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Editorial

Here we are again, not a lot of outdoor activity to report as the season is only just about to
get underway. Indoor meetings’ reports are a bit thin on the ground, in fact I do not recall
publishing any, I don’t think Nick mentioned any. Please write something about any flying that
you manage to do, otherwise this newsletter will inevitably die.
Access to suitable contest flying sites is still a major problem. The Nationals will now be at
Sculthorpe, a superb venue if somewhat out of the way for southern modellers. Being a 3 day
meeting makes travelling worthwhile though.

OK, let’s see what I have managed to nail together for this issue:

 The Jimp is the major feature this month, with our chairman Tony continuing his musings
on what to do with his.

 Trevor Hahner, another Jimp builder provides some pictures of his.
 Pylonius writes an amusing piece likening a possible bird flying society similar to our own

organisation. A flying lampshade is another of his weird inventions. Sartorial elegance,
or rather lack of it, of our contest flyers concludes his thoughts this month in 1956.

 It’s me again with the continuation of one of my past articles on control-line flying back
in 2003.

 News review 1950 March Model Aircraft, as the BMFA are doing today, is largely
concerned with an acceptable contest calendar.

 Our ever reliable Nick Peppiatt’s offering No,85, is in the main  a departure from his
normal indoor observations and concentrates on artificial intelligence due to a lecture
he attended. Subsequent visits to ChatGPT revealed quite a depth of knowledge
particularly when queried about the New Clarion. He does finish with a little on old
indoor model kits.

 Aeromodeller March 1955, Heard at the Hangar Doors has a picture of one of the stars
from the film ‘The sea shall not have them’, it is the actual ‘Sea Otter’ used. There is a
bit on local council bans, including one by-law refusal by the Home Office. The sale of
Fairlop airfield is reported and availability for model club use is offered, SMAE advise
that requests for permission to use be coordinated through the London Area Secretary.

 Roger Newman’s report from North Wales is quite extensive and features the  first
real airliner the ‘Handley Page HP 42’. He reproduces the Aermodeller feature article
of the time.

 Engine test is the Cox 15 MkII special. This engine was possibly the most powerful 2.5cc
of its time and was wining comps shortly after its introduction. Despite what the report
states, my experience, albeit not first hand, was that the engine was not easy to start
and difficult to hold steady RPM when run on FAI straight fuel. On high nitro content
however it was a different story.

 Peter Carter sends a pictorial selection of his Stoloff models.
 For a change we have a small control-line model ’Sweetheap’, one the few C/L designs by

Ray Malmstrom.
 Roy Tiller, from the DBHLibrary, goes Italian with modelling in 1929.
 The issue wraps up with Roger Newman’s usual plans for the Month.

Editor
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A Bit More for the Board - Tony Shepherd

Further to last time and my bit about future plans for the Jimp, amazingly a bit of
correspondence came flooding in from a Mr David Cox of South London!  To say the least I was
shocked.  David suggested that if I were to install an ED Comp Special in the model then it
would probably constitute a “Crime against Aeromodelling!” due to the inappropriateness of this
engine when considered against the known performance capability of the Jimp.  So what’s to
be done?

It is undoubtedly the case that David has become the indisputable  Ace when it comes to flying
Jimps, this being the result of his very high skill level when it comes to flying I/C models.
(There is also the fact that the extremely high quality air frame he’s using was donated to him
several years ago by an excellent builder - modesty forbids me mentioning who that was but I
think it has been stated before!).  Anyway the thoughts of David should always be considered
very seriously so I’m back into pondering mode.

Inevitably I hadn’t moved rapidly on the airframe changes because installing the engine beams
for a Comp Special would require a fair bit of surgery and this would probably be a one way trip
for the fuselage, therefore it’s time to look at other options. I’m not ready to mess about with
glow plug engines so it’ll be an elderly diesel of some sort but which one from the box will be
the lucky one?  There are three that immediately spring to mind, all of which look a bit mucky
on the outside but run very nicely.

Option one: Is a lovely little
Elfin 149.  These have a very
good power to weight ratio and
a bit of history.  Barry Wheeler
used one in his Eliminator which
was flown to success for him by
proxy in the 1952 World
Champs.  At a much humbler
level I also built an Eliminator
and fitted it with an Elfin 149.
This was my first proper I/C
comp model and I very proudly
won a combined power event
with at Middle Wallop one
Sunday afternoon, long, long
ago.  Add to this George Fuller
who flew his Zoot Suit and
Stomper with one and he knew
his stuff.  These designs have about the same wing area as the Jimp and the airframe is light
so this is definitely one to consider and there’s the added bonus that mine is a good starter.

For option 2: I’m considering the beam mounted Elfin 249.  I have one of these all set up on a
modern engine mount with fuel shut off already fitted.  It would be the simplest of matters
to add a new front plate to the fuselage and bolt on the whole assembly.  I thought that when
I had originally built this particular Jimp I’d fitted a radial mount Elfin 249 but seem to recall
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a problem with it stopping
whilst the amount of oil that
was thrown all over the
starboard side of the fuselage
made it difficult to hold with
the engine running.  But having
now seen this beam mount 249
I’m wondering if that whole
assembly used to be in this
airframe and it was this one
that was responsible for the oil
going everywhere.  Fading
memories and all that.  I need
to flash it up and try it out but
I do like this option.  As for the
slippery fuselage I’ll have to
stick on some emery paper at
the gripping points and wear
down my fingerprints even
further.

The third and final option:
(for now) is to go further up
the power curve and fit an
AM35.  I like them!  I flew two
of them in Dave Clarkson
SLOPs (the 432 sqin variant)
and whilst they don’t climb like
the Cox Jimp with its smaller
wing area they still give a good
account of themselves.  The fit
would be as simple as the Elfin
249 option.  In the hanger I
have Thommo’s old Zeek in
which he’d fitted an AM35.  I
seem to recall that he reckoned
this was about as much as that
airframe would take and it has
a 400 sqin wing whilst the Jimp
is only 330 sqin so perhaps this
option might be too much for it.
Things to consider.

So there you have the conundrum which I will continue to ponder whilst waiting hopefully for
some further correspondence to come in from Mr Cox.
More anon.

Tony Shepherd
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Another ‘Jimp’ - Trevor Hahner

I was interested to read Tony Shepherd’s piece in February’s Clarion about the Jimp.
I am sending photos of my version which may be of some interest. I am a sports flier,
but occasionally when a contest model catches my eye, I diversify and build one.

I have witnessed, on more than one occasion, the astonishing climb of Dave Cox’s Jimp
on Salisbury Plain. Phew, what a sight!! My Jimp is powered by an ED competition special
in keeping with the original design, and so gives a much more relaxed type of flight, and
keeps my heart rate under control!



6

As an aside I am about to embark on the build of an Ethereal Lady.
It will be a replacement of the one which I built way back in the 80's, but try as I did, I never
could get a consistent flight pattern.
Recently I cremated it!
So, now I will try again. I could take a few build pics and notes if you feel any of the 1066 guys
might be interested?

I am sure members will be interested (Editor)

Trevor Hahner
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Extract from Model Aircraft March 1956
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Bricks on Strings Part 2 - John Andrews

Extract from Old Paper-back Clarion, October 2003
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Clarion October 2003
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News Review - Model Aircraft March 1950

Model Aircraft March 1950
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Indoors Isn’t for Everyone 85 - Nick Peppiatt

I recently attended an informative talk given locally in our village on the subject of Artificial
Intelligence (AI), so I thought I’d try a conversation with the generative artificial intelligence
chatbot ChatGPT.
What can you tell me about SAM 1066? I asked.
ChatGPT replied:-
‘SAM 1066 is the designation for a missile system developed by the Soviet Union. It’s part of the "SAM" (Surface-to-Air
Missile) family, which are designed to protect against aerial threats such as aircraft and missiles. Specifically, SAM 1066
refers to a specific missile in the Soviet-era SAM systems, but I believe you may be referring to the SA-6 "Gainful" (also
known by its NATO reporting name), which was a widely known Soviet-designed mobile surface-to-air missile system.
Here are some key facts about the SA-6 (SAM 1066) system:
Development and Purpose:

 The SA-6 was developed in the 1960s as a mobile and medium-range surface-to-air missile system. It was
designed to counter low-flying aircraft, helicopters, and, to some extent, cruise missiles. It was particularly
effective against medium- to low-altitude targets.

Deployment:
 The SA-6 was used extensively by the Soviet Union and its allies, and it was exported to many countries. It was

designed to be mobile and able to be deployed quickly on the battlefield, providing flexibility and quick-response
air defense capabilities.

Guidance and Range:
 The missile uses semi-active radar homing, which means the system requires a radar to lock onto a target and

guide the missile towards it. The range of the SA-6 missile is approximately 25 to 30 kilometers, depending on
the target and environmental factors.

Components:
 The system is composed of a transport-erector-launcher (TEL), a radar unit, and a command post. These

components are all mounted on wheeled vehicles, making the system highly mobile.
Combat Use:

 The SA-6 has been used in various conflicts since its introduction, including the Yom Kippur War and the Iran-
Iraq War. It has been praised for its mobility and its ability to operate in a variety of environments.

Would you like more details about any specific aspect of the SAM 1066 or the SA-6 system?’
Ok. What can you tell me about the Society of Antique Modellers, Chapter 1066?
‘Ah, the Society of Antique Modellers, Chapter 1066! That’s a much different topic than surface-to-air missiles, haha! The
Society of Antique Modellers (SAM) is a group dedicated to the appreciation, preservation, and showcasing of model
craftsmanship, particularly those relating to historical, vintage, and antique designs.
Chapter 1066 of the SAM likely refers to a local or regional chapter of the organization, with this particular one perhaps
having some special significance, such as a historical or geographic tie to the number “1066” (like a reference to the
famous Battle of Hastings in 1066, which could be tied to the group’s identity).
These chapters typically involve enthusiasts who share a passion for the art of model making, often focusing on historical
subjects like aircraft, trains, ships, and cars, or even miniatures based on historical events. Some of these societies also
organize exhibitions, competitions, and educational workshops.
Chapter 1066 might hold regular meetings, promote model-building events, and create a sense of community among
modellers. They might also have a focus on specific periods or types of models. If you’re involved with them, it could be a
great way to meet like-minded individuals, learn new techniques, and share in the joy of crafting detailed models.
Do you know more about this chapter, or are you interested in connecting with them in some way?’

Do you know anything about the New Clarion, an on-line newsletter?
‘Yes, The New Clarion is an online newsletter that is associated with the Society of Antique Modellers (SAM) or similar
groups that focus on model-building. It serves as a publication for enthusiasts to share news, tips, techniques, and updates
related to model-making, particularly historical models, as well as events, competitions, and member highlights within the
community.
Typically, newsletters like The New Clarion are a great resource for modellers who want to stay up-to-date on the latest
trends in the hobby, discover new methods for improving their craftsmanship, and get insights into shows or gatherings.
These types of newsletters often include:
Feature articles: Detailed write-ups on specific models, techniques, or historical subjects relevant to the hobby.
Upcoming events: Information about upcoming exhibitions, contests, or meetings for model-building communities.
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Member showcases: Spotlights on work by members, providing inspiration for others in the community.
Tips and techniques: Expert advice on model construction, painting, detailing, and more.
Announcements: Any news related to the society, like leadership changes, new projects, or collaborations.
It’s a great tool to foster community and keep everyone engaged and informed in the world of antique modelling.
Are you thinking of subscribing or contributing to The New Clarion? Or is there something specific you wanted to know
about it?’

So now you know! The speed of the replies is impressive and they are quite lucid and fascinating,
but it is clear that any information given by ChatGPT and similar AI programmes requires very
careful checking.

Nowlen Aero Bristol Scout A
Over 30y ago I built a Peanut sized Bristol Scout A from a Nowlen Aero kit. This was modified
to have movable control surfaces, and was originally fitted with a rubber motor, as per the
plan, but I did not have much success in getting it to fly well. It was later modified to take a
Gasparin G-24 CO2 motor and was made to fly in a somewhat better manner.
I dug it out recently as our Chairman, Tony Shepherd, had acquired a Gasparin CO2 motor,
which required identification and this, indeed, turned out to be another G-24. I thought I’d
attempt to fly the Scout again at one of the Trinity indoor meetings, but noticed it had lost
its dihedral. To rectify, I cut the top wings partially through at the dihedral breaks, and
devised a simple balsa and rubber band jig to keep the dihedral. The top wings were then re-
glued with Ambroid (I still have some!) at the dihedral joints. Incidentally, if you have some
dried Ambroid in a tube, you can make it useable by extracting the hard lumps and dissolving
them in a mixture of 50% acetone and 50% MEK.

13” wingspan Bristol Scout A with dihedral keeper jig.

Bristol Scout A with some dihedral. Nowlen Aero spoked wheels, 1 3/8” dia.
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Nowlen Aero produced some very complete kits for Peanut scale models of early aircraft.
It is, alas, another cottage industry enterprise that has come and gone. The Bristol Scout A
kit had a formed light aluminium engine cowl and neat spoked wheels. As far as I’m aware kits
were also produced for the Nieuport 11 sesquiplane, the Deperdussin monocoque racer, the
Langley Aerodrome ‘A’ and the Wright Flyer Type A.

Plans for all of these, apart from the Nieuport are available on Outerzone. I still have the
pleasure of tackling the Wright Flyer Type A kit to look forward to.

Bristol Scout

Nick Peppiatt
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Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller March 1955
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Aeromodeller March 1955
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From North Wales - Roger Newman

Occasional Notes: February 2025

Weather is still very cold but it has been relatively calm of late. If only there was a local flying
field. To rub salt in – conversations with our Chairman indicates he is thoroughly enjoying small
model / small field flying of late taking full advantage of the conditions down south. Never
mind.

Whilst browsing some past Aeromodeller mags, the
Dec 1955 edition surfaced – front cover upwards.
Within it was the Handley Page HP 42 & plan. Now I
have a vague memory of seeing & marvelling at this
very model long ago, probably in 1955 either at
Waterbeach or Radlett? Maybe someone is more
aware and/or has a better memory? Anyway a bit of
poking round the web produced the following extract
from Wikipedia:

The Handley Page H.P.42 and H.P.45 were four-
engine biplane airliners designed and manufactured by
British aviation company Handley Page, based in
Radlett, Hertfordshire. They held the distinction of
being the largest airliners in regular use in the world
on the type's introduction in 1931.

The H.P.42/45 were designed in response to a specification issued during 1928 by the British
flag airline Imperial Airways. The two models are very similar, with the H.P.42 optimised for
range at the expense of payload while the H.P.45 carried more passengers over shorter
distances.
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Imperial Airways approved Handley Page's proposals and ordered four aircraft of the two
variants to serve as the new land-based long-distance flagships of its fleet.

On 14 November 1930, the prototype, named Hannibal made its first flight. Following their
introduction into Imperial Airways service, they formed the backbone of the airliner's land-
based fleet through most of the 1930s and, along with the company's numerous flying boats.
Eight aircraft were built, four of each type and all had names beginning with the letter "H".
Three survivors were pressed into Royal Air Force (RAF) service at the outbreak of the
Second World War. By the end of 1940, all of the aircraft had been destroyed.

The photo montage comes from a NASA report on the HP42 published in Dec 1930

The model was designed to be flown as either free flight scale or control line scale powered
by two small (0.5/1.0cc diesels) for free flight & the Aeromodeller article describes amusing
events with the prototype.
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& the aforesaid article: Truly a scale model worthy of building.

Activities of late. Having settled well into a different life style, realisation has finally dawned
that getting rid of almost all of my modelling stuff was not a good move, particularly as Spring
brings about the desire to build something. Nevertheless such things are amongst many
obstacles in life to be overcome, so balsa & other bits were ordered from SLEC after deciding
likely candidates. The service was excellent with a “by return” courier delivery. Another part
of the cellar has been tidied up & suitable lighting fitted. Almost ready to go.
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The candidate list came down to Simplex 40,
Ehling Triangle & a  Vic Smeed Madcap, all of a
size that can (hopefully) be flown quite locally. All
to be electric powered, as a few electrical bits
were retained, more by good luck than planning,
plus I have now no idea from where to purchase
diesel fuel. The choice – well, the Simplex 40 was
a no-brainer, as it is easy to build, stable &
robust. This will be the 5th one, having lost two &
literally flown the other two into well-earned
retirement. The Ehling Triangle because long ago
I built & still have a PAW 80 powered Wedgy -
the Triangle is a similar size & shape but more
angular. Both are high thrust line so it will be
interesting to see if they have similar flight
patterns. particularly with the Triangle to be
powered by electric. The Madcap – always wanted
to build one but yet another of the “never got
round to it” models that we all have on our lists!
Cabin version – not the profile fuselage. Plans are
on the way courtesy of my well used print shop in
Gosport. Progress will be reported, it may be
quite slow!

Simplex 40 :
Ehling Triangle:
Smeed Madcap

Lightweight rubber selection this month is a
compatriot to its Blackpool Rock predecessor –
the Yorkshire Pudding by J Owen from
September 1946 Model Aircraft.
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To quote the designer from his
original MA article:
“ the intention being to produce a
contest model requiring very little
rubber and also one that could be
very easily duplicated”.

The Zoom AGM seemed to go ok –
I could see & hear everyone but
couldn't participate due to a total
lack of knowledge of iPads in
combination with the inability to

switch on sound & vision! Other than that – fine. Our Chairman & Doug Hunt addressed the
issue of the 1066 library very well. Net outcome is that I plan to visit Buckminster on 8th March
to discuss further possibilities with Doug, taking into account views of those most concerned
with use of the library. Things are looking promising.

On the eVTOL front, the FAA recently released the results of a detailed research survey on
downwash & outwash from eVTOL vehicles, which adds to prior research by the CAA. Report
No. DOT/FAA/TC-24/42 refers.. The conclusions don't make particularly good reading
concerning potential hazards of eVTOLs & Vertiports. However these conclusions & any arising
follow-ups will probably fade into the noise level after the recent tragic air collision accident
in the USA, as air traffic management & eVTOL operations will surely come under intense
scrutiny before any operational activities in the USA are allowed to take place. The EU long
ago identified air space control as a priority to be researched through its SESAR project -
The Single European Sky Air Traffic Management (ATM) Research (SESAR) project is the
technological pillar of the European Commission's Single European Sky Initiative to modernize
ATM. This is a good time to leave the subject for now.

Free flight news from the BMFA FFTC
For those who participate in/follow free flight competitions in the UK but don't access the
FFTC website, the following note regarding the 2025 Competition Programme been posted on
the FFTC website. As we are (still) a free flight club, we should take interest in what happens
particularly as the FFTC have proposed quite significant changes to competition rules in an
effort to generate more comp entries.

Free Flight Competition Programme for 2025
Date of Meeting: January 29, 2025

Attendees:
• Mike Woodhouse, John Carter, Phil Ball, Mark Benns, Ken Faux, Simon Dixon, Trevor

Seabrook, Ian Kaynes – FFTC members
• Simon Vaitevicius – BMFA Technical Director
• Chris Redrup, Steve Philpott – Programme Contributors
• David Ginns – Observer

Introduction
A meeting of the Free Flight Technical Committee (FFTC) was held on January 29, 2025, to discuss
the 2025 Free Flight Competition calendar. The agenda focused on reviewing the submission from
Chris Redrup and Steve Philpott. The FFTC extends its appreciation to all who contributed to this
productive discussion.

Key Discussions
2025 Calendar and Rule Development
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The 2025 FFTC calendar and associated rule changes were shaped by:
• Feedback from the 2024 Free Flight Conference
• In-depth discussions within the FFTC
• Ongoing engagement with the Free Flight community
These changes were introduced in response to the noticeable decline in contest participation,
particularly since Covid, with the aim of revitalizing interest and ensuring the sustainability of Free
Flight competitions.

Alternative Programme Presentation
Chris Redrup and Steve Philpott presented an alternative competition programme. While the FFTC
acknowledged the effort and thoughtful proposals, it was concluded that the alternative programme
lacked the comprehensive detail needed for a replacement
The FFTC recognizes the community’s concerns and anxieties regarding significant changes the
FFTC has made.

Outcomes and Commitments
The FFTC decided to proceed with the published programme, however several positive suggestions
were taken from the meeting. A key outcome was securing a commitment from Chris and Steve to
collaborate with the FFTC throughout 2025 to assist with:
• The vital aspect of gathering data from the season’s activities
• Analysis of the data and the impact of the 2025 programme.
• The development of future rule and format changes for the 2026 season

Planned Activity in 2025
In June/July 2025 the FFTC will host a webinar conference to review the first four months of the
Free Flight season to:
• Assess how the new format is performing in practice
• Listen to feedback from competitors
• Discuss suggestions for improvements
• Discuss disparities in model performance
• Prepare for the Free Flight Conference in November 2025
Commitment to the Free Flight Community
The FFTC believes its decisions are in the best interest of the Free Flight community, aiming to:
• Safeguard the future of the sport
• Balance tradition with inclusivity and innovation
• Foster a vibrant, fair, and data-driven competition environment
Whilst the current outcome may not align with everyone’s preferences, the FFTC assures the
community that all feedback will be listened to and will continue to shape future decisions. Chris
Redrup and Steve Philpott will participate in future FFTC meetings, and community members are
always welcome to attend as observers.

2025 and the future
For the 2026 calendar, the FFTC will focus on:
• Observing how the new format functions in real-world settings
• Listening to the experiences and suggestions of the competitors
• Making data-driven refinements based on community input

Remember that this programme is a trial and will be changed/revised/updated as determined by the
results obtained in 2025.

The FFTC remains dedicated to fostering a united, dynamic Free Flight community through a
collaborative approach that honours the sport’s rich history while embracing necessary change.

The Free Flight Technical Committee (FFTC)

The competition program can be accessed via https://freeflight.bmfa.fftc-news-132

Roger Newman
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Engine Test:Cox Special .15 MkII - Aeromodeller March 1966
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Aeromodeller March 1966
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My Stoloff Models - Peter Carter

In answer to Roger’s comments in the February edition of the New Clarion, re my model of the
Yogi and other Jerry Stoloff designs, I have dug up some pictures, see below.
I have built and flown all of Jerry’s designs except the INVADER as I still can’t find the plan.
All of my models are powered by diesel engines in place of original petrol engines and all
excellent flyers.
I enlarged a YOGI by 130% and powered it by an AM25 then a 35 and l am please to say it’s
flying characteristics are as good as the original size ,if not better.

Daughter Joanne with enlarged YOGI

Spearhead.



28

Swami

Yogi
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Yehudi

Bulldozer
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Diamond Demon

Diamond Demon

Peter Carter
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Sweetheap - Ray Malmstrom
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Ray Malmstrom

From the book, 60 years of IVCMAC: Courtesy Chris Strachan
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DBHLibrary (Magazines) - Roy Tiller

Report No.169 Our earliest books.
This month we move on to 1929 and an Italian book titled
“Modelli Volanti” (Flying Models) written by Tomaso
Piccardo.

We have a digital copy of this book and the extracts below
are courtesy of Google Translate. Pictures and drawings are
via Printscreen and Screenshots.

The first chapter, which is titled “Elementary Notions of
Flight”, covers airflow over flat plates, aerofoils etc.

The next chapter “The Aircraft, its Parts and its
Manoeuvres” includes the following.

“The forces that act in an airplane can be reduced to 4 main
ones: traction, resistance, weight and support; for the
flight to be balanced these different forces must be
applied in a well-determined way, otherwise flight stability
could not be achieved.”

“The traction is given by the propeller and it is exerted
on the extension of its axis. The resistance, since the
airplane is symmetrical, will be found on the longitudinal
plane of the center of the plane. The resultant of the
weight is located in the center of gravity. The supporting
force can be considered concentrated in the center of
pressure.”
“It is easy to determine experimentally where the center
of gravity is located especially in models, see Fig. 6.”

The next chapter is “Types of Flying Models”.
The author states that the book will not cover
ornithopters, autogiros or helicopters
“It is a good idea for the modeller to begin his
constructions with model gliders. For these he does not
have to worry about the engine and the construction of
the propeller, which for a beginner are sometimes the
least easy parts.””
“The launch can be done by hand from above or by
means of an elastic slingshot, reproducing on a smaller
scale the launch system of gliding aircraft.”
“A flying model with good flying qualities is necessarily
dissimilar to a real aircraft, especially if an elastic band
is used as the engine; this is obvious because while in an
airplane the weight of the engine is concentrated in a
small space, in the model it is extended along the entire
length of the fuselage. The centres of gravity are
found in different positions and the wings must
consequently be placed in different positions.”
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“Models can be with a traction (front) or propulsion (rear)
propeller. In the first constructions, preference is given to
models with a traction propeller in which it is sufficient to
adjust the incidence of the wing, and the tailplanes have no
incidence. The second ones, commonly called canards,
require greater expertise for the set-up because the
elevator must also have positive incidence to support part
of the load of the model, consequently the supporting force
is distributed between the two surfaces in proportion to
each other and their incidence.”
Chapters follow on “Tools Needed by the Modeller”,
“Materials”, “Working of Materials”, “Relationships
Between the Diomensions of a Model”, “Motors” “The
Fuselage”, “Wing and Taiilplane Construction”, “Propeller
Construction”, “Landing Gear and Floats”, “Tests for the
Set-up” and then “”Practical Model Construction”

“MODEL OF A GLIDER”
“The simplest model of this type can be
built in paper or cardboard, cut out with
scissors and folded conveniently. Every
boy has certainly built similar gliders for
fun. Very probably, without any knowledge
of aerodynamic laws and with only
attempts, he will have equally achieved
positive results, and will have observed
how it is necessary to weigh down the
leading edge of the wing to make the
center of pressure coincide with that of
gravity. He will also have observed that if
the wing has a strong dihedral the flight

is more stable, and that the same thing is noted if the wing is given the shape of an arrow.”
“Fig. 39 gives the details of a very simple glider, to be launched with a rubber band slingshot.
The load-bearing surfaces are made of Bristol board and have the following measurements:
wing 13 X 6 cm., horizontal rudder 8 X 5 cm., vertical rudder 6 X 5 cm. The leading edge of the
wing can be reinforced by glueing a strip of the same board 0.5 cm. wide on top.”
“The stick has a square section of 4 mm. on each side, and is 30 cm. long. In the back part, a
slot is made with a hacksaw, into which the vertical rudder is inserted and glued. The load-
bearing surfaces are connected to the stick by elastic rings. The horizontal rudder must have
an angle of incidence that is determined experimentally, by applying different thicknesses
under its leading edge. In the front part of the stick, an iron wire is inserted as shown in the
figure, to serve for launching.”

“MONOPLANE WITH TRACTIVE PROPELLER WITH A STICK FUSELAGE (Fig. 40)”
“The rubber band holder stick has a section of 9 x 9 mm. and is 70 cm. long, pine or spruce.
The propeller support is obtained from a 1 mm. thick brass strip, 7 mm. wide and 50 mm, long,
bent into a U, glued and tied with wire to the stick. Two brass washers are placed between the
support and the propeller, which constitute a good thrust bearing. The propeller shaft is made
of 10/10 mm. steel wire. The propeller has a diameter of 25 cm. and an angle of incidence at
the end of the blades of 20deg.”
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“The engine is made of a 12 meter roll of
rubber with a section of 1 X 3 mm.”
“The wing is made of bamboo strips; it has a 75
cm. opening and a depth of 14 cm. For the
leading edge spar use a section of 6 X 2 mm.
and for the second 4 X 2 mm. To have an arrow-
shaped wing, the spars must be in two pieces
glued together and tied as shown in the figure.
The 8 ribs are 14.5 cm long and have a section
of 5 X 2 mm. They are given a slight heat
curvature; they are glued to the spars and tied
as shown in the figure. The trailing edge is
made of a silk thread stretched between the ends of the ribs and around which the paper is
folded. The covering is a simple covering applied to the concave lower surface of the wing,
folded around the leading edge. Between the two central ribs, once the glue is dry, the paper
is removed. Use parchment paper, and be careful when spreading it out to avoid deformations.
Once dry, proceed with varnishing.”
“The wing is fixed to a very thin tin case so that it can be moved along the stick. This case is
obtained by folding the tin around the stick and welding it. Once the position of the wing has
been experimentally determined, the case can be fixed to the stick by introducing a small
wedge. The horizontal tail plane is composed of two spars and three bamboo ribs with a section
of 4 X 1 mm. with a trailing edge in silk thread.”
“The vertical plane can be made of 12/10 steel wire or 2 mm. aluminium, or rush.”

“MONOPLANE WITH TRACTIVE PROPELLER WITH TUBE FUSELAGE”

“The tube, made of wood veneer with a thickness
of 3/10 mm., has a diameter of 2 cm., is 96 cm.
long, and is reinforced at the ends.
The propeller has a diameter of 30 cm., incidence
of 22deg. at the end of the blade. The support
consists of a tin box cover to which a 1 mm. thick
brass strip is welded, bent as in the sketch so as
to provide the second support point for the axis.
The wing is cantilevered, with a span of 108 cm.
and a depth of 20 cm., it has a notable dihedral
and an arrow shape. It is composed of three

spars, of which the leading edge is the most robust, and 10 semi-thick profile ribs in 3 mm.
plywood lightened by holes. The trailing edge is made of silk thread tied to the end of the ribs.
The wing has no struts since it has been made structurally rigid by means of a strip that
connects the four central ribs and the second spar. The tail planes are made of wire 12/10
steel. All surfaces are covered with wet-stretched and varnished drawing paper. The motor is
made of 20 meters of elastic with a section of 3 X 1 mm. The wing is fixed to the tube with
brass clamps.”

Should you wish to build any of these models, the full instructions are available by email.

Roy Tiller, tel 01202 511309, email roy.tiller@ntlworld.com

Roy Tiller
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Plans for the Month - Roger Newman

Power: has to be the Triangle but a close call with another unorthodox model, which is now
held over till next month.

Glider: Veron Vortex – Phil Smith's answer to the KK Chief.
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Rubber: One of the Jimmie Allen series - Jimmie Allen Skokie. Our Hon Librarian much enjoyed
these little models, flying them with great skill & enjoyment.

Roger Newman
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Events and Notices

SUNDAY 1st. March
10-00 til 16-00
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Just £10 by PayPal or cheque
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Provisional Events Calendar 2025
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

February 22nd Saturday Coupe De Brum, Luffenham
or February 23rd Sunday

March 9th Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 23rd Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

April 6th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
April 18th Friday Northern Gala, Luffenham
or April 19th Saturday

May 4th Sunday BMFA 4th Area
May 24th Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
or May 25th Sunday

June 1st Sunday BMFA 5th Area
June 14th Saturday Croydon, & 1066, Salisbury Plain
or June 15th Sunday

July 6th Sunday BMFA 6th Area
July 26th Saturday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe
& July 27th Sunday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe

August 9th Saturday Southern Gala, Salisbury Plain
or August 10th Sunday
August 23rd Saturday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 24th Sunday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 25th Monday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe

September 7th Sunday BMFA 7th Area
September 13th Saturday Stonehenge, Sculthorpe
& September 14th Sunday & Equinox cups

October 4th Saturday Croydon & 1066, Salisbury Plain
or Sunday 5th Sunday
October 12th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 25th Saturday Midland Gala, Luffenham
or October 26th Sunday

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org
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Useful Websites
SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight Society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kits - www.belairkits.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Vintage Radio Control - www.norcim.org
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, Patrik Gertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
John Andrews www.johnandrewsaeromodeller.webs.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership Secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


