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Editorial

Right where are we? This issue has stretched to 61 pages for some reason, not that I’m
complaining, I can handle more if you send it in.
The new BMFA Contest calendar with revised competition content is now underway, I do not
understand the differences, but as I no longer am able to compete I have not kept up with the
detail. If anyone has any comment I’m sure readers will be more than interested, please writ-
up something.
Active flyers please take time out to take a few pictures and scribble a few lines on events for
the membership to savour. May bring more contestants to the comps.
Peter Thompson will be running two more ‘Chasetown’ indoor meets, see add.

OK what’s in this issue?

 First up a flash back to the 1980’s with the Bournemouth gang on ‘Cloud Tramp’ day.
 In 1956 Pylonius has, amongst other topics, a bit of a dig at the probable thoughts of

government on the Model Plane issue.
 I present another of my old Clarion articles from November 2003.
 Nick Peppiatt reports in detail on the SEBMFA ‘Crawley’ free-flight indoor meeting, 23rd

February 2025.
 1946 Model Aircraft News Review concerns itself with the new-fangled Diesel engine

and comments on the SMAE Annual Dinnner and Prize Presentation.
 Engine test is the AM 10 R/C.
 We have lost another of our number in the death of Dave Clarkson.
 !955 Aeromodeller, in Heard at the Hangar Doors, tells of kerfuffle over combined

world championships, GPO Radio Control licences and World Records for R/C models.
 A report and pics on what was to be the last ‘Chasetown’ indoor meeting. Organiser Peter

Thompson has since procured further dates for the remainder of the year. See add.
 Wikipidia’s  info on the Sea Otter flying boat.
 Our archivist Roy Tiller is now up to 1931 in our vintage magazine stock with pictures

and designs of the era.
 A bit more from our chairperson on his ‘Jimp’ restoration and a bit of electric.
 Another Nick Robinson paper airplane, I cannot get my head around the folding of these

designs. Does anyone out there have any success with them?
 Martin Pike writes of his adventures with a couple of ‘A’ frame pushers ex Walsall’s

Tony Hall. These models fly much better than they are given credit for. They flew well
in my hands as a win at Wallop proved.

 Roger Newman writes of things North Wales and offers his usual three plans for the
month.

 There is a report on a patent from 1876 for a flying model plane. All correspondence is
offered for your comment.

 We wind up with our secretary’s monthly Notes focussing in the main on our SAM1066
combined event with the Croydon Club. The Croydon event being an all in Cagnarata comp
whilst our comps will be, Combined Glider, Combined Rubber and mini-vintage
Rubber/power.

Editor
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Blast from the Past - John Taylor

Bournemouth Club members ready for mass launch of Cloud Tramps in the 1980"s

This pub is the local in East Boldre.
In 1910 a flying school was set up here. It only lasted for two years before closing. In 1914 the
RFC took over the site which was on Bagshot Heath.
With the development of heavier planes in WW2 the old site at E Boldre could not be used as
the ground was too boggy. In 1942 3 new runways were constructed across the road on Hatchet
Moor using the brick rubble from bomb damaged Southampton. This site was completed in just
11 months, and was known as Beaulieu Airfield.
The airfield was used by the American Airforce and the R.A.F. and later by Coastal Command.
The R.A.F used Hatchet pond for dive bombing practice.
In 1950 the R.A.F moved out and in 1959 the site was returned to the Forestry Commission.
The runways and Peri-tracks were dug up and the area left to revert to heathland.
It is now covered in areas of dense gorse.
Model flying was tolerated by the Forestry Commission. Until Last year when free flight models
were banned as being Not Appropriate "Electric only R/C” is permitted but with some
restrictions.
After all the disturbance to the wild life in the past what harm can our small models cause?

Free Flight R I P

John Taylor
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Extract from Model Aircraft April 1956

Model Aircraft April 1956
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Clarion, November 2003 - John Andrews
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Extract from paperback ‘Clarion’ November 2003
John Andrews
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Indoors isn’t for Everyone No.86 - Nick Peppiatt

SEBMFA ‘Crawley’ free-flight indoor meeting, 23rd February 2025

This month I have several indoor meetings I could report on, but I will concentrate on the
second meeting at The Triangle, Burgess Hill, as it was entirely free-flight. A number of
competitions were held, which were in the long established ‘Crawley’ format, interspersed with
fun-fly slots. In fact, this was the 50th year of Crawley Indoor. This time we were strictly
confined to one half of the large hall, with a flexible netting curtain separating us from the
other activities taking place. However, unlike last year, the conditions were quite benign, with
the ventilation being kept under control. Whether this was a result of the outside weather
conditions, luck or some other factor is not clear to me, but the result was minimal drift and
turbulence throughout the meeting and the times of the ultra-light duration classes were much
more respectable. For a report of the first The Triangle meeting, please see IIFE 74, (NC
March.2024)

Peanut Scale entries:-
front row, left to right, Mike Stuart’s Vought Kingfisher, Nick Peppiatt’s Tefft Contester,

Peter Brown’s Cessna 165 Airmaster,
back row: -Alasdair Deas Waterman Mercury Gosling Racer, and Steve Haines’ Nesmith Cougar.

The number of entries in the competitions was encouraging.
One of the most outstanding flights of the meeting was that of Alisdair Clark’s electric
powered 1923 Cycleplane, with all of its seven wings. He deservedly won the Open Scale
competition with this model.
Unfortunately, I did not get a photo of his Peanut Scale entry – the Gossamer Condor, another
cycleplane, which was of a nine inch fuselage length. It is clearly a very fragile model as it was
kept in a box, except when flown.
Alisdair’s other speciality is autogyros and he also flew his twin rotor Twirly Flyer design, the
plan of which was published in the February 2008 edition of Model Flyer. The model flies to
the left with the motor torque and the inside rotor is set at a higher incidence than the outside
and turns much faster, a remarkable sight.
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Open Scale entries:
from left to right:- Alisdair Clark’s 1923 Cycleplane, Peter Brown’s Piper Cub, Nick Peppiatt’s Sablatnig SF4,

Mike Stuart’s Auster B-4, Terry Adams’ Bristol Freighter and Steve Haines’ Currie Wot.

Mike Stuart’s beautifully finished Vought Kingfisher Peanut – placed second.
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Alisdair Clark’s 1923 Cycleplane with seven wings – Open Scale winner

Alisdair Clark’s Twirly Flyer. Plans were published in Model Flyer magazine.
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Alasdair Deas fine Nieuport 11, from the Nowlen Aero kit
(see last month, IIFE 85, for more on Nowlen Aero).

These meetings always include mass launch events for the Hangar Rat and Ikara Butterfly.
This year Ken Taylor was the HR champion.
I was unable to launch on this occasion as my motor broke whilst winding. However, I did
succeed in making a good flight, at last, with an Ikara Butterfly, coming second to the young
maestro Tom Goodwin.
Once again thanks are due to the SEBMFA and the Crawley club for organising and running this
indoor meeting. Next year’s event has been booked for Sunday, 22nd February. Long may they
continue.

Triangle Indoor 2025 Results

Open Scale (6 entries) Flight Static Total

1 Alisdair Clark 1923 Cycleplane 18 47 75

2 Nick Peppiatt Sablatnig SF4 17 36 53

3 Stephen Haines Currie Wot 29 19 48

Peanut Scale (6 entries) Best 2 flight (s) Static Total

1 Stephen Haines Nesmith Cougar 121 42 163

2 Mike Stuart Vought Kingfisher 87 50 137

9 Alisdair Clark Gossamer Condor 69 41 110
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Legal Eagle (9 entries) Time (m:s)
1 Terry Adams 3:09 + 3:09 = 6:18
2 David Goodwin 2:55 + 2:49 = 5:44
3 Tom Goodwin 1:54 + 1:51 = 3:45

Gymminie Cricket (4 entries) Time (m:s)
1 David Goodwin 4:17 + 4:06 = 8:23
2 Ray Davis 2:23 + 2:18 = 4:41
3 Chris Warmington 2:02 + 1:58 = 4:00

EZB (5 entries) Time (m:s)
1 Robert Horton 6:48 + 6:24 = 13:12
2 Tom Goodwin 5:58 + 5:52 = 11:50
3 Rob Funnell 4:11 + 3:18 = 7:29

Living Room Stick (8 entries) Time (m:s)
1 David Goodwin 6:08 + 5:54 = 11:52
2 Tom Goodwin 5:46 + 5:24 = 11:10
3 Nick Peppiatt 5:18 + 5:12 = 10:30

Hand Launch Glider (3 entries) Time (s)
1 Tom Goodwin 25.3 + 24.9 = 50.2
2 David Goodwin 20.1 + 19.8 = 39.9
3 Alisdair Clark 10.1 + 9.5 = 19.6

Catapult Launch Glider (6 entries) Time (s)
1 Terry Adams 31.9 + 29.8 = 61.7
2 Alex Cameron 29.0 + 28.2 = 57.2
3 David Goodwin 27.8 + 26.8 = 54.6

Nick Peppiatt

Legal Eagle Gyminnie Cricket
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News Review - Model Aircraft April 1946
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Model Aircraft April 1946
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Engine Test: A-M. 10 R/C - Aeromodeller April 1966
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Aeromodeller April 1966
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Aeromodeller Departed: Dave Clarkson - Lauren Morgan

We have lost yet another of our iconic
modellers, Dave Clarkson passed away
on 7th March 2025 aged 82. He will be
sorely missed.

Daughter Lauren offers here an
excerpt from his eulogy.

David Charles Clarkson was the middle
of three brothers, born and educated
in Liverpool. He attended University
achieving a 2:2 in Chemical
Engineering.

Both within his Chemical Engineering
Career, notably at Costain, and within
his Aeromodelling Career; he loved to
travel far and wide.
He frequently travelled to Poland and
Russia where he established his
preference of Polish vodka over
Russian. Although his drink of choice
was red wine, with his enjoyment of

Pinotage a firm favourite from his time spent living in South Africa.

He appreciated the history and culture, particularly whilst travelling to Eastern European
destinations as well as further afield to Japan and China. He would bring back items such as
kites, artwork and Aeroplane parts which he turned into an importing business.

Dad really did live for his planes and had such a respected wealth of knowledge and experience,
writing numerous articles in publications such as Aeromodeller and contributing as part of
committees and flying clubs.

His love was flying to which he often provided coverage and both directed and competed in
Goodyear and Slow open power competitions.

He enjoyed great success with a list the length of your arm of medals and trophies spanning
over 4 decades.

Dad was granted his Diploma in 1978 by the Federation Aeronautique Internationale and was
further recognised by the Royal Aero Club in 2008 with a Bronze medal for outstanding
achievement in Aviation as well as a certificate of Merit from the Society of Model
Aeronautical Engineers for his meritorious endeavours.

Lauren Morgan



20

Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller April 1955
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Aeromodeller April 1955
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Chasetown Indoors - Editor

This last indoor season 2024/25, Peter Thompson was able to promote a series of indoor
meetings in the Midlands at the Erasamus Darwin Academy, Pool road, Chasetown, Burntwood,
WS73QW. Until this month I have had no reports of these meetings but Colin Shepherd has
provided a few pictures from the final meeting on March 8th.
These meetings stem from the Sneyd meets set up by Alan Price in Bloxwich and Peter is to be
applauded for his  efforts in keeping indoors alive in the Midlands.

Derek Richards in the foreground
organiser Peter Thompson astern

Here we have Alan Price, the long-time previous
organiser of these events, preparing his mylar
covered lightweight Gyminnie Cricket for a
flight.

These lightweights will comfortably exceed
four minute flights in normal sports halls.
Certainly six minute flights have been made at
Thorns.

Colin Shepherd tells me this new hall, found by
Peter, is a little narrower than the old venue at
Thorns but slightly higher with less ceiling
furniture making hang-ups much less likely.
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Graham Smith with his Newport Monoplane Bob Rich and his Damoiselle

Mike Brown, first taking a break Then up and away with his KK Elf
during an R/C Slot

Looks to be a nice light venue, fingers crossed Peter can follow up for 2025/26 season.

Pictures Courtesy - Colin Shepherd

Editor
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The Sea Otter - Wikipedia

The Supermarine Sea Otter.
An amphibious aircraft designed and built by the British aircraft

manufacturer Supermarine. It was the final biplane flying boat to
be designed by the company, and also the last biplane to enter
service with both the Royal Navy, and the Royal Air Force.
The Sea Otter was developed as a refinement of
the Supermarine Walrus. It was designed to be used for longer
range operations, to perform dive bombing and to operate from
a wider range of vessels than its predecessor. It was first known
as the Stingray. The aircraft's development was protracted
by Supermarine's commitments to the Walrus and
the Spitfire programmes.
The Sea Otter first flew on 23 September 1938. A production
order was issued in 1942. Upon its introduction during the latter
years of the Second World War, the Sea Otter was primarily
tasked with maritime patrol and air-sea rescue duties by both
the RAF and the Royal Navy. After the war, the type was
procured by the Royal Danish Air Force, Dutch Naval Aviation
Service, and the Royal Australian Navy. Supermarine undertook
the conversion of surplus Sea Otters to be used by civil
operators.
Design and development Background
The origins of the Sea Otter can be traced back to
the Supermarine Walrus. Even prior to the Walrus's maiden
flight, the company's design team, headed by R. J. Mitchell,
were working on an improved version of the aircraft that was
powered by either Bristol Aquila and Bristol Perseus radial
engines. In February 1936, Mitchell approached the Air
Ministry's Director of Technical Development to determine
desirable performance attributes in the tentative aircraft prior to
the detailed design commencing. From these discussions, it was decided to pursue a dive
bombing capability, an elevated loaded weight, longer range, and for it to be fitted with equipment
for operating from both aircraft carriers and cruisers.
On 17 April 1936, following Supermarine's submission of technical details, including detailed
drawings and costings, the Air Ministry issued instructions to proceed with a pair of
prototypes. Progress on these two prototypes was slow, due to production commitments associated
with both the Walrus and the Spitfire programmes. The most visible difference between the Walrus
and the Sea Otter was in the mounting of the powerplant; while the Walrus had a rear-facing engine
with a pusher propeller, the Sea Otter's engine faced forward with a tractor propeller. In general, the
exterior of the Sea Otter was cleaner than that of the Walrus, particularly in its engine arrangement,
having disposed of the offset engine alignment to counteract torque by handling this via the vertical
stabiliser instead.
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Into flight
The first prototype, K8854T, performed the type's
maiden flight on 23 September 1938, piloted by
Supermarine's chief test pilot George
Pickering.] During the flight, it was quickly determined
that the original two-blade wooden propeller was
inadequate. It was later replaced by a three-blade
counterpart produced by de Havilland, although this
also failed to produce entirely satisfactory results. The
propeller was changed again, this time to a four-bladed
unit of which the pairs of blades were unusually set at
an angle of 35° instead of the usual 90° so that the
aircraft could be more easily moved within shipborne hangars and other enclosed areas.
After the prototype's third flight, the name Stingray was changed to Sea Otter. Pickering observed
its performance during the flight was noticeably better, particularly during takeoff. Over following
flights, minor defects were identified and promptly resolved. During February 1939, sea recovery
trials were begun from HMS Pegasus, resulting in some deviations being made from the standard
practices used for deploying the earlier Walrus. The British Admiralty requested some changes,
including that the nose be reprofiled to reduce its tendency to spray water, as well as the installation
of a three-blade Rotol constant speed propeller. Five months later, catapult trials were conducted
involving HMS Pegasus. General seaworthiness trials started during September 1939. They took
place at Southampton on account of a possible German attacks upon Felixstowe.
Into production
On 26 January 1940, following the visit of a high-level technical delegation to Supermarine, the Sea
Otter was ordered into production. It was stipulated that the aircraft needed to land at a lower speed;
this was achieved via alterations to the wings. Other requested alterations included the addition of a
nose-mounted Vickers K machine gun and greater headroom on the flight deck. A contract for 190
Sea Otters was issued to Blackburn Aircraft later in 1940, but the contact with the company was
cancelled the following year, as it was unable to accommodate the extra workload.
Accordingly, it wasn't until January 1942 that the Air Ministry placed a production order for the Sea
Otter with Saunders-Roe, who had previously manufactured the Walrus as well. Due to cooling
troubles found with the Perseus engine, the powerplant was changed for production aircraft to
the Bristol Mercury XXX engine, which drove a three-bladed propeller. The first production Sea Otter,
piloted by Jeffrey Quill, performed its first flight during January 1943. It was promptly transferred
to RAF Worthy Down for its initial flight trials, and subsequently to Helensburgh for further water
handling trials. Several minor alterations, including an elongated water rudder and a sting-
type arrestor hook, occurred around this time.
Of the 592 aircraft that were at one point on order, only 292 Sea Otters were constructed. This was
largely due to type's production run being disrupted by limited production capacity and by a sharp
reduction in military demand following Victory in Europe Day and the end of the conflict.
During the postwar era, a large number of Sea Otters were converted for civilian use. The cabin
was soundproofed and furnished with heating systems. In the cabin, seating for four passengers,
a chemical toilet and a stowage area for baggage were provided. As they were intended for use
as bush airplanes in remote areas, versatility was an important aspect; to allow cargo to be carried,
the cabin floor was strengthened and fitted with lashing points, and the passenger seats made easily
removable.
Operational history
During November 1944, the Sea Otter was introduced to operational service; by the time that the
type was inducted by its fourth squadron, the Second World War had ended. The aircraft was
primarily operated by both the RAF and the Royal Navy for both air-sea rescue and maritime patrol
roles. While the aircraft primarily performed naval reconnaissance missions , it proved to be superior
to its Walrus predecessor in the secondary role of retrieving aircrews from the sea. This role
comprised a major portion of the Sea Otter's postwar activities into the 1950s.
On 19 July 1950, Lieutenant P. Cane performed the last operational sea rescue of a Sea Otter,
taking off from HMS Triumph (R16). A F4U Corsair had been shot down by anti-aircraft fire, forcing
the American pilot to ditch into rough seas. Cane's aircraft landed and the American pilot was
rescued. Cane succeeded in returning the Sea Otter to HMS Triumph, and was later awarded the
US Air Medal in recognition of his actions.

Wikipedia
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DBHLibrary - Roy Tiller

Report No.170 Our earliest books.
This month we move on to 1931 and F. J. Camm’s  “Model Aeroplanes and Airships”, published
by Newnes as part of their “Home Mechanic” series.
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Below are some examples from the book of gliders and rubber powered stick and fuselage
type models.
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Simple Tractor Monoplane

.

tension to bend it; 35 S.W.G. piano wire
bracing is used throughout

A Fuselage Monoplane
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Roy Tiller, tel 01202 511309, email roy.tiller@ntlworld.com Roy Tiller
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A Bit More for the Board - Tony Shepherd

I’m pleased to be able to start by telling you that in response to my request for assistance
with selecting a suitable engine for my Jimp airframe, further correspondence has arrived
from Mr David Cox of South London.  It actually came in the form of a natter on Salisbury
Plain at the 1st BMFA Area meeting, but be that as it may, the advice is to go for the AM35
so I will probably be heading in that direction but I have to say that the decision may not be
quite that easy to make following recent events!  Read on!
David arrived at the meeting with no less than four Jimps.  He told us that they were all ready
to fly having been thoroughly tested and trimmed out at Chobham over recent weeks.  So No1
went up albeit a bit off trim - but worse than was to follow as the RDT failed to respond to
continued button pressing and the model was heading for the hills with David moaning like Old
Nick.  It should be pointed out that he regards RDT as the Spawn of Satan and as far as he
was concerned this was further evidence to support this view.  Anyway the upshot was that
the tailplane eventually flipped up and the model landed – later forensic examination suggested
that it might have been an operator error situation!  I didn’t see quite what order the rest of
the Jimps went up in but there seemed to be problems of varying degrees with all of them and
everything was off trim. The result was that David got a couple of maxes in the new “Open”
class but dropped his last flight and overall was rather miffed.  I tell you this as I’m now
wondering how much of his advice to take.  Was the super performance he was getting early on
in his “Jimp Phase” merely down to the fact that he was using an ultra high quality airframe
that he’d been given by one of his fellow Crookhamites.  I’ll let you know if and perhaps how
this all gets resolved in a future offering.
So in the meantime thoughts have returned to a model that I started just a few months ago
and which is now well advanced in its build – it just needs finishing off really.  In the report on
the Odiham meeting in one of last year’s NC’s Nick Peppiatt mentioned that I’d been flying a
Knight & Pridham KP01 powered Electric Cardinal.  The article and free plan originally appeared
back in the August 1996 Aeromodeller (if you haven’t got it Outerzone will provide the details)
and was my first attempt at electric flight.  It has been used in fits and starts over the years
but last year, after a bit of modern, Knight and Pridham timer electronics had been installed
along with an RDT, it suddenly became my GoTo model and was the provider of many a happy
flying session.  This burst of enthusiasm made me realise that something new was required for
another KP01!
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For those of you that don’t know its history, Derek Knight designed the KP01 way back in about
1985.  It was a self-contained motor/gearbox/nicad system for models around the 28” span
mark weighing up to 4oz.  You simply fast-charged the battery from a 6V lead acid or 4 x D-
type nicad pack, then removed the charging plug, flicked the prop forward and the inbuilt
switch would start the motor spinning and you launched the model.  Nicads are capable of being
run down to empty so the amount of charge you put in governed the motor run time – charge
them for 3 minutes for the maximum run with a shorter charge time for shorter runs.
Brilliantly simple!

In time nicads were outlawed so Derek had to go over to Lipo cells and as these aren’t as robust
as nicads and an electronic motor run timer became necessary to go with them as full discharge
is not an option with Lipos.  However the motor/gearbox stayed the same.  It is all provided,
pre-wired, with everything on plugs and sockets.  If anything the performance improved due to
the battery holding it’s charge for longer.  Recently Derek has modified the prop fixing
arrangement as he got fed up with making the front ends of the shafts and now uses a nylon
hub held on with two small screws to fix the prop, also incorporating a slipping clutch in case
of collisions.  And it’s in this form that you can still buy them so the KP01 has now been around
for about 40 years – that’s significantly longer than the production run of Mills 75 diesels!

As for a suitable model, Outerzone’s Free Flight Sport Electric category has several suitable
offerings,
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https://outerzone.co.uk/browse_plans/category/results.asp?Level=3&Cat1=FF&Cat2=Electric
&Cat3=Sport
- some of which were even designed specifically for the KP01.  I’ve actually selected a model

originally designed for a Telco CO2 motor – the 26” span Mini-Helides.  This is based on the
original Helides 7 which was designed by RA Grasmeder and featured in an Aeromodeller from
1950.  In more recent years it became popular as a Mini-Vintage competition power model after
John Bailey won the class at the Free Flight Nats with his and even Thommo built one which he
described in the September 2010 NC.
At the time of writing my Mini-Helides is constructed with all but the motor and its gubbins
and the RDT left to go in but, in order to get the balance right, that will only happen once I’ve
applied the tissue to the Mylar and that will only happen when the weather warms up enough
for me to do the job in the garage!  Hopefully I’ll be able to tell you more about the finishing
off next month and maybe even give a flight report!

KP01 electric units are available as complete plug-and-play sets or individual components and
spares from Knight & Pridham http://kpaero.com/ and also from Mike Woodhouse at Free
Flight Supplies https://www.freeflightsupplies.net/index.php/products/electric-items

Tony Shepherd
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Paper Airplane: Moth - Nick Robinson
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Back to Square One - Martin Pike

‘A’ frame twin pushers over Wales

I’m generally a scale model builder and flyer,
but I find it hard to resist flying things just
for fun.
Our editor John Andrews has given up flying
models (what a lightweight….he is only 91!) and
kindly gave me some of his models. Amongst
these were two A frame pusher models, built
by Walsall’s Tony Hall, which John acquired
when Tony passed away. I don’t think I ever
met Tony.

A frame pushers were very popular from around 1911 to the 1930s when single tractors
took over. They appear unusual, but the counter-rotating props eliminate torque
problems and they are said to be both longitudinally and spirally stable. The props act
as rudders, I am told.
I am not sure what the models were
called or where the plans are. The
larger model with the exposed motors
is very similar to George De La Mater’s
model described in Air Trails
December 1941.
The two models were in good condition,
needing only a few tissue patches to
the flying surfaces and wire hooks for
the motors. Rubber choice (thanks to
John’s records and memory) was:
2off (4x 1/4” x fuselage length), that
is 16”/14” for the smaller model and
2off (6x 3/16” x fuselage length), that
is 18”/16” for the larger one. I braided
all the strands of the larger motors
with 20 turns, to keep them together.
The wire motor restraints may prevent
it sagging, but they frequently catch up
part of the motor on winding.
My main issue was working out how to
wind and launch the things single-
handedly. Having miss-wound the
rubber a few times (counter rotating
pusher props….confusing) I marked the
winding ends with “clockwise” and
“counter clockwise” to reduce
mistakes.
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My stooge consisted of two skewers driven into the grass to retain the prop end, with
a further two tent pegs through the prop hooks. The clutches have a habit of
disengaging before winding, and need to be checked. Holding the first wound motor
whilst the second was wound required another pin for the smaller model.
The larger model is difficult to store, being wide and flat but also long, it does not fit
in my normal model boxes. It does slide nicely onto my car’s internal roof bars, once
I’ve made a bag to protect it.
Conveniently, if you wind
clockwise on one and counter-
clockwise on the other using a
mechanical counter, you come
back to zero as you finish
winding. After installing the
wound rubber ends and checking
the clutches are engaged, there
comes the launch. I found it best
to hold the rear spreader bar to
stop the props with one hand and
hold the fuselage at the balance
point. An overhead launch with
the props starting sight unseen
is a bit odd, but they do have
good longitudinal stability and
are forgiving.
I only had a few flights on the
day before the wind got up, they
tended to circle right, not
gaining much height on the
conservative (300) turns. The
incidence of the fore plane
seems to be the main
adjustment. The fore plane seat
of the smaller model will need
adjusting to get it to sit
consistently.
Both models look and handle
strangely in the air, but they
have promise. I think I will adapt
them to BMK band burner d/t’s
as they look like they could really
fly off, and a long burning fuse is
too close to the structure for my
liking!

I will update you….

Martin Pike
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North Wales Report - Roger Newman

Occasional Notes from North Wales: March 2025

On things unorthodox.
Last month's notes mentioned a power plan carried over. Whilst searching through for a choice
for power plan of the month, a small delta had been unearthed, with the plan being published
in the July 1957 Model Aircraft mag. As the designer was a local flyer known to the old
Wolverton & District Model Club, to which I belonged as a humble junior, it seemed a nostalgic
choice. However as the search process continued, it uncovered another small delta that bore
more than a passing resemblance to the previous model. The latter was designed by Paul del
Gatto & published in Model Airplane News (USA) in August 1954. Very strange? An A4 print
of each of the two models then seemed to indicate (to me) that they were probably one & the
same basic model with a few small changes. Both are depicted below. I leave readers to decide
whether this is a coincidence or a degree of plagiarism? If a case of the latter, certainly not
the first occasion that designs have crossed the Atlantic. Nevertheless, either version would
be yet another good model to build for sport flying.

Regarding the subject of delta wing models, at least three others spring to mind: Delta 1
designed by John Lancaster published in November 1952 Aeromodeller & powered by a pusher
Mills .75 that was incredibly stable in flight, as proven in latter years of flying at Middle
Wallop when John built & flew his latest Delta 1. The other two were both designed by
Squadron Leader Laurie Ellis – Vultan, published in the January 1954 Aeromodeller & the
Javelan similarly published in the March 1955 Aeromodeller. The former being a name take-
off of the AVRO Vulcan & the latter of the Gloster Javelin. Again, I remember seeing a Vultan
at one of the 1950's rallies but at which I do not recall!

For the sake of posterity, they are all pictured below.

Delta 1 Javalan Vultan
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Competition Rules
As our readers will have noted of late, there has been debate & discussions on
competition rules & (lack of) entries. Both public & participating interest was probably
much higher regarding the new fangled concept of model flight in 1910, not to mention
the embryonic full size aviation scene. Competition flying was at an early stage – read
the following thoughts on rules back in those days!
Note the last para – no Tan-2 in those days!
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Cambered Wing Aerofoils
Modellers such as Martyn Pressnell & Martin Simons have published authoritative
works on aerofoil sections for fellow modellers & I have often wondered about the
origins of cambered aerofoil sections. Whilst yet again browsing, the following info was
unearthed.
Horatio Phillips and Cambered Aerofoil Design
Horatio Phillips advanced the discipline of applied aerodynamics with his wind tunnel
experiments in the early 1880s. These experiments quantitatively demonstrated
George Cayley's theories relating to cambered aerofoils in that cambered aerofoils
produce more lift than flat aerofoils. Phillips used the results of his experiments to
build three flying machines that, although they had only limited success, applied his
theory of lifting surfaces.
Phillips used the results obtained in his wind tunnel experiments to design a series of
cambered aerofoils based on the shapes of birds' wings. He called these the "Phillips
entry," or "blades for deflecting air." They had greater curvature on the top than on
the bottom and were called "double-surface aerofoils." In 1884, he obtained a patent
for eight of these aerofoil sections, which were of various widths and curvatures. The
theory of lift that these wings demonstrated was based on the variation in camber
between the upper and lower surfaces of the wing. If the curvature of the upper
surface of a wing was greater than that of its under surface, according to this concept,
the air would flow over the upper surface at a greater velocity and produce lower
pressures than on the underside. Hence an upward force (lift) would be generated as
the higher pressure under the surface sought to become equal with the lower-pressure
air above the surface.
In 1891, Phillips filed a patent for another cambered wing section. In this patent, he
described how the section reacted in the airstream. He stated that when the airstream
moved over the curved upper surface of the aerofoil, the air pressure would decrease.
Therefore, the lifting action of the aerofoil was due to a combination of the lower
pressure exerted on the upper surface and the higher pressure exerted on the lower
surface. By creating a double-surface aerofoil with less camber on the lower surface
than on the upper surface, the air pressure would be higher underneath and lower on
the upper surface. This would create more lift. He concluded that force would be
greater above, in the form of negative pressure than below, which was applied in the
form of positive pressure.
Phillips' designs demonstrated the first truly modern aerofoils. His findings were
widely disseminated, and thereafter all serious flying-machine developers used
cambered aerofoils.
Using the knowledge he had acquired, Phillips in 1893 produced a flying machine that
resembled an open venetian blind on wheels. Sources differ in their description of the
flying machine, but its wings consisted of 50 slats, between 19 feet and 22 feet long
by 1.5 inches wide that were mounted two inches apart. The apparatus measured 9.5
feet high and rested on a long wooden frame 25 feet long. A coal-fired 6-horsepower
engine turned a single twin-bladed pusher propeller at a rate of 400 revolutions per
minute. The entire machine weighed between 350 and 385 pounds and rested on a
tricycle undercarriage. It was tethered on a circular track with a 628-foot
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circumference where it moved at some 40 miles per hour . The two back wheels, which
supported most of the weight, rose from the track for a distance of 150 to 250 feet.
His 1904 multi-plane was another application of the theory of lifting surfaces. Again,
the wings looked very much like the slats of a venetian blind. This apparatus had 20
lifting elements. It tail unit was in the shape of a cross and was supported by a three-
wheeled undercarriage. The engine, built by Phillips himself, was a four-cylinder water-
cooled in-line engine that produced 22 horsepower and powered a wooden tractor
propeller. It was 13 feet 9 inches long, 10 feet high, weighed 600 pounds , and could
move at 34 miles per hour. Its frame was made of spruce, ash, and steel tubing and was
covered with a calico fabric.
The multi-plane was tried out at Streatham, England, and managed a short "hop" of
about 50 feet (15 meters).
Phillips' final effort at flight came in 1907. This aircraft was a larger version of his
1893 plane. This machine had four venetian-blind-wings in tandem and was powered by
a 22-horsepower engine that turned a tractor propeller. This plane flew some 500 feet.
It was the first powered flight in England. Although he did not continue building planes,
he had clearly demonstrated that flying machines should always have cambered wings.

Horatio Phillips patented his cambered-aerofoil shape in 1891. Hiram Maxim, another
aviation inventor, published Horatio Phillips' wing in his publication titled "Natural. "

Phillips' 1904 multi-plane had 20 lifting elements. It flew about 50 feet.

However Mr Phillips didn't quite get everything absolutely spot-on – as per the
following note published in the very first edition of “the Aero” - predecessor to “The
Aeroplane” journal.
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Gibbs Guides & things electric
or a euphemism on slow progress on the building front. Plans have been received, albeit
the Triangle turned out not to be to 100% scale but as it's last on the list, not a
problem. The bits of electric stuff, mostly donated back to me by our Hon. Chairman &
Hon. Librarian, have been evaluated to see what is missing (quite a lot) but again not
a short term problem – yet, as airframe construction will be the order of the day,
starting with the Simplex 40. However looking at the electric bits made me realise
how much has been forgotten during the 5 + years that I've been inactive, inclusive of
LiPo do's & don't s. A very recent conversation with John Taylor on that subject
elicited very helpful information about Gibb's Guides, which John recommended as the
easiest way of taking knowledge on-board relatively painlessly. So I visited the
relevant website & purchased an e-book on LiPo’s that has been extremely informative
& dissipated a few of my concerns. . The website home page lists 9 guides with a promise
of more to follow. Look at www.gibbsguides.com for information. Otherwise, still
finding tools & building aids but with a goal of getting the Simplex wing under way
shortly.

May-Welsh

The sight of this pic below struck a chord in as much that our Membership Secretary
is putting on a free flight scale event in North Wales in May (advertised in the NC).
How about building a Beechcraft Staggerwing for the occasion – here is a sample plan
for one version of a small free flight model – seeing this line-up should stimulate a bit
of building enthusiasm? Email me for a pdf of a plan (rogerknewman@yahoo.com)
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Model Location/Retrieval for the elderly?

Plans for the month

Glider: Sheilagh published in Model Aircraft Nov 1949
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Power: Trolley Bus – another high thrust line model from the UK this time but a bit
larger than the Wedgy or Triangle. Published in the February 1952 Model Aircraft
mag. Has anyone ever built one?

Rubber: The Flying Cloud – an elegant pre-war Berkeley design from the USA

Roger Newman
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Flying Toy Patent - Steve Kimminau

Editor: I received the following emails, any comment from anyone

Subject: Lewis Carroll and ‘Bob the Bat’ - Victorian Flying Toy
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Editor; emails here as received

Linda and I are members of the Lewis Carroll Society, wanting to replicate and fully understand
the rubber powered ‘Bob the Bat’ model, which seems to be a derivative version of the Penaud
“Helicoptere.”

It is significant not only from its English history, but also because an American version was
given to the Wright Brothers by their uncle, reputedly sparking their interest in controllable,
as opposed to erratic, powered flight.
Is there an interest in the Society of Antique Modellers to research and recreate some of
these models?
Kind regards,
Steve Kimminau, Secretary Lewis Carroll Society

On 19 Mar 2025, at 16:45, BRIAN RIDDLE <riddles192@btinternet.com> wrote:
Dear Steve,
In reply to your e-mail, further to the material that has previously been forwarded to Linda,
please find attached the latest reference which the early aviation historian Simine Short has
uncovered - a 'Toy' patent application (1876 No.3036). The fact that it is described as being
"in the form of a bat" suggests that it may well be the flying toy which was featured
in Scientific American Vol.36 (3) January 20 1877 page 38 and subsequently a few weeks later
in the British publication Design and Work Vol.2 (10) February 10 1877 and Cassell's Family
Magazine April 1877, however as the patent application has no accompanying illustrations it is
difficult to confirm definitely, but it does contain an extended text as to how such a flying toy
could work.

Interestingly the application was submitted by John Clayton Mewburn who was was one of the
original co-founders of the patent law firm Mewburn Ellis which is still active in the field of
intellectual property law, the company's web-site recording:-
"John Clayton Mewburn was a talented and enthusiastic young patent agent when he founded
his intellectual property office in London in 1867"

Mr. Mewburn was presumably submitting the patent application on behalf of a French client.

Concerning the project of reconstructing a replica of the flying bat model, you refer to the
SMAE however the Society of Model Aeronautical Engineers was incorporated some years ago
back in 1987 in what is now the British Model Flying Association. As suggested to Linda I would
suggest that you contact in the UK the Society of Antique Modellers
(e-mail:- secretary@sam1066.org ) which is a community of aeromodellers which specialise in
building replicas of pre-radio controlled flying models.

For your information, my interest in space and aviation history generally stems from the over
36 years I worked in the library of the Royal Aeronautical Society until my staff role of Chief
Librarian was made redundant at end of October 2020. (see patent pdf above).

Steve Kimminau
Secretary Lewis Carrol Society
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Secretary’s Notes for April 2025 - Ray Elliott

Secretary’s notes for April 2025

SAM 1066 together with the Croydon Club will be holding contests on Salisbury Plain on
either the 14th or 15th June; the exact date will be decided on the Thursday prior to the
event and will depend on the weather forecast.
The Croydon contest will be for rubber models and will be run to the Cagnarata format ie all in
classes with K factors. The eligible classes with K factors and maxes are as follows.

Class K Factor Max (secs)
F1B 1 150
4oz Wake 1 150
8oz Wake 1 150
Mini Vintage Rubber 5/4 120
F1G / Vintage Coupe 5/4 120
P30 5/3 90

There will be trophies awarded for the highest placed F1B, 4oz and 8oz Wakes, and the
highest placed Norman Marcus design in Mini Vintage.
FIG scores will count towards the Southern Coupe League.
With regards to the SAM1066 contests these will be (provisionally)
Combined Vintage / Classic / A1Glider
Combined Vintage / Classic Power
Mini Vintage Glider/ Power
…………..
The first Area Meeting under the new Combined Format was held on the 9th March. Whilst it
is very early days there are one or two indications of how things might pan out as the season
progresses.

1. There was a strong entry of flyers flying electric models in both the Open and Mini
groups 7 out of 19 in Open, 8 out of 18 in Mini). 4 of the top 6 in Open and 3 of the
top 6 in Mini. Both classes were won with electric models. Total electric entries 16.

2. Only one F1G flown in Mini. The total number of rubber entries was 12.
3. Total glider entries 16
4. Total power entries 7

Food for thought. Ray Elliott
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Events and Notices
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Provisional Events Calendar 2025
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

February 22nd Saturday Coupe De Brum, Luffenham
or February 23rd Sunday

March 9th Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 23rd Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

April 6th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
April 18th Friday Northern Gala, Luffenham
or April 19th Saturday

May 4th Sunday BMFA 4th Area
May 24th Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
or May 25th Sunday

June 1st Sunday BMFA 5th Area
June 14th Saturday Croydon, & 1066, Salisbury Plain
or June 15th Sunday

July 6th Sunday BMFA 6th Area
July 26th Saturday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe
& July 27th Sunday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe

August 9th Saturday Southern Gala, Salisbury Plain
or August 10th Sunday
August 23rd Saturday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 24th Sunday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 25th Monday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe

September 7th Sunday BMFA 7th Area
September 13th Saturday Stonehenge, Sculthorpe
& September 14th Sunday & Equinox cups

October 4th Saturday Croydon & 1066, Salisbury Plain
or Sunday 5th Sunday
October 12th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 25th Saturday Midland Gala, Luffenham
or October 26th Sunday

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org



61

Useful Websites
SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight Society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kits - www.belairkits.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Vintage Radio Control - www.norcim.org
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, Patrik Gertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
John Andrews www.johnandrewsaeromodeller.webs.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership Secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


