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“It’s a noise complaint”



http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vP9-A6T6p8E
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The massive portable lighting
system turned night into day
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Retrievals of note. From two metre high sorghum crop (left)
and the kayak rescue of UK flyer David Brawn's F1A
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Noises off

A RECENT NEWSPAPER article on Sunday noise
nuisance did not. give a single mention to the model plane.
Just why the model plane should have fallen from grace —
or, rather, the reverse — is something of a mystery. It is
generally felt that, in spite of silencer development and
intense propaganda, it still can compete on more or less
level terms with other disturbers of that valued British
tradition: the Sunday afternoon nap.

But perhaps a clue comes in the high nuisance value
given to mechanical gardening aids. People no longer
push the mower or wield the shears, but pop along to the
nearest discount house for the latest electrical aids to a
speedy coronary. For sheer Sunday suffering they are
reputed to have more than the decibel edge on the model
plane, particularly as they do the ear massaging at really
close quarters, quite different from the usual, ‘Go down to
the bottom of the garden, and see if you can still hear those
model planes . . ."

Come to think of it, it wouldn’t be a bad investment
for any group of flyers to distribute such electrical devices
to nearby residents gratis. Then, when the inevitable
maverick gets his unsilenced racing engine going full bore,
the noise battered residents will merely mutter, ‘I¢’s old
McManure, clipping his blasted hedge again . . .’

On the subject of noise complaints, it often seems ironic
to me that people send their minor aggrievements to the
very authority which is contemplating siting a motorway
bypass through their back gardens. The same authority
which, under pressure of complaints, has de-urbanised the
radio model, driving it into the wilderness to become the
prey of environmentalist, conservationist and ecologist.
‘The acoustic effect upon the Greater Spotted Leatherneck
is a startling reduction in numbers . . .” Then everyone gets
even more anxious and concerned, even though they have
never seen or heard of the Greater Spotted Leatherneck
before. You just cannot win.




Small is beautiful
By virtue of sheer excess much of the thrill has gone out
of the more spectacular forms of aeromodelling. Every-
thing moves so fast, aerobats so splendidly and looks so
authentic that there isn’t much you can do to attract
attention on the model field. You can try streaking, of
course, presenting, as it were, an uncovered version of
your own design, but in our climate this would be cold
comfort, and you’d be safer doing what is now all the
craze — going Jumbo. ¢

I don’t know at what spannage a model ceases to be a
model and becomes a flying machine, but I do know that
an unregistered aircraft must be anchored by a ten foot
rope. Looking at some of these Jumbo models I feel it
would be safer for all of us if they came into the ten foot

rope category. Happily, though, these multi engined
monsters exist more in the threat than in the airfield
clearing reality. Getting six engines all firing together
takes up most of the flying session, whilst the rest of it is
devoted to the photographic posing (why are the builders
always expected to clutch their hefty craft to their
stomachs ?), and it’s much nicer to hold a smooth, un-
fledged model than a heap of wreckage.

Just now the C/L and Radio Jumbo-ites are caught up
in a competitive inflation spiral, with each faction vieing
to produce the most enormous model. Just who has the
biggest nerve, the chap on the end of the lines, or the one
knuckle-whitedly clutching his transmitter, it is hard to
say, but there is something a bit pathetic about these
model colossuses — they should have jet engines but have
to make do with craftily concealed piston engines instead.
This is because of a condition general throughout the
scale model world, known as ‘jet-lag’. Though we are
now well advanced into the jet age, the model flying is
still very much bogged down in the propeller era. Thus, the
big model builder is faced with those ‘please, it’s only a
toy’ props stuck behind the jet pods, or go vintage with a
Lancaster or Dornier Do.X.
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