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Early this week, I was saddened to hear, via Laurie Barr, that Jim�s-career had come to an early and abrupt end.
There can be no serious members of SAM who have not met Jim, or knew him through his writings.
Our thoughts and sympathy are extended to his wife Beryl and her family. Jim was one of those people who somehow manage
to pack ten times as much activity into life as do normal mortals
Living in the past as I do my thoughts went rushing back to 1959 when a younger Jim, with a much envied crop of hair, came
to join the Hayes model club and he stayed with us for a memorable 15 years, although then still at school, he was never a
beginner in aeromodelling.
His output of models was prolific, also his consumption of new engines, it is certain that nobody built and flew more
competition model planes than Jim, at this time power, rubber and gliders.
Somehow, Jim also found time to study, lay the foundations for a business career, write a series of magazine articles and
plans.
Competition success however did not come quickly or easily, and I have memories of trips with him in hired transport to the
S.M.A.E. Nationals at Hemswell and the A/2 Trials at Spitalgate. By the time the Nats moved to Waterbeach, Jim had become
a physical fitness addict (weight training etc.) and cycled there and back, his models and tent were left for me to transport.
Jim won a place in the A/2 British Team in 1963,which was to be held in Austria, however he then had developed a peculiar.
complex, and was reluctant to travel there, it took a lot of persuasion, and most of the Hayes funds to put him enroute.
Following from this he had an A/2 put out in kit form by Keilkraft, for some reason Jim was dissatisfied with the end result and
sometime later he started his own cottage kit industry, with another A/2 kit followed by other gliders, a rubber model and a
radio glider.
There were also the many galas which Jim ran at Chobham Common almost single handed, the entry fees were shared out,
and subsidised as prize money. , .,<
Jim was initiated into aeromodelling by an uncle who took him out as a fetchermite, his father was an engineer/machinist at
Fairey Aviation, where I spent most of my time, we saw each other daily, and I knew his dad Bill for more than ten year’s’
before Jim and it was this connection that brought him into the Hayes Club and organised aeromodelling. ..;>
Memories come flooding back, perhaps of the time when he bought his first banger.. a dangerous contraption in which I was
chosen to accompany him, a far cry from his latest motor.
Yes also his wedding to Beryl too. Following his long stay ’with the Hayes club, Jim made several changes of address and we
rather lost touch for a lengthy period until he was re-infected with the modelling bug.

Josh has really summed up a great all round modeller! I of course knew him in the pages of the magazines and it was really
only in the last few years of Middle Wallop that I got to know him personally. I was impressed and flattered that, with all the
effort that went into his flying, there was always time to chat.
We will all miss him.. Thanks Jim..     David Baker.
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Pick of the bunch has to be our Membership Secretary & Webmaster toting, I think, No1 son Rory.

The well laden prize table,anda bottle for all the winners
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Walsall�s Alan Pricesurveys the rewards for his success on the day.

Carol Farley dishes out the most sought after reward of the day
Recipients: Roy Tiller; Peter Jackson; Chris Redrup; & our late Chairman John Thompson.
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A couple of Urchins

Birmingham�s Colin Shepherd with the�best time of the day�trophy donated by the late Dick Twomey
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Profile Skyray, built to Bill Dean�s drawings, left,with simplified version, right.
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Simplified Skyray templates (left) and piles of components (right)

p­= ­³°= ¢~³¥¦²£°= ±£²= ³®= ~= o£¢
^°°­µ±=^´§~²§­¬=a~· =¤­°=¦£°=¡ª~±±I
µ¦§¡¦= ¦~®®£¬£¢= ²­= ¡­§¬¡§¢£= µ§²¦
o£¢=k­±£=a~·K=q¦§±=±²~°²£¢=µ§²¦=~
´§¢£­=­¤=~=o£¢=^°°­µ±=~£°­ ~²§¡
¢§±®ª~·K= q¦£= ¡¦§ª¢°£¬= µ£°£= ²¦£¬
¢§´§¢£¢= §¬²­= ±«~ªª= ¥°­³®±I= µ§²¦
´~°§­³±= ~¡²§´§²§£±= §¬¡ª³¢§¬¥
§¢£¬²§¤·§¬¥= ±­«£= ~£°­®ª~¬£
¡­«®­¬£¬²±I=¢£¡­°~²§¬¥=~¬¢=«~©§¬¥
®~®£°=¦£ª§¡­®²£°=²·®£=±®§¬¬£°±=~¬¢
¢£¡­°~²§¬¥=²¦£=®~°²±=µ§²¦=¡­ª­³°§¬¥
®£¬±= ®°§­°= ²­= ~±±£« ª§¬¥= ~
p§«®ª§¤§£¢= p©·°~·K= q¦£= ~§°¡°~¤²
µ£°£= ~±±£« ª£¢= ³±§¬¥= ±ª§¥¦²ª·
¢§ª³²£¢= ms^= ¥ª³£I= ~®®ª§£¢= µ§²¦= ~
 ª³¬²£¢=±§¬¥ª£=£¬¢£¢=¡­¡©²~§ª=±²§¡©K
q¦£=¤§¬=µ~±=¦£ª¢=§¬=®ª~¡£=µ§²¦=±«~ªª
®§£¡£±= ­¤= ®~§¬²£° ±=  ª³£= «~±©§¬¥
²~®£= µ¦§ª±²= ²¦£¥ª³£= ¢°§£¢K= q¦£
¡¦§ª¢°£¬I=µ§²¦=~¢³ª²=¦£ª®I=«~¬~¥£¢
²­=¡­«®ª£²£=~ªª=²¦£§°=«­¢£ª±= £¤­°£=²¦£=«§¢J¢~·= °£~©I=~ªª­µ§¬¥=²¦£=¥ª³£=²­=¢°·=­´£°=ª³¬¡¦K

^¤²£°=²¦£=«§¢J«­°¬§¬¥= °£~©I=µ£=~±±£« ª£¢=§¬=²¦£=±¡¦­­ª=¦~ªªI=µ¦§¡¦=§±=­¤=­¬£= ~¢«§¬²­¬=¡­³°²
±§¸£I= ³²=µ§²¦=~¦§¥¦=®­§¬²£¢=¡£§ª§¬¥I=±­=²¦~²=f=¡­³ª¢=¥§´£=±­«£=¢£«­¬±²°~²§­¬=¤ª§¥¦²±=­¤=«­¢£ª
~§°¡°~¤²K

A fleet of Simplified
Skyrays awaiting
the glue to harden.
All very individual
in their decoration!
Note the copy of the
Eagle Book of Balsa
Models in the
corner.


