sent to the right persons and
disappointments are bound to ensue.

It is notorious that the secretaryship of many a
model aircraft club changes as rapidly as the phases
of the moon and it must be remembered that it is
impossible for your Editor to guess that these changes
have taken place. You must inform him immediately
of any changes if you desire this service to function.

We look forward to your close co-operation in this
direction,

CLUB COPIES

a1l
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SAM 1066 is the designation for a missile system developed by the Soviet Unit@AN'(Syrdaced-tie
Missile) family, which are designed to protect against aerial threats such as aircraft and missiles. Specifically, ¢
refers to a specific missile in the-8avAM systems, but | believe you may be refer@#pttGaamfulalso
known by its NATO reporting name), which was a widely kalewigr8ali®bbile surfeeair missile system.
Here are some key facts about t6S%M 1066) system:

Development and Purpose
The SA was developed in the 1960s as a mdbieedinmange surfadeair missile system. It was
designed to counter-igimg aircraft, helicopters, and, to some extent, cruise missiles. It was particulz
effective against meditantowaltitude targets.

Deployment
The SA was used extengiaey the Soviet Union and its allies, and it was exported to many countries. It v
designed to be mobile and able to be deployed quickly on the battlefield, providing fleedpititysand quick
air defense capabilities.

Guidance and Range
The misk uses seractive radar homing, which means the system requires a radar to lock onto a target
guide the missile towards it. The range obthasSie is approximately 25 to 30 kilometers, depending on
the target and environmental factors.

Componats:
The system is composed of a traesgidtauncher (TEL), a radar unit, and a command post. These
components are all mounted on wheeled vehicles, making the system highly mobile.

Combat Use
The S has been used in various conflicts simcedtgiion, including the Yom Kippur War and the Iran
Iraq War. It has been praised for its mobility and its ability to operate in a variety of environments.
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Ah, the Society of Antique Modellers, Chapter 1066! That s a much differentdepiatiesilasirfzatea! The
Society of Antique Modellers (SAM) is a group detheatgabteciation, preservation, and showcasing of model
craftsmanship, particularly those relating to historical, vintage, and antique designs.

Chapter 1066 of the SAM likely refers to a local or regional chapter of the organization, i pleihppsticular
having some special significance, such as a historical or geographic tie to the number 1066 (like a refere
famous Battle of Hastings in 1066, which could be tied to the group s identity).

These chapters typically involve enthubiastisare a passion for the art of model making, often focusing on historic
subjects like aircraft, trains, ships, and cars, or even miniatures based on historical events. Some of these soc
organize exhibitions, competitions, and edweoatkshalps.

Chapter 1066 might hold regular meetings, prombigldingledvents, and create a sense of community among
modellers. They might also have a focus on specific periods or types of models. If you re involved with them, i
great watp meet likeninded individuals, learn new techniques, and share in the joy of crafting detailed models.
Do you know more about this chapter, or are you interested in connecting with them in some way?
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Yeghe New Clarianan online newsletter that is associated with the Society of Antique Modellers (SAM) or s
groups that focus on mbdidling. It serves as a publication for enthusiasts to share news, tips,degidatgpses, an
related to modebking, particularly historical models, as well as events, competitions, and member highlights wif
community.

Typically, newslettersTike New Clariare a great resource for modellers who want ttostaie um thlatest

trends in the hobby, discover new methods for improving their craftsmanship, and get insights into shows or g
These types of newsletters often include:

Feature articleDetailed writgps on specific models, techniques, or hishjeicts sievant to the hobby.

Upcoming event$nformation about upcoming exhibitions, contests, or meetingsifdinmodeimunities.

- 3 2
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Member showcaseSpotlights on work by members, providing inspiration for others in the community.
Tips and techgues Expert advice on model construction, painting, detailing, and more.
AnnouncementsAny news related to the society, like leadership changes, new projects, or collaborations.
It s a great tool to foster community and keep everyone engagedhahe iwfmicheflantigue modelling.

Are you thinking of subscribing or contriblitiedNew Clarr is there something specific you wanted to know

about it?
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Bristol Scout A with some dihedral.

13 wingspan Bristol Scout A with dihedral keeper jig.
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Nowlen Aerospokd wheels, 1 3/8 dia.
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PEANUT SCALE :- 13 INCH SPAN §

.M SCXUT

Balsa Printwood Construction Kit

< ("> NOWLEN AERO
| for a m Z 139 Boardwalk
- Rubber Powered Flying Scale Model

Greenbrae, Ca 94904

PEANUT SCALE := 13 INCH SPAN

WRIGHT FLYER Bamsica
TYPE A (1907) '

Balsa Printwood Construction Kit

for a Jm* NOWLEN AERO
139 Boardwalk
Rubber Powered Flying Scale Model ' GresnbiusyCa Mk
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Film Star

Those who have been fortunate enough to see
the film, “The Sea shall not have them’” will
remember the existing sequence when a Sea Otter
makes contact with a rough sea on a rescue mission.
Modeller G. Massy-Collier had occasion to film,
and film from, the faithful Otter and reflects on
the “bashing” the airframe took on landing “in
the rough”. He has been kind enough to send along
the heading picture above which we reproduce for
the benefit of solid modellers and spotters interested
in this type.

7th Northern Models Exhibition

Last year, the show of aircraft models at this
well-known Manchester exhibition was decidedly
poor, and this was attributable to lack of advance
publicity. This year, the organisers have just got
notification into this journal by the skin of their
teeth—closing date was, apparently, January 31st,
but entries for the model aircraft section only will
be accepted up to February 28th. Entries received
after January 31st will not appear in the official
catalogue.

Classes are for power, rubber, glider, scale,

“How would you
like to be rolled
up like an old
cement tube ?”

March, 1955

Heard
at the
Hangar

Doors

scale C/L, any C/L, solids, and radio jobs; juniors
(under 17) have one class only. Span of any model
entered is limited to 6 ft., entry is 2/6d. per model,
senior, but free to juniors. Entry forms (one per
model) and full details are available from the
Exhibition Secretary, 5 Winstanley Road, Sale,
Cheshire. The show will be in the Corn and Produce
Exchange, Hanging Ditch, Manchester. March
25-27th. If you don’t wish to enter but would like
to show a model, the Secretary will be pleased to
hear from you. ;

Aeromodellers—
and their local councils

Reports continue to come in from all over the
country on the knotty question of “to fly, or not
to fly” in local parks, and other open spaces con-
trolled by local councils. In some districts the
unfortunate position still exists where local
authorities have banned model flying out of hand,
and in many places without reference to local clubs.

At Hucknall, Notts., a purely local ban was
imposed in this fashion, and it is encouraging to
learn that the Home Office refused to approve the
byelaw concerned, thus supporting—as they always
do—the cause of the genuine aeromodeller. In this
particular case a compromise is being arranged
which we hope will result in flying space being
made available. In other instances we have in-
vestigated apparently justified complaints from
aeromodellers, only to find that the facts submitted
were not accurate. There is absolutely no justifica-
tion for aeromodellers to expect to receive permission
to fly control-line models in districts where local
parks are completely surrounded by houses, for
the noise factor alone will bring the wrath of nearby’
residents upon their heads—and affect the cause of
aeromodelling in general. (In one case brought to
our notice, reasonable alternative accommodation
had been offered by the Council, but was un-
acceptable to the local modellers because it meant
them travelling a mile or two! Just another instance
of some people wanting it all served up on a plate, for
surely an enjoyable hour or two of flying is worth a
short trip.)
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Fairlop

More welcome news concerns modellers in the
London area. At the last L.C.C. Council meeting,
the sale of the popular Fairlop site to the Ilford
Borough Council was approved at a sale figure of
£360,600 which includes a surrounding area
totalling 920 acres. The aerodrome is scheduled as
an open space and will definitely not be used as
a housing estate. We understand that the latter
authority will consider applications from clubs in
the area for the use of the '"drome. We advise those
people interested to make all approaches through

the London Area Secretary rather than any form .

of direct approach to the Ilford Council for it is
logical to have one authority to negotiate on behalf
of a number than for the Council to be bothered
with numerous applications, Previous friendly
relations between the S.M.A.E. and the Ilford
Council Justlﬁes an optimistic view, but at this
stage there is no guarantee that flying -can be
permitted.

‘Aeromodelling Stamps

Our old friend Just van Hattum, Chairman of
the Technical Committee of the Koninklijke
Nederlandse Vereniging voor Luchtvaart (Royal
Dutch Aero Club) Model Aviation Section, takes
us to task for stating that the Hungarian Aero-
modelling Stamps featured last month, were the
only examples of direct use of aeromodelling in
connection with postage stamps. He sends two
examples of aviation stamps, one in green issued
in 1954, value 2 cents, depicts an aeromodeller
hand Iaunchipg a glider, and the other in blue,
value 10 cents, shows Dr. Albert Plesman, President
of K.L.M. who died in 1954.

The interesting part about these stamps is that
each carries a surcharge over and above the face
value, the proceeds of which are credited to the
Dutch National Aviation Fund. Proceeds to date
apparently total £6,400 which is a sizeable sum.
How nice it would be if the G.P.O. indulged in
such practices, it would certainly solve the problems
of financing our international teams.

First of the Year

The brightest flying day for several months
luckily coincided with the date of January 9th and
the Annual Blackheath organised Bill White and

Winter Glider trophies. Modellers came out of

hibernation to enjoy wintry sunshine and unusually
calm conditions at Epsom Downs and more than
60 maximum flights of over 3 mins. were recorded
for the total 145 entries. It became a North versus
South all-rounder battle as John O’Donnell and
Tony Brooks vied for top places in both events—
with John collecting the Bill White and Tony
placing second in both. Outstanding for an eighteen
man tie with double max’s, in the fly-off, the Bill
White now goes to a flier who can manage 7 : 52
without perceptible thermal aid, a clear two minutes
ahead of the next man, and flying in the same air as
a dozen other models returning from 3 to 5 mins.

(o AERE
E BIMODEULER]

Winner of the Glider trophy, J. Blount (above)
flew clubmate Roy Yeabsley’s A.P.S. Nebula
design for 2 : 43 in his fly-off. If times like these
are indicative of what to expect in ’55 contests,
durations are due to go up with a bump in open
rubber and A/2 events—though we doubt whether
we shall ever get a repeat of the calm conditions
prevailing at Epsom on this occasion.

Bill White WInter Glider
1. J. O’'Donnell 13 : 52 1. J. Bloun 8:43
ZAIBmoken 11 :53 ZA& rookes 8:06
3. D. Sugden 11:23 3 E 'Donnell 5:55
4. B. Rowe 10 : 49 4, C. J. Hancock 5:54
5. J. North 10 : 43 :
R.A.F. Models

Models rarely gain mention in the regular Air
Ministry News Letter: but the efforts of F/O
Egginton and F/O Jones stationed at Wildenrath,
in Germany with their 1/20th scale Sabre have
come to official attention. Since it is the first radio-
controlled scale ducted fan model of our acquaint-
ance, and with retracting undercarriage, flaps, dive

‘brakes, rudder, elevators and aileron controls, plus

a repeater transmitter in the model to indicate
model speed, we reproduce the builders and their
product to date for we envy their confidence.
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YES—YOU CAN REALLY believe your eves; a flying
scale version of the famous London-Paris airliner to
suit as wide 2 variety of engines as one could ever
imagine, and fiv no less than three ways. It can be
free-flight on any equally-matched pair of small
diesels from *3 c.c. to 1 ¢.c.—it can be flown round-
the-pole with the same power, and it can be aviated
on a con:roi-line circuit with any combination of
up to iour engines amounting to a total of 4 c.c.
Bevond thar power Mr. Reynolds and his number
start o p.ay havoc with the stability, so the moral is
to emulate the full-size, fly safe and slowly.

Before vou let your eyebrows down, we might as
well let vou in on the secret that the prototype may
yet be equipped with radio control ! I Such is the
confidence shown by designer S. Newton in this
remarkable model.

The 63-inch I1.P.42 started life with a pair of
Allbon Darts for free flight, and after the first test
outdoors had revealed a need for slight change of
trim, the thrustiines were altered and a check made
in an empty St. Athan hangar. A length of line was
tied to the tail, znd the model allowed to take off

Detachable
cabin roof zives
access to the
elevator pen-
dulum  which
is connected to
the control line
bellerank, A
Hobby and
Spitfire
provide power
kere for ¢fl.
Free flight re-
quires matched
pairs of motors

under restraint of this dog-lead arrangement. This
worked well—until the string broke and Hannibal
sailed gloriously down the length of the hangar:
but the doors could not be opened quickly enough.
. . . After repairs, a line was tied to the under-
carriage, the pendulum ailerons locked and she flew
round-the-pole with Cpl. Newton hanging on as
the “pole” in the centre. He was kept there for
a whole hour as his mechs refuelled the Darts
quickly at each landing and set her off 2gain. There
was no means of control other than the elevator
pendulum and it says a lot for the inherent stability
of this huge biplane that it flew so long without the
slightest quaver.

With a pair of Mills .75’s and full elevator control
the Hannibal was next aired at tre Battle of Britain
“open’’ day, R.A.F. Station Debden, where it flew
the whole afternoon without the slightest trouble,
landings and take-offs were a jov to watch, elevator
effect being absolutely perfect.

We anticipate that anyone with 2 pair, or even
four small diesels on the bench doing nothing in
particular will take one look 2t the photographs
here, say “gee—what a model” and have an
immediate hankering to start building, For although
the finished product is a huge, most impressive and
apparently involved airframe, study of the drawing
will show that construciion is in fact no more
difficult than for many a sport model—it’s just that
there's $0 much more of it!

Built for free-flight, 2 pair of *75 Mills or '8
Metrlins would be perfect up on the top wing. The
inverted section elevators mav seem strange—but
don’t alter them off as thev are essential! See that
the pendulums work freely; actually Old Hannibal
is very stable longitudinally and the ailerons are
rarely called into action. For control-line keep the
pendulum on the elevators as it comes in handy
when the lines go slack! The ailerons can still be
used, locked for a slight outwards bank.

Start with 40 ft. of control-line and when you've
got the feel of it let her fly on as long a line as you
dare in calm weather. If anyone could stand and
watch such a wondrous sight as this H.P.42 airborne
without batting an eyelid then, believe us, they
deserve to be called a moron!
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