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| Pad usersit you are havitrguble opening the New Claadshyour finger on it to display a menu,
then selecbpen imew tab'You will find the new tab to the right of the SAM1066 tab.
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Second Sight
The Maestioimself was abdatfly,and a small and excited ctwstilygatheredbout himlhree maitypes
predominated as usual fomjor Club typmute and pagyed in awe and admiratiom,LesseClub type,
exchanging the timid, knowledgehisigerand the Great€tubtype, seeking reflecggaty in gusts of chummy
badinage.
Six stopwatch@meofficial, five auxiliary) clicked into simultaneous action as thaddaéstkscewdd way
heavenwards. But visiltiiayday wagoor,and wetheLesser Clutypes, were sobfinking hofessly into the
obscuring mists, while the cheerfuoafident tickimg the six slop watches mockingly proclaimstiaur
inferiority.
Thisratheannoyed me at first, thesmlemberesbmething | hagcently read dmevagariesf timkeepingthat
the ability to keepmodel isightvaried frormdividuato individuavhichl now takéo mean the importance or
otherwisefthe individual being timed.
When innocentlgsked members of the Crodiam itheycouldell Which Twin hag tdvdine?" so loud were
theirgroans thagtlmost curled up.

One writénthis journal suggests the use uf a small pudding basimascamwkr&punds like aftsduff* gen to
me.

How to Watch. Free Flight

Of the noeactive club members manyantvitieghat of Free Flight Fancier is undoubtedly the most difficult and the
least rewarding. The chief hazard lies in the digiity pddsting called upon to lend a hand: a crashing bore, at the
best of times, even when, as in radio and team race events, the presence of a large and appreciative galle
opportunityrfacting in the grand exXjpdierescue marer. But whethe audience factor is limited to a couple of
grubby little urchins and a mongréhelogry idea of removing one’s hands from one’s comfortab| sagkets

the least, positively revolting. Unfortunately, the free flight fanatic islfedesperater shorthanded he keeps a
wild and wicked eye constantly peeled for any likely source of assistance. To avoid the menace of this maligr
demands of the free flight watcher a high degree of cunning elusiveness. One quitesstoedsfaydayppear

to be on the point of imminent departure, while another subtle ruse is to maintain a firm grip on a stopwatch and
to gaze earnestly upwards whenever danger threatens.

In free flight there are three types of modebtn fonkglider, rubber and power, particularly the latter. Let us take
gliderdirst. Enthusiadts this type of model, you will notice, differ from their oilier free flight brethren in that they a
hope and pray for a strong wind: a meteogegisalenon necessary for avoiding the athletic feat of running the
length of the aerodrome backwards. Also you may notice that the art of winning the average glider comp. lies in
or means of transporting a BraBazaomodel to the flyind.fiel

Next we come to rubber models, and in doing so | will add a special warning. Neverstarbesae cieguied

into assisting in a stretatd. Anyone who has undergone the terrifying ordiegl ofihaioge of these flimsy rubber
contaptions while some ‘ydd fanatic recedes into the far distance with the other end of the fearsome, squirr
rubber motor would be only too happy to erase the grisly, nightmarish experience from his mind. All this perilous
preparation mighmake you wonder why the rubber types continue to use such a weird and archaic method of prc
their models when they could so easily fit a neat and efficient miniature engine. After seeing the frigintful things tt
to models so equipped yibprebably come to see their point of view.

This brings us finally to power duration; the most critical and hazardous branch of free flight flyingofit can truly
the power practitioner that he is constantly opening up nevsfigldgthesharp end of his model. For this reason

it is essential that the power spectator be gifted with the three special qualities of tact, understanding and the
duck quickly.

One last pointer to the newcomer to free flight spectating, on éitsridneahis he may wish to know of a ready
means of identifying the big names of this sport. It's quite easy really; they're, the only ones who don’t have t
timekeepers.

Pylonius
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MILES 5 c.c.
SPECIAL

y Manufacturers:
B. C. Miles, by
arrangement with

#  ElectronicDevelopments
(Surrey) Ltd.,
* 18 Villiers Road,

Kingston-on-Thames.

Retail price: £8 6s. 3d., water-cooled £9 19s. 6d.
Displacement: 4.92 c.c. (.30 cu. in.) Bore: .781 in.

Max. B.H.P.: .435 at 13,500 r.p.m.
Max. torque: 41.8 oz.-in. at 7,300 r.p.m.
Power rating: .0885 B.H.P. per c.c.
Power/weight ratio: .0435 B.H.P. per oz.

Stroke:.625 Bore/stroke ratio: 1.25 Bare weight: 10 oz.

g‘iatelz{-ial Spe(c_:_:iﬁcatli_o:l*;:

rankcase: ast light 2

alloy, DTD ‘%24 PPROPELLER R.P.M.

Rotor disc: aluminion |jja. pitch

Cylinder Centrifugally| 11 x 8 (Whirlwind) 7,100

: ., Cast Iron| 12 x 6 (Trucut) 6,750

Cylinder jacket: Dural| 10x 8 (Truflex) 8,500

Cylinder head: Dural | 10x 3 (Whirlwind) 8,500

Contra-piston: Cast 11 < 6 (Whirlwind) 8,800
) . iron| 11 x5 (Stant) 10,000

Piston: Cat iron 9% 6 (Stant) 12,600

Connecting rod: Dural| 10x 4 (Stant) 13,000

Crankshaft: Steel S.14| 8x 6 (K-K) 14,700

Crankshaft bearing:

"Two ball races -
Fuel: Mercury No.8
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My role at KeilKraft - Assistant General Manager

Returning to the UK in the Spring of 1979 after four years working abroad, | found the civil
engineering sector still at a low ebb. The industry had not fully recovered from the [@il crisis[bf 1973,
which had prompted me to take a job in Saudi Arabia in 1975. My efforts to find a job were hampered
by the entrenched attitudes of some employers who, in assessing my years of experience, insisted
on disregarding any time | had spent abroad! To find the origin of the trail that lead me to Keil Kraft
in Wickford in 1979, you have to go back to the early 1950(SIIplease read on:

During a family holiday on the Norfolk coast in 1950, possibly 1949, | had met a group of enthusiasts
flying control-line, one of whom, John Chinn, was the brother of Peter Chinn. If youlle never owned
an infernal combustion engine, that name will not be familiar to you; if it is familiar, you will know that
Peter was the author of highly respected model engine test reports on a monthly basis for about
thirty years. In 1950, these test reports were published in the monthly mag Model Aircraft, then
under the editorship of Eddie Cosh. Peter was an avid [Gorrespondentlin the original sense: a letter
to him produced a considered and informed reply, and we corresponded intermittently about model
aviation for the next 20-plus years.

By 1979, Eddie Cosh was again General Manager of Keil Kraft: he had retired once and been
persuaded back by the new owners, Solarbo. By 1979, Keil Kraft, KK, still commanded brand loyalty
but the product range was being overtaken by competitors.

In a letter to Peter Chinn, | mentioned my lack of success in finding paid employment in civil
engineering to support my expanding family and, unprompted, he asked if an introduction to Eddie
Cosh would be of interest.

In Peter(s view, KK had lost its way at the hands of two generations of accountants and needed an
active modeller in their team. After a low-key interview with Eddie Cosh and John Peake, the owner
of Solarbo, | signed up for a 6-month trial period, after which both sides would sit down to agree a
permanent contract. | donffthink | shall now embarrass anyone if | mention the terms and conditions
at Wickford: Eddie was paid [1,800 pa, plus [10 cash -in-hand every week for a lunchtime beer and
sandwich, also an Austin Princess with free fuel. An accountant, a works manager and a production
manager were all paid in the range of 4 -5,000 plus a tenner a week but no vehicle. As Assistant
General Manager, | got (8,000, the tenner and a Morris Marina with fuel (approximately what | was
then worth as a civil engineer). This was grossly unfair in several directions but nobody complained
--- wouldn[@ work today! In signing for the 6-month period, | asked for the title [Deputy General
Managerbut was firmly told | was there to assist Eddie and could not deputise for him in his
absence, absolutely not.

Arriving at Wickford in July 1979, | saw the inside of the works for the first time and it was not a
happy sight. All balsa was now milled and processed by Solarbo at Lancing so that equipment was,
unsurprisingly, coated in balsa dust. The injection moulding plant also sat dormant. The Victorian
letterpresses, modified to die-cut sheet balsa, gaped open and ready to bite your hand. The long
parallel benches at which kits were assembled and packed lay empty and idle, the tall racks in the
stock room held but a handful of kits. The only bright spot was the computer room --- clean, air-
conditioned and humming, printing out columns of that concertina paper with feint green gridlines on
it (knowing that KK had a computer was one of the factors that influenced me to sign up, as the new
technology had passed me by in Saudi Arabia).

| didnfhave a formal job specification but my objectives were to rejuvenate the product range while
doing anything necessary to support our flagging sales, which included fielding complaints. | think
the only production run we had in my six months[&tay was 50 Super 60 kits (in the heyday, production
runs were usually 200) and that was an education --- to be able to seal the box, all 256 parts had to
be inside. The computer was invaluable to ensure this happened --- how they managed before it
was installed, about 12 months before | got there, | cannot imagine.

One of my [Bupport activitiesCwas to assist with the advertising. Eddie Cosh had a simple mantra
for advertising: [If you don(itell, you don{fsellCand Ive carried that with me for the last 40 years! My
inputs were to keep the ads topical and to ensure that we avoided anything silly that would offend
the enthusiast. Many advertisers, then and even today, depend on a layout for several months but
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that was not the KK way --- every month had to change and had to be fresh. The key word was
[Mew[--- every month something had to be labelled MewlAs [Mewlvas the word that sold!

| was also involved in the design and production of the large labels stuck on the kit boxes, discovering
the simple truth that labels with two colours could be afforded whereas those with three colours were
over budget.

One of my more bizarre support activities was to act as guide and general factotum to Solarbo[s
Ecuadorian [{ixerOwhen he visited London: this involved shepherding him around the Underground
and helping him buy an expensive pair of shoes at Harrods. It was only later that | was told he was
a very senior officer in the Ecuadorian Army and a key player in ensuring the raw balsa logs got from
the plantation to the coast.

While the Super 60 covered the 40-size trainer and sport end of the R/C market, there was only the
Intruder if you wanted something 60-size and aerobatic and, by 1979, it was selling in single figures
per month (but not every month). My solution was to plagiarise --- a polite word for stealing
somebody elsels work. My target was an American kit which came on their market about 1975,
namely, the Midwest Products Attacker : 48 inch wingspan, so 40-size, high wing, tricycle
undercarriage (then very fashionable) and cartoon-scale appearance.
It was a foamie and therefore one of the
first ARTFIS to be sold, although | never
got my hands on one. The image
shows the Attacker in the foreground
and a near-copy by World Engines in
the background. My version was to be
the same size and shape but with foam-
cored, obechi-lined wings and a built-up
balsa box for the fuselage: as a trainer,
it would have dihedral and no ailerons,
for aerobatics it would have ailerons but
no dihedral. The engine would be an
8 OS-40, of course, as KK then had the
§ sole agency. | was convinced it was a
winning formula, in fact, | think it could
- : : s sell today! My office at Wickford did not
Midwest Products Attackiiees - 8% have a drawing board but | found one in
—— the works and moved it in about the end
of my first month. By the end of the second month, My Attacker was on the board and Eddie Cosh
approved. However, John Peake, JP, did not approve and | think that day was the beginning of the
end of my career with Keil Kraft. Time to explain about JP.
| believe Solarbo had bought KK during the 12 months before | got to Wickford. Solarbo was owned
by JP (if, in company law, he was not the legal owner he certainly acted as if he was). JP was also
intent on adding the Veron range to his stables, possibly to ensure its extinction so that it did not
compete with KK sales. (Solarbo also acquired the Amerang brand, variously reported as happening
in 1979 or in 1983, and the Solarbo hame slipped into the mists of time,
although still registered at Companies House).
JP was an accountant and, it was said, first took an interest in KK when auditing their annual
accounts. When | knew him his sole objective was to maximise balsa wood sales, directly through
the Solarbo brand and by resuscitating KK. JP was based at Lancing and appeared at Wickford
most Wednesdays, chauffeured by his personal assistant in a Reliant Scimitar. These meetings
concentrated on financial affairs and | was only asked to join them occasionally. | did wonder why
these face-to-face meetings were necessary so often as, on every working day, it was the first task
of the KK accountant to phone Lancing with the previous day(s cash flow. Every day: how much in.
how much out.
Balsa has applications other than that which excites us and JP was intent on selling as much as he
could. Forinstance, it can be an industrial [Space filler[of low weight with excellent thermal insulation
properties. These properties gave it a market in the production of the internal doors of railway
carriages! Small end-grain blocks, mainly offcuts, were glued together to form a sheet about 50mm
thick, about 2m tall and 700mm wide, then shipped to the carriage maker who glued a GRP moulding
to both sides to give a light and arm[door. Production was not at Wickford so | never saw it but it
was known as (@ nice little earner[for Solarbo. On a totally different scale was the use of balsa to
insulate liquid petroleum gas, LPG, tankers coming into service at the end of the 1970I[S: the cube to
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insulate one ship was enormous, probably more than Solarbo processed in a decade. | was at a
weekly meeting when this application was discussed with JP, who was so taken with the scale of it
| thought he was immediately going to put KK on the market. Well, that didn@ happen and the tale
is told of the steps he took to protect the operation he had already built. An ex-employee opened a
shop in Ipswich and planned to start his own business importing and processing balsa for the model
trade. His first container, full of raw logs, duly arrived at Felixstowe but never got to Ipswich: during
unloading, a fork-lift truck accidental tipped the container over the side of the quay. You might expect
a container full of balsa to float but apparently it didn@ Only a rumour but it makes me chuckle.

It was one Wednesday about the end of August that JP wandered into my office and found My
Attacker on the drawing board. He did not chuckle. | forget his exact words but the spirit was that
he was not paying me to play with model planes in his working time. It was probably at this point
that he gave me his vision of the future of KK and Solarbo, viz, selling chuck gliders at supermarket
check-outs. At the end of the 19708, out-of-town supermarkets were springing up like mushrooms
and canny confectioners, such as Cadbury, already had small bags of sweeties hanging up beside
the till for children to snatch and force their parent to buy. JPIS vision was that a small chuckie in a
polythene envelope would hang beside the sweeties and Solarbo sales would soar. The envelope
was to contain three pieces: a pre-cut 1/8" balsa fuselage, colourfully printed on both sides and
hopefully representing a Spitfire, with slots for a 1/16[5heet wing and a 1/16[1ailplane --- just push
the wing and tail through their slots and fly! The ticket price to be one pound Sterling, equivalent to
B i n todaylS money. Apart from my technical misgivings whether a low-wing chuckie with no
dihedral would ever fly, | was sceptical about the concept selling at 1 in 1979 but at five quid | guess
it might just work today.

Somehow, | managed to stall the One-Quid-Chuckie until my departure from Wickford just before
Christmas 1979, whilst trying to get Eddie to agree that My Attacker be put into production (he didnf).
But JP had another Winnerlthat he wanted brought into the KK range to ensure that sales of Solarbo
balsa did not similarly stall.

In the 19501(8, -60(8 and -70(8, lihdoor flyingCmeant small electric powered models flying dound -the-
polelJRTP: a vertical plastic pole about 3ft high, sitting on a weighted base with a transformer/rectifier
to convert a 220v AC supply to direct current, with two rotating and insulated contacts at the top of
the pole that fed thin copper wires, lacquered for insulation, giving about 6v to the small electric
motor in the model.

PLUG e e
SCREW TERMINALS = :
= FINE GAUGE
M DISTRIBUTOR INSULATED
‘HEAD' COPPER WIRE

Fig 1

FLEXIBLE

5 AMP PLUG & SOCKET

COMNTROLLER

12 VOLT
BATTERY OR
TRANSFORMER UNIT
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The components of a typical installation are shown in the diagram, taken from the book [Electric
Round the Pole Flying[by Peter Bullivant (see references, below).

Car batteries were an alternative source of power. The length of the wires (the radius of the flight
circle) varied between 10ft if you had just one battery to 40ft+ if you used four! The only control was
a hand-held fthrottle[Ja variable resistance that simply varied the current to the motor. Equipment
to make this all work was sold by a sparky (sorry) entrepreneur named Harry Butler, who just
happened to live in Southend, a short trip from Wickford. Harry wanted to sell his operation and move
to Portugal, which ultimately he did. As | remember, his negotiations with JP were primarily
discussions about the price to pass all rights to Solarbo.

| got involved as advisor to JP: was the concept safe, could KK produce it, could we produce it
cheaper than Harry? This called for several visits to Harryls industrial unit on the outskirts of
Southend and, frankly, | tried to sit on the fence about buying him out. Apart from selling Harry
Butler[s equipment under the Keil Kraft name, the attraction of the RTP concept was that no fewer
than 35 KK scale models had been flown this way or could be.

However, JP and Harry could not agree on a price. With the end of my trial period in sight and
beginning to realise that my future was not in Wickford, | considered offering Harry the 13,000 he
wanted for the freehold of his unit but baulked at the (30,000 asking price for the rest of his operation.

During the honeymoon period when JP and Harry were negotiating, Harry agreed to help me run a
KK stand at the 1979 Nationals. He was driving a Transit van hired for the weekend, stuffed with a
tent, lots of built models and the then full range of KK kits, and | trundled behind with the Camper
(the one I still have). It was pretty miserable: the site for the tent was on a slope and the [{floor[ivas
just trodden grass, while the counter fell down the slope if you happened to nudge it. We didniioffer
anything for sale but | could see that the KK brand still had a little of that old magic. | did not offer
Harry a share of the double bed in the Camper, so he curled up on the floor of the Transit. But any
feelings of discomfort were quickly forgotten when, on the Monday morning, we heard that Lord
Mountbatten, some family and friends had been assassinated.

Back at Wickford, | rubbed along happily with Eddie Cosh, almost a [father-and-sonlfelationship, but
it was increasingly obvious that there was no long-term career with Keil Kraft. The arrangement was
that, before end of the trial period, the parties would negotiate a permanent contract, one part of
which would be an incentive bonus. | think this was mentioned even at the initial interview as, from
memory, was the scale, namely, 3% of annual profit on top of a market salary. | never did find out
how KK was trading but convinced myself that such a bonus would bring in at least 15,000 a year.

Then Fate intervened and settled the matter. In September or October, auditors arrived for the
annual financial health check. They worked in Eddiels office, next to mine. Any uneasiness | had
about the long-term prospects were confirmed when, the office door being ajar (Eddie had gone
home, | think it was a Friday afternoon), | heard one of the auditor propose [OK, welll increase the
stock value by a millionlJ Whoa! --- if the stock could go up by seven figures, the profit would go
down by an equal amount. | thought about this and decided that, if such manipulation was possible
in a phone call, the prospects of fair figures to determine my future bonuses were slim. | had had a
quick apprenticeship in the world of commerce but | had an escape route. It wasniivery difficult to
hand back the Marina.

If you want to delve deeper into KeilKraft and its fascinating history, here is some more

reading/viewing:

We visit Keil Kraftldarticle in May 1952 issue of Model Aircraft, scanned and reproduced in The

Beacon Summer 2018

Working for Keil Kraft[Jarticle by David Rawlins in January 2018 issue of AeroModeller

[The Keil Kraft Factory Tour[Cat www.youtube.com

[Electric Round the Pole Flying[Cby Peter Bullivant, Argus Books Limited, 1977, ISBN 0 85242 438

8 (if you canfilfind a copy on eBay, you can borrow mine)

For a comprehensive list of replica KK plans available, visit
http://www.model-plans.co.uk/keil%20kraft.htm

where there is also a history of the participation of Ernie Webster in the KK saga from 1946 to 1966.

Footnote: this article is my recollection of events almost 40 years ago. | believe it to be factually correct but if

there are errors and significant omissions, | d b happy to hear from survivors of that era, the heirs and
successors, to set the record straight.
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Further Observations on “THIS & THAT”

E knew before this war that the Germans
were masters of the art
flight in the model world

the full-sized world. They turned their atten-

tion to this aspect of aviation after World War I

when they were forbidden to make full-sized
iven craft.

As was a brgfughtoutl;ly“hphyr”inthc

anuary num MODEL AIRCRAFT, weight to

J' air disturbances, was

way in past. Results have been most
impressive, and we British want to get down
to those three things, at the same time i
for ourselves large models.

I must emphasise that weight with aero-
dynamical uncleanliness will merely cause the
model to sink like a brick.

Is that are nm; and raised
through slots in the wings. (See Fig. 2.) This
lfmoddsor

t the models bei

. Ppractical

By Lt.-Col. C. E. BOWDEN

and 1 have never found it give superior
petrol model in actual practice !
experience that counts.
The setting of the tailplane high on the other
hand, does cause out-of-phase
unless one also the wi grant that
itccrminlyworks,andrlnledomtthi:&l
entimlzcondemnit,but_aak,“lsitnecmry,
wi

is proved satisfactory ? ”*

Germans tow-launch their full-size
soarers up at a tremendous which requires
grmtﬁ‘:giﬁtyofthcmchincwhaehhnke%
and other troubles could all upset stability,
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centre-section. They maintain that a small Spanish town of La-Linia. This won me
dihed#al is more efficient. Heavens, I shall be several races, because I had craftily tested this

unpopular ! out on non-racing days, and knew exactly
_ where the thermal started its work. . 5 gives
Some Observations on Thermals a general idea of how some thermals are created.

Whilst on the subject of sailplanes, thermal

mmnndrmcxopup As it is not only “ Smoke Gets into Your Eyes **

of vital importance to the sailplane fan, I was in bed in Germany recovering from
but if you are a rubber-driven duration expert, ’flu, and my wireless was playing that well-
you pray for a suitable thermal during a know!:mne“Smokggehinay:taweyu”—lwas

currents. It is not difficult to do if you think bluey-white mg smoke against a back-
about it and know the reasons. The thermal ground of sunlight which was streaming into
therefore has a definite place in the activities of my window.

the model acroplane enthusiast, and it is well %tthebonﬁmhuﬁnmm
worth his while to purchase a book on the even a i i i

matter and understand his subj would see if I could create “ risers ” in minia-

a lovely riser today id umpteen minutes.” the extent of the “ riser.”” So I lit a candle (we

But are there many that know where a thermal always had them handy, because the electric

is likely to be found, or where and how an kL

uprising flow of air over a hill is likely to be belowmylﬁgelywrmhmgdmndofnmkcuﬁth
ow a .

air which was being sucked in from the colder i such
sea, to make room for the hea ir that was thermal, the model must circle quite tigh
rising over the hot roofs and sand of the little i i i ift.

ok
5
g
g
®
g
&
8
J

Fig. 5. How some thermals are creoted.
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My regular readers may recall that | made a block entry in the 2002 BMFA Nationals and laid the blame
Martin s door. By the way, Peter s associates are amused by the fact tahiredemntiamyaof my activities;
surdy, that is what mates araMeil, | did it again; block entered the 2003 BMFA Nationals that is, not blaming P
This mistake was all mine own.

| took stock of my models, | am not a prolific builder loh afiynsérgination, and neither do | build anything
that could be described as vaguely near exhibition standard, to boot | had made only the STOMPER in the wint
programme (building programme, that s a laugh). Second thoughts, | haveftlaa PhrBLIAAS ready for
covering, | have been messing about with that on and off all winter. The wife is off with the car thislafternoon, ¢
will go up to the workshop and stick a little tissue later on.

Drifted off course again did | n&tfdottee model stock. | have three open rubber m8jithe B three
footer in the photo;2ahe model that | flew in lass yéationals and my new off),(S8immer, lighter but not yet
flown in anger. My new STOR2RRIID do for Opeawer & SLOP and the {@BH for Vintage & Mintage. My
Gipsy was still in bits from Wallop, so no Wakefield for me and my LULU had been sucked up into the wide bl
at Wallop last year, so no glider. It had been the LULU s first ¢opiegstidvaditaunched it and was timing, he
saw the D/T tail go up but the lift was just too good for a lightweight like the LULU and it just kepthimkgoing up. |
| can blame Pete for that one though.

First day was the open events arivkdao the howling gale that was to be the 2003 Nationals. | set the estate ¢
into wind and as Open Rubber is my number one interest, began t@ asskenblelter of the back of the car. |
did not intend to risk my lighter m8delt@e higwind.
(I was saving it for theffiyHa! Hal).

With the wind being so strong, | fitted a 20 strandbbed/itor rather than the 14 strands x 1/4. It punches
through ground turbulence better with the bigger motor (that sounds like inkdowgykt Boy! the power of the
written word). Unusually for me, | had actually prepared for this yseantbddatieny motors, lubricated-and re
stranded. There are five nails stuck in the doorframe over the workshop door wheototddopegiutiesenthe
strand lengths forsteanding (I don t think Rachel the wife has seen them yet but | bet she Il be interested w
reads this).

Back to the contest, | had set up my big winding stooge in the lee of a fishing urghyalley teite ther
strain (that s ropes not blokes, it s not that big) and two to keep it upright (still looks like | knowostneg | m doing
the big ledown. | pick upZdrom the back of the car and moves around the umbrella towardgthevwasdow
out in the in the open.

Bang! all of a sudden | have myself a two piece wing. | said it was windy. That wassheterdtah@he
day s proceedings. | quickly hid the-Bitsagk@ the box and set about assemflittgc@dinue my onslaught
on Open Rubber (still saviadad the figff Ha! Ha! again).

Author with @in the winding stooge
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| went over to Control, booked in and picked up my Flight Card. Peter Spalding was doing the honours, \
quick chat and in the process, he warned me about the turbulence caused by the trees and eaeckround the |
Peter suggested that | laurver by the main runway, bear that in mind, | didn t.
| thought | had better have a quick test flight, so I put on half turns and walked out about halfway to the
There was virtually no other activity and as a result a photographer aypeargd tasrdcord the moment. Fame
again thinks I, with my new hat and name blazoned across the front | was bound to make all the magazines. (!
been a duff photographer).
Being a test flight3&nored the turbulence (what does Peter kedyvahthi88 zoomed sedately up to a
reasonable height, prop folds, glides OK, D/T pops, floats down, flips over and awaits recovery. Job done.
The maximum had been set at an easy (says who) 2 minutes3ap Wndn$6irst competition fligha wit
conservative 850 turns. With my mate John Nicholson on the watch | walk out towards the runway but not as fal
test flight. Big mistake. | make a good job of the laurRlg@esl 6aight up through the ground turbulence on the
initial bt then settles down to climb. Now Peter Spalding s warning kick3 iaabkéxr¢h@gunway she starts
bucketing about all over the place and the climb cruise is ruined. However, when the prop finally folded, she s
plenty high enoughZaninutes. Wrong.
36-3 starts to glide very brick like, two circles and half the altitude had evaporated, now we were back down
in the ground turbulence and this is halfway across the aerodrome. Two quick stalls and wallop, down to earth in
something like 1-40 or so, memory dims when recalling disasters. Looking on the bright side, it saved O-3 from a
windy fly-off (does it look like I know what | doing now? Do not think so, fly-off Ho! Ho! Ho!).
| recovered 36-3, one prop blade broken, one split and the wire hub somewhat out of shape. | decide | m going
to put in three flights if it kills me. Good old cyno, prop blades back in one piece and hub straightened. Wind up
again and move out to the runway (clever Eh!, it takes time but | get the message in the end), good launch again,
text book flight, D/T pops well up, simple max still on the airfield (any fool can do it second time).
When | got back from control, Ron Draper, the 1956 World Power Champion, had parked his camper van close
by and | popped over for a chat. Knowing Ron, from the best part of 50 years ago (frightening aint it), | decided to
give him a demo of my current prowess, as | was much less expert in those days of yore (difficult for regular fans
to imagine | know).
I wound up 36-3 again and made a total pigs ear of the launch by not being straight. 36-3 whips round
downwind, shooting off for 40 yards or so Quail high at unbelievable velocity before starting the climb. Face was
saved however as 36-3 eventually managed to get up quite high in good air and maxed again (I imagine Ron
thought just like the old days ).
That was the end of my competitive efforts at Nats 2003; | gave it best and switched to spectator mode for the
next two days.
Day two was even windier but as the wife Rachel and one grandson, 7-year old Jamie, were with me, we were
in genuine picnic mode. The weather was quite good if you ignored the wind.
Highlight of the day was the Bowden Contest; we watched the activities from the opposite side of the runway
with Ray Allbon and Peter Martin for company. It saddened the heart to see so many crashes as the competitors,
brave enough to attempt to compete, struggled with the elements. It certainly was not a good advert for aero
modelling, although | imagine there were not too many members of Joe Public watching. My grandson Jamie
however, thought it was great as he manipulated my stopwatch as an unofficial timekeeper. He kept calling out
the times, three seconds, five seconds etc and was highly delighted when someone flew away for a minute or
more. It was just as well that we were on the opposite side of the runway, as his happy chortlings would not have
pleased the contestants | m sure.
We discovered that there were polystyrene indoor models in the hanger for kids use, we had a dabble and |
resolved to bring some of my own the next day.
Day three | was on my own, | wandered about for a bit and then took some indoor models | had brought into
the hanger and had quite a good time flying my Poly-rat and a couple of other styrene models. After a while, some
little lads started kicking a football about and sure enough it finished in the corner with my models, it put a few
creases in some of the styrene and snapped a tail-boom. The damage was not serious and | soon had it all fixed.
While | was busy surveying the damage, a poor little downcast 6 or 7 year-old appeared at my elbow and set about
trying to tell me he was sorry for causing the trouble. He had obviously been ordered over by some adult, but |
managed to assure the lad that no serious damage had been done and the models would soon be all up in the
roof again.
There were quite a few lads taking advantage of the other models that had been left for them to play with and
| finished up as permanent winder-upper as they came to me, one after the other, asking for 300 turns or 500
turns. They had discovered that | had a counter on my winder. This took through lunch break.
In the afternoon, | wandered the flight line to see whom | could put the jinx on. First victim was Dave Greaves;
| spotted him winding a coupe and watched with interest as he launched and some mechanical failure in the auto-
trim devices brought a premature termination of the flight. At least it was less than 20 seconds, say |, thinking of
the first attempt rule. | ve got a nitight Dave ruefully remarked, adding That was the second attempt . | made
my excuses and wandered on looking for another victim.
| spotted John O Donnell with his lightweight shiny coupe waiting for good air. | watched and waited for him to
launch, when he did he got the wrong side of the wind, which had veered and his model staggered off straight up
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the line of parked cars, struggling for altitude in the turbulent air and dropping out of sight behind some caravan
further up the flight line. | don t think he would have maxed with that one.

Victim number three was Noel Parry, one of our regular attendees at David s Friday meetings athe hanger. |
spotted Noel with a group of the Biggles club members flying A1 or F1 whatever. | wandered over and discovered
that Noel was sitting pretty with 4 maxes already in the bag. He was getting ready for his last flight and was waiting
for some good air to fill in his full house and make the fly-off. He hadn t reckoned with my presence and when he
eventually launched somewhat indifferently, he got duff air and was down far too soon.

Although Noel slipped down to 7. place the event proved to be a Biggles benefit as other members of the club
filled the first three places.

Not my best nationals ever, but | was there.

Change of subject, David passed to me a letter from non other than John Wingate, who has now moved to
windswept Anglesey. He now lives in Amiwch, the same town that some old friends of the wife and | live in.

My May article on indoor RTP from Warring s book, prompted John to make some observations from his
experiences in the London area during that era. He recalls that RTP flying was done with a line that made the
centre line of the model 6 feet from the pole and used a pole height of 3 feet. He suggested that Laurie Barr might
confirm his recollections. | had a word with Laurie at the first opportunity but he could not recall the details. He did
remember however, being a member of a three man London champions RTP team who went up to the Manchester
Corn Exchange to compete against them Northerners. Laurie ruefully recalls that the London lads were soundly
beaten, principally because the wily Northern lads had found some micro-thin Tungsten wire for their lines whilst
the Londoners were still using furry cotton.

Now I m back on indoor again | must show you the biggest indoor model | ve ever seen. Bob Bailey turned up
with this monster model at the early Cardington meeting this year. | believe his intention must be to make an
attempt on the Absolute Indoor World Record.

Bob Bailey with his huge indoor model. Weighs in at about 2.5 grams

Bob said he was a bit disappointed with it as the CG was not in the right place. When he flew it, it looked
absolutely magnificent to my eyes.

Talking weights, | find it difficult to believe that he said it was about 2.5 grams. He further said that he would be
putting this one away for the time being as he had another that was slightly smaller but only weighed 1.6 grams
and looked a better option.

Those wings appear to be completely unbraced and the whole thing floats about at a ridiculously slow pace. |
have some nice video footage of Bob releasing the model and it floats away like some enormous soap bubble with
all the surfaces flexing as it goes.

| seem to be writing another book, don t want Clarion overweight again so | Il quit for now.
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Buildi the epf lalgélngdgreor the cabin roof.
The wing locating dowel can be seen.

Separatlng the glazed area WhICh wglllhmd | - The Iamlnated wmg tlps
to the top of the fuselage frame.
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DEVELOPMENT OF A WAKEFIELD MODEL
by Jerry Thomas — Tacoma, Wash.

The Wakefield is fairly well proven by now as I have turned out
five of the same design, and found the adjustments could be builtin
and more or less fly it off the board,

This was helpful in “S5" when I had two well adjusted models
and was getting that last minute “to make sure” test flight in, and
managed to lose one in the process. In three days I had to turn out a
new body and tail and use an older, but similar, wing. T managed to
get up to half winds in testing it the morning of the local elims when
I had to give up to start my officials,

I'lost my tested job on the 3rd flight, So T had to use the “quickie”
for my 4th, comes what may. On full winds it went up like a jewe) and
because of high wind and lack of transportation it went cross country
into the trees too, It got me 3rd in the ¢lims with about 30 sec. behind
1st and 2nd with four flights.—I managed in the semi-finals to hit my
usval California “downer” and so was just an “also ran,”

In this year's elims (1956) Gil Coughlin with copies of my job
was 6 sec, behind Joe Bilgri when his D/T worked too soon on his
Sth flight, and T was 14 sec. behind Gil for 3rd. Someday [ may break

my pattern of luck in California and get § flights without that “downer”
stuck in,

I wish we could have the Semifinals up here (Tacoma) some
day as our flights are either a nice average or an easy thermal, and not
the “things™ in California where, if you do not use more than 40 degrees
pop-up tail, you are sure to lose it. P.S, Downdrafts are just as extreme,

On side note; the airfoil is a Grant foil from an article explaining
why a Sharp L.E. is the thing for a model airfoil. It was first used by
Syd Seldon from Tacoma who was on the 52 Team. After his success
with it, [ tried it and have used it ever since.
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The sheet sides and regular cross braces are a combination of easy
construction, lighter weight and ability to get “inside” casily to check
for excess cement, With four sheet sides, you have to be too chreful
as to the choice of wood, and usually end up with too light a sheet to
handle without extreme care. T would just as soon make two slides,
which you handle most, hali again as heavy and very easy to handle
and put the savings into a stronger wing and prop.

The prop hinge is the type used by Foster. I added the reinforcing
plates when the wire pulled loose in a blade. For “take-off” gear I use
Ve inch Al tubing. Although soft, it is light and tough enough, ard it
is casy to install.—I Lorrowed Lidgard idea of tube in the nose to pro-
tect spring. After replacing prop shafts many times I started bending

the winding loop as shown. It is 10 times casier to make and works
very nicely.
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THE MOVEMENT IN ENGLAND
by C.S.Rushbrooke-- Lanéashire Model Aireraft Soc.

The most strilking factor noticeable in English model aeronauticg
at the present is the enormous increase in interest and activity
shown in recent months. Perhaps the greatest demonstration of thig
was the huge entry for the Wakefield trials held at Fairéy's Aero-
drome early in this year, the actual number of competitors alone cop.
stituting a record for an English competition.

As always, the Wakefleld Cup takes first place in the topic, ang
the declislon to send a complete team to the United States in an ef-
fort to regain the Trophy for Great Britain has had far reaching ef-
fects. Firstly, an unprecedented interest was created by the decis-
ion to get down to things seriously, and through the efforts of the
various clubs and individuals, a fund was raised that enabled the
S.M.A.E. to realise thelr ambition. The success of the scheme is
past history by now, and 1t is a mattdr of congratulation that the
English team that went to Detroilt made such a good showing. The main
objectlive was accomplished, and the successes gained in other compet-
itions showed that the 1Initial success was no flash in the pan. 1
think I can say, without glving offence, that the American enthusi-
asts had a bit of a shock at the showlng put up by the Britishers,
and this fact is golng to make for better and keener clashes in the
future.

It 1s a matter of great satisfaction to hear that a team from the
States will be coming over the water for next year's Wakefield, and
1f only for that development, the original scheme can be regarded =as
having brought the sport into greater prominence than ever. Close
contact has been made, friendships cemented, -and the whole movement
glven a "kick in the pants" that will be felt for years. I have chat-
ted with a number of the men who went to Detroit, and it is good to
know that this hobby of ours brings such a crowd of good fellows to-
gether-- the general opinion of the folk met being "Oke". The only
complaint I heard was "no time to sleep", but who'd mind losing a
month's sleep for the chance to have a smack at the Wakefield?

Big changes have taken place in the movement in England this year.
Owing to the increased interest and growth, the S.M.A.E. has ceased to
be a competitive body, and 1s now the governing factor to the whole
movement. A system has been evolved whereby individusl societies be-
come affiliated to the main body, and‘a representative from such clubs
have a vote on all matters that come up for consideration. Certain
competitions that were until now held only in IL.ondon are held simul-
taneously on the home grounds of the various societies, results be-
ing forwarded to the S.M.A.E. and the final placings worked out by
them. This has naturally lead to a greater interest in competitive
matters, and has had a far-reaching effect on the whole movement.

One other big development that has taken place this vear 1s the
1nﬁiiat1ng of indoor flying on an organized basis. At the moment
this 1s only true of the London area, where the obtaining of the Al-
bert Hell has given a big fillip to the sport. A series of special
meetings are running during the winter, and it is hoped that we shall
shortly have a batch or records on a par with the American figures.
Aztually we start under a handicap in this resrect, owing to the scar-
clty of sultable buildings, there being none of those big airship
sheds one reads so much about in American books. The general climat-
ic conditlions will most likely play a big part also, as it is gener-
ally realized that the average weather on this side of the water 1s!
not conducive to record work. However, it is to be hoped that by the
time the team crosses the Atlantic next year, there will be enough
Zood 1indoor models to give the old hands a run for their money!!
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