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| Pad userst you are having trouble opening the New Clarion, hold your finger on it to display a menu,
then select open in new tab". You will find the new tab to the right of the SAM1066 tab.
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*Monday 13 " February.* Disaster day !!
Hawkes Bay and much of the North Island has suffered one of the worst natural disasters in our
history. Cyclone Gabrielle has wreaked havoc across the country and here in Hawkes Bay the
devastation is now only starting to be revealed with the tragic loss of lives and the ruination of
infrastructure, homes and livelihoods becoming apparent.
Awatoto Field is a mess with most of our facilities having been affected, and presently without
access all is conjecture. Much of the fencing is compromised and the Deans and Shade shelters
severely damaged, and our field toilet and storage shed gone, | think on its way to Chile!!
Belay that, don(trust the rumour mill, the toilet shed is still in place beside the stop bank over its
poohole ! The club access road condition is unknown at this stage, but one would suspect with the
silt and the debris it will be out of action a while. What the future holds who
knows, most people have more on their minds at present so clean up and planning will have to take
their place.

And we in UK think we have flying field problems

Awatoto field as it was for the MVarbirds over Awatoto 2023C0meeting.

Pits viewto the east

Pits view to thevest
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The ever popular

Rory Pike with a diminutive R/C Drone

Hangar Rat C|cl|ng the hall & heading for the waiting basketball beams
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TOPICAL. T WISTSS

by pylonius

© box of scra
decided to face up to this New World challenge, solely

Topleal Tials

Left in the Wake 2
Those people with plenty of the green stuff (and I
don’t mean rubber lube) will even now be making plans
for a visit to the World Championship Series which,
as we all know, is doo, I mean due, to be held-across
the pond later this year. From the point of view of
those they will leave behind they are, as it were, twice
blessed, for they have also a summer to look forward to.
For us types less endowed with such a fulsome share of
the world’s wealth, other, more desperate, means than
the mere exchange of money are called for. There will,
no doubt, be quite a spate of stowaways on the Queen Mary,
while more adventurous travellers w:Iln shortly be arriving
on the Irish coast complete with swimsuits.
After ruminating upon a Kon-Tiki effort by way of the
balsa, I, for my part, have now bravely

n my merits as a model flier,
Pity, really, I would have loved to have gone.
L ® ®
A Write Carry-on

Back in the “good old days™ of acromodelling a
model journal would rely for at least 50 per cent. of its
reading matter on the long and elaborately verbose
club reports which flooded into the editorial office in a
huge, papery deluge. Since that time the journalistic
urge of the average club reporter seems to have dwindled

“almost to the point of extinction; much to the disgust
of our old typical modelling friend, J. Bloggs, who, for
some unfathomable reason, is so proud to see his name in
print.

Probably we can attribute this decided improvement
in our model journals to the modern practice of appoint-
ing P.R.O.’s, gentlemen usually pompously aware of the
high dignity of their office, but without the vaguest idea
of what the initials stand for. .

Then, of course, clubs are not what they used to be.
Nowadays, before a club can grow to any useful size
there is a general breakaway of disaffected minorities,
who then to set up shop under such titles as
The Muddleton Misfits or The Woollyhead Walkouts.
The result of this can be seen in the reaffiliation lists,
where the general score seems to be about S.2, J.1.

So, what with the P.R.O.’s on the one hand and the
8.2, J.1 factor on the other, it is hardly surprising that

MODEL AIRCRAFT

club reporting is becoming somcthing of a lost art.
Even so, there are still a few ingenious literary types
who to weave quite impressive reports around
the feeble activities of their S.2, J.1 broods. One I
particularly admire is the publicity genius of the modest

naméd Pranghurst; Ditchfield & District Model Aircraft
Society, of which our old friend, J. Bloggs, is the most
prominent member. The remaining two-thirds of the
club membership consists of F. Muggs and A. Flopp.

Even after intensive study the system by which these
three distinguished names are juggled about to give the
impression of a vast_mcmbersi:ip in a veritable
of activity, is still very much of a mystery.to me, All
know is that it works on the same principal to the armed
legions we see on the stage; the same half dozen blokes
going round and round, in endless procession.

Possibly, the wintry weather has limited the activities-
of the Pranghurst club to J. Bloggs and F. Muggs heaving
around a couple of chuck gliders in the back garden,
but, no doubt, we shall see a full length glider contest

rt in due course. Even the absence of junior A. Flopp
will be turned to good account by describing him as the
new indoor record holder—not having stirred out of his
Sunday bed for months.
o L ®

I don’t know what happens behind the scenes at our
International governing institute; it means sweet F.A.L,
to me, but their habit of changing rules is even worse
than the propensity of our area officials to ignore them.
Particularly annoying to me is the change in the cross
section rule, which now makes my 1954 Wakefield
obsolete. Lucky thing I haven’t built it yet !

I now find that I have got to eat my words. , I don’t
know how I shall fare since nobody else seems to be
able to swallow ,the things I say. But to put the whole
thing in a literary digest, I stated some time ago that at
least the team race boys were immune from the caprices
of the F.A.I.  How wrong I was; a recently published set

"of International, rules have got the team race types

running round in circles.
El [ ] [ J
V.LP.-R.S.V.P. ;
An indication that aeromodelling is finding greater
public favour is to be seen in the number of V.I.P. book- -

we are getting for our prizegiving ceremonies.
m%ut hardly can we claim aeromodelling as having

. arrived until the elusive V.I.P.’s begin to arrive also.

" Cosmic Ray

Much may be the pleasure w.e”;ct from crazy cartoonist,
Ray Malmstrom’s caricatures of modelling personalities,
but we derive even more from his caricatures of model
aeroplanes, The latest visible example of airborne comic
strip is the Martian, which, we understand, came into
being during the freak weather last December.

Why he chose to call this cosmic creation, the Mariian
is something of a mystery; obviously he couldn’t believe
an invasion from the R:?Planet was imminent | Perhaps
we would be nearer to a solution if we knew the planetary
nature of that * dot in the sky ** to which it is reputed to
climb. .

188
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models
slow start in

Control-line
made a
this country, but there is
every sign that this type of model has now

*“ caught-on ” here and that the lee-way is being
rapidly made up. 4

For the man who has become tired of losing his
model in a thermal or through a timer failure it offers
the opportunity of indulging in power model flying,
with no risk of loss, and gives him the added thrill of
being able to make the model respond to his whim.

For the man who has a Jeaning towards realism in
modelling it offers a new outlet, as near-scale flying
models lend themselves admirably to this type of
flying.

The reduction in the risk of damagc to the machine
when flown by control-line is bound to be a powerful
factor in the choice, however.

The S.M.A.E. have included a number of control-
linc contests; all of the aerobatic type, in their
competition programme for 1948, so that everyone
will have the opportunity of demonstrating their
skill in this direction.
bo.d«‘dlf While there is a reduced
Firat risk of losing your model
when it is flown on the

control-line, there is, nevertheless, an element of ,

risk involved in other directions, and it is important
that all who undertake control-line flying should
make themselves familiar with the points which
need their attention,

Lines of adequate strength, properly fastened to
sufficiently robust handles, are obviously of prime
importance, but there are many other little points
- which must not be overlooked if accidents are to be
avoided. The control of onlookers, particularly on
public open spaces, is a matter needing very careful
attention, and there are many other small items
which need the consideration of the aeromodeller if
- he desires to fly safely and keep out of trouble.

It is therefore gratifying to observe that the
S.M.A.E. Control-line Sub-committee have prepared
a set of simple rules for the guidance of control-line
enthusiasts, adherence to which will ensure safcty

of operation. ’
-

February 1948

These rules are being published in the Society’s
Handbook for 1948, now in the hands of the printers,
but the Society will doubtless oblige anyone par-
ticularly interested with an advance copy of them.

New. American
from America details of

Rules the latest rule changes
which have taken place on the other side
of the pond as a result of a majority vote of
the Contest Board of the Academy of Model Aero-

We have just received

nautics and which become effective as from the ﬁrst

of January.

Some of these rules are very sensible, but 0thcrs
need some understanding and the reasons for their
introduction are obscure.

Amongst the sensible ones one notice; the follow-
ing : Team entries must compete in the age group
of the oldest team member ; proxy flying permitted if
the Contest Director is satisfied the builder is physically
disabled ; only one model can be entered in any one
event ; total of three flights to count instead of
average of three ; minimum of two lines for safety
on speed control-liners ; control handles limited to
within 6 in. beyond hand of flyer ; fixing of standard
control line length and number of laps for speed
flying ; use of three timers with 1/10 sec. or better
watches.

New rules which are at variance with the British
viewpoint are : The “ten-minute flight limit ” rule
for scoring, which is double that found satisfactory
during our contests last year and which has been
adopted by most European countries ; elimination
of wing loading on hand-launched gliders, with the
best three of ine flights count ; .hand-launching of
rubber models permitted for records ; flights of less
than 40 sec., with free flight power models to classify
for “ no-flight.”

We find it somewhat illogical to call for a landing
gear on a rubber-driven model and yet permit
hand-launching, whilst the fixing of a no-flight time
of 40 sec.—considerably in excess of the normal engine
run—does not seem reasonable.

Two technical rules of interest are noted. In the
case of power-driven models four-stroke engines
are to be encouraged by rating them as only 6o per
cent. of their actual piston displacement, although
no discrimination is made in the case of compression-
ignition engines, although these are in greater need
of a separate classification ; and tailless models are
to be encouraged by taking two-thirds of their
projected area as the basis of classification. This is
somewhat on the lines considered by the F.A.L in
introducing the total arc method of classification
this year, which is better in that it provides greater
freedom of design of all models.

The elimination of wing loading and fuselage
cross-section limits on power-driven models and the
fixing of a power loading limit of 100 oz. per square
inch is also an important change, and the results of
this development will doubtless be watched with
interest here as it may well be the solution to the
power-model classification problem.

29
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On the evening of 31 May 1915, two
airships of the Army Airship Service, LZ37
and LZ38, set off for London. The LZ37 was
forced to turn back following damage to
her outer cover but LZ38 had no problem
following the course of the Thames all
the way to the capital. The airship's crew
dropped incendiary bombs on a number of
locations, causing several fires-and resulting
in four fatalities, including two children.
Even though the Zeppelin raids had been
widely expected Londoners were shocked
by the brutal reality of all-out war and
the inability of the authorities to tackle
the intruders. The LZ38 had passed
almost unseen, unhindered by search- !
lights or hostile fire. Fifteen aircraft of the  Further raids followed and while the : ‘,The Rl nolg

i car' was used to lower
RNAS had taken off in pursuit, but only drone of the airships' engines did cause : an observer beneath the
one pilot caught so much as a glimpse of fear among the civilian population, the i €louds This example is

i on display at the Imperial
attacks failed to create the widespread : War Museum in London.

27

the airship.

» Count Zeppelin: the authorities with a powerful propaganda
‘Stands London where it
did my child?' The Child:
'Yes Father, missed it

again. Punch cartoon

from 1915,

weapon and the nocturnal raiders were
soon labelled as 'baby killers'

Then began a game of technological
catch-up. Gradually the British improved
their defences with searchlights and anti-
aircraft batteries surrounding London, as
well as new aircraft which could climb
higher and attack the Zeppelins with
incendiary bullets to ignite their hydrogen
gas. But by the spring of 1916 the first of the
‘Super Zeppelins' had arrived on the scene,
beginning with L30, and these could fly
even higher while carrying 5 tons of bombs.

It wasn't until 7 June 1916 that the
British claimed their first kill. Sub-Lieutenant
Reginald Warneford brought down LZ37

» > Recruiting

poster celebrating
Sub-Lieutenant g
Warneford's achievement
in bringing down the

LZ37 in June 1916.

terror anticipated by the Germans - partly

because the British Government had
. imposed restrictions on reporting the raids.
: More significantly, the Zeppelins provided

28

which was returning across the North Sea
after an aborted raid. Just over a year
later Second Lieutenant William Reefe
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Robinson shot down SL-11 over Cuffley,

Hertfordshire. Although this was actually

- senatte-tanz i, s destroction was ||| SPORTSMAN BATTALIONS

celebrated as the first Zeppelin destroyed Did you know?
over British soil. These successes pushed When the British

the Zeppelins ever higher and accordingly, mo mEcKEn i ZEPFHJ" ¢ airship R101 crashed

each new type was bigger than any
before, culminating with the L70-class
Type-X of 2 196,300cu ft (62,200cu m)
which had a theoretical range of around
7,460 miles (12,000km) and a ceiling of
20,000ft (6,000m).

In retrospect, the Zeppelin raids on
England were an expensive exercise, both

it A
in terms of resources and the loss of FOLLOW Hls LEAD in the village church
AND JOIN THEH

airmen and one which had little impact

upon the outcome of the war Even so, this spuﬂTSMA"'s BATIA”“" Bedfordshire.

period of unparalleled aeronautical progress

et

and won the V.C. into a hillside near
g == :  the French town of
Beauvais and was
:  destroyed in the
¢ ensuing fire, the RAF
: flag flying on her
tail survived intact.
It is now displayed

at Cardington,

Apply E. GUNLIFFE-OWEN, Hotal Osoll, Strand, Lonson,

would pave the way for the ensuing age of

sarm 1
W OATHANEN [, frivem 78 ey S Sty W

international air travel

he First World War saw the Zeppelins
:Tprogress from simple craft that could
;travel between cities within Germany, to
i streamlined leviathans capable of linking
éthe continents. This feat was most clearly
- illustrated by the flight of the L59 which,
;in November 1917 had departed from
* the southernmost Zeppelin base at Yambol,

in Bulgaria, on an audacious rescue flight
to take vital supplies to the beleaguered
troops defending Germany's last African
colony, Deutsch-Ostafrika, otherwise known
as German East Africa. The intention was to
make the 3,600-mile (5,800km) journey as
a one-way trip. The airship was loaded with
ammunition, machine guns, rifles and medical

supplies. Once it reached its destination
the airship was to be cannibalised; the
framework to be used to build barracks, the

fabric and gas cells converted into sleeping :
bags or clothing, and the Maybach engines
would run generators. 5

: « The L2126
Amerikaschiff under
construction in 1924.
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Vintage Rubber~Just for Fun -~ by Max

ft was back in about 1982 that I made the discovery that there were still blokes

building real "old” planes with balsa, tissue, dope and, in extreme cases, even
with balsa cement.

Almost at once [ waved goodbye to radio control and threw in my puny lot
with these time-warped "vintage" loonies. .

I suppose that I had never been entirely at home with m'pdcm radio control
with its plastic covering, cyano cement and engines that were more powerful
than an Atco lawnmower; so to find thdt there was still a beautiful old-

fashioned world where weight, or lack of it, was still king, came as a blessed
relief. '

In order to take my place among this merry band of ancients I painstakingly
built a Korda 8oz. Wakefield from a kit. '

“tpl, t117

Didn't fly. Still hasn't. Weighs a ton. e
However, that was more than ten years ;igo and it isn't the pc;int. The point

is this: beguiling though the proposition was of a lot of daft old sods stuck in
the thirties and forties still building the same old models in the same old way,
the truth actually turned out to be very different.

Go to any SAM 1066 rubber comp and there they all are, crowds of docile old
farts in shorts down to their ankles, dozens of thick-lensed reading glasses
hanging from scrawny necks, varicose veins standing out like whip-cords,
innocently clutching their nice simple “vintage" models just like they did fifty
years ago.

Just like fifty years ago? Don't make me laugh.

These crafty old buggers are surfing flat out on the crest of a technological wave
which could propel us all to the outer edges of the universe if it was not just
focused on vintage aéroplanes.

If the Mitsubishi Corporation could harness just half of the inventi veness and
technology which is concentrated into Middle Wallop in the middle of each
August it could take over the world by next Wednesday at the very latest.

Let us consider, for example, the simple dethermaliser.

Nf)w in my day the absolute summit of DT sophistication was to light the fuse
with the, then very new and very expensive, gas lighters which had an

. 2djustable flame and .would light.in a wind.. Lesser beings, meanwhile, used
the barely glowing ends of their Rizla roll-u ps.
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Thus, when [ built the aforementioned leaden Korda [ naturally fitted it with
‘what {-thought was a state-of-the-art fuse-type DT. "However; when 1 fronted’
up at my first SAM competition I found most of the cognoscenti were not using
fuses at all, gas lit or any other kmd they were using something called a

Tomy timer.

This took me aback. Tomy was not a word I had heard in 1953.

Fortunately, an article appeared in one of the early SAM 35 Yearbooks which
described how to obtain and modify a Tomy motor so that it performed as an
utterly reliable, almost weightless, ciockwork timer for actuating a DT

Right, if that is what the geriatric hot shots were doing, I'd do the same. Lead
me to the Tomys.

The next competition was eagerly anticipated but when I arrived and wandered
round the paddock checking out the opposition I found that in DT technology |
was still, so to speak, parting my Brylcreemed hair in the middle and keeping
my trousers up with demob braces. In short, I was out of date.

These crafty old wallahs had only told people like me how to make one of their
secret bloody timers because they themselves had long since upped sticks and
moved on. Although they still used the Tomy, theirs bore little resemblance to
my clumsy old-fashioned attempt. '

Never mind, | was steered towards one Bob Jones from whom [ bought a super,
modern, bang-up-to-date, ready-made Tomy timer, and my daughter
subsequently bought me yet another even more sprauncey ]ob from Mike
Woodhouse. "Look out world,” I thought "I'm on my way.’

Some hope.

Arriving confidently at the next meeting a-bristle with the latest Jonesian
technology I find - and you won't believe this - I find that one of those senile,
myopic, baggy-shorted old buggers has worked out that you can actually save
about 0.0001 of a gram if you take the spring out of a Tomy and rely instead on
the natural puli of the DT actuating rubber band to drive the timer.

How the hell can you compete with nit-picking on a cosmic scale like that? All
[ can say is that the Americans should be eternally thankful we decided to do
vintage Wakefields and not enter the moon race instead. .

I mean, imagine the weight of a farty little bit of a spring makihg ény difference
to the flight performance of anything at all let alone anything I'm ever likely to
build.

And it doesn't end there does it;. if you crack the DT thing there's still the
rubber isn't there.

Personally, and call me conservative, but I rather liked the old FAI black stuff.
Good stout rubber that. You could use the same motor for what seemed like
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years: and you could repair it endlessly and easily because it broke a strand at a

time -~ I've got motors that have got more ties than turns - then when the thmg
was too knackered to fly you could sole your work boots with it.

But along came "Tan".

In order to keep up in the headlong technological race we all had to have "Tan".
It's wonderful stuff, we were told. Much better than that old power-surge black
stuff.

In fairness, it wasn't bad and I bought several boxes of it only to fmd that the
baggy-shorts had outflanked me yet once more.

Having enticed me into laying in a not inconsiderable horde of “Tan", | descend
on the next meeting to find all the antediluvian competition luvvies mincing
about the field congratulating each other on wonderful flights made with
something called Tan TWO!

“You can get so many more turns on, dahling."

“I'know, George, I'm up to 1200 and there's bags more to come and | heard that
Bunty's just got 1500. Super.”

"Tan TWO???", I scream. "What's that???"

For Chrissakes, how do they all find out about all this new stuff all at once?
How do they know and I don't? Do they spend all night, every night on the

phone telling each other where to buy daft sandals and the latest bloody
rubber? Do they? | want to know.

OK, if Tan TWO is what it takes then Tan TWO we shall halve Tﬁn TWO s
ordered in every possible size. This is serious. %% and %", Tan TWO for
every frigging eventuality.

There's only one trouble; my Tan TWO breaks. It doesn't break one strand at a
time so that you can repair it, and nor does it break when you try to crank on
too many turns either. No, this useless bloody stuff breaks all at once across all
strands like it's been cut with a knife, and on only 300 miserable turns the very
first time you wind it. Grrrrrrrr!!

When I chanced to mention this to one of the “inner sanctum" he blithely replied
that oh yes, he thought he might have heard something about a dodgy batch of
TWO and advised that I should look for the right shade of Tan Two. “The right
SHADE" | squawk. "What is the right bloody SHADE?"

So now apparently when we buy rubber we need to know which shade of Tan
itis, which plantation it came from, whether it was grown on the southern

slopes, what vintage it is.and. whether or not it was Chateau flaming boxed or
not.

Give me strength.
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But I'm not beaten yet and lest you think I'm ressgned to staying behind in this
vintage techno-race let me give you a warning; this is war.

So if, even as | write, deep in some mountain lair, you are a grizzled old
Wakefield flyer working on a jewelled movement for your latest titanium
Tomy, forget it brother. Don't waste your time. You are already way, way
behind, because next year my models will have no DT mechanism at all and
that saves grams baby; big, big grams!

Instead, my tailplane will be held by a single pubic hair exactly 0.85 inches long,
extracted from a four year old female Gluck squirrel, only two of which are

known to survive, and these are in the remotest part of Uzbekistan seldom
visited by man.

(Except Mike Woodhouse that is, who goes twice a year.)

This intimate hair has been found to be the only fibre known which has exactly
the right brcakmg strain to hold a Copland tail in p]ace in flight. There is not so
much as a microgram of surplus weight.

When the plane has maxed, as you should know it has done on every single test
flight, in all conditions, I simply shoot through the Squirrel hair, the tailplane
pops up and down she floats, gentle as you like.

Oh, and in case you are wondering, a season's supply of this rare and precious
hair costs £1,500 from Woodhouse M., but don't bother to write, I've already
cleaned him out. I've also cornered the market in Tan SIX.

Read it and Weep boys. - r\! i ™
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Sean s Baby Toots ) North Pacific Sleek Streek
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Lir Seouting Stimulus

AMay 26th-27th saw an impartant conference that
may hove widespread effects on acromodelling,
when leaders of the Boy Scouts mavement met at
R.ALE. Hakton to discuss the future of the Air Scout
branch. Inaugurated in 1941, the Air Scout bhranch
had a natural appeal during the war years, and wus
very popular, since when it has settled down o
a comparatively snall but enthusisstic membership
which has shown a gradual increase in the last fuw
years.

The recent appuiniment of Air Viee-Marshal
J. G, W. Weston, C.B., O.B.E., RAF, as Head-
quarters Commissioner for Air Scouts will do much
to expand this useful hranch of the Scout movement
in the United Kiogdom, He fimily believes that
Air Scouting fulfils u great need for air-minded
boys who wish to further their acronautical interests,
whilst at the same time following normal Scouting
activities. "I'he Air Ministry atfers ofticial recngnition
to "Troops of Air Scouts who fulfil certain conditions.
Recognition makes the Air Scout T'roop cligible for
assiatunce, where practicable, from R.ALEF. Stations,
and for Scouts who have reached a ecrtain standard
of proficiency to tly as passengers in Sceviee nireraft.

Our Minuging Editar had the privilege  of
addressing the meeting on the subject of acro.
modelling, as a result of which the Proficiency
Badge requirements have been made more realistice,
particularly as regards the expected abilities of
a junior Scout in relation to his more senior
counterpart. It was indicated that whilst very few
Scouts could expect 1o get into the air until such
time as facilities are more plentiful, @ model aireraft
could ben the hands of every boy, and much could
be learnt of air requirements from the construction
and fiving of individual models.

Other speakerss were Mr. Paul Minton, instructor
at the Lasham Gliding Centre, and Mr, Gerald

ollinger on the subject of Aircraft Recognition,
under the chairmanship of  Air Vice-Marshal
C. N. Bilney, C.1., C.IL.LE.

Lebensraum

The above term, flogged to death and destruction
by the late (hut nat lamented) Adolph Hitler, may
well be applied to the present day Hying Geld
situation. In practically every part of the country
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Alr of realisns is captarsd by J. Rayae In ibis
low angls phatograph of hia Allbam Sabre
powared APS Fullgn, fFor the ahktter-bugs,
his gdrice (2 to povitium tha Coronel Cub
camers & fi. from the model, and 100 yds,

Srom a suitable hangar,

scromodelling s opemtng  under
great difliculties due to the lack of
reasonable focilities for free Hight
activities, and there is every indica-
uon that the situation will worsen.

We well know that some grounds have been lost
to the acromodelling fraternity through the thought-
luss actions of ane or twa clots, but that does not
help to alleviate the knowledge that many bundreds
of well-mannered fellows are prevented from getting
the most out of their hobby through the occasional
lack ol co-aperation where a suttable ground is
aviilable, There are still 0 number of mare-or-less
derelict acrodromes seattered over the countryside
that would prove a haven for such enthusiasts, but
it would appear that there is far more ditheulty in
secuting access to such places than to a fully-
manned, Service station!

Why? We haven't a clue, other than that in
reneral such unused "dromes are manned (if at all)
by a skeletan staff, reduced 1o a minimum at week
ends, and probably scared stiff of the responsibilities
that may come their way were a3 band of wild-
looking acromodellers to descend on their blissful
Sundny afternoons. Whatever the reasons, it
gricves us to pass by expansive scrodromes com-
pletely void of plane or person, knowing full well
that not far away enthusiastic acromodellers are
cating their hearts out for want of Hying room,

Scriously though, we would weleome any
suggestions from readers that may help in preparing
a correct approach for the use of reasonable flying
room, for there can be no daubt that the lack of
free-flight space is slowly strangling the movement.
Designer’s Loss

As we close for press, we learn with sincere regret
of the sudden death of Mrs. Anna Smith, wife of
the well-known designer of the populur Veron kits.
Phil and his family were regular visitors to the
popular rallies all over the country, and our readers
will join us in tendering our sincere sympathics to
Phil and his two young children in their sad loss.
S.MALE. Change of Seeretary

As a result of the resignation of Mr. ). A. Gordon
from the otfice of General Secretary of the Society,
an Emergency Meeting of the Council has asked
Major S. D. Taylor to rclinquish the office of
Competition Secretary and take over the duties of
General Secretary with immediate ¢ffect.

Mr. B. A. Mussom has agreed to carry out the
duties of Competition Sccrctary and has been
appainted to this office.

g3a
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Speed gen

Recent correspondence from abroad indicates
that there is an even greater dearth of information
on speed matters than cxists at home, so the
following lists of current F.AL  International
Records should be of mterest. Both frec-flight and
control-line categortes are  recognised by the
International group, though much grearer attention
is paid to the tethered elasses than the free-flighters,

FREE FLIGHT
Record No. 4 Rubber-driven: V. Davidov
(USS.RY 11/7A940 107.08 k/'hr.
Record No. § Power-driven: E. Sules (U.S.A)
20/7/1949 129.76 k/hr.
Record No. 23 Radio-control: K. Stegmaier
(Germany) 21, 3/1954 58 k'br.

In the above classes the record s measured over
a courst of 30 metres (164 ft.) for models with
rubber motors, and 100 metres (328 {1.) for models
with mechanical motors. The course must be
Hown in both directions within 30 nunutes, times
taken as the mode! enters and leaves the course
{(airbome of course!) and the mean of the two runs
made gives the record speed. The figure recognised
18 that of the next whole number below in km/hr.,
and cach new record must beat the preceding record
by at least § kmy/hr.

CONTROL LINE
Reeard No. 27 Class I (0-25 c.c): R. Gibbs
(Great Britain) 18/12/1955 208 kshr.
Record No. 28 Class Il (2.5-5 c.e.): R Gibbs
{Great Bntain) 25/9/1935) 235 k/hr.
Record No. 29 Class 111 (5-10 c.c.): L. Berke
(Ilungary) 2/10/1954 255 k/hr.
Record No. 30 Class Jet: 1. Ivannikov (U S.S.R.)
8/8/1955 275 kfhr.

I'iming of control-line records is over | kilometre,
and here again any new claim must cxceed the
previous record by at least 5 kmjhr,

Prime intercst is shown in cngines used by
record holders, and the following details are
relevant to the above:

Stiles ... Triumph 51 (8.226 c.c.)
Stegmaicer ... Eisfeld DV3 (6 c.c.)
Gibbs (Class 1) Carter Nipper (2.41 c.e)
Gibbs (Class 11)... Carter Special (4.83 c.c.)
Berke . McCoy 60 (10 c.c.)
Vassiltchenko M.V.4

Advance gen for philatelists

Regular readers and many of our overseas readers
are keenly aware of our editarial interest in foreign
stamps, particularly those featuring the hobby of
seromedelling. We have published facsimiles of
many such stamps in the past, and now it is our
turn to publish a stamp illustration that has not
yet been issued.

It will be put into circulation next year by the
I.LPA., Oporto's main acromudelling club, in
Portugal, and is entitled “Acromodelling is the
beginning of a dream . . . Whether it will be
used for postal services or as an envelope emblem
or sticker is not yet clarificd, but as an illustration
we consider it onc of the best yet sven.
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Errata

To st the record straight, our recent feature on
Mults (May issue) credited the wrong person for
building the scale Lockhieed Constellation n
phota 5. This model was built by ). M. Walling of
the Glevum Club, and has heen demonstrated by
him ut many rallies. He specialises in four-engined
tvpes and is at the moment engaged on a seven-foot
Bnstal Britannia, and from the photos sent to us,
it lanks like being 2 most outstanding modcl.

Hungry Heifers

The whole of Csmbridge feit sorry for David
“Dusty” Miller, Chairman of Cambridge M.A.C,,
when his hrand new high-chimbing power job
fanded among n crowd of hungry heifers.

I'rouble  started when “Dusty’s” meodel went
0O.0.5. after three minutes an its third flight in
the d/c Hamley Trophy, which also coincided
with Club’s annual power cvent. His AN 2§
powered red and white pylon model disappeared
into the blue above Oakington Airfield and
“Dusty” heard no more until next morning,
when he received a phone call from an amused farmer.

“Your model hinded among my heifers who
decided to eat i1, said the farmer. “What happens
if they are ilI?”

“Dusty” collected what was left of his model—
the engine, two bearers and part of the pylon
with address label!

The Cambridge Daily News ran the story with
headline, “Heifer so sad tale” together with
picture of “Dusty’s"” model before its last flight.

The furmer Jates commented, “My stockman
was more than a little surprised when he saw the
herd crowding raund what was left of the model,

‘Anyway cows are daft enough to cat anything.

Mine have not started flying yet and they have not
asked to join the AT.C.”

Happy ending: “Dusty” won the Club's power
trophy with a three flight tatal of just over 8 mins.

T
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Strange but true,
this little tandem

wing job really flies. Any % c.c.
motor will supply ample power.

CAN almost hear the aeromodelling wits murmur-
) ing, on seeing the Martian, ** evidently a case of
what you lose on the tailplane (non-existent!)
you make up for on the wings” Well, frankly,
that’s about it, and when it comes to real flying, this
tiny tandem-wing certainly has no need of a tail-
plane. Simple to build, easily trimmed, it has
proved to be a very stable little job in the air. The
following notes are for the less experienced. To the
old hand, resting for a while from the nerve racking
business of building contest jobs, the Martian should
present no problems, and provide just about a couple
of evenings’ light entertainment, before this dimin-
utive little job is ready for the wide open spaces.

Fuselage

Trace the shape on } sheet. The lucky ones with
some 6-in. wide stock tucked away can do it in one go.
Others with only 3-in. wide sheet handy must make
the fuselage in two parts and dowel and cement
them firmly together. Add the engine mount,
drilled for the engine of your choice, noting here
the right thrust (viewing model from the rear).
Add blocks A, wing platforms, fin, and the four
dowels firmly cemented in, for the rubber bands.
Add to this the undercart blocks and 5 ply inserts,
if you are going to use an undercart. The undercart
legs are simply bent from 16 s.w.g. wire with
bushed balsa or celluloid wheels retained by small
washers soldered on. Round cff all edges. Give
two coats of clear dope and lay aside.

Wings

Front and rear wings are built in exactly the
same way. Leading and trailing edges are cut
from sheet. Pin these over plan and add ribs. Set
root ribs by means of the template X, provided.
A V-cut is made on the leading and trailing edges

by Ray Malmstrom

at the points shown, and the outer panels raised
by 1}-in. Cement generously at crack, and add
gussets. Join right and left wing panels together,
supporting at correct angles until dry. Sheet with
# the two centre sections. Cover, water shrink, and
give one coat of clear dope. Please see that your
wings are absolutely true, and free from warps.
This is important. Add the trimming elevator tabs
to trailing edges of the rear wing, with aluminium
hinges. Cement incidence block (from # sheet)
to L.E. of front wing. Decorate model with either
coloured tissue or trimstrip, and give one coat of
fuel proofer. Bolt engine complete with 6 x 4
propeller in place, assemble wings-and balance
model at point indicated.

Flying

Choose a calm day and a field of long grass
for your test flying. The model is usually flown
without the u/c, and the settings that produced a
very satisfactory flight performance with the original
Martian, are detailed on the plan. Slight engine right
thrust, with the trim tab on the fin offset to the right
(model viewed from the rear) about } in. The elevator
tabs on the rear wing are bent up to the angle shown.
The model is very sensitive to these elevator tabs,
and they should be adjusted a little at a time.
When the correct setting has been found, they should
be locked by cementing. A $-3/32 packing under
the trailing edge of the rear wing was found to be
necessary. Naturally the settings will alter from
model to model but these from the original model
can serve as a starting point. Get the glide as shallow
and as straight as possible, avoiding any tendency
to stall. Violent turning on the glide can be cured
by raising the wing tip on the inside of the turn
by packing at the centre section. Throttle the engine
down, or fit the prop. on the wrong way round
for your first power flight. The engine torque should
give a wide climbing turn to the left. With this
first flight successfully logged vou can begin to
open up. One other thing, avoid power turns to
the right. With this type of model they usually build
up into a spiral dive.

With a § full tank (FD46 engine) the Martian climbs
to a dot in the sky. So either limit your power run,
or start chasing. You have been warned !
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