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I Pad users:If you are having trouble opening the New Clarion, hold your finger on it to display a menu,
then select �open innew tab". You will find the new tab to the right of the SAM1066 tab.
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This photo was taken in his home town of Leighton Buzzard
where he was born in 1906, and we assume he was about 19
or 20 at the time.
My father was fascinated by anything mechanical but
particularly cars, aeroplanes, airships. One of his earliest
projects was the construction of a working model steam
engine.
He was only 16 at the time and had no access to lathes or any
power tools. After acquiring the piston and liner he set about
producing all remaining parts by hand. This model still works
perfectly today and the photograph shows it after he fitted a
Stuart Turner fly wheel in 1966 � the original was never
satisfactory.

During this time he bought a lathe and learnt how
to use it. He built a Stuart Turner Beam Engine
from a kit of cast parts and then went back to his
old engine and built a governor for it. This addition
can clearly be seen.
His engineering skills were put to use in other
areas and he rapidly learnt the mysteries of watch
making and soon found he was capable of
repairing all types of clocks and watches.
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I am pleased to include a photo (we think pre-war) of
my father standing outside Super Model Aircraft
Supplies, 220 Wellingborough Road, Northampton.
These premises were small but sufficient to stock
building materials and the few kits that were
available. Initially, shop opening was restricted to
Saturdays and a few hours in the evening but once
my father was confident in the future of a model shop
he left the motor trade and ran the shop full-time.

The other model has a monocoque fuselage,
and incorporates internal undercarriage rubber
bands and wheel spats. Still in my possession
it is finished with a high gloss medium blue
fuselage with white silk covering on the wings.
It was accepted by the Science Museum many
years ago but they could not guarantee a date
for its display and I decided it would be wrong
to have it stored away for an indefinite timeK
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The most well known of the sailplanes was called the Gull.
The original hung in the shop right up until the late fifties but
like most of my father�s models it was passed on to someone
else. The Gull was featured on the front cover of The Model
Aeroplane Constructor magazine in May 1937.
The magazine included an article by my father on how to
build the model. This must have been so successful that the
plans were available from most model shops and a kit was
produced by Premier Aeromodel Supplies of London at 17/6
carriage paid �that�s about 87p in modern language !

I thought it would be interesting to include a copy of the
Model Engineer Exhibition Certificate awarded to my
father in 1936 for his Gull sailplane. I think it is a
wonderful example of traditional art work design and
art deco.
The illustration of the twin engine aircraft, the Queen
Mary and an A4 pacific loco shows Great Britain as a
world leaderK

The illustration on the front of the catalogue shows the 1944
sailplane called the Avis. We can still offer for sale plans of
this, and most of my father�s other designs. Whilst the
designs were always held in the highest esteem some felt
his most successful competition designs were a little
complicated and tricky to build. Priority for all of his designs
was performance and attractive lines and he was not
prepared to simplify a design in order to sell a few more
plans.
The plan�s section in the original catalogue states �All
duration types and Sailplanes are designed by E. W. Evans
� Silver Medallist Model Engineers Exhibition, and if
properly constructed will give outstanding performance.
Each model has a carefully disposed centre of lateral area,
a point overlooked in many designs.�

He was never afraid to take a clean sheet of paper and
start a new design and was keen to try out new concepts.
Although he was unsuccessful in his attempt to make the
British team in 1948 it was his unusual, but most
successful design that was to win the Cup in that year
flown by Roy Chesterton. Named the Jaguar this model,
shown here with Roy, was to become the most talked
about model of its time. The competition was held in
Akron, Ohio, USA.
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Either a competition day or flying at the local
Northampton Club Flying site, this photo captures the
activity surrounding rubber power flying shortly after the
war. Here, my father is preparing the Jaguar for flight.
Today, the Northampton Club is still a thriving club with
excellent facilities and is keen to encourage new
members. Their web site is: www.nmac.org.uk.
The Jaguar was built by many modellers and achieved
success in competitions throughout the 1948, �49 and
even �50. Plans of the Jaguar were shown in the October
1948 Aeromodeller to illustrate the article �The
Designer�sp²­°· K
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In 1952 my father�s model was a geared version
of the Vansteed called the Skylon. It incorporated
the Vansteed tail section and wing but a wider
fuselage cross section was necessary to allow
for the gears. This model was used at the 1952
Wakefield competition in Sweden and gained a
disappointing 9th place. Often referred to as the
Geared Vansteed I thought it important to include
photos as few«­¢£ªª£°±=¦~´£=±££¬=§²K

mª~¬±=µ£°£=¬£´£°=®³ ª§±¦£¢K
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Uncharacteristically, the twin rubber motors are still in
the fuselage and I can only assume this model
presented some frustrating moments. There are some
minor repairs to the tissue covering. It is shown here
against the original carrying box in which are
handwritten instruction for motor preparation for this
model and the Vansteed.
The 1953 Wakefield competition was held at Cranfield
aerodrome, England.

The new Wakefield rules which limited the amount of
rubber used was not welcomed by my father but like
everyone else he had to accept it and produce a new
model. The next photo clearly shows the
magnificence of his last design. The fuselage was
skinned in sheets of 1/32nd sheet balsa, each being
moulded to shape and laying the length of the
fuselage like a banana skin.
This model is still in excellent condition and the
fuselage joints are still impossible to see.

With two young children to bring up and a shop to run
my father gave up flying competitively and was
content to be an observer. Model aircraft meetings
became a family outing. As time passed he drifted
away from the model scene and gained his Private
Pilot�s Licence at Sywell Aerodrome outside
Northampton, flying Austers and entered another
word of aviation. Dad is seen here standing next to
his favourite club Auster which was fitted with
shoulder straps for aerobatics.
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This last photograph was taken at the Southern Gala
meeting held annually at Cranfield aerodrome. The year
was probably 1966 and we took our favourite models for
a day�s fun flying. I am sure he really enjoyed the chance
to mix amongst modellers again and I was amused at the
comments from the control-line followers at seeing the
maestro assist me. In this picture our C/L models are the
Wolverine (Oliver Tiger powered profile design), the
Spacehound (Merco 35 powered), a scale model of a
Cessna Skymaster (Webra 2.5 cc diesel powered and
designed and built by my father). Dad was somewhat
surprised when I had shown interest in building one of his
designs and he is seen here holding my Firefly. I was
determined to build this myself but when it came to
making up the motor dad took over.

Another Thrust-Line adjuster unearthed by Roy Tiller
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January 2012, Typical me, mug of tea in hand and snack box at the ready, patiently awaiting fly-off.

BMFA 2nd Area 2010, Timperley�s Terry Dobson launches.
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6th Area July 2011. Peter Watson fettles his �Top Banana�.
The dieselised Cox had prop on back to front as Peter said he could not trim it out with prop right way round.

7th Area Aug 2011.Timperley in action. Yours truly assisting the late John O�Donnell with his knitting
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2012 FF Nationals. Mike Sanderson a Warring Wakefield �Voodoo�& John Wingate �Its Me� Wakefield (I think)

4th Area Jun 2019. Phil Ball waits for good air in F1B. Rachel on the bins and clock
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Nationals May 2016. Rachel back from recovery. Could not fly without her services.

The Free-Flight Nationals is not necessarily all about model aircraft
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A neat lookingAircraft but it has not fulfilled its potential as yet
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Rob Newton matching
his transmitter to his

Night Vapor before flight
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