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Second Sight
The Maestrohimself was aboutto fly,and a small and excited crowdhastilygatheredabout him.Three maintypes
predominated as usual the,Junior Club type.mute and pop-eyed in awe and admiration,the LesserClub type,
exchanging the timid, knowledgeablewhisper,and the GreaterClubtype, seeking reflectedglory in gusts of chummy
badinage.
Six stopwatches(oneofficial, five auxiliary) clicked into simultaneous action as the Maestro�smodelcorkscrewedit�sway
heavenwards. But visibilitythatday waspoor,and we,theLesser Clubtypes, were soonblinking hopelessly into the
obscuring mists, while the cheerful andconfident tickingof the six slop watches mockingly proclaimed ourvisual
inferiority.
Thisratherannoyed me at first, then Irememberedsomething I hadrecently read onthevagariesof timekeeping: that
the ability to keepa model insightvaried fromindividualto individualwhichI now taketo mean the importance or
otherwiseofthe individual being timed.
WhenI innocentlyasked members of the CroydonClub iftheycouldtell �Which Twin has theTowline?" so loud were
theirgroans that Ialmost curled up.

One writerin this journal suggests the use uf a small pudding basin as an engine cowl. Sounds like a bitof*duff* gen to
me.

How to Watch.  Free Flight
Of the non-active club members many non-activities, that of Free Flight Fancier is undoubtedly the most difficult and the
least rewarding. The chief hazard lies in the dread possibility of being called upon to lend a hand: a crashing bore, at the
best of times, even when, as in radio and team race events, the presence of a large and appreciative gallery gives
opportunity for acting in the grand expert-to-the-rescue manner. But when, the audience factor is limited to a couple of
grubby little urchins and a mongrel dog, the very idea of removing one’s hands from one’s comfortable pocketsis,to say
the least, positively revolting. Unfortunately, the free flight fanatic is a desperatecharacter; ever shorthanded he keeps a
wild and wicked eye constantly peeled for any likely source of assistance. To avoid the menace of this malignant optic,
demands of the free flight watcher a high degree of cunning elusiveness. One quite successful device is to always appear
to be on the point of imminent departure, while another subtle ruse is to maintain a firm grip on a stopwatch and to proceed
to gaze earnestly upwards whenever danger threatens.
In free flight there are three types of model to lookout for: glider, rubber and power, particularly the latter. Let us take
glidersfirst. Enthusiastsfor this type of model, you will notice, differ from their oilier free flight brethren in that they always
hope and pray for a strong wind: a meteorologicalphenomenon necessary for avoiding the athletic feat of running the
length of the aerodrome backwards. Also you may notice that the art of winning the average glider comp. Iies in the ability
or means of transporting a Brabazon-size model to the flying field.
Next we come to rubber models, and in doing so I will add a special warning. Never, under any circumstances, be beguiled
into assisting in a stretch-wind. Anyone who has undergone the terrifying ordeal of hanging on to one of these flimsy rubber
contraptions while some wild-eyed fanatic recedes into the far distance with the other end of the fearsome, squirming
rubber motor would be only too happy to erase the grisly, nightmarish experience from his mind. All this perilous, fatiguing
preparation might,make you wonder why the rubber types continue to use such a weird and archaic method of propelling
their models when they could so easily fit a neat and efficient miniature engine. After seeing the frightful things that happen
to models so equipped you will probably come to see their point of view.
This brings us finally to power duration; the most critical and hazardous branch of free flight flying. It can truly be saidof
the power practitioner that he is constantly opening up new fields�mostly withthesharp end of his model. For this reason
it is essential that the power spectator be gifted with the three special qualities of tact, understanding and the ability to
duck quickly.
One last pointer to the newcomer to free flight spectating, on attending hisfirst big rally, he may wish to know of a ready
means of identifying the big names of this sport. It’s quite easy really; they’re, the only ones who don’t have to wait for
timekeepers.

Pylonius
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My role at KeilKraft - Assistant General Manager
Returning to the UK in the Spring of 1979 after four years working abroad, I found the civil
engineering sector still at a low ebb.  The industry had not fully recovered from the �oil crisis� of 1973,
which had prompted me to take a job in Saudi Arabia in 1975.  My efforts to find a job were hampered
by the entrenched attitudes of some employers who, in assessing my years of experience, insisted
on disregarding any time I had spent abroad!  To find the origin of the trail that lead me to Keil Kraft
in Wickford in 1979, you have to go back to the early 1950�s�� please read on:

During a family holiday on the Norfolk coast in 1950, possibly 1949, I had met a group of enthusiasts
flying control-line, one of whom, John Chinn, was the brother of Peter Chinn.  If you�ve never owned
an infernal combustion engine, that name will not be familiar to you; if it is familiar, you will know that
Peter was the author of highly respected model engine test reports on a monthly basis for about
thirty years.  In 1950, these test reports were published in the monthly mag Model Aircraft, then
under the editorship of Eddie Cosh.  Peter was an avid �correspondent� in the original sense: a letter
to him produced a considered and informed reply, and we corresponded intermittently about model
aviation for the next 20-plus years.

By 1979, Eddie Cosh was again General Manager of Keil Kraft: he had retired once and been
persuaded back by the new owners, Solarbo.   By 1979, Keil Kraft, KK, still commanded brand loyalty
but the product range was being overtaken by competitors.
In a letter to Peter Chinn, I mentioned my lack of success in finding paid employment in civil
engineering to support my expanding family and, unprompted, he asked if an introduction to Eddie
Cosh would be of interest.
In Peter�s view, KK had lost its way at the hands of two generations of accountants and needed an
active modeller in their team.  After a low-key interview with Eddie Cosh and John Peake, the owner
of Solarbo, I signed up for a 6-month trial period, after which both sides would sit down to agree a
permanent contract.  I don�t think I shall now embarrass anyone if I mention the terms and conditions
at Wickford:  Eddie was paid �1,800 pa, plus �10 cash -in-hand every week for a lunchtime beer and
sandwich, also an Austin Princess with free fuel.  An accountant, a works manager and a production
manager were all paid in the range of �4 -5,000 plus a tenner a week but no vehicle.  As Assistant
General Manager, I got �8,000, the tenner and a Morris Marina with fuel (approximately what I was
then worth as a civil engineer).  This was grossly unfair in several directions but nobody complained
--- wouldn�t work today!  In signing for the 6-month period, I asked for the title �Deputy General
Manager� but was firmly told I was there to assist Eddie and could not deputise for him in his
absence, absolutely not.

Arriving at Wickford in July 1979, I saw the inside of the works for the first time and it was not a
happy sight.  All balsa was now milled and processed by Solarbo at Lancing so that equipment was,
unsurprisingly, coated in balsa dust. The injection moulding plant also sat dormant.  The Victorian
letterpresses, modified to die-cut sheet balsa, gaped open and ready to bite your hand.  The long
parallel benches at which kits were assembled and packed lay empty and idle, the tall racks in the
stock room held but a handful of kits.  The only bright spot was the computer room --- clean, air-
conditioned and humming, printing out columns of that concertina paper with feint green gridlines on
it (knowing that KK had a computer was one of the factors that influenced me to sign up, as the new
technology had passed me by in Saudi Arabia).
I didn�t have a formal job specification but my objectives were to rejuvenate the product range while
doing anything necessary to support our flagging sales, which included fielding complaints.  I think
the only production run we had in my six months� stay was 50 Super 60 kits (in the heyday, production
runs were usually 200) and that was an education --- to be able to seal the box, all 256 parts had to
be inside.  The computer was invaluable to ensure this happened --- how they managed before it
was installed, about 12 months before I got there, I cannot imagine.
One of my �support activities� was to assist with the advertising.  Eddie Cosh had a simple mantra
for advertising: �If you don�t tell, you don�t sell� and I�ve carried that with me for the last 40 years!  My
inputs were to keep the ads topical and to ensure that we avoided anything silly that would offend
the enthusiast.  Many advertisers, then and even today, depend on a layout for several months but
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that was not the KK way --- every month had to change and had to be fresh.  The key word was
�new� --- every month something had to be labelled �new� as �new� was the word that sold!
I was also involved in the design and production of the large labels stuck on the kit boxes, discovering
the simple truth that labels with two colours could be afforded whereas those with three colours were
over budget.
One of my more bizarre support activities was to act as guide and general factotum to Solarbo�s
Ecuadorian �fixer� when he visited London: this involved shepherding him around the Underground
and helping him buy an expensive pair of shoes at Harrods.  It was only later that I was told he was
a very senior officer in the Ecuadorian Army and a key player in ensuring the raw balsa logs got from
the plantation to the coast.

While the Super 60 covered the 40-size trainer and sport end of the R/C market, there was only the
Intruder if you wanted something 60-size and aerobatic and, by 1979, it was selling in single figures
per month (but not every month).  My solution was to plagiarise --- a polite word for stealing
somebody else�s work.  My target was an American kit which came on their market about 1975,
namely, the Midwest Products Attacker : 48 inch wingspan, so 40-size, high wing, tricycle
undercarriage (then very fashionable) and cartoon-scale appearance.

It was a foamie and therefore one of the
first ARTF�s to be sold, although I never
got my hands on one.  The image
shows the Attacker in the foreground
and a near-copy by World Engines in
the background.  My version was to be
the same size and shape but with foam-
cored, obechi-lined wings and a built-up
balsa box for the fuselage: as a trainer,
it would have dihedral and no ailerons,
for aerobatics it would have ailerons but
no dihedral.  The engine would be an
OS-40, of course, as KK then had the
sole agency.  I was convinced it was a
winning formula, in fact, I think it could
sell today! My office at Wickford did not
have a drawing board but I found one in
the works and moved it in about the end

of my first month.  By the end of the second month, My Attacker was on the board and Eddie Cosh
approved.  However, John Peake, JP, did not approve and I think that day was the beginning of the
end of my career with Keil Kraft.  Time to explain about JP.
I believe Solarbo had bought KK during the 12 months before I got to Wickford.  Solarbo was owned
by JP (if, in company law, he was not the legal owner he certainly acted as if he was).  JP was also
intent on adding the Veron range to his stables, possibly to ensure its extinction so that it did not
compete with KK sales.  (Solarbo also acquired the Amerang brand, variously reported as happening
in 1979 or in 1983, and the Solarbo name slipped into the mists of time,
although still registered at Companies House).
JP was an accountant and, it was said, first took an interest in KK when auditing their annual
accounts.  When I knew him his sole objective was to maximise balsa wood sales, directly through
the Solarbo brand and by resuscitating KK.  JP was based at Lancing and appeared at Wickford
most Wednesdays, chauffeured by his personal assistant in a Reliant Scimitar. These meetings
concentrated on financial affairs and I was only asked to join them occasionally.  I did wonder why
these face-to-face meetings were necessary so often as, on every working day, it was the first task
of the KK accountant to phone Lancing with the previous day�s cash flow.   Every day: how much in.
how much out.
Balsa has applications other than that which excites us and JP was intent on selling as much as he
could.  For instance, it can be an industrial �space filler� of low weight with excellent thermal insulation
properties.  These properties gave it a market in the production of the internal doors of railway
carriages!  Small end-grain blocks, mainly offcuts, were glued together to form a sheet about  50mm
thick, about 2m tall and 700mm wide, then shipped to the carriage maker who glued a GRP moulding
to both sides to give a light and �warm� door.  Production was not at Wickford so I never saw it but it
was known as �a nice little earner� for Solarbo.  On a tota lly different scale was the use of balsa to
insulate liquid petroleum gas, LPG, tankers coming into service at the end of the 1970�s: the cube to

Midwest Products Attacker
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insulate one ship was enormous, probably more than Solarbo processed in a decade.  I was at a
weekly meeting when this application was discussed with JP, who was so taken with the scale of it
I thought he was immediately going to put KK on the market.  Well, that didn�t happen and the tale
is told of the steps he took to protect the operation he had already built. An ex-employee opened a
shop in Ipswich and planned to start his own business importing and processing balsa for the model
trade.  His first container, full of raw logs, duly arrived at Felixstowe but never got to Ipswich: during
unloading, a fork-lift truck accidental tipped the container over the side of the quay.  You might expect
a container full of balsa to float but apparently it didn�t.  Only a rumour but it makes me chuckle.
It was one Wednesday about the end of August that JP wandered into my office and found My
Attacker on the drawing board.  He did not chuckle.  I forget his exact words but the spirit was that
he was not paying me to play with model planes in his working time.  It was probably at this point
that he gave me his vision of the future of KK and Solarbo, viz, selling chuck gliders at supermarket
check-outs.  At the end of the 1970�s, out-of-town supermarkets were springing up like mushrooms
and canny confectioners, such as Cadbury, already had small bags of sweeties hanging up beside
the till for children to snatch and force their parent to buy.  JP�s vision was that a small chuckie in a
polythene envelope would hang beside the sweeties and Solarbo sales would soar.  The envelope
was to contain three pieces: a pre-cut 1/8� balsa fuselage, colourfully printed on both sides and
hopefully representing a Spitfire, with slots for a 1/16� sheet wing and a 1/16� tailplane --- just push
the wing and tail through their slots and fly!  The ticket price to be one pound Sterling, equivalent to
�5 i n today�s money.  Apart from my technical misgivings whether a low-wing chuckie with no
dihedral would ever fly, I was sceptical about the concept selling at �1 in 1979 but at five quid I guess
it might just work today.
Somehow, I managed to stall the One-Quid-Chuckie until my departure from Wickford just before
Christmas 1979, whilst trying to get Eddie to agree that My Attacker be put into production (he didn�t).
But JP had another �winner� that he wanted brought into the KK range to ensure that sales of Solarbo
balsa did not similarly stall.

In the 1950�s, -60�s and -70�s, �indoor flying� meant small electric powered models flying �round -the-
pole�, RTP: a vertical plastic pole about 3ft high, sitting on a weighted base with a transformer/rectifier
to convert a 220v AC supply to direct current, with two rotating and insulated contacts at the top of
the pole that fed thin copper wires, lacquered for insulation, giving about 6v to the small electric
motor in the model.
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The components of a typical installation are shown in the diagram, taken from the book �Electric
Round the Pole Flying� by Peter Bullivant (see references, below).

Car batteries were an alternative source of power. The length of the wires (the radius of the flight
circle) varied between 10ft if you had just one battery to 40ft+ if you used four! The only control was
a hand-held �throttle�, a variable resistance that simply varied the current to the motor.  Equipment
to make this all work was sold by a sparky (sorry) entrepreneur named Harry Butler, who just
happened to live in Southend, a short trip from Wickford. Harry wanted to sell his operation and move
to Portugal, which ultimately he did.  As I remember, his negotiations with JP were primarily
discussions about the price to pass all rights to Solarbo.
I got involved as advisor to JP: was the concept safe, could KK produce it, could we produce it
cheaper than Harry?  This called for several visits to Harry�s industrial unit on the outskirts of
Southend and, frankly, I tried to sit on the fence about buying him out.  Apart from selling Harry
Butler�s equipment under the Keil Kraft name, the attraction of the RTP concept was that no fewer
than 35 KK scale models had been flown this way or could be.
However, JP and Harry could not agree on a price.  With the end of my trial period in sight and
beginning to realise that my future was not in Wickford, I considered offering Harry the �13,000 he
wanted for the freehold of his unit but baulked at the �50,000 asking price for the rest of his operation.
During the honeymoon period when JP and Harry were negotiating, Harry agreed to help me run a
KK stand at the 1979 Nationals.  He was driving a Transit van hired for the weekend, stuffed with a
tent, lots of built models and the then full range of KK kits, and I trundled behind with the Camper
(the one I still have).  It was pretty miserable: the site for the tent was on a slope and the �floor� was
just trodden grass, while the counter fell down the slope if you happened to nudge it.  We didn�t offer
anything for sale but I could see that the KK brand still had a little of that old magic.  I did not offer
Harry a share of the double bed in the Camper, so he curled up on the floor of the Transit.  But any
feelings of discomfort were quickly forgotten when, on the Monday morning, we heard that Lord
Mountbatten, some family and friends had been assassinated.
Back at Wickford, I rubbed along happily with Eddie Cosh, almost a �father-and-son� relationship, but
it was increasingly obvious that there was no long-term career with Keil Kraft.  The arrangement was
that, before end of the trial period, the parties would negotiate a permanent contract, one part of
which would be an incentive bonus.  I think this was mentioned even at the initial interview as, from
memory, was the scale, namely, 3% of annual profit on top of a market salary.  I never did find out
how KK was trading but convinced myself that such a bonus would bring in at least �15,000 a year.
Then Fate intervened and settled the matter. In September or October, auditors arrived for the
annual financial health check. They worked in Eddie�s office, next to mine.  Any uneasiness I had
about the long-term prospects were confirmed when, the office door being ajar (Eddie had gone
home, I think it was a Friday afternoon), I heard one of the auditor propose �OK, we�ll increase the
stock value by a million�.  Whoa! --- if the stock could go up by seven figures, the profit would go
down by an equal amount.  I thought about this and decided that, if such manipulation was possible
in a phone call, the prospects of fair figures to determine my future bonuses were slim.  I had had a
quick apprenticeship in the world of commerce but I had an escape route.  It wasn�t very difficult to
hand back the Marina.
If you want to delve deeper into KeilKraft and its fascinating history, here is some more
reading/viewing:
�We visit Keil Kraft�: article in May 1952 issue of Model Aircraft, scanned and reproduced in The
Beacon Summer 2018
�Working for Keil Kraft�: article by David Rawlins in January 2018 issue of AeroModeller
�The Keil Kraft Factory Tour� at www.youtube.com
�Electric Round the Pole Flying� by Peter Bullivant, Argus Books Limited, 1977, ISBN 0 85242 438
8 (if you can�t find a copy on eBay, you can borrow mine)
For a comprehensive list of replica KK plans available, visit

http://www.model-plans.co.uk/keil%20kraft.htm
where there is also a history of the participation of Ernie Webster in the KK saga from 1946 to 1966.
Footnote: this article is my recollection of events almost 40 years ago. I believe it to be factually correct but if
there are errors and significant omissions, I�d be happy to hear from survivors of that era, the heirs and
successors, to set the record straight.
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My regular readers may recall that I made a block entry in the 2002 BMFA Nationals and laid the blame at Peter
Martin�s door. By the way, Peter�s associates are amused by the fact that I seem to blame him for many of my activities;
surely, that is what mates are for.Well, I did it again; block entered the 2003 BMFA Nationals that is, not blaming Pete.
This mistake was all mine own.

I took stock of my models, I am not a prolific builder by any stretch of imagination, and neither do I build anything
that could be described as vaguely near exhibition standard, to boot I had made only the STOMPER in the winter building
programme (building programme, that�s a laugh). Second thoughts, I have the frameworkof an ACHILLES ready for
covering, I have been messing about with that on and off all winter. The wife is off with the car this afternoon, so I thinkI
will go up to the workshop and stick a little tissue later on.

Drifted off course again did I not, back to the model stock. I have three open rubber models; (36-3) the little three-
footer in the photo, (O-2) the model that I flew in last year�s Nationals and my new one (O-3), slimmer, lighter but not yet
flown in anger. My new STOMPER-2 would do for Open Power & SLOP and the HEP-CAT for Vintage & Mini-vintage. My
Gipsy was still in bits from Wallop, so no Wakefield for me and my LULU had been sucked up into the wide blue yonder
at Wallop last year, so no glider. It had been the LULU�s first competition flight, Peter had launched it and was timing, he
saw the D/T tail go up but the lift was just too good for a lightweight like the LULU and it just kept on going up. I don�t think
I can blame Pete for that one though.

First day was the open events and I arrived to the howling gale that was to be the 2003 Nationals. I set the estate car
into wind and as Open Rubber is my number one interest, began to assemble O-2 in the shelter of the back of the car. I
did not intend to risk my lighter model O-3 in the high wind.
(I was saving it for the fly-off Ha! Ha!).

With the wind being so strong, I fitted a 20 strands x 3/16-rubber motor rather than the 14 strands x 1/4. It punches
through ground turbulence better with the bigger motor (that sounds like I know whatI�m doing, Oh Boy! the power of the
written word). Unusually for me, I had actually prepared for this year, I had de-stranded all my motors, lubricated and re-
stranded. There are five nails stuck in the doorframe over the workshop door where I looped the motors to equalise the
strand lengths for re-stranding (I don�t think Rachel the wife has seen them yet but I bet she�ll be interested when she
reads this).

Back to the contest, I had set up my big winding stooge in the lee of a fishing umbrella, with fourguys to take the
strain (that�s ropes not blokes, it�s not that big) and two to keep it upright (still looks like I know what I�m doing). Nowcomes
the big let-down. I pick up O-2 from the back of the car and moves around the umbrella towards the windingjig. I was now
out in the in the open.

Bang! all of a sudden I have myself a two piece wing. I said it was windy. That was the end of O-2�s interest in the
day�s proceedings. I quickly hid the bits of O-2 back in the box and set about assembling 36-3 to continue my onslaught
on Open Rubber (still saving O-3 for the fly-off Ha! Ha! again).

Author with 36-3 in the winding stooge
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I went over to Control, booked in and picked up my Flight Card. Peter Spalding was doing the honours, we had a
quick chat and in the process, he warned me about the turbulence caused by the trees and cars around the peri-track.
Peter suggested that I launch over by the main runway, bear that in mind, I didn�t.

I thought I had better have a quick test flight, so I put on half turns and walked out about halfway to the runway.
There was virtually no other activity and as a result a photographer appeared as ifby magic to record the moment. Fame
again thinks I, with my new hat and name blazoned across the front I was bound to make all the magazines. (Must have
been a duff photographer).

Being a test flight 36-3 ignored the turbulence (what does Peter know thinks I) and 36-3 zoomed sedately up to a
reasonable height, prop folds, glides OK, D/T pops, floats down, flips over and awaits recovery. Job done.

The maximum had been set at an easy (says who) 2 minutes, so I wind 36-3 up for my first competition flight with a
conservative 850 turns. With my mate John Nicholson on the watch I walk out towards the runway but not as far as on the
test flight. Big mistake. I make a good job of the launch and 36-3 goes straight up through the ground turbulence on the
initial burst then settles down to climb. Now Peter Spalding�s warning kicks in, before 36-3 reaches the runway she starts
bucketing about all over the place and the climb cruise is ruined. However, when the prop finally folded, she still looked
plenty high enough for 2 minutes. Wrong.

36-3 starts to glide very brick like, two circles and half the altitude had evaporated, now we were back down
in the ground turbulence and this is halfway across the aerodrome. Two quick stalls and wallop, down to earth in
something like 1-40 or so, memory dims when recalling disasters. Looking on the bright side, it saved O-3 from a
windy fly-off (does it look like I know what I doing now? Do not think so, fly-off Ho! Ho! Ho!).

I recovered 36-3, one prop blade broken, one split and the wire hub somewhat out of shape. I decide I�m going
to put in three flights if it kills me. Good old cyno, prop blades back in one piece and hub straightened. Wind up
again and move out to the runway (clever Eh!, it takes time but I get the message in the end), good launch again,
text book flight, D/T pops well up, simple max still on the airfield (any fool can do it second time).

When I got back from control, Ron Draper, the 1956 World Power Champion, had parked his camper van close
by and I popped over for a chat. Knowing Ron, from the best part of 50 years ago (frightening aint it), I decided to
give him a demo of my current prowess, as I was much less expert in those days of yore (difficult for regular fans
to imagine I know).

I wound up 36-3 again and made a total pigs ear of the launch by not being straight. 36-3 whips round
downwind, shooting off for 40 yards or so Quail high at unbelievable velocity before starting the climb. Face was
saved however as 36-3 eventually managed to get up quite high in good air and maxed again (I imagine Ron
thought �just like the old days�).

That was the end of my competitive efforts at Nats 2003; I gave it best and switched to spectator mode for the
next two days.

Day two was even windier but as the wife Rachel and one grandson, 7-year old Jamie, were with me, we were
in genuine picnic mode. The weather was quite good if you ignored the wind.

Highlight of the day was the Bowden Contest; we watched the activities from the opposite side of the runway
with Ray Allbon and Peter Martin for company. It saddened the heart to see so many crashes as the competitors,
brave enough to attempt to compete, struggled with the elements. It certainly was not a good advert for aero
modelling, although I imagine there were not too many members of Joe Public watching. My grandson Jamie
however, thought it was great as he manipulated my stopwatch as an unofficial timekeeper. He kept calling out
the times, three seconds, five seconds etc and was highly delighted when someone flew away for a minute or
more. It was just as well that we were on the opposite side of the runway, as his happy chortlings would not have
pleased the contestants I�m sure.

We discovered that there were polystyrene indoor models in the hanger for kids use, we had a dabble and I
resolved to bring some of my own the next day.

Day three I was on my own, I wandered about for a bit and then took some indoor models I had brought into
the hanger and had quite a good time flying my Poly-rat and a couple of other styrene models. After a while, some
little lads started kicking a football about and sure enough it finished in the corner with my models, it put a few
creases in some of the styrene and snapped a tail-boom. The damage was not serious and I soon had it all fixed.
While I was busy surveying the damage, a poor little downcast 6 or 7 year-old appeared at my elbow and set about
trying to tell me he was sorry for causing the trouble. He had obviously been ordered over by some adult, but I
managed to assure the lad that no serious damage had been done and the models would soon be all up in the
roof again.

There were quite a few lads taking advantage of the other models that had been left for them to play with and
I finished up as permanent winder-upper as they came to me, one after the other, asking for 300 turns or 500
turns. They had discovered that I had a counter on my winder. This took through lunch break.

In the afternoon, I wandered the flight line to see whom I could put the jinx on. First victim was Dave Greaves;
I spotted him winding a coupe and watched with interest as he launched and some mechanical failure in the auto-
trim devices brought a premature termination of the flight. �At least it was less than 20 seconds,� say I, thinking of
the first attempt rule.� I�ve got a noflight� Dave ruefully remarked, adding �That was the second attempt�. I made
my excuses and wandered on looking for another victim.

I spotted John O�Donnell with his lightweight shiny coupe waiting for good air. I watched and waited for him to
launch, when he did he got the wrong side of the wind, which had veered and his model staggered off straight up
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the line of parked cars, struggling for altitude in the turbulent air and dropping out of sight behind some caravan
further up the flight line. I don�t think he would have maxed with that one.

Victim number three was Noel Parry, one of our regular attendees at David�s Friday meetings atthe hanger. I
spotted Noel with a group of the Biggles club members flying A1 or F1 whatever. I wandered over and discovered
that Noel was sitting pretty with 4 maxes already in the bag. He was getting ready for his last flight and was waiting
for some good air to fill in his full house and make the fly-off. He hadn�t reckoned with my presence and when he
eventually launched somewhat indifferently, he got duff air and was down far too soon.

Although Noel slipped down to 7th. place the event proved to be a Biggles benefit as other members of the club
filled the first three places.

Not my best nationals ever, but I was there.

Change of subject, David passed to me a letter from non other than John Wingate, who has now moved to
windswept Anglesey. He now lives in Amlwch, the same town that some old friends of the wife and I live in.

My May article on indoor RTP from Warring�s book, prompted John to make some observations from his
experiences in the London area during that era. He recalls that RTP flying was done with a line that made the
centre line of the model 6 feet from the pole and used a pole height of 3 feet. He suggested that Laurie Barr might
confirm his recollections. I had a word with Laurie at the first opportunity but he could not recall the details. He did
remember however, being a member of a three man London champions RTP team who went up to the Manchester
Corn Exchange to compete against them Northerners. Laurie ruefully recalls that the London lads were soundly
beaten, principally because the wily Northern lads had found some micro-thin Tungsten wire for their lines whilst
the Londoners were still using furry cotton.

Now I�m back on indoor again I must show you the biggest indoor model I�ve ever seen. Bob Bailey turned up
with this monster model at the early Cardington meeting this year. I believe his intention must be to make an
attempt on the Absolute Indoor World Record.

Bob Bailey with his huge indoor model. Weighs in at about 2.5 grams

Bob said he was a bit disappointed with it as the CG was not in the right place. When he flew it, it looked
absolutely magnificent to my eyes.

Talking weights, I find it difficult to believe that he said it was about 2.5 grams. He further said that he would be
putting this one away for the time being as he had another that was slightly smaller but only weighed 1.6 grams
and looked a better option.

Those wings appear to be completely unbraced and the whole thing floats about at a ridiculously slow pace. I
have some nice video footage of Bob releasing the model and it floats away like some enormous soap bubble with
all the surfaces flexing as it goes.

I seem to be writing another book, don�t want Clarion overweight again so I�ll quit for now.

g­¦¬=^¬¢°£µ±
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