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Alisdair Clark explaining his Caproni Ca
60 to judge Don Coe. Side view of the Caproni CA 60.

Mike Stuart�s beautiful Blackburn Ripon
torpedo bomber, second in Open Scale.

Peter Brown�s Pietenpol Air Camper
homebuilt, fourth in Open Scale
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Alisdair Clark�s Gossamer Condor man-
powered aircraft in Peanut form.

Alex McMeekin�s Wainfan FMX-4
Facetmobile Peanut.

Joe Krush K777 Living Room Stick
built by Nick Peppiatt

Very light Peanut Pietenpol Air Camper (9.8g
all-up) built from the Peck kit by Alisdair Clark
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Open Scale(6 entries) Flight Static Total

1 Nick Peppiatt Sablatnig SF4 27 36 63
2 Mike Stuart Blackburn Ripon 26 35 61
3 Stephen Haines Currie Wot 25 29 54

Peanut Scale(6 entries) Best 2 flight(s) Static Total
1 Stephen Haines Nesmith Cougar 102 53 155
2 Mike Stuart Vought Kingfisher 97 55 152
9 Nick Peppiatt Clutton FRED 81 57 138

Legal Eagle(5 entries) Time (m:s)
1 Terry Adams 2:54+ 2:51 = 5:45
2 David Goodwin 3:01 + 2:39 = 5:40
3 IanPearce 2:22 + 1:57 = 4:19

Gymminie Cricket(4 entries) Time (m:s)
1 David Goodwin 3:47 + 2:29 = 6:16
2 Ken Taylor 2:11 + 2:02 = 4:13
3 Tom Goodwin 2:46 + 1:26 = 4:12

EZB(2 entries) Time (m:s)
1 Robert Horton 5:20 + 3:21 = 8:41
2 Stuart Willis 2:05+ 1:54 = 3:59

Living Room Stick(4 entries) Time (m:s)
1 Tom Goodwin 4:53 + 4:36 = 9:29
2 Nick Peppiatt 4:46 + 3:50 = 8:36
3 David Goodwin 4:18 + 3:24 = 7:42
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Catapult Launch Glider(8 entries) Time (s)
1 Tom Goodwin 32.2 + 31.4 = 63.6
2 Terry Adams 30.8 + 29.3= 60.1
3 Alex Cameron 28.6 + 26.5 = 55.1
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SEBMFA Triangle meeting, competition prizes (left and)raffle prizes (right)
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John Andrews at Grantham & Luffenham
Early in July I received a call from Peter Spalding inviting me to an open day and Bar-B-Q at the

Grantham club�s farmers fields flying site.  Wednesday 14th July and I was on my way, past Barkstone and
down some country lanes and a farm track into a flying site similar in layout to Old Warden but somewhat
larger.  The field is a good trimming site and large enough for rally�s of some sort or other.

I settled down near the Bar-b, I don�t like to be too far away from food.  It was more than a little breezy
but I was there so I was going to fly.  Before I assembled any models I visited the ever present John Hook and,
after buying a fuel bottle, I finally remembered to get myself some thinners.  I came away with a whiskey bottle
full, some guys must have thought I was still on the meths.

I assembled my Stomper and prepared for a short trim flight.  I had decided to attempt to straighten
out the climb a bit and had fitted a couple of thin washers under the engine lugs to give a little left side thrust.
I fired up the motor and launched with about a 4 second engine run.  I had straightened out the climb alright,
straight up into the wind and over the top.  The motor cut when the model was upside down, but the model
had just started to roll and I watched with ever tightening cheeks of my bottom as the descent and the roll
carried on.  Thankfully the roll just beat the descent and the Stomper was almost level when terra-firma arrived,
no harm done apart from my blood pressure.

That was enough of that for me, out with the spanners, out with the washers and back to factory
settings with the thrust-line.  Next attempt, back to normal on the climb but the glide was all over the place and
Stomper appeared to be pushed into the floor by some giant hand.  The penny dropped, the field was bounded
on the upwind side by a huge stand of trees and the very strong wind was boiling over the top creating
phenomenal turbulence way down the field.

Stomper was back in the box in short order whilst still in one piece and I thought I would try my rubber
model 36-4 which was supposed to be for windy weather.  I put quite a few turns on to give enough power to
clear the turbulence but not enough.  Up goes 36-4, whips round the corner, wallows all over the place and is
finally pushed into the ground.  John boy does not give up though, more turns try again, same result only
higher to start with.  Still stubborn, I try even more turns, even higher but same result.  This time the prop
folded but, with no sign of a glide, 36-4 was pushed into the ground yet again.  The balsa and bamboo cabane
wing mount did not survive this time and most of it was removed by a wing down arrival on terra firma.

I gave it best and sat in the boot of the estate and cynoed all the bits back together, then off to snack
at the bar-b-q.  Great stuff, we even had a posh glass of wine to wash it all down, that�s what aeromodelling
should be like thinks I.

About now I noticed numerous chaps wandering about with Gaz Lanterns and packs of Gaz cylinders,
it transpires that Rod Brigginshaw was emptying out some closed down factory�s abandoned stock.  I missed
the boat as usual.  Rod made a couple of attempts to fly his large open electric, but although he went off well
down wind to launch, he still was hooked up with the turbulence and any thoughts of trimming soon vanished
and he, Bert Whitehead and myself slipped into conversation mode.  We moaned about the weather men�s
mistaken prediction of dropping winds later in the day.  As it was about 4 o�clock by this time and Rod had to
go back down the A1 to London whilst I had to tangle with the A14, we both would hit the rush hour traffic so
we decide to carry on chatting until the roads cleared a bit.  What the three of us found to talk about for the
best part of the next three
hours I still don�t remember
but all of a sudden about 7
o�clock the wind died and it
went dead still.  We had an
hour of superb trimming
conditions and I found I
needed 1/16th packing under
the tail to get 36-4 to glide
again, no wonder it would not
climb in the earlier wind.
Finally, those of us who had
hung on had a good time
although we had had to wait
until the death.  John Hook
was still there, flying one of
his folding wing catapult
gliders, John�s gliders are
available to all at about �2 a
pop, at least they were when
I bought my bundle for the
grand-children a couple of
years ago.

John Wingate winds his ITZME III
Wakefield at Luffenham



U

My next three outings were to the delightful bomb site by the name of North Luffenham, the home of
cratered runways and waist high grasses that not only hide models but modellers as well.  I was returning
through the jungle after one check flight when I came across a clearing of beaten down grass containing non
other than Ray Monks.

Ray was messing about with a power job and he informed me that he had just blown his folding prop
assembly off the front of the motor and actually found all the bits.  If you saw the depth of the grass, you would
find that difficult to believe.  Just look at the background of John Leitch�s picture.

The three events, BMFA/Walsall Summer Mini, Brumfly Gala & Timperley Open, seem to have blurred
together and I have difficulty in separating the individual happenings at each.  One thing I do remember is the,
BMFA 4th area do run by the Walsall club where your scribe recorded his first event win.  I flew my Stomper in
the additional British Power competition and, although I dropped one flight, my bad flight was better than the
bad flights of the other contestants.  John boy stepped up proudly at the prize presentation for his John Hook
voucher.

My win was not without cost.  I set up the Stomper and moved out into the grass for an engine warm-up
and, in my usual bumble fisted manner, I managed to chew a lump off the end of my forefinger as I turned the
model for tuning.  Immediately following the bang, as my finger stopped the motor, came a chorus of �Ouch!�
from the majority of the nearby flyers.  I get out the first aid kit and fiddle about trying to stem the blood flow
whilst left-handedly getting a plaster on the wound.  I was still leaking blood so I bound micro-pore tape around
the whole shebang.  After my first flight, I noticed my injured finger was feeling a little cold and looking very
blue on the end.  I had to unwind a few turns of tape to get the feeling back.  Back at home that evening I
unwrapped it and blood still flowed like Billy-oh so I re-wrapped it.  Next morning same process, unwraps,
blood, re-wrap.  I then decided that a visit to casualty at the local hospital was the wisest move.  Later that day
I�m in the assessment sisters office, sat at her polished desk, and she asks me to remove the wrapping.
Looking at the clean desk, I enquire �What about the blood?� Sister puts a wad of gauze on the end of the
desk and I expose the wound.  Dry as a bone, not a spot of blood in sight, just the white jagged edges of the
cut.  A couple of cross tapes with dressing and your embarrassed scribe scuttled away.

The same meeting saw my recent new acquaintance from Grantham, Rod Brigginshaw in the E30
electric fly-off, with me as timekeeper.  The drift had veered by fly-off time and we moved to the end of the
main runway as Rod intended to fly straight down it.  I set myself up with a towel on the wet roof of the car to
rest my elbows in case of a long flight and waited for Rod to launch.  I had not seen any of Rods previous
flights and only had my memories of his large model�s test flights at Grantham.  His E30 could not have been
any more dissimilar, when he launched, the model pottered across the runway towards me and went by me at
shoulder height with me thinking, is it going to climb at all?  Rod had said he expected to do about six minutes
and when the model had completed its first circle, I could not see how.  After the second circle, the model was
a little higher and, as it carried on down wind, it was slowly getting a little more altitude with each successive
circle.

After five minutes the model could not have been much over fifty foot high, then it came slowly down
and I clocked it off at 6-17, Rod knows his model.  The time was good enough to win, so we both had to step
forward for awards at the end of proceedings.

I thought I�d throw in a picture
of well-known John Leitch and his
electric powered bicycle recovery
machine. The box on the back will hold
John�s models for the trip back to
base.  John is a real vintage power
man and all of his models fly with
vintage engines.  When I enquired as
to what he had, he reeled off a very
long string of models and engines that
I could not possibly remember, Mcoys,
Ohlsson etc.  The list was more akin to
an engine collection than a
competition flyer, but a competition
flyer he certainly is.  He made the
vintage fly-off at the first Luffenham do
but declined to compete in the fly-off,
as he just could not face another safari
through the jungle grasses for
recovery.

I failed to compete at the
Timperley do and the Brumfly.

My Stomper had a long burble at cut off so I had fixed up a strangler next to the spray bar operated by
a lever from the normal squeeze off timer.  Snag was, the lever seemed to slow down the action, and cut off
was even worse so, when I tested at the Timperley, I opted out.  Brumfly was just too windy

Vintage Power flyer John Leitch with
his electrified recovery en-semble.
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John Andrews - Subtitle �Giggles with Biggles
I just could not resist the sub-title, this tale of recovery of John Cooper�s A1 glider (I don�t go in for

these F1-whatevers) and John Wingate�s Wakefield by the Biggles group at the Timperly do.
I had tested my new Stomper cut-off and opted out so I attached myself to John Wingate (He must be

getting sick of the sight of me by now).  I was acting timekeeper/general factotum and John wound his ITZME
III Gosling Wakefield for his one and only flight of the day.  We go over to the blockhouse for maximum available
distance, light up the fuse, launch into good air and up goes ITZME like a lift.  D/T was a bit long and the model
was very high so recovery was going to be well off the field.  John had a bug fitted so he set off on his cycle
round the peri-track sometime about midday.  I took a bearing on the line and filled in his card then wandered
about passing the time of day here and there together with a lunch break.

An hour or so later I�m chatting to Kath, John�s wife, who was helping run control, and still no sign of
John.  I say to Kath �I�ll walk down the line and see if he�s in the right place, see you later�. I go back to the
launch point, pick my bush on the skyline and off I go wading through the jungle.  Over the fence at the edge
of the airfield, across a couple more fields, and the bush I�m heading for is now a tree on the end of a small
spinney.  When I arrived John had also found the area and is waving his tracker about with a good signal but
could not find the model.  Chris Strachan had retuned his own tracker to John�s frequency and was also in
wave it about mode as the pair tried to locate the errant Wakefield.  Eventually it was some other flyer  from
further away who spotted the models wing tip in the centre of what I think was a Hawthorn bush cum tree.  The
model was well out of reach and the tree was not climbable, so we headed back to get some equipment,
leaving Chris poking buttons on his tracker trying to retune to his own frequency.

Back at base, I put my 8 Mtr. pole into Johns car ready for recovery and we located some ladders in
the back of Trevor Payne�s van.  We then looked in vain for Trevor, not wishing to abscond with his kit.  Our
dilemma was solved when the Biggles Squadron, led by John Cooper, arrived and purloined the ladder, loaded
up their car and set off to recover John�s glider.  John Wingate and I set off in hot pursuit in his car to claim
�twos up�on the ladder when the Biggles gang were through with it.

John Cooper�s glider recovery had all the hallmarks of a Whitehall Theatre farce.  The model was the
best part of fifty feet above ground in the very top of a slender tree.  John was swaying about at the top of the
two-section ladder propped up against the adjacent tree and he was wielding a totally unstable thirty-foot long
sectional alloy tube rod.  The rod had a hook on the end but getting it anywhere near to the model was down
to pure chance.  The hook caught on everything else and we half a dozen helpless onlookers were all dodging
falling branches including John at the top of the ladder. It was getting quite hilarious as the de-forestation took
place.

The farmer was continually passing by as he ferried tractor loads of something or other back and forth,
giving us the thumbs up each time he passed.  It took so long to get anywhere near the model that even the
farmer eventually ignored the goings on.

Finally a path was cleared to the main branch and, after much swaying about with the pole, it was
hooked.  That was not the end of it however, as the model was firmly caught, and, although the branch was
shaken really well it was some time before one of the wings slid off its dowels and fluttered down.  More shaking
and eventually all the bits were at ground level including half of the tree.

Then came the inquest. John Cooper had already wrecked one model in the course of compiling his
three maximums so he needed undamaged bits of the retrieved glider to try to make up some sort of composite
model for the fly-off.  Sadly, he could not find satisfactory bits and decided to give it best.

This decision of John Coopers however, was good news for John Wingate, as the Biggles recovery
squadron now moved lock stock and barrel across the road for the ITZME retrieval.

A similar story unfolded, the tree was not as high but there was no way that the model could be dragged
down through the dense foliage.  The ladder was placed near the centre of the tree and John invited me to
climb, but I quickly declined. I could see it was going to be virtually impossible to get the model down in one
piece and I did not want to be the one that knocked it to pieces.  Therefore it was John Wingate who was
standing on the top rung of the ladder and, using half the pole, he managed to get the hook tangled up in the
Wakefield�s undercart.  Problem was, that he could not drag the model down and could not untangle the hook.
John elected to raise the model as high as he could and then attempted to throw the pole and model towards
the outside of the tree.  We now had the model and the pole out of reach up the tree.  I scouted round and
found a half inch diameter iron rod with a big hook on each end which we hooked onto the highest branch we
could and then three of us shook the tree as best we could.  Eventually the bits were retrieved, the weight of
the pole attached to the models undercart brought the Wakefield within reach.  The wing and tail survived
almost intact but the fuselage was sheared off in front of the wing and the undercart is still up the tree.  John
was reasonably happy however, as he had his new rubber motor and his bug back.

It was way after five o�clock by now and John and I had been out in the boondocks twice for the best
part of five hours but we just made it back to see the fly-offs.

Trevor Payne had returned by now and he needed his ladder, as his model was still up a tree
somewhere.  He was quite unconcerned however and remarked that the model was safe enough where it was
until after the prize presentation.

I�ll shut up for this issue, JHA at Wallop next time.
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The invention of the balloon struck the men
and women of the late 18th century like a
thunderbolt. The Montgolfier brothers,
Joseph-Michel (August 26, 1740-June 26,
1810) and Jacques Etienne (January 6, 1745
- August 2, 1799), launched the air age when
they flew a hot air balloon from the town
square of Annonay, France, on June 4, 1783.
Members of a family that had been
manufacturing paper in the Ard�che region of
France for generations, the Montgolfiers were
inspired by recent discoveries relating to the
composition of the atmosphere. Joseph led
the way, building and flying his first small hot
air balloons late in 1782, before enlisting his
brother in the enterprise.
Impatient for the Montgolfiers to demonstrate
their balloon in Paris, Barth�lemy Faujas de
Saint-Fond, a pioneering geologist and
member of the Acad�mie Royale, sold tickets
to a promised ascension and turned the
money over to Jacques Alexandre-C�sar
Charles (1746-1823), a chemical
experimenter whom he had selected to
handle the design, construction and launch of
a balloon. Charles flew the first small
hydrogen balloon from the Champs de Mars,
near the present site of the Eiffel Tower, on
August 27, 1783. Not to be outdone, the
Montgolfiers sent the first living creatures (a
sheep, a duck and a rooster) aloft from
Versailles on September 19.
Pilatre de Rozier, a scientific experimenter, and Fran�ois Laurent, the marquis D’Arlandes, became
the first human beings to make a free flight on November 21. Less than two weeks later, on
December 1, 1783, J.A. C. Charles and M.N. Robert made the first free flight aboard a hydrogen
balloon from the Jardin des Tuileries.
A wave of excitement swept across Paris as the gaily decorated balloons rose, one after another,
over the skyline of the city. Throughout the summer and fall of 1783 the crowds gathering to witness
the ascents grew ever larger. As many as 400,000 people - literally half of the population of Paris --
gathered in the narrow streets around the Ch�teau des Tuileries to watch Charles and Robert
disappear into the heavens.
The wealthy and fashionable set purchased tickets of admission to the circular enclosure
surrounding the launch site. Guards had a difficult time restraining the crush of citizens swarming
the nearby streets, and crowding the Place de Louis XV (now the Place de la Concorde) and the
garden walkways leading toward the balloon. People climbed walls and clambered out of windows
onto roofs in search of good vantage points.
"It is impossible to describe that moment:" wrote one observer of a balloon launch, "the women in
tears, the common people raising their hands to the sky in deep silence; the passengers leaning out
of the gallery, waving and crying out in joy� the feeling of fright gives way to wonder." One group of
spectators greeted a party of returning aeronauts with the question: "Are you men or Gods?" In an
age when human beings could fly, what other wonders might the future hold?
The balloons had an enormous social impact. The huge, seething crowds were something new under
the sun. The spectators who gathered in such huge numbers were just becoming accustomed to the
idea of change. The old certainties of their grandparent’s world were giving way to an expectation
that the twin enterprises of science and technology would provide the foundation for "progress."
The balloons sparked new fashion trends and inspired new fads and products. Hair and clothing
styles, jewelry, snuffboxes, wallpaper, chandeliers, bird cages, fans, clocks, chairs, armoires, hats,
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and other items, were designed with balloon motifs. Party guests sipped Cr�me de l’ A�rostatique
liqueur and danced the Contredanse de Gonesse in honor of the Charles globe.
The Americans who were living in Paris to negotiate a successful conclusion to the American
revolution were especially fascinated by the balloons. It seemed only fitting that, at a time when their
countrymen were launching a new nation, human beings were throwing off the tyranny of gravity.
The oldest and youngest members of the diplomatic community were the most seriously infected
with "balloonamania."
"All conversation here at present turns upon the Balloons� and the means of managing them so as
to give Men the Advantage of Flying," Benjamin Franklin informed an English friend, Richard Price.
Baron Grimm, another Franklin acquaintance, concurred. "Among all our circle of friends," he wrote,
"at all our meals, in the antechambers of our lovely women, as in the academic schools, all one hears
is talk of experiments, atmospheric air, inflammable gas, flying cars, journeys in the sky."
Franklin noted that small balloons, made of scraped animal membranes, were sold "everyday in
every quarter." He was invited to visit a friend’s home for "tea and balloons," and attended a f�te at
which the duc de Chartres distributed "little phaloid balloonlets" to his guests. At another memorable
entertainment staged by the duc de Crillon, Franklin witnessed the launch of a hydrogen balloon
some five feet in diameter that kept a lantern aloft for over eleven hours.
The senior American diplomat in Paris purchased one of the small balloons as a present for his
grandson and secretary, William Temple Franklin. Released in a bed chamber, "it went up to the
ceiling and remained rolling around there for some time." Franklin emptied the membrane of
hydrogen and forwarded it to Richard Price so that he and Sir Joseph Banks might repeat the
experiment. The delightful little toy was thus not only the first balloon to be owned by an American
but also the first to reach England. Both Franklins were soon supplying little balloons to friends across
Europe.
Sixteen year old John Quincy Adams also took note of the small balloons offered for sale by street
vendors. "The flying globes are still very much in vogue," he wrote on September 22. "They have
advertised a small one of eight inches in diameter at 6 livres apiece without air [hydrogen] and 8
livres with it. .. Several accidents have happened to persons who have attempted to make
inflammable air, which is a dangerous operation, so that the government has prohibited them."
There was a general sense that the colorful globes marked the beginning of a new age in which
science and technology would effect startling change. The results and the implications of the
revolution in physics and chemistry underway for over a century were largely unknown outside an
elite circle of privileged cognoscenti. The balloon was unmistakable proof that a deeper
understanding of nature could produce what looked very much like a miracle. What else was one to
think of a contrivance that would carry people into the sky?
If human beings could break the age-old chains of gravity, what other restraints might they cast off?
The invention of the balloon seemed perfectly calculated to celebrate the birth of a new nation
dedicated, on paper at any rate, to the very idea of freedom for the individual. In the decade to come
the balloons and the men and women who flew them came to symbolize the new political winds that
were blowing through France. While some might question the utility of the "air globes," flight was
already reshaping the way in which men and women regarded themselves and their world.
Of course most citizens of Europe and America were unable to travel to see a balloon. They had
their first glimpse of the aerial craft through the medium of single sheet prints. In the late 18th century
it was difficult and expensive to publish anything more than the roughest of woodcuts in newspapers
or magazines. In an effort to share the excitement with those who could not attend an ascent, to let
people know what a balloon looked like, and to introduce the brave men and women who were taking
to the sky, artists, engravers and publishers flooded the market with scores of single sheet printed
images. Ranging from the meticulously accurate to the wildly fanciful, these printed pictures were
sold by the thousands in print shops across Europe.
The business of producing and marketing such images was nothing new. In Europe, block prints
from woodcuts had been used to produce book illustrations and single sheet devotional or
instructional religious images since the mid-15th century. In the 15th, 16th and 17th centuries, the
technique was used to produce multi-sheet maps, bird’s eye images of cities, and other products. In
the early modern era, etching and engraving techniques enabled artists from Albrecht D�rer to
Rembrandt van Rijn the opportunity to market copies of their paintings. .
In the 1730’s. William Hogarth inaugurated a new era in the history of English printed pictures when
he published his, "Harlot’s Progress," a series of single sheet images charting the downfall of a young
woman newly arrived in London. Other sets, including "Marriage � la Mode," appeared in the decade
that followed. Other artists used the medium of the etching or engraving to reproduce portraits and
offer examples of their work for sale.
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By the late 18th century, Thomas Rowlandson, James Gillray and other English artists made
considerable fortunes producing sporting prints and satirical images offering biting commentary on
the shortcomings of the political and social leaders of the day. Rowlandson was said to have "etched
as much copper as would sheathe the British navy." In order to publish his prints and caricatures
while they were still newsworthy, Rowlandson worked rapidly. He would water color the first
impression, then send it to refugee French artists employed by Rudolph Ackermann, one of his
favored publishers, who would color each of the prints before they were hung up in the shop window.
In the 1780’s a typical print seems to have sold for a shilling, the price being sometimes included on
the print itself.
The appearance of the balloon in 1783 provided artists, engravers and publishers in England,
France, Germany and Italy a new subject for their efforts. As the wave of balloon enthusiasm swept
across the continent, the production and sale of images depicting the great flights and daring
aeronauts flourished. In addition to illustrating the birth of the air age, print makers made use of
balloon motifs in comic images satirizing political events or social trends.
In the 19th century new lithographic techniques and the advent of improved presses and smooth
paper, led to a revolution in the ability to mass produce images. Balloons remained a common subject
of interest to readers, and ready material for satire in the talented hands of artists like Honor� -
Victorine Daumier.
Today, the balloon prints produced by 18th and 19th century artists remain as a priceless window
into the past. They enable us to share some sense of the excitement that gripped those watching
their fellow beings rise into the sky for the first time. Engraved portraits tell us something of the
appearance, and even the personality, of the first men and women to fly. Satirical prints utilizing
balloon motifs help us to understand the impact that flight on the first generations to experience it.
The National Air and Space Museum owes its collection of balloon prints to the generosity of several
leading 20th century collectors. The bulk of the prints in our collection come from Harry Frank
Guggenheim (August 23, 1890 - January 22, 1971).. The son of industrialist and philanthropist Daniel
Guggenheim and his wife Florence, Harry Guggenheim enjoyed multiple careers as a business
leader, diplomat, publisher, philanthropist, and sportsman.
Aviation was the thread that tied his diverse activities together. A graduate of Yale and Pembroke
College, Cambridge University, he learned to fly before the U.S. entered WW I and served as a Naval
aviator during that conflict and as a Naval officer during WW II. In the mid- 1920’s, he convinced his
father to establish the Guggenheim Fund for the Promotion of Aeronautics, which had an enormous
impact on aeronautical engineering and aviation in the U.S.
A collector of everything from fine art to thoroughbred horses, Guggenheim began to acquire
aeronautica during the 1920’s, gradually focusing his attention of aeronautical prints. His collection
had grown to be one of the most complete in the world by the 1940’s, when he loaned his prints to
the New York museum maintained by the Institute of the Aeronautical Sciences. When the IAS
dissolved its museum in the 1950’s, Guggenheim donated his own collection to the National Air and
Space Museum.
The NASM collection of aeronautical prints also includes items donated by the American Institute of
Aeronautics and Astronautics, and by a number of other private collectors, notably Constance Fiske
in memory of her husband Gardiner Fiske, who served with the U.S. Army Air Service during WW I
and with the USAAF in WWII; Thomas Knowles, a long-time executive with Goodyear Aircraft and
Goodyear Aerospace; and Bella Clara Landauer, one of the great American collectors of aeronautica.
There can be little doubt that William Armistead Moale Burden was one of the most significant
contributors to the NASM collection of furnishings, ceramics and other objects related to ballooning
and the early history of flight. . Burden began collecting aeronautical literature and memorabilia
during the 1920’s, while still a Harvard undergraduate. Following graduation he rode the post-
Lindbergh boom to prosperity as a financial analyst specializing in aviation securities. His business
success was inextricably bound to his enthusiasm for the past, present and future of flight.
By 1939, Burden was reputed to have built a personal aeronautical library second only to that of the
Library of Congress. He loaned that collection to the Institute of the Aeronautical Sciences, an
organization that he served as president in 1949. In addition to his library of aeronautica, Burden
built a world-class collection of historic objects dating to the late 18th century - desks, chairs,
bureaus, sofas, mirrors, clocks, ceramics and other examples of material culture -- inspired by the
first balloons and featuring balloon motifs. After a period on display in the IAS museum, William A.M.
Burden’s balloon-decorated furnishings and aeronautica went into insured off-site storage in 1959.
A member of the Smithsonian Board of Regents, Mr. Burden ultimately donated his treasures to the
NASM, as well.
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Early in the morning of July 25th, 1909- a hundred years ago- Louis Bl�riot (1872-1936) crossed
the English Channel, a distance of22 statute miles (36.6km) from Les Barraques (near Calais) to
Dover.There had been longer flights and further flights, but the conquest of the Channel by air was
a sensation and broughtBl�riot instant fame.Bl�riot had been a successful manufacturer of
automobile headlamps who became fascinated by aeronautics in starting in 1901.Hebrought his
latest aircraftto Les Barraques, the Type XI, a little monoplane fitted with a 25-horsepower, 3 cylinder
Anzani motor. TheLondon Daily Mail had put up a�1,000 prize for the first airplane flight across
the Channel, andBl�riot was competing with two other aviators,Hubert LathamandCharles de
Lambert. Lambert, who received his training from Wilbur Wright, had been injured ina test flight
and was out of the running. Latham had already attempted a Channel flight- he had made it halfway
across the Channelin hisAntoinette IV monoplaneon July 19whenengine failure brought him down
in a forced landing in the sea.On the morning of the 25th,Latham was ready for another attempt
with a replacement aircraft, but was still fast asleep whenBl�riot took to the air.The flight took 36
minutes, 30 seconds, and was not without suspense.Bl�riot had also been injured in a test flight and
was in pain with a badly injured foot. The photograph above, taken just before the flight, shows the
strain thatBl�riot was under.It began to rain, andBl�riot feared that the moisture would cause the
Anzani to pack it in. The weather became turbulent, and visibility declined; he later recalled thinking
- I am alone. I can see nothing at all. At Dover, the wind nearly caused him to crash, and his landing
gear and propellerwere damaged. But he had made it, and he was declared the winner. It was the first
successful flight by an airplane over a large body of water. Hubert Latham was not happy when he
finally woke up.
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Bl�riot became a hero, celebrated on
both sides of theChannel.

And his Type XI became a best seller
- many were produced by the Bl�riot
firm, others by foreign licensees, and
many were built by enthusiastic
amateur builders in Europe and
America.

The Museum has aBl�riot Type
XI built by Bl�riot A�ronautique at
Levallois, Perret, France, in 1914 and
originally flown by Swiss aviator John
Domenjoz.

John, a Bl�riot company flight
instructor and noted daredevil.

Bl�riot’s original Type XI is in the
possession of the Mus�e des Arts et
M�tiers in Paris, which hasa special
exhibit on Bl�riot’s flight.

A replica Type XI built by Pascal
Kremer will attempt to repeat the flight.
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F1M 0.75g Motor Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Colin Fray 6.06 4.55 6.17 1 1
Dave Whitehouse 3.55

Limited Penny Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Colin Fray 4.42 5.03 5.17 1 4
Tim Milner 4.53 2 3
Dave Whitehouse 3.11 3.50 3 2
Martin Pike 3.36 3.25 3.44 4 1

Clubman Penny Plane  &  F1L - No Contest

P18 Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Colin Fray 2.09 2.30 1 3
Phil Morrell 1.05 2.05 2.11 2.24 2 2
Harry Twist 0.45 0.49 0.55 3 1

Bostonian Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Stephen Haines 1.20 1.22 1.33 1 8
D. Horsefield 1.05 1.06 2 7
Mike Stuart 0.42 0.52 1.00 3 6
Peter Brown 0.49 0.47 0.51 0.58 4 5
Dave Whitehouse 0.49 0.51 3.48 0.40 0.55 5 4
Harry Twist 0.31 0.41 0.44 6 3
Tim Horne 0.41 7 2
Phil Morrell 0.40 8 1
Mark Brill

Osprey Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Colin Fray 3.04 1 2
Phil Morrell 0.43 2 1

Legal Eagle Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Dave Whitehouse 1 4
Martin Pike 2 3
Tim Horne 3 2
Tim Milner 4 1

No-Cal Model Type
Name

Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6

Colin Fray 2.40 1 4

Stephen Haines Gannet 1.48 2 3
Tim Horne Chambermaid 1.10 1.23 3 2
John Hey Hien 0.23 0.31 0.42 0.43 0.45 4 1
Mark Brill
Dave Whitehouse
Harry Twist
D. Crompton
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Capacitor Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Dave Whitehouse 0.49 1.44 1.45 1 3
Ian Lever 1.08 1.20 1.31 2 2
Phil Morrell 0.40 3 1

Pussycat Flight Times
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8
Dave Whitehouse 0.53 0.39 0.35 1.06 1.18 1 4
Ian Lever 0.36 0.47 0.48 0.53 0.44 0.53 0.48 1.00 2 3
Mark Brill 0.38 0.34 3 2
John Hey 0.23 0.27 0.23 0.31 0.33 4 1
Martin Pike

Scale Events
No Pistachio Contest

Peanut
Model Type Scale Points

Flight Scores
Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4 5

M. Stuart Kingfisher 56 94 1 9
Peter Brown Found Centennial 35 120 2 8
Stephen Haines Nasmith Couar 37 117 3 7
D. Horsefield Luton Minor 33 120 4 6
John Cooper Fred 38 100 5 5
Tim Milner Nasmith Couar 37 94 6 4
Peter Brown Murphy Rbl 31 94 7
Peter Brown Andreason BA-4 45 80 7
Tim Horne Parnall Imp 42 68 9 2
Dave Crompton Jodel D9 42 10 1
John Cooper Piper Vagabond 42 10
Martin Pike Lacey M10

Open Scale
Model Type

Flight Scores Highest
Score Place Points

Name 1 2 3 4

Tim Horne RWD10 1690.0 1 19

Dave Whitehouse Stinson 125 1680.0 2 18
Stephen Haines Currie Wot 1660.0 3 17
Mike Stuart Blackburn Shark 1630.0 4 16
John Cooper Farman PC 1630.0 4 16
Peter Fardell Stinson Sentinel 1600.0 6 14
Mike Stuart Blackburn Ripon 1600.0 6 14
Ted Griffiths Andreason BA-4 1570.0 8 11
Ian Lever Cessna 170 1570.0 8 11
Peter Brown Pietenpol Cmp 1570.0 8 11
Peter Brown Piper Cub 1540.0 11 10

John Cooper Hawker Hart 1410.0 12 9

Tim Milner Jodel D9 1400.0 13 8

Mark Brill Luscome Silvair 1370.0 14 7

Peter Fardell Bleriot lX 1340.0 15 6

Phil Morrell Cessna 140 VMC 1290.0 16 5

David Horsefield SE5 1230.0 17 4

Tim Horne Stinson Voyager 1200.0 18 3

Peter Fardell Short S 42 1030.0 19 2

Martin Pike Lacey M10 0.0 20 1
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Mike Stuart Bristol Superfreighter 0.0 20

Martin Pike Auster J4

Dave Horsefield SE5
Harry Twist Auster AOP9

Tim Milner Veron Skyhawk

John Hey Cessna 140

D. Crompton Piper Vagabond

D. Crompton Piper Super Cruser
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Total

Stephen Haines 8 3 7 17 35
Dave Whitehouse 1 2 4 3 4 18 32
Mike Stuart 5 9 16 30
Peter Brown 6 8 11 25
John Cooper 5 16 21
D. Horsefield 7 6 4 17
Ian Lever 2 3 11 16
Colin Fray 2 4 3 2 4 15
Tim Milner 3 4 8 15
Peter Fardell 14 14
Ted Griffiths 11 11
Phil Morrell 2 1 1 1 5 10
Mark Brill 2 7 9
Harry Twist 1 3 4
Tim Horne 2 2 2 19 25
John Hey 1 1 2
Martin Pike 1 1 1
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