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I Pad users:If you are having trouble opening the New Clarion, hold your finger on it to display a menu,
then select �open innew tab". You will find the new tab to the right of the SAM1066 tab.
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My principal vantage point for the day
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Panoramic view across our half of the hall, Pat Shepherd at the door awaiting more arrivals,
to relieve them of �8 in return for an orange sticky spot for their jumpers.
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A picture of Rob Newton�s R/C scale model picked out of a shot across the full width of the venue.
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Derek with glider in hand and Chatting with Alan Price as he fettles his �Redwing�
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The Grumman J2F Duck (company designation G-15) is an American single-engine amphibious
biplane. It was used by each major branch of the U.S. armed forces from the mid-1930s until just
after World War II, primarily for utility and air-sea rescue duties. It was also used by the Argentine
Navy, who took delivery of their first example in 1937. After the war, J2F Ducks saw service with
independent civilian operators, as well as the armed forces of Colombia and Mexico.
The J2F was an improved version of the earlier JF Duck, the main differences being a longer float
and a more-powerful engine (900 horsepower versus 775).[1]

Development
The J2F-1 Duck first flew on 2 April 1936, powered by a 750 hp (559 kW) Wright R-1820 Cyclone,
and was delivered to the U.S. Navy on the same day. The J2F-2 had an uprated Wright Cyclone
engine of 790 hp (589 kW). Twenty J2F-3 variants were built in 1939 for use by the Navy as
executive transports with plush interiors. Due to pressure of work following the United States entry
into the war in 1941, production of the J2F Duck was transferred to the Columbia Aircraft Corp of
New York. They produced 330 aircraft for the Navy and U.S. Coast Guard.[2] If standard Navy
nomenclature practice had been followed, these would have been designated JL-1s, but it was not,
and all Columbia-produced airframes were delivered as J2F-6s.[3]

Several surplus Navy Ducks were converted for use by the United States Air Force in the air-sea
rescue role as the OA-12 in 1948.
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View from the car park

The major obstacle in the roof, you can just about see the wires
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My Penny Plane got converted to a kit of bits & piecesafter rescue from the wire hub
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It was not all flying, we did get out for dinner in the evenings.

A couple of F1D�s

A typical F1D flier�s winding stooge Mark Benns transfers hiswoundmotor from stooge to model
out in the flying area to minimise danger period before launch
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The Saturday evening diners in 2012

There are simpler classes, here we have the Profile Scale. so called �No-Cal�

�No-Cal� competitors 2013

Score recorders, Mike Colin and his good lady Another simple build class�Legal Eagle�
Mike has a full results print-outof the three Ken Bates winner 2013
days� eventsminutes after the end of play
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SouthernCoupeLeagueCalendar2022
Date Event Venue

7Nov2021 CoupedeBrum NLuffenham
27Mar SecondArea AreaVenues
8May LondonGala SalisburyPlain
29May MiniNationals NLuffenham
10July FifthArea AreaVenues
24July SAM1066Cagnarata RAFColerne
6Aug Odiham RAFOdiham
21Aug SouthernGala SalisburyPlain
18Sept CrookhamGala SalisburyPlain
9Oct CoupeEuropa SalisburyPlain
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BMFA 2 nd Area: Coupe Results Round 2 SCL
Place Entrant Club Score Time Flyoff

1 G.Mannion Birmingham 12 10.00 3.15
2 B.Dennis Oxford 9 10.00 1.23
3 A.Brocklehurst B&W 8 9.32
4 P.Woodhouse Morley 7 9.25
4 D.Thomson Croydon 7 9.20
6 R.Vaughn Crookham 5 9.18
6 C.Chapman B&W 5 9.04
8 M.Marshall Impington 3 8.36
9 D.Jiricny Birmingham 2 8.33

10 C.Redrup Crookham 1 8.17
11 C.Foster Morley 0 7.45
12 S.Willis Croydon 0 7.28
13 R.Elliott Croydon 0 7.02
14 P.Hall Crookham 0 6.00
15 S.Fielding Morley 0 6.00
16 B.Taylor E.Grinstead 0 4.07
17 K.Taylor E.Grinstead 0 3.36
18 M.Stagg B&W 0 3.32
19 K.Best Birmingham 0 0.54
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1 C. Foster Morley 12 12

= B. Dennis Oxford 3 9 12

= G. Mannion Birmingham 12 12

4 P. Woodhouse Morley 4 7 11

5 C. Redrup Crookham 9 1 10

6 D. Norwood 8 8

= D. Jiricny Birmingham 6 2 8

= M. Marshall Impington 5 3 8

= A. Brocklehurst B&W 8 8

10 A. Crisp Oxford 7 7

= D. Thomson Croydon 7 7

12 R. Vaughn Crookham 5 5

= C. Chapman B&W 5 5

14 R. Elliott Croydon 2 2

15 A. Moorhouse Vikings 1 1

16 R. Fryer Oxford 0

= S. Willis Croydon 0

= P. Hall Crookham 0

= S. Fielding Morley 0

= B. Taylor E.Grinstead 0

= K. Taylor E.Grinstead 0

= M. Stagg B&W 0

= K. Best Birmingham 0
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Leigh Richardson�s collection of Fokker Dr. 1
wallpaper foam models. In the front is a DH.77.

A model of a vintage sea plane model, but what? The identity of this race plane
has got me baffled, too.
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Jon Markovitz Peanut Halberstadt D.ll with nice detailing, from a Lee�s Hobbies kit

Ian Melville�s reduced size Hepcat Peanut scale DH Puss Moth by Jon Markovitz
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Nesmith Cougar Peanut Sablatnig SF-4 triplane
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Stevens Aero Fly Baby Biplane
for three channel RC

Peanut sized Bug for three channel RC
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When I decided to start flying Coupe again after I retired, there were several questions in my mind.
One of which was �were systems worth it?�.   Coupes only use a small amount of rubber, so perhaps
the advantage isn�t that great (sometime I will find time to focus on a simulation to determine the
benefit, but life is such that this task is still on the to-do list).   Having said that, the climbs that you
and Roy get with your models are impressive, so I should take heed.  Against that, however, I like
the simplicity and reliability of the locked-down model and it fits well with the limited amount of time
I am able to spend testing and trimming.
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Probably I should invest in a thermister/anemometer/streamer-pole, especially as modern
technology now facilitates transmission from an upstream source, or even multiple sources, but I just
haven�t got around to it yet.  I have to admit that sometimes I am influenced by a Mylar streamer,
although there seems to be few of them around these days, but after years of practice I seem to
largely manage without (on a good day!) and I like the challenge.  It also avoids having more stuff to
carry about and fiddle with...but, I might add one to my wish-list.
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Preparation is key.  I always thoroughly check and, if necessary, carefully repair the model after each
outing and check again the D/T and inspect and lubricate the prop the night before an event.  I often
think I spend far too long making up, measuring, breaking in and checking/repairing rubber motors

Alan Brocklehurst
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and keeping notes.  However, whilst most modern rubber has good energy capacity, one does have
to be careful to check it for faults and damage.  It also varies in cross-section, so one has to learn
what to expect from a new batch.  Sometimes I feel the effort is well worth it and sometimes I wonder
if it is (especially when I break a motor whilst winding, or one explodes shortly afterwards!).  Looking
back, my initial batches of rubber seemed more reliable than those I have now!
Another aspect I want to improve is checking multiple batteries prior to a flying event.  I think a
Raspberry Pi for monitoring/controlling charge/discharge cycles is the solution here, but it all takes
time to put in place.
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The Coupe I built in 2012 (C-03) was strongly influenced by Chris Chapman�s series of successful
Coupes and, of course, I couldn�t resist stretching the span a bit.  As a starting point, the egg-box
wing offered a good stiff, warp free structure.  Also, the likelihood that the multitude of diagonal ribs
help to turbulate the flow, I find quite intriguing (even if almost impossible to evaluate!).  C-04 was
designed and built to give me another practical model for competitions (with e-timer and RDT), with
just a tweak to the aerofoil and a bit more span.  However, thinning the trailing edge in search of
better performance was a mistake which reduced torsional rigidity.  After the model spent a night in
a tree on Salisbury Plain, it developed a slight warping tendency if left in the sun between flights, so
it now sports some external carbon cap-strips which (as on C-02) made it much more reliable.  C-02
used a wing built 20 years earlier and was the first to use external carbon caps to de-warp the wing
and stiffen the Bob White type structure.   Having now made a lighter balsa tail, fin and fuselage, I
am currently about to build a mainly balsa wing for C-05 with a re-optimised aerofoil and union-jack
style geodetics in an attempt to get the weight down while pushing up the span as much as I dare.
Since Carbon is 9 to 15 times denser than balsa, it seems logical to try to achieve an 80grm model
with balsa, before I delve deeper into the black stuff.  I also like the square cross-section at the nose
and the stiff tailboom that a balsa structure provides.  C-06 might eventually evolve as the result of
various experiments with balsa/carbon/mylar, but for the moment I am just enjoying building with
balsa.  I take my hat off to those who have developed the carbon structure to enable them to use
thin, high aspect ratio wings...which my own calculation suggest are nearer to the optimum than my
current models.  So, you see that I am making an incremental approach to lead towards a radical
design.
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