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| Pad userst you are having trouble opening the New Clarion, hold your finger on it to display a menu,
thenselect open in new tab". You will find the new tab to theANhD66tteh.

T- a2 £42 ¢+ m~ ¥ £
b¢g2-°§~2 J O
pPp-2mM°UuE° E£C=Cc? 8§¥]| 2 0-¥£°=KEPp«~n P
N= 8§2=zj-°f£=zp-°=2!f£= -~°¢---=p| £®] £°¢ U
q-®8j ~2=qu8gt2+ m-2--283x NO
Ca~°§. 2=0MMQ g-!a=r"-¢° Ep+ NP
eE£°E=~-¢=q! £°£ j-¢£a=nrg°j°~p2=j~°; ININVRN
f=a¢--°=8+£- 2=zp-°=bh”  £°. -kEFUSESMER®E ~2 2 NV
ef~°¢C=~2=2 1 f=-e~¥~°=@L£2*a¢-C£23£° =] ~°7 ] =NDNWRS
j-CE£2="r8° | °~02=0£¥8%22°~-RE E6=MER®®E~22 OP
b-¥8-£=N"=~2. NY+tW=0EL£EEX=eKCEBZ2EL£° =] ~° i =NOWRN
hg§-¥+=" 3®="8°=0~j £ g8§-2 £3° K« - ¢K3 © OR
g £=_8j £+2£°=0£2°8E£ £ 0- - =s5s~3 ¥ = oT
ca. = =t §°£ j ~° 2n8-OF ou
S ~° ¢ 8§a¥2.2=A8°+! §®=p! £Cg-! A=A C¢° Ep+ oV
@ ~+2=p°-«=2)£=m~22=ff g8«=t°8¥| 2 PQ
k-2£4+£=0°-«=k-°2 ] =t~af£+ 0-¥£°=KkEHdu«~n PR
pEj°£2~° +gek—~ 2 £°+.=0OMOS 0~ =haag- 22 PT
ma2 ~-+=nop-°=21! £=j - =21 0- ¥KREpu«~~ PU
b” £-2 k==28¢ £ + QM
me - 8§+8§--~23=p £-22="~2af£-¢~7 QT
r+f£o3a=t £ +82¢£= J QV

° ¥



O

b¢g2-°§~a ]

o

>
L ==

N ——-

th + O

—

- @ |

~ £=§2=-S8Y¥- cEYSKEY ° § ¥IP=20=2-=22|8L-—0aP§PL° = ~2 - 2 ¥ ¢
«@®t--~=§-=q--- +ELEE@mrEE==§a=¢E-n8§+&d £E=§t=~] 23 ~
~—at=p AP =t 8§+ £°=~42=Qq- - =2 -3¥1 2K

®-++§ §282.=-0=p"jPR=C=p"j NMSS=~«~2¥~«~2§¥=-
== f£~°£°K=q| £°£=] ~t= E£E£-=~z=0|-&xB222EL£i=KkEL«E £ &=
Sif&E+2-8§ - = ~a¢ =2 BHERHELE2 « @B ¥ =S FWETE°EEL 2L
2=~ " E£=UE=¥-2=8-=2] §+£=8x23£W

0-¥E£° = KEp«~-=©§;j©+t=3+=-o0=p8§2! = | -«®° £ £-+§ £
| ~°° B-¥=t-2-~° =@ QECER=E2 L2 "° 5

f-t2~2a~-28. n=-p=paq=8§-2-=)8+£=£3£2°8) =-RE~=0®- |
q- - - +=~°28§; 2 =p-°=2! §+=«--2!K

j-¢C£2="r8° ) °~p2=]~°7 1 =NVRT=2££+£=m-2- 283 = - ««£f-
-=a=1 8+= °3 4] £+=n82 | Z«-BELA=LHHABLHET+EL L =B|°L «lk - = ¥
f=®338=~5-21 £°=-0D0=«:=-2¢="2a8~°8§. 2=~°28 2P =0°-
28«E£=0°8f£-C¢C=~aC¢C=£=«-C£238§¥=j-«®~=8§--"=0~: =1, -

EE°E=~-0C=q! £°£=0° - «= |°-£0GE-2°=2/uE 25 12628 % & Y \ERNLEI-
i ~«®8- +! §@+t=PBEER =2 L OLEPpDACFLERH/EL R 22 = | 3°° £
° 3 £°=«-C£23 =8 ~q¢L£C=-=2!f=t~«f= °~ajl=-n=2]!f=

q: £:g~—|3~°- =q°§—|§2 . =f—|¢--°:((££2§—|¥2=§iia28|::ﬁ§:_ﬂ_‘i3a3"

Il 83 +3 ~a=-@aL£2] -°~=-p=«-CE£2=R®8;23°£+K
NVRS=ef~°¢=~2=2 ]| f=-e~¥~°=a--°2£=2~30Qx=-80=1%] ~°
+ 3 ~¢°-2 +=~8°j°~pm2]| =03 ++t8~a=pu-°2¢=°L£j-°¢C=j2~¢
21 E«wE=2E£ £ «EC=2 - oy £= 2°8OCGj¥—=— lE= (+8=+2 §O8 ~ ¥ =2 | £=- 2
k8§ ©O=mE®®§~22 =2~ af+=2] =j@~+2+=°£ 38°L£«Ef£-2+t=0-
b-¥8-£="r-~2.+8+=8+=2) £=z0££ £+=NKU=8°- «=NVRNK
OE®-°2=-p=~a=z0"Cc=0®8§2 -2 +t=u8-=8-=2] £=h8§-¥="3@®=~
Na-28FHE2E£°E£+£28-¥=j-22f£+x2=«-C£28=°£2°8§f£ ~2=-pD°-«=0¢C
/\:2§2: §2: o = g a = .:u§°£ = § 2~¥£:«_¢£aa§_l¥:g
f" P --2£¢=-3%32=~= 8§2=-p=2] £=]8§+x2-°.=~0A0RFE£E52=°298S8§
~=—®§j2-°§~a=-p=«-=noa §ﬂ¥:2:£0£K

g8«=t°8¥ ] 2=£®~-Cxt=--=2 ] £=z«8+2 ~0Of£-=8C¢C£-282 . =-n0p
®8j23°£=-0=]8+£=-Pu=®°-puEtrt=~xt=~=pE£E8¥| 2=280o2f°K
0-¥£°=kfp«~a x=k-2£+=p0°-«=k-°2]|=t~2£+=2~20%=-1
H- ~CE£°+=pnp82382a=xf  £° =j-£~E£+=£8l 2] -8=+0=—8C«8R £="C+8+-8¥%+ 2 K

| 3 °=2£°% " BE~-2£+=¥8 £=¢C£2~82+t=-0=2,] £=0-"°21] - «8§-
Nz ~¥-a0%~2F£°=£ £-2=1%£30®®-"°2£¢-= =~=p”™"j] NMSS=£" £~
O-¥£°=KEfp«~a]l =~£=3%8+3~28 | - pgof°®+t=] 8§x=2]°££=02~-+¢
i £E=_32=?28-£C=c° £ §j? | =¥WR-LPTEAK

N

a £°2l=qgb-N£28¥| 20338 =@RELE~~32="°3 £°=«-CE?
_~« 8AafZHE=slo=0~: =] ~2+2°. « +t=Z«~22E£° 8L} EL] =~=1f
u°§2£:3®:~—|¢: 3§a¢§ﬂ¥:§—|12°312§__|iK

ogbogn



[p-a~°:m-p£°£¢:ca§¥,'12 0-¥£°:k£].1«~—|
T3°§-.+8§2.=+£° E£¢=~+=~=2°§Y¥YY¥YELE°=n-°=2)§r=2a§22ag=¢ga
°f£{E£-2=E 32="3§2f£=-2¢F=-£fu+t=j28§@®=-0=2!£=p3 2+t£L£OEL"°

R e i i
g = Al . —

- ——

=g T ——
P e o o il

e ™ S s L e e

«§38§~°=~C~¥£=CE£08§-§2£3 . =RE-HX=293@=]{ £ZECEHF

q, £=92~

A f++=.-3=20-2H] =@P-L£ 283 9% 2§ Y=2¢-£L°F32~£2{ £l =3-3a2.°¢4) £2 £ _ 3 °
§+x=~-"=£712°~j2=0°-«=~=«-22=8-22£°£+28-¥=®~®EL£°=u°8§22¢{
P2 f£«x=i~ | =pu8§t+=CcqfEGEo~aa= ¥ =20 2°382(fl=--~n =2 £=| §x2
nd@8¥,| 2=C=2 ] £=°-2£=®°-"8CE£¢= -=«-C£a8=~8°;°~n2K

q; £=i - 2 2j28--=-0=2p-=@®8--££°=08£2C¢Ct| =£2£j2°8j=n
g-°=-o28¥| 2="£]8§;]2£+£=0R°-®322+8J£=§+45-HL£EPK2FEL=LS
§-=:-£~°=NUUQ=2 | ~2=pn- -=~=NM=0O«=°~j£=~°-32¢=s822a~; .
- 22 L£«=Uu~2=23 ®E°8§-°=2-=824H=3223FE&=UBRFERLEEL£EXL 2 G*
£-¥8-£+] =u- " O=@32LFELEHE0VE 7 =28®=- £ §j2L£+t=p~+t=~ ~2¢-
B-°=~23 «g-+2=~=j £~23°.

| = =2 £=PM2 | =g3 -£=NVRTI ="-2-2f£2a=-eK=gK=gq~®28§-=-10=2]
CE|-°CEC=E£2E£;2°8=®-UE°EC=°"~C8-F7¢&22nREE S -0RIZHG=2
®FL ° « ~E¥22£2 = «-2 - ° JP~GHj== =~42838£ °£.°K =1 -0 2°=2j3~FP~02. fa.. { =211
Ef®E°8«E-2+tK=c3°2 | £°=C¢C£  £2- R« £f o2+ 852 21 £ o8F2¢=
g - «=2| £=¥°£~2=d£°«~=0®8- £ =M o-
~i 1 8E£ E£C=~=4+%3jjL£+203 BH¥P2EX%}

l i2- £°= NVRTK= p8§-j£= 2] 8§%= §j= nt
i --28§-3-3+a.=f"  _a’ £¢=pg§2! = -2 + =
a8§f2C+t=-0=-«-2-°t=~a¢= ~22¢£°§

g, "EE=-£~°%2= £f£o-°E£FxgLAWVWES B«

NVRQI =®} -2 -"-22~8j =2 £ |£2£0®) aa=gq
i~ -°~2.°8f£+K=a~°-2="1~®8§-I Y R ~=¢ =
mE~°x--=¢C£ £2-®E£¢C= 2] £= n§° =+ - ¥ - a2 ~38§
| ~®~ 3E£=-p0=j--  £°2§-¥=grsIu[Cle 0~ g
®-uEr=2- =73 =E £ O 2EREG S Gerald Pearson, Daryl Chapin c8°x”
21 £= £o008j §8£- - $38.«W?2 - ZENINB = K and Calvin Fuﬂér, inventors of

CE£Ej ~CE£+t=pg822= £=-£]£++~°.=2- photovoltaic technology, 1954 | i | - - @
g-°=2 ] £=®°-®32+£8§--a=-0=£28f£;j2°F ] =«-CET=~8°®FT~-£%



Col. Taplin launching electric “Radio Queen”
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Sunrise Il, 1975
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SUNSEEKER DUO

SOLAR FLIGHT Inc

Wing span 22 m
Empty weight 290 kg, Max. weight 470 kg
Stall speed 28 mph, VNE 100 mph

Glide ratio 1:38

Direct drive motor 15 kW, Solar power 5 kW
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Simply Overpowering

Now, I'm no great shakes as an engine expert, except when
a 5c.c. effort whizzes past my ear, then there’s no greater
shaker in the business. What I mean is that when I discourse
on the ironmongery side of the business I have to tread
cautiously—no use leading with my Chinn out.

Well, it seems to my untutored eye that a 1 c.c. engine
packs more than enough concentrated wallop to keep any
prop-flicking hobbyist in raptures of delight. Neither is it
lacking in the other shining virtues. The noise output is
. sufficient to keep those

anti-social types who
have the impudence to
live on the [ringes of
our airfields in a state
of apoplectic fury. Oil
discharge is well up-to
expected standards ;
model and modeller
being reduced to a
soggy reeking mass in a
mgﬁyerofmhgutes. And,
as far as starting capabilities are concerned, they can, if
treated rightly, take every bit as long as their bigger finger
chewing brethren. I know a few innocent manufacturers
produce some one-flick wonder units, and the unsuspecting
hobbyist might easily find himself palmed off with one of
these, But, happily, there are ways and means of rendering
them reasonably futile. A 4 in. X 4 in. prop, the home made
tank and a drop or two of the club wizard’s super brew are
all well tried and successful remedies for the start-happy engine.

Zip, noise, mess and hours of joyful flicking. What more
could you ask? Well, a jolly sight more if recent  Letters to
the Editor”’ are anything to go by, The general clamour is
for the monster variety of balsa shatterer, or, should I say,
bench vibrator. But I am unjust in hinting that such engines
lead a completely bench bound existence, for one correspondent
tells us that he intends fitting his pet monster in a scale steam-
roller—possibly a half size effort,

Don’t get the idea that
monster engines are any new
thing. Back in the days
when every modeller was a
colonel and every model a
steamroller (or, that’s what
they looked like), 30-50 c.c.
efforts were all the rage.
However, the masses of iron-
mongery concealed only a
fraction of the power of a
modern 10 c.c. unit, and we
can take this as the reason
why the colonels survived
until quite recently. We hear of them no longer, and we can
only assume that they were tempted to put the new monster
units in model planes. What horrible fate befell them on their
lonely grouse moors we shall never know.

* * *

Undisputably, the model engine is a fascinating toy—a
thing of beauty to the boy forever. Even veteran modellers
get an uncontrollable itch in the old prop finger at the mere
sight of a provocative little dicsel, though judging by the
chopped-up state of that much abused digit, they are old and

80

wise enough to know better. As for the yet undamaged
beginner, it inspires him with mechanical inspiration—how to
get his piggy bank open for the first down instalment. Some-
times he is so carried away by the wonder of his new finny
friend that he goes out and buys a dinky little kit to keep it
company. It may also happen that he is one of those rare
creatures who will actually build it. Of what occurs after that
I have no personal knowledge. I can only refer you to the
glowing testimonials in the adverts.

Apparently, the pet engine and kit are taken to the nearest
airfield, the tank filled up, and the model launched into the
clouds on its first and last glorious flight, The stopwatch
clicks off at about 2 hr. 30 min., and the model-less beginner
trots happily homeward, aglow with pride and achievement,

Now, what he does next is a matter for speculation. Does
he first sit down to write that glorious tribute to the kit manu-
facturer, or does he get cracking on the piggy bank ?

* * *

A Cutting Reply -

I see that this enterprising magazine is offering a set of
balsa knives to the sender of the funniest and most controversial
letter. Well, I, in my own humble way, have been bashing
away at this funny and controversial stuff from the days when
balsa knives had flint heads, but, so far, all I’'ve been offered
by way of reward is the business end of a building board and
an extra-hard block of balsa. No one has yet come across with
a set of balsa knives. But just you wait until they see my
competition entry—all about the history of my vintage razor
blade, and what a splendid model knife it makes after all these

Cars.
Y * ® *

Top of the Pops

In these model glutted days even the poetically minded
bloke has a job to find a name for his latest three-evening
effort. After that first proving flight inspiration might not be
so lacking, though the apt title might not meet with the
approval of the local Watch Committee. If, on the other
hand, the model looks like surviving into the next club report
(well, a year’s not long if you look after it carefully) a spot
of moniker meditation is the order of the day.

Anyway, one bright spark seems to have got over the brain
racking problem by naming
his model after popular
songs. This method, though,
relies too much on topical
flavour to be of much use
with the average P.R.O.
The time your *“ Rocking
Thro’ The Rye” gets into
print it's as out of date as
* Nellie Dean.”

Still, the idea has possi-
bilities, particularly for the
pop fiend who happens to
be the club P.R.O. If some
characters can squeeze
cameras into their models there should be room for one of
those small L.P. discs. This should make the Sunday flying
session more sociable. You wouldn’t have half the club
dashing off early to listen to ““ Family Favourites.”

* * *

A Shock for Modellers

I haven't been to Chobham for quite some time. Perhaps
I now feel that life is to be enjoyed. Even so, I was surprised
to learn that its natural, unspoiled charm has been added to
by a cradle of high tension wires.

Usually this form of rural decor is reserved for famous beauty
spots, and we can take its appearance on the Chobham desert
to be a sort of backhanded compliment. If the electricity
people place higher value on spoiling our fun than ruini
some glorious stretch of countryside, aeromodelling can ind
feel itself exceptionally honoured. ‘
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John Andrews — Random Ramblings

I'm sifting here looking af a blank computer screen wondering what
pearls of wisdom may flow, hence the title. | have done absolutely nothing
aeromodelling wise since Peterborough Flying Aces, apart from my last
article, so random ramblings it will have lto be, rather than my usual
unstructured drivel.

One thing comes to mind, | recently made contact with another of my
30's - 80's aeromodelling mates Ray Archer. Ray was with us in our control
line heydays and early radio, single channel through to mulli. He got waylaid
along the way and had a foray into the early days of drag racing. He built a
couple of dragsters using an old straight six 3.5 Jaguar engine. [ was
peripheral to his activities but we had some fun, until the big boys and big
money moved in. We went from straight petrol power through methanol and
eventually finished up with three 2-inch SU carburettors on a Wade blower,
swallowing methanol fike it was going out of fashion. The dragster didn't do
any betfer times but the terminal velocity improved and with the six open pipes
facing skyward emifting white exhaust vapour it was spectacular for its day.
The expression ‘Going like a train' was most apt, as the exhaust shof up to
about 107t and hovered there, in a long line, as the car went down the strip. |
remember one practice day at Santa Pod, [ shot off down the drag strip in the
straight six Ford push-car behind Ray and overtook the Street Car racing in
the other lane. What made it worse for the driver of the other car was my two
kids waving at him out of the Fords window, not good for the guys ego fo be
beaten by a push car that gave him 20 yards start to bool. Happy days.

It didn't take long to get a good digression going did it? [ never really
got started on any vintage aeromodelling subject did I?

Hey! Ho!l, back to the digression, contact between Ray and myself had
degenerated to Christmas Card between wives level for a number of years,
then, out of the blue, earlier this year we gel a card from Ray. He announced
that he had finally achieved escape velocity at work and that the Archers were
emigrating to Wales, Neath to be precise. Fortuitously this card came a few
weeks before the wife and | were off o Tenby for a few days to revisit the two
golf courses there, so we arranged a visit to the Archers on our retumn journey
from Tenby.

Last I'd heard Ray was into electric radio control, when he fook me into
his new workshop, Oh-boy! was he into eleciric? He had some enormous
models, semi scale jobs 10 or 12 foof wingspan, a B23 and a Spitfire. He also
had a huge flying wing, if you are on the web then look at
web.ukonline.co.uk/ray.archer/, he has a web site with pictures.

Since our reunion we have exchanged a few e-mails, more on his part
than mine | must confess, the results however may prove of some interest to
a few of you Sam1066ers and cerfainly a diversion from my usual rubbish.
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Ray Archer and the B25

I sent Ray a few pictures of my own models and as he always had a bent for
whimsical cartoons, he soon replied with the following amendments.

Struggling to find
good Tanll rubber?

Why not try our
TurboToo altemative.
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Baron Von Andrews strike a fearful
pose before he goes to decimate
more - 'Enganders’

Here is Ray's version of my best open rubber job 0-3

| think Ray felt a little more wing area was required, hence the proposed
conversion. Spelling does not appear to be his strong point though, unless
I'm missing something.

A little while before Wallop | was at one of the hanger meetings at
Davids and the conversation must have got round to float planes, next thing |
know I'm going home with a vintage float plane ex lan McDonald minus a tail
plane. After a fruitless search for the name of the model in order to make
some tail feathers, | decided to build a tail plane in the manner of the wing and
to hell with authenticily. | was not sure whether | could claim to be the builder
of the model, after all | had constructed a flying surface and just filted a rather
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large prop assembly, with fuselage and wing attached, on the front. Whither
the B.O.M. rule.

Ex lan McDonald Float Plane (lts my tail plane)

I made up a short motor from 14 strands of 14, it seemed a bit powerful
for the single bladed prop but | figured R.O.W. would need if, having
witnessed a few attempts by others. | had made a set of blue foam floats for
my old Senator a couple of years back and tried it off water at Peterborough
but no joy. | was using 12 strands of }4 in that, but if was old and heavy. [t
flew OK but not off water.

I took the Float Plane down to my local trimming site and, with a few
hand tumms and a small piece of packing. the model did a couple of turns up
to 20 fi. and glided down a freat. | was ready for Wallop and Peterborough
but sadly no pond at either venue. I've just got it down off the workshop wall
to take the photo.

I seemn to be collecting other peoples models at the moment, | have a
Gipsy, a Jaguar and am expecting a Korda shorfly. | will use these models
for pleasure flying with an 80 gm mofor from 16 strands of }4 Tan Sport. The
idea is that [ will get a nice short burst of power on half tums and not have fo
run too far. | will have to be careful not to wind them up too much or I'll be
into the aerobatic looping like | got with the same sort of set up in my own
Gipsy at the Nationals a couple of years back.

obgbogoubogbogod
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GOOD NEWS  Control-line enthusiasts will be
FOR C/L FANS pleased to learn that through
' the efforts of the S.M.A.E.
P.R.O.,, Mr. K. J. A. Brookes, arrangements have
been made for the Festival of Britain National
Model Flying Championships to be held at the
Empire Stadium, Wembley on Saturday, July 21st,
195 '

generously offered to donate no less that eleven
trophies for the speed, stunt and team race events
which are to be held. Spectators will be admitted
to the Stadium from 1 p.m. until 6 p.m., the charge
for such admission being 2s. 6d. for adults and 1s. 6d.

for children. Competitors will have the use of the -

flying arena, workshops, etc., from 8 a.m. until
6 p.m. )

This meeting will afford a grand opportunity for
attracting attention to the model flying movement.
We feel sure that every effort will be made by the
S.M.A.E. and its affiliated clubs to ensure that it is
an outstanding success.

S.M.A.E. E.C. The Emergency General Meeting
MEETING of the S.M.A.E. which was held

on the January 7th, 1951, proved
to be a very quiet affair, the proceedings being
conducted in a far more harmonious manner than
one usually expects at such meetings.

The decisions taken are reported in the S.M.A.E.
News pages in this issue, but we should like to place
on record—especially in view of the hard words
we had to say last month about a certain London
Club—that if it had not been for the members of
this particular club, the meeting would have been
a farce, as apart from them and the members of the
Council there were only one or two other club

representatives present. Even those who at the

Annual General Meeting requested the calling of the
E.G.M. failed to.put in an appearance.

PITY THE We can never understand why
OFFICERS at the Annual General Meetings

of the S.M.A.E. the Officers of
the Society are made to sit in solitary aloofness at
the top table, where they become the target for all
those who have grievances, justified or otherwise,
to air.

I
The publishers of The People newspaper have very

. But we never succeeded in getting the doped tissue

After all, these officials are only responsible for
carrying out the Council’s decisions, and, as they are
outnumbered in the Council by the Area Delegates,
they are not solely responsible for these decisions.
Might it not be a good idea if at future Annual
General Meetings the top table was occupied by the
whole of the Council Members ?

COLLISION We heard of a remarkable
coincidence which happened on
the occasion of the Bill White

Cup Contest at Fairlop in January, One model
on its first flight was well and truly “treed” on
landing about a mile or so from the take-off spot.
Luckily, the damage was only superficial. On the
next flight, and from a different launching point,
the same model hit the same tree, almost to the
identical branch and twig! Unfortunately this
time the damage was more extensive and the third
flight was not taken. Otherwise we have no doubt
it would have found the same resting place !

This brings to mind other queer ‘accidents.”
Models colliding in flight are a comparatively
rareity, The first occasion we can remember
witnessing such an event was at Heston aerodrome
some years ago, in the morning before the Bowden
contest, A large power medel, flown by G. W. W.
Harris, we believe, collided with Bill Dean’s Jomby.
The smaller model came off much the best. There
was also another mid-air collision at the 1950
Wakefield in Finland. Small wonder, in fact, that
there were not more with many models landing
right back on the take-off boards after three minute
flights ! |

Another category of *“ accidents ” is that of models
being set alight with their own dethermaliser fuses !
We have tried deliberately on many occasions to
set a doped wing alight with a lighted fuse. (Yes,
it was an old model. This was scientific research !)

to do other than smoulder for a second or so and
then go out, with just a patch burnt out of the
covering.

Yet there have been models burnt up in this way.
We recall three such incidents on one day. Our
theory is that it is all a matter of temperature and
humidity. On a hot day, and at a certain humidity
figure, tissue is combustible in this manner. Then it
happens ! Fortunately there seem to be only a.few
such days during a year.
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The classic example of all “ aircraft fires ** however,
is undoubtedly the time when a large rubber model
with an underslung parachute dethermaliser fuse
crashed on take off and the fuselage promptly folded
up around the fuse ! In a matter of seconds the whole
model was a flaming ruin !

CAPACITY

The most convenient way of
AND POWER

classifying miniature aero-motors
is undoubtedly by size, or capa-
city. In the old days, too, capacity was a pretty good
criterion for power. Performance followed the
general rule that the larger the motor the greater
the power, pro rata. Nowadays this simple rule no
longer holds good for with improvements in motor
design some racing 5 c.c. motors may develop more
power than a 10 c.c. sports motor. Yet modellers
still refer to designs as being suitable for a certain
size of motor.

What is needed is some new reference—a power
rating, if you like—still referred to capacity but
taking into account the basic design features. It is
well known, for example, that different types of port-
ing give different speeds. The sideport motor is
inherently the slowest, crankshaft rotary porting
next and the disc rotor the fastest system. It appears,
also, that the more powerful motors (for any given
size) have a low borefstroke ratio.

We wonder, therefore, if a simple formula for
Jpower rating could not be evolved by multiplying
capacity with a factor derived from the bore/stroke
ratio of the motor concerned. Better still, since
capacity, or, strictly speaking, displacement, is itself
derived from the bore and stroke, perhaps power
rating may be expressed directly in terms of bore
and stroke.

Perhaps our more technically minded readers
may like to give the question some thought. We
should be interested to hear their views,

ADVERSE

The following extract from a
PUBLICITY

recent edition of the Sear-
borough Evening News is a typical
example of the type of publicity which the model
aircraft movement can well do without.

“ Third-party risk and model plane. The
Sunday morning air up Sandybed way yesterday
was disturbed by the drone of a low-flying plane.
Schoolboys and men in the gardens of nearby
houses watched as it skimmed over the Lisvane
School playing field about 6o ft. up,

“ Suddenly it stalled, its nose whipped down in
a power dive, and it crashed through the roof of
a Sandybed prefab. . . . But no one was hurt,
It was only a model plane, powered by a petrol
engine, belonging to one of the Lisvane schoolboys.

* The wings stayed on the roof, but the engine
came ofl its mountings and went through the
asbestos—or whatever prefab roofs are made of.
The boy had to climb on the roof and put his
hand through the hole to retrieve it.

MODEL AIRCRAFT

*“ The corporation tenant got busy with roofing
felt to keep out the rain. He was told by the self-
possessed plane owner, with all the aplomb of a
car-driver who has just scratched the paint of
another vehicle : .

“*Don’t worry about the damage. My in-
surance will cover the cost of the repairs all right.”

We recently drew attention to the importance of
model flyers who are involved in accidents not
admitting any liability or stating that they are
insured against third party claims. If reported
correctly, the remark made by the modeller and
quoted at the end of the above report was, to say
the least, very stupid.

TEAM RACE Having now had the opportunity
ORGANISATION of secing a number of team races,

we entirely agree with those who
feel that this new development will give control-line
flying a welcome boost and provide an attractive
feature for the spectators who attend the large
rallies. It is the last aspect in which we are most
interested as it scems to us that up to the present
no real attempt has been made to ““stage ”” a team
race for the benefit of the spectators.

We would suggest that at any well organised team
race event a large lap scoring board should be
provided to show the positions of the teams at the
end of each heat, and to give details of the entries.
An intelligent commentary should also be given
over the public address system, and, whilst we do not
wish to become advocates of fancy dress for model
flyers, we do feel that the members of the competing
teams might wear different coloured arm bands or
some other reasonable form of identification.

It will be a great pity if this type of event which
offers so much scope for providing an interesting and
exciting attraction at the large model flying meetings
is allowed to get into a rut and lose its appeal for the
want of a little imaginative presentation,

L

\

The splendid trophy which has been presented to the Royal

Air Force Model Aircraft Association by Dr. A, P. Thurston.

It will be competed for annually at the R.A.F. Championships
and is for models built to the Wakefield Trophy formulae

1n7
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HEARD AT THE HANGAR

The Sharks Teeth fly again

Solid modellers will be interested in the Sabres
of 112 Squadron, based at R.A.F. Bruggen, as
shown in our heading picture. Story behind this
distinctive marking is that, when the 2nd Tactical
Air Force in Germany decided to adopt distinctive
markings for its fighter squadrons similar to those
used by home defence units since the early twenties,
one squadron made a special request. For traditional
reasons 112 Squadron wanted to decorate its air-
craft with sharks teeth as painted on its Tomahawks
and Kittyhawks in the Western Desert during the
second world war.

The Air Ministry rule is that fighter squadron
markings should broadly comform to geometric
patterns e.g. squares, triangles, rectangles etc., but
gave approval in this instance with the result that
112 Squadron Sabres now have a wicked look on
their faces.

Famous Biplanes

Whilst on the subject of solid modelling it would
seem that our new series on the construction of
1/48th scale biplanes has been well received by
scale enthusiasts, to judge by letters that followed
publication of the Curtiss SBC-4 Helldiver in the
February issue. These articles will be appearing
bi-monthly and in the April issue we shall be
featuring the Fairey Fantome, probably one of the
most attractive biplanes ever designed. We invite
suggestions for future subjects in this series and
remind readers that 1/48th scale drawings are
available of all the aircraft which have appeared to
1/72nd scale in our “Aeroplanes in QOutline” and
““Aircraft Described” features.

Russian records

Recent F.A.IL. news gives details of new records
recognised by the International body. One of these
carries the distinction of absolute World Record,

" the Russian Ivan Ivanikov setting up a speed of
275 k/hr. (170.8 m.p.h.) in the jet section of Control
Line Speed. The highest speed recorded in Great
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Britain is that set by R. Davenport on
the 11th July, 1954, with a figure of
152.17 m.p.h. using a 10 c.c. engine, so
it is obvious we have a long way to go to
catch our Russian comtemporaries.

Another Russian, Petr Velitchkovski,
Just exceeded the requisite 2% increase
to push Frank Bethwaite’s (N.Z.) radio
control duration record into the back-
ground, the new time for Record No. 20
being 3 hr. 6 min. 38 secs.

One further record for publication
(in addition to that for Record No. 27
mentioned in our columns last month)
is No. 22, height-above-the-piont-of-
departure for radio controlled models,
the successful applicant being the well-
known Jean-Pierre Gobeaux of Belgium
whose flight of 1142 metres made on the
15th August, 1955 has been officially
recognised.

For those British modellers who may be interested
in International Record attempts, the following
categories are entirely open, no claim having been
made to date:—

No. 11 Height—Rubber driven Helicopter

No. 12 Speed— .

No. 13 Duration—Power dnven Hehwpter
No. 14 Distance— ,, - o

No. 15 Height— 2 = -

No. 16 Speed— o

No. 21 Dlstance*Radlo controlled aeroplane

No. 25 Distance—Radio controlled Glider
No. 26 Height— i A »

Sid Allen Memorial Fund

A number of further donations have been received
towards the above Fund following publication of
the list and appeal in our January issue. At the
time of going to press the position was as follows:—
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West Essex Aeromodellers ...
M. Coxhill

J. Martin 5 s
M. Willaret (Spam)

Pacific R/C Society (L S X )
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M. L. A. Andrews ...
Regems Pa:k AMLF.C
“Rebels’ M.A.C. \Ialdenhead
Bushey Park M.F.C.
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S.M.A.E. fund appeal

The following letter received from the S.M.A.E.
speaks for itself, and we trust that our readers will
respond generously in their support of this very
vital appeal.

“As a result of the magnificent performance of our
team in the 1955 World Championships held at
Weisbaden which resulted in Great Britain winning
both the individual and team World Championships
for power-driven models, the S.M.A.E. has the
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honour to run these two World Championships in
this country in 1956.

“The date August 4th to August 6th has been
fixed on the F.A.I. Calendar for this event which
will be run at Cranfield, and the Society is looking
Sforward to the opportunity of welcoming a record
entry for this event and repaying in some measure
the welcome which has been extended to our teams
when they have travelled abroad in recent vyears.

“Based on previous experience the running of this
contest will involve the Society in an expenditure in
the neighbourhood of £1,000, which is considerably
beyond the normal resources of the Society and it
becomes necessary to appeal to all interested in the
sport and development of aeromodelling for help in
raising the requived funds. All avenues for raising
money should be exploited by clubs and individuals
without delay.

‘Let us show the rest of the world that we are notr
behind in organising ability and that we can at least
match their hospitality.

“Subscriptions to the contest fund should be
addressed to the Secretary of the S.M.A.E., London-
derry House, 19 Park Lane, London, W.1.”

A. F. HouLBERG
Chairman.

Likes and Dislikes

Following the paragraph in our December 1955
issue entitled “What did you like best” we received
a number of cards from readers, some as far distant
as the U.S.A. Dislikes include control line plans,
this, expressed by a free-flight enthusiast; contest
reports, this by a scale enthusiast. In short, many
of our critics tended to allow personal tastes to bias
their choice of magazine content, which is not
altogether suprising.

In general, contest fans were more outspoken
with their criticisms than the rest, one of their main
points being a dislike of results which only give
the top three places. This we have done to econo-
mise on space on the assumption that detailed
results were obtainable from the S.M.A.E. lists
circulated to all clubs. We can only assume that
the inevitable bottleneck of Club Secretaries who
“stick” to results is sabotaging information, and
will endevour in the coming season to give results
down to the first 12 places. To give full results is
impossible, shades of last season’s K. & M.A.A.
with 254 entries! We were also taken to task for
giving several small photos in contest reports in-
stead of fewer pictures of a larger size, but with
more discernable detail, which is a point worthy of
consideration. Same correspondent states we give
too much space to overseas modelling at the expense
of coverage of British modelling. Answer here is
that overseas sales of ‘AEROMODELLER’ represent
one-fifth of the total readership and we certainly
do not devote this proportion of space to overseas
coverage. In addition we are certain that the majority
of our readers are keenly interested in the activities
of modellers in other lands, and shall continue to
provide topical and informative “World News”.

Another popular misconception quoted on

125

mﬁ%]lﬂﬂlﬂﬁ[ﬂ

several postcards was in the following vein:
‘ ‘AEROMODELLER’ is a model magazine. Why do you
devote space to full size aircraft? This can be
obtained from the many full size magazines.” All
we can say to this is “Pity the poor solids enthusiast
for whom these features are prepared. Isn’t he
entitled to his pound of flesh? And why should he
have to buy another magazine when it is our job
to cater for his needs in a specialised form that
cannot be obtained from other journals.

Yet another criticism was the “good old days”
chestnut, i.e. “Look back over the postwar “AERO-~
MODELLERS’ and notice how the magazine gets less
and less interesting”, etc., etc. Well we do look
back through our files very frequently, at some
things we glow with pride and at others blush with:
shame, but on a general basis know that the standard
of the magazine has improved tremendously since
the “good old days”, as indeed it should.

On the “likes” side of our postcards we were
complimented even by the contest boys, on the
standard of our plans. Scale plans earned special
mention, although one correspondent thought our
drawing of the P.1 “a little imaginative”, He was
right at that, but even now there is a severe shortage
of information on this particular aeroplane. Free
flight scale features were appreciated by many, and
our technical, as distinct from theoretical articles,
earned praise.

In general the average reader is well satisfied
with the modelling material we provide and “mix-
ture as before” sums up his requirements.

One thing is certain, that we cannot do this
without the support of our readers. Only by their
letter, complimentary and otherwise, can we
accurately gauge a balanced editorial content. For
this reason we are giving a free 6/- voucher to all
those people who were interested enough to send
in a postcard. The prize of one year’s Free Sub-
scription for the best postcard submitted goes to
reader M. W. Wilson of Guildford who showed
appreciation of the “other fellow’s” requirements;
was the only man to point out our P.1 mistake; and
made sensible suggestions for future articles.

Tuarbulent Prices

The Popular Flying Association informs us that
the price of £6 per set of working drawings for the
light French aircraft, the “Turbulent”, is incorrect
—though we were quite in order as the lower price
was that quoted a short while ago. We understand
that later versions, accompanied by a full translation
of all instructions and remarks on the drawings, are
now priced at 9 gns., which includes one year’s
annual subscription (£1 1s. 0d.) to the Association.

Sorry we are late!

Owing to the recent printing dispute this issue of

AEROMODELLER is necessarily a few days late.
We ask readers’ indulgence in this respect and hope
to resume normal publication with the April number
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AEROMODELLING TYPES.—
““ The Rubber Model Beginner ™.
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B.H.P.: As mentioned, a rather unusuval performance was
evident at the lower speed range. At 4,000 r.p.m. the output L. H. SPAREY
was as high as -080 b.h.p., which rose steadily to 2 maximum
of -1034 bh.p. at 11,700 r.p.m. Although dropping rapidly,
a pawer of -087 b.h.p. was obtained at about 13,000 r.p.m.
The engine may be considered to be performing excellently at
any speeds between about 9 to 12,000 r.p.m.—a wide range
of variation,
Checked Weight : 3-25 ozs. (without fuel tank),
Power/Weight Ratlo : 510 b.h.p./ib.

Remarks : This engine seoms satisfactory from all points
of view, The hardened cylinder and liner, the hardened and
ground crankshaft, and the long main bearing, should make
for long wear. Engine controls are particularly well placed
for convenient handling.

Geoneral Consirnciional Daia

Name: Reeves H.18.

Manufacturers : Reeves Model Power Units, Victoria Koad,
Shifnal, Shropshire.

Retall Price : 82s. 6d., including purchase tax.

Spares ; Full spares and repair servics by return of post. Main Bearing : Phu:
T,p‘ : &mmm ignit.ion. Induction : Rotﬂ.l'y disc valve,

Capacity : 1-77 c.c., 1102 cu. ins.
Weight : 3 ozs. bare.

ﬂaawow.&aa

De““l']’ : Immediate. Cranksnaft : Case-hardened stesl, ground and hde.

Specified Fuel: Equal parts paraffin, oil and ether, or Contra Piston: Case-hardened steel, ground and lapped.
Mercury No. 3. Special Features: Extra long crankshaft bearing giving
engine longer life. Anti-vibration carburettor ncedle.
run in any position without any alteration to engine.

will

Compresslon Ratio: Adjustable. o
Mounting: Beam, upright or : i
inverted. i
Recommended Alrscrew: 8x - s !
6in or 88 in. for control line, ' 1© "AEEVES W18
9 X 4 in, for free flight. _ Ds cc
Bore : -510 ins. i
kes 500 ins. i Q% DIE SEIL s

Cylinder Liner: Case-hardened | BHP
steel, ground honed and lapped. |-

Cylinder : Aluminium alloy cast-
ing, one piece with crankcase and
integral fins, two exhaust ports °

and one transfer duct. L o7

Cylinder Head: Plain aluminium ;
alloy with three retaining screws. i

e _..?.._._.__-,., S T Sr——

Crankcase : Aluminium alloy --'_-m],___ I S
casting, R

Piston: Flat topped, case-hard-
ened steel, ground and lapped,

1

i Lt
L

Connecting Rod: Case-hardened | * .
steel, ground and lapped. e
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RAF Pilot wins King's Cup Air Race - 25 Oct 2025

'm

An RAF pilot has won one of Air Racing[s most prestigious sporting events, The King(s Cup, with a
light aircraft he built in his garage. With the win Squadron Leader Ben Polwin from RAF Coningsby
also clinched the 2025 British Air Racing Championship, bringing the award to the RAF after a
drought of 37 years.

Ben, who has just joined the Battle of Britain Memorial Flight, said:

| thought | couldn t top winning the Schneider dphy last year but The King s Cup does feel
particularly special. | m particularly proud to have built the aircraft myself and it s also special to have
direct links to the aircraft on BBMF which | will be privileged to fly next year.

In 2018 Ben started building the Vans RV-7 aircraft at his home in Lincolnshire, and after five years
he started racing it with his wife Sophie, a British Airways pilot, and Royal Canadian Air Force
veteran. In 2024 they won the Schneider Trophy, came second in The King[s Cup and were runners-
up for the Championship.

Committing to the 2025 season and representing the RAF, they won the 2025 King[s Cup by just
one second and clinched the 2025 British Air Racing Championship in the process. Ben is the first
known service member to win the King[s Cup since 1988.



(OIS

Talking about the win, Ben said:

It s been challenging and hugely developmental as a pilot. The immense concentration for hyper
accurate flying over 40 minutes or so to then see all your rivals in the final corner where possible
victory awaits is a feeling hard to describe. | think the reason why it has been so developmental for
me is that it is such a different discipline to what | have done before. It would be disingenuous to
suggest that a 22 year fast jet career in the RAF has had no advantages but it has required me to
pull together some individual skills | have picked up over the years and put them together in a very
different way.

Ben joined the RAF in 2003 and flew the Tornado GR4 before becoming an instructor at Valley,
operating the Hawk. He flew F-18s with the US Navy during an exchange programme before
transferring to Typhoon, completing frontline tours in Afghanistan and Libya, and QRA missions in
the UK. Merging his career with his sporting hobby has been eye opening for Ben, talking about how
his history as a frontline pilot has impacted his success, he said:

Protecting yourself against pushing safety for the sake of competition I think is something | wouldn t
have been able to do a few years ago, even now it takes a very conscious effort not to let the
competition environment erode my safety barriers. This is everything from weather decisions in the
transit to a race, to the situations you put yourself in during the race with multiple aircraft in a turn.

The British Air Racing Championship sees pilots compete in ten races over five months of the
summer, within the season amongst the other races will be the Schneider Trophy and the King[s
Cup. Competitors come from all over the country and the venues can also be anywhere, this year
was Sherburn-in-Elmet, Leicester, Fishburn, Enniskillen (Northern Ireland) and Wellesbourne. Air
racing is a recognised sport within the services, sitting under the Sport Aircraft Association, though
Ben formally competed under the RAF Sport banner, his entry was entirely self-funded.

As you will see, we are the fastest aircraft so we start at the back and have to overtake everyone,
some aircraft we have to overtake multiple times as we are several laps behind before we even take
off!

Each event is a handicapped pursuit race, which involves all competitors being on the course at the
same time, typically anywhere between 8 and 15 aircraft in total. The fastest aircraft are released
last, planned so that if every team flew perfectly, everyone would cross the finish line at the same
time.

About The King s Cup

The Kingls Cup Air Race was established in 1922 by King George V as an incentive to the
development of light aircraft and engine design. The race has been run every year since with the
exception of WWII, Covid and occasionally bad weather. Along with the revived Schneider Trophy,
The King[s Cup is one of the most sought-after prizes in the air racing season, hosted by the Royal
Aero Club Records Racing and Rally Association.

In 1950, World War Il RAF fighter pilot and equerry to King George VI Group Captain Peter
Townsend famously flew Hurricane PZ865 into second place at The Kingls Cup. Gp Capt Alan
Wheeler raced Spitfire AB910 in the 1953 King(s Cup but the aircraft was damaged in a heavy
landing during the event. Both aircraft are still flying with the BBMF.

Crew:

Pilot - Sgn Ldr Ben Polwin JRAF Pilot (Tornado GR4, Hawk QFI and 2015 display, F/A-18, Typhoon
and newest arrival on BBMF).

Navigator [ Sophie Polwin [0 Veteran RCAF pilot (T-6 Texan Il QFI, A310 tanker) and now British

Airways 787 Senior First Officer.
O 0001 000 0L
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Powering a Display Model
I recently purchased an Allen D35
Skystreak, which is normally a display
model, with the express purpose of
making it fly on a line. To accomplish

HEAT B INSERT PLASTIC
HOOK IN TAIL

BUSHING OR
WASHER

CO,

this, I had to make the top rear of the
fuselage removable so that I could
easily insert a CO: cartridge for power.
The retaining wall consisted of foam
rubber, cemented to a balsa former
shaped to the inside of the fuselage.
Wire loops, one fastened to the rudder
and one fastened to a string above the
leading edge of the wing, enable the
model] to fly a prescribed course on the
wire line. — HARRY GABLER, Weir-
ton, West Virginia,
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Hangar 1, on the left, has been sold, while Hangar 2 is home to a film and production studio

A former home of the UK'’s airship industry has been sold for 10.5m.
Hangar 1, a Grade ll-listed building at Cardington airfield in Bedfordshire, once housed the world’s
longest aircraft Airlander 10.
The building, which is leased to filmmakers Warner Bros, and surrounding land was bought by
Gallagher Developments. Both companies have declined to comment.
Supporters of the building are hopeful it could mean the return of airships.
The purchase is revealed on Land Registry documents, but the buyer has given no indication of what
the future could hold for the building, also known as a shed.
It was previously owned by developer Fosbern and millions of pounds has been spent restoring the
shed in recent years.
Alastair Lawson, vice chairman of the Airship Heritage Trust, said: "Personally speaking | would have
liked the shed to still be available for airships and lighter than air activities, and its historical
significance appreciated with a visitors/education centre/library, with perhaps tours made available
to the general public.”

Image sourcésetty Images

Hangar 1 housed Airlander 10 which carried out its first test flight from the building in August 2016
The building of Hangar 1 at Cardington began in 1916 and it opened the following year.
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It used to house the R101 aircraft which crashed on its first long-distance flight in 1930 after taking
off from Cardington.

Trevor Monk, who grew up in Cardington and is a supporter of the sheds, said: "I always think one
day airships and balloons will come back to Cardington and | just hope that as Warner Brothers
haven't purchased the building, the possibility of their return is alive still.”

A spokesman for Gallagher Developments said: "It is not our policy to comment publicly on our
business plans."

Plans have previously been submitted to Bedford Borough Council to build about 600 houses on
land to the rear of the sheds.

Neighbouring Hangar 2 is home to Cardington Studios, a film and TV production studio.

It was used to film the Batman trilogy starring Christian Bale, as well as other movies including
Inception and Pan.

Image sourcés;etty Images
Hangar 1 also used to house the R101 aircraft which crashed on its first long-distance flight in 1930
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A typical meeting of tlperiod. - The doors would never close completely.
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These pictures give you some idea of the size of the place
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Laurie Barr winner John Andrews also ran
Cambell Dudley Barfoot
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