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*Monday 13 th February.*  Disaster day !!
Hawkes Bay and much of the North Island has suffered one of the worst natural disasters in our
history. Cyclone Gabrielle has wreaked  havoc across the country and here in Hawkes Bay the
devastation is now only starting to be revealed with the tragic loss of lives and the ruination of
infrastructure, homes and livelihoods becoming apparent.
Awatoto Field is a mess with most of our facilities  having been affected, and presently  without
access all is conjecture.  Much of the fencing is compromised and the Deans and Shade shelters
severely damaged, and our field toilet and storage shed gone, I think on its way to Chile!!
Belay that,  don�t trust the rumour mill, the toilet shed is still in place beside the stop bank over its
poohole !!  The club access road condition is unknown at this stage, but one would suspect with the
silt and the debris it will be out of action a while.  What the future holds who
knows, most people have more on their minds at present so clean up and planning will have to take
their place.

And we in UK think we have flying field problems

Awatoto field as it was for the �Warbirds over Awatoto 2023� meeting.

Pits viewto the east

Pits view to thewest
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Rory Pike with a diminutive R/C Drone

The ever popular �Hangar Rat� circling the hall & heading for the waiting basketball beams
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View down the length of the hall during a slow-flying session. The pits are on theleft.
Look at the lovely, large space for flying! There are at least nine planes there, but hard to spot.
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Leigh Richardson�s display of Leigh withthe Granger brothers Linnet,
mainly wall-paper foam models. predecessor of the Archaeopteryx.
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Leigh�s Luton Martin Monoplane. Bill Hannan designed General Aristocrat peanut,
If it lookssomewhat familiar, the original built by Leigh
used D.H. 53 Hummingbird components.
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Colin Hutchinson�s 18� span Rambler Brown CO2 fillers from Lindsey Smith�s estate.
with Gasparin G-28. Flies well indoors and out Top,2mm, with brass adaptor. Bottom, 1.6mm.

Sean�s Baby �Toots� North Pacific Sleek Streek
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