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Editorial

The SAM1066 David Baker Heritage Library is now in the hands of the BMFA.
Our President records our heartfelt thanks to all concerned.

Thanks for work in transferring the David Baker Heritage Library
to the BMFA at Buckminster

Details of the recent relocation of the David Baker Heritage Library from the house of our
Librarian, Roy Tiller, to Buckminster is documented elsewhere in this edition.  I would like to
express my personal thanks to Roy Tiller and Roger Newman for the work that they have
undertaken in making this change come to fruition.  It was a huge task both with the planning
and then implementation of it all involving not just Roy and Roger but also several members of
their families who were co-opted in to help.
Thank you to all of you for dealing so effectively with a task that, if it hadn’t been carried out
had the potential to cause SAM 1066 a massive headache in years to come.

Tony Shepherd
We have a reasonable issue this month, thanks to the regulars, but only one new contributor in
the person of Roy Vaughn. Roy’s article on a trimming session illustrates how a simple day out
can be turned into an article of interest. I still await some input from other members.

What have we got:

 Trinity indoors from Nick Peppiatt.
 I have dug up another of my own articles from 2003.
 Pylonius, referring to the cover of the month before, concocted a swipe at the flyer

and his ‘A’ framed pusher.
 Our Membership secretary Martin Pike outlines his model flying in Bangor N. Wales.

Incidentally Martin stayed with me for the SAM35 Buckminster weekend, he treated
me to a day out on the Sunday, he wheel-chaired me round Newark Air Museum in the
morning then on to Buckminster for the afternoon flying.

 Her and There (was News Review) from Model Aircraft May 1950 reports on the Model
Engineer exhibition at the New Royal Horticultural Hall, Westminster.

 An F1J trimming session by Roy Vaughn.
 Blackburn Skua courtesy Wikipedia.
 ‘A’ frame pushers research by Roger Newman.
 Roy Tiller says a fond farewell to the David Baker Heritage Library.
 Our Chairperson, having heard of the passing of Dave Clarkson, reminisces on his own

power modelling.
 Gavin Manion states the current situation with regard to the Southern Coupe League.
 Roger Newman in his report from North Wales digs into the past coming up with some

unlikely looking feathered helicopters, provides plan of yet another lightweight, and
looks at the designs of Chester Lanzo for his plans for the month.

 Our Chairperson outlines a proposal for a one design international postal comp for ‘Gigi’
a design by John Barker.

 We conclude with our secretary’s notes on his experiences with Tom Smith’s ‘Nig Nog’,
a potent large ETA 29 powered model of 1960, and his own derivatives.

Editor
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Indoor Isn’t for Everyone No.87 - Nick Peppiatt

‘Frogwell Flyers’ at Trinity

‘Frogwell Flyers’ from left to right: -
Colin Sharman (AeroModeller editor), Richard Preston (model designer),
Peter Brown (1st place), Steve Haines (2nd place), Chris Redrup (3rd place),

Mick Langford (Concours winner),
Paul Masterman, Rob Smith, John Winfield

Peter Brown’s winner with carved balsa prop Steve Haines 2nd placer with Peck type plastic prop
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Chris Redrup’s 3rd placer with Ikara Butterfly prop Paul Masterman winding

A one model design competition was held at the recent Trinity Indoor Flyers meeting on March
15th. The design chosen was the ‘Frogwell Flyer’, a traditional stick and tissue model of 17½”
wingspan by Richard Preston, which was published in the July 2024 edition of AeroModeller,
although it could easily have come from an old Flying Aces magazine! It is a shame that this
was not published as a centre page spread full-size plan, but this did not put off a good number
of the Trinity crowd. The competition was run as a duration one with a best of three flight
total time. Winner Peter Brown achieved 150sec with a best flight of 52sec, Steve Haines was
in second place with 140sec and ace outdoor free-flighter Chris Redrup third with 129sec.
Clearly this design should be capable of a sixty second flight time in the hall and a challenge
prize has now been set up for the first flyer to achieve the minute from a hand launch.
Unfortunately, John Whatmore, who had prepared the drawings published in the AeroModeller
from Richard’s originals and who has another fine flying version of the Frogwell Flyer, was
unable to attend.

Lee Bates’ LFG Roland C.II Walfisch

Lee Bates again made a trek from Bromley to Newbury via public transport to attend this
meeting, bringing some of his remarkable rubber-powered models constructed using tissue
decorated plastic wall foam. New this month was his beautiful model of a streamlined
reconnaissance aircraft of 1916, the LFG Roland C.II Walfisch (Whale),

BMFA South Midland Area Extravaganza at High Wycombe 9th February
The sports hall at High Wycombe is an excellent venue for indoor flying. It is of twelve
badminton court size (three times the size of the Trinity hall), is kept warm, but is fairly free
of drafts. It is regularly used by the High Wycombe DMAC for indoor radio control flying
during the winter months on a Saturday or Sunday evening. The dates can be found on the

Events Calendar – HWDMAC .
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The South Midland Area Extravaganza is an afternoon event that also includes slots for free-
flight. The advertising for this event outside the High Wycombe club, however, had been
minimal this year, and not that many free-flighters turned up. Otherwise, the meeting was well
supported by the RC community and by Microaces, manufacturers of 1/24th flying scale kits
for small RC systems –

see Microaces - Making History!

The following photos are of some of the free-flight models that caught my eye.

Leigh Richardson again brought along a large collection of models , including the Arado Ar 76 (left) and the
rather obscure Entler E.ll (right). Both are constructed from wall foam sheet.

John Michie was flying this Penni helicopter This rubber powered balsa stick and tissue
Flying Flea was another from Leigh Richardson’s collection

Mike Hadland was trimming out his Peanut scale models of the Bücker Bü 131 Jungmann.
He still makes good use of his father’s model box.

Nick Peppiatt
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Old Clarion, May 2003 - John Andrews

Extract from old paperback ‘Clarion’
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John Andrews
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Extract from Old paper back ‘Clarion’ Model Aircraft May 1956

Pylonius
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Bangor, North Wales - Martin Pike

Indoor Flying
We hire a large hall, about 25x20x9m, the Brailsford sports hall in Bangor, North Wales, once
a month during the winter. There is no club as such, I pay for the hall and hope to recoup the
cost through attendees. It is still more cost-effective than travelling to the (excellent but
distant) Manchester velodrome. It helps encourage people to fly when the weather is….sub par.

This month we were thin on the ground, but the main focus for Allan and me was to trim out
contenders for the UK Indoor Nats. The flights of Allan’s electric Auster J4 from the VMC
kit improved significantly during the session, but the walls and floor are hard and it will require
some maintenance before the competition.
I had just finished a Cessna 140. Trying to be clever, I thought I could save weight by working
from the KeilKraft plan, not the VMC kit; apparently not. Andrew Derby tells me his version
was the same 23g AUW and mine was nose-heavy at that. I think I can build a new, lighter,
nose block, but with tail weight it was taking off and flying reasonably. I was pleased, but
having been to Nijmegen and seen the high standard of flying I realise it is no world-beater.
If it were not a challenge it would be no fun!

I also have an Auster J4, a rubber powered hybrid built from the Aerographics plan but with
some sections from the VMC kit. Although more authentically scale, I find the adjustable
elevator and rudder challenging. It seems you only have to look at it and settings change. I
resorted to photographing the tail before each flight, with a marking gauge held against the
rudder. It did achieve flights that I think would qualify, but I will build something larger and
without adjustable surfaces in future.
That future being next winter, as I have many outdoor projects.

Setting the rudder on the J4 and Recording the elevator setting

Dave flew his foam semi-scale triplane to good effect. I’m not personally interested in radio
control, but it does fly well….as long as it keeps turning.

Paul was fielding a new Gymminie Cricket and doing all the right things - lighter building
techniques, making notes etc. His reward? A thirty second flight that ended with wing and
fuselage fluttering to the floor separately, having collided with a roof beam. He’s very
philosophical about it, however large the hall, the limits of it cause rapid, painful deceleration.
Great flights when everything works, though.
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Paul with his Gyminnie cricke Paul has some repairs to do

Dave flying his triplane

Roll on summer and outdoor flying. We have had a few outings already. The last indoor meeting
of this season will be extra-long as it will be the indoor part of the:

May Welsh event - 1200-1800 on Sunday May 11th.

I thought it would be wise to secure a hall booking just in case the Welsh weather does not
play ball! More details of this event on www.sam1066.org under News/Events.

Martin Pike
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Here and There - Model Aircraft May 1950

Model Aircraft May 1950
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SAM35 at Buckminster - Martin Pike

12-13th April 2025, Buckminster

For me this was a multi-task event.
As well as hoping to see people and do some flying, I had to give back the Earl Stahl trophy in
person as well as collect my BMFA Auction 'winnings'.
I did all that and more, buying up some of the aeromodelling items donated to the BMFA as
well, so I now have many, many projects to complete.

The weather was fine, but a little breezy for my free-flight tastes for most of the time.
I did fly towards the evenings though.
I have the luxury of a flying site near to my home, so meetings such as this are more of an
opportunity to meet up with people and see other's models than to fly. This was admirably
achieved this weekend.
The New Clarion editor, John Andrews, came with me on the Sunday and seemed to enjoy the
atmosphere.

Buckminster Pictorial

NC Editor chats with log time friend Tony Rushby
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Tethered cars - Oliver repro 2.5cc, Aluminium or wood bodies, stainless or aluminium chassis
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Ian Lever and his wife Lynne with Tomboy radio assist

Flying well
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SAM 35 Spring gala, spot landing competition. One competitor used a glider

Martin Pike
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Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller May 1955
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Aeromodeller May 1955
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A Trimming Session with an F1J - Roy Vaughn

The recent spell of settled weather presented the opportunity to finish trimming a model I
have been struggling with for some time.

This is an own design intended to improve on the performance of my other models by means of
a modern low drag section and a higher aspect ratio wing.  The section is AG24 by Mark Drela,
originally designed for discus launched glider.  It has the advantage of being quite thick, for
structural stiffness, but with little more drag than thinner, flat-bottomed sections, and a
better L/D ratio.
The wing structure turned out rather over-engineered and heavy but it is extremely durable,
with a Rohacell cored D-box covered in carbon cloth.  The fuselage is built round a Mick Lester
tube, the tailplane has a carbon tube main spar, the motor is a Cyclon 061 from Russia and the
timer is a Sidus F1B unit from Italy.
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The model was built pre-Covid
and part-trimmed at the time
but then motor troubles
intervened and attention
slipped away for a while.  Last
year the model was recovered
in Icarex and there followed a
bizarre period of erratic trim
which was traced to a loose
area of covering. This problem
had now been fixed so I was
optimistic that trimming could
soon be finished.  When I set
off for Chobham Common a
couple of weeks ago the sun
was shining, winds were light
and the gorse in full bloom.

At the previous session on
Salisbury Plain the model was
damaged when it had to be
radio-DT after the motor
failed to stop.  The cause was
pieces of the interior wall of
the bladder which had flaked
off and found their way, by
Murphy's Law, up the flood-off
line rather than the fuel feed.
Given the uncertain state of
trim after repairs which included replacing the tail mount, for the first flight of the day the
motor run was set for 1 second.  Fortunately the flight turned out to be uneventful so the run
was extended to the full 4.5 seconds.

This time model flew a distinct S-pattern rather than the pure vertical climb of my other F1Js.
This may be characteristic of low drag sections so not a surprise and not a problem provided
the bunt is adjusted to allow for the model being over-vertical at motor cut.  Immediately
following the vertical launch the model performed a distinct nose-up kick back followed by a
very shallow bunt until motor cut.  On this particular flight the kick back wasn't compensated
sufficiently by the bunting tendency and the motor cut with the model still not quite vertical,
causing a stall off the top.

For the second flight the VIT setting was adjusted to force the nose down a little more, one
turn of a 10BA screw.  This proved sufficient to cure the problem, the transition to glide was
now spot-on.  Maybe more trimming can eliminate the shallow bunt but for the time being the
current trim will suffice.  The climb altitude didn't seem to suffer compared to previous models
despite the bigger wing.    The next step is to attempt to fly it in competition which is sure to
expose the remaining problems!

Time will tell if this pattern is repeatable, I had to stop flying at this point because the wind
was getting up.  Overall things were looking good.

Roy Vaughn
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The Blackburn B-24 Skua - Wikipedia

The Blackburn B-24 Skua was a carrier-based low-wing, two-seater, single-radial engine aircraft by
the British aviation company Blackburn Aircraft. It was the first Royal Navy carrier-borne all-
metal cantilever monoplane aircraft, as well as the first dive bomber in Fleet Air Arm (FAA)
service.[2] The aircraft took its name from the sea bird which 'divebombs' any potential predators that
come too close to its nest.
The Skua was designed during the mid-1930s to Specification O.27/34, and was a radical design for
the era, combining the functions of a dive bomber and fighter. Its enclosed cockpit and monoplane
configuration were obvious shifts from preceding FAA aircraft such as the Hawker
Nimrod and Hawker Osprey biplanes. On 9 February 1937, the first prototype performed its maiden
flight; it was ordered straight off the drawing board to accelerate its development.
In November 1938, the Skua was introduced to FAA service; 33 aircraft were operational by the
outbreak of the Second World War.
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Early in the war, the Skua was involved in the Norwegian campaign and sank the German
cruiser Königsberg, the first big warship sunk in war by air attack and by dive-bombers. It was present
during the Battles of Narvik, the Dunkirk evacuation and also the early stages of the Mediterranean
theatre. While a capable dive bomber, its poor top speed and rate of climb meant it was severely
limited as a fighter. Despite this, Fleet Air Arm pilots achieved moderate success with the Skua,
scoring numerous aerial victories during the Norwegian and Mediterranean campaigns, with at least
one pilot making ace status with five victories. In 1941, the Skua was relegated from frontline
operations, but continued to be operated in secondary roles, typically training and target tug duties,
as late as March 1945.

Development
The origins of the Skua can be traced back to the Air Ministry's issuing of Specification O.27/34,
which sought a naval dive bomber whose primary role would be to disable or destroy enemy aircraft
carriers with a secondary role as a fighter. Blackburn chose to produce its own response under the
internal design reference B-24, the design effort was headed by the aeronautical engineer G. E.
Petty. Many competing companies also responded, including Avro, Boulton
Paul, Hawker and Vickers. Blackburn's submission would emerge as the victor, despite several of
the competing proposals adopting similar layouts. Being Blackburn's first dive bomber, the design
was occasionally referred to as the D.B.1.

During April 1935, Blackburn received an initial order for a pair of prototypes. On 9 February 1937,
the first of these, serial number K5178, performed its maiden flight from the company's facility
in Brough, piloted by A. M. Blake. Unusually, it was initially painted in a distinctive grey-and-white
colour scheme. On 26 June, the aircraft was first displayed to the public at RAF Hendon, London,
and performed an aerial display at RAF Hatfield Woodhouse two days later. Two months later,
the Skua name was officially assigned to the type by the Air Ministry.

Both prototypes were powered by the Bristol Mercury XII radial engine; however, production Skuas
were instead powered by the Bristol Perseus XII, largely due to the Mercury engine being prioritised
for Bristol Blenheim production. Another change made on production aircraft was the elimination of
the wing tip slots, as they were deemed unnecessary after handling tests revealed mild stall
characteristics. Due to the growing urgency for more combat aircraft in the run-up to the Second
World War, an initial production contract for 190 Skuas was issued in July 1935, effectively being
ordered straight from the drawing board. To accelerate production, it was decided to produce the
mainplanes at the Olympia Works in Leeds, while a subcontracting arrangement with General
Aircraft Limited saw this company build additional fuselages at its Hanworth facility.

On 28 August 1938, the first production Skua Mk.II, L2867, performed its first flight at Brough, piloted
by H. J. Wilson. Both it and the second production aircraft were dispatched to Martlesham to
accelerate the last stage of performance trials, which included armament trials. According to the
aviation author Aubrey Joseph Jackson, despite the relatively radical nature of the design, relatively
few changes were recommended either by the Air Ministry or the engine manufacturer; one of the
few modifications requested was the strengthening of the wingtips and a substitute tail oleo. Almost
all of the production run was completed and delivered prior to the end of 1939, 26 Skuas were
delivered during the month of July alone. However, due to delays in the overall programme,
the Admiralty had also ordered the Fairey Fulmar to perform the same role.

The Skua was, however, an effective dive bomber, which was arguably its main intended role. It
scored numerous successes as a dive bomber in the Norwegian campaign, sinking and damaging
a number of ships, most notably the German cruiser Königsberg on 10 April 1940. Royal Navy test
pilot Captain Eric 'Winkle' Brown stated:

"It was while diving that the Skua really came into its own...subsequently I was to fly quite a number
of US and German dive bombers and the Skua matched up well with the best of these as regards to
its diving characteristics, but it had only a two-position propeller and this tended to overspeed in the
dive before terminal velocity was reached. However, a nicely screaming propeller was always to be
considered a psychologically aggressive asset in any dive bomber."

Wikipedia
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‘A’ Frame Pushers - Roger Newman

Reading the article written by our Hon Membership Sec in the previous NC evoked a few
memories of the day when we used to hold mass launch A-Frame comps at Middle Wallop, in
which Bournemouth Club members featured strongly.  A quick bit of searching then revealed
an article which should be of interest to our readers, particularly to Martin & those who
participated in the MW comps. For reasons of (lack of) space, it has been concatenated.

More history of A-frame twin pushers
Written by Maria VanVreede Read even more about A-frame twin pushers in Bob Angel’s “Old-
Timers” column that was featured in the April 2017 issue of Model Aviation. The National Model
Aviation Museum’s collection of A-frame twin pushers covers a span of more than 20 years—
from 1910 to 1934. Most of the 15 models are late reproductions, but the museum has a few
that are possibly originals. In addition to these aircraft, the museum’s library contains several
early modelling books and magazines that discuss both the easy-to-build introductory models
and the winning racers of the first part of the 20th century. Here are some highlights:

This A-frame racer built in approximately 1910 came to the museum through Jim Noonan. It is
covered in a material called goldbeater’s skin. According to Paul Edward Garber’s Building & Flying
Model Aircraft, published in 1928, “Another fabric employed for covering wings is goldbeater’s skin,
which is very light-weight animal membrane, being the lining of part of a cow’s digestive tract. It can
be purchased in sheets from model supply houses, but it is comparatively expensive.”
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This A-frame twin pusher above is a reproduction built by Vic Cunnyngham Sr. in the early 1990s. It
accurately copies the A-frame pusher designed, built, and flown by Donald C. Burnham, who at the
age of 14 won the Junior Division Outdoor competition at the 1929 Nats in Detroit. The floats were
built from plans published by Bert Pond.

This A-frame twin pusher is a reproduction built by Jim Noonan of Ralph Kummer’s 1934 design.
Not much else is known about it.

Built as a speed-racing model, this A-frame twin pusher is much smaller than the others, with only
a 14-inch wingspan.

Was it possible to wind up both of those rubber
motors at the same time? Yes, especially with a
winder such as this one that is meant to wind both
motors simultaneously. (Egg whisks come to mind –
suitably modified)

The complete article can be read online at
https://www.modelaviation.com/twin-pushers It
makes reference to several old aeromodelling
books that have been digitised & that are easily &
freely available from the web.
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I have a recollection of Ralph Kummer visiting David Baker in Middle Wallop days gone by & am
sure that the Kummer model was built & flown by several  SAM1066 devotees. Probably Roy
Tiller & John Taylor have a better memory than me?

Anyway, all power to Martin for persevering with his  models.

Here is the Kummer plan from our library.

Roger Newman
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DBHLibrary (Magazines) - Roy Tiller

Report No.171 All Change At The Library
The future of the David Baker Heritage Library collection of aeromodelling books and
magazines was discussed at the AGM, see below an extract from the minutes.

“Further to this matter, discussions have been taking place between Roger and BMFA Archivist
Doug Hunt about the possibility of the BMFA taking over part or all of the library. An initial
response from Doug has suggested that the BMFA may be able to accommodate part or possibly
all of the Library within their own archive. It was felt that this could provide a positive solution
to an issue which has been troubling SAM 1066 for some time. Further discussions are required
between SAM 1066 and the BMFA on this matter with Roger representing SAM 1066 and Doug
Hunt representing the BMFA.”

The further discussions have taken place with the result that the BMFA will take over the full
library collection.”

The photograph above shows the library collection as it was stored and on the right in process
of dismantling.

The story con nues with Roger Newman’s report.
“A transfer of the full library collection, including racking, was duly achieved over the weekend
of 5th/6th April, with the combined resources & efforts of the Tiller & Newman families at
the Bournemouth end & BMFA Archive volunteers at Buckminster!  Carriage of the magazines,
books & other articles required some 60 plus large cardboard boxes, each box containing
multiple smaller box files.  It needed a long wheel base Transit van to get everything loaded,
but there was room to spare! Bournemouth to load up on the Sat & a round trip of about 370
miles on Sunday to Buckminster & back.  Doug Hunt & his BMFA team had made space available
for storage. They then have to sort everything out, re-assemble the racks & get to grips with
what they have to do to integrate their own archive with the latest additions of our library.
Roy provided comprehensive information! Thanks guys.

As an aside, all of the volunteer teams at Buckminster are doing a really good job on the site,
the cafe is now up & running providing excellent service. The fields are in really good condition
& although not my cup of tea, there was a jet fly-in day in progress when we arrived.
Probably around 40 or so in the pits & several in flight – all very impressive. So much so that I
forgot to take any pics!
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As to further progress at Buckminster. It will take a while for the BMFA team to sort
everything. The long term goal is to merge the two collections, disposing of duplicates at future
swap meets as appropriate & sharing any arising income between SAM1066 & BMFA. Physical
space has to be sorted for the merged collection.
A service similar to that provided by SAM 1066 for plans & magazine copying is intended, as
digitising facilities exist on site for scanning extracts from mags & books. Details & procedures
are yet to be worked out.  Hopefully (& this is a personal view) the BMFA website will get an
update that includes for archive content & services, at present there is nothing mentioned –
again time & resource limited  but I'm sure Doug will cover this in due course.

So there we have it – Roy & Barbara have regained a bedroom, the library is in safe hands & all
went well. My personal thanks to Roy & Barbara for all the work they have done over the years
to create, establish & maintain such a vast amount of material. Members should be very
appreciative of their efforts.

Roger Newman

The photograph above shows the magazines and books in boxes and the racks disassembled, all
in my garage ready for despatch.
On the right all has been loaded onto the van ready for the onward journey.

It has been a pleasure to look after the SAM1066 David Baker Heritage Library collection for
the past 15 years but as I am now in my 90th year and suffering from diminished vision it is
time to relinquish this responsibility.

Thank you to the BMFA for taking over the collection.

Thank you to all those who made donations to the library.

Thank you to all those who have made enquiries and thereby shown that the library has been
serving a need.

Thank you to the readers of my monthly report for their occasional comments.

Signing off and wishing you all well for the future.

Roy Tiller
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A Bit More for the Board - Tony Shepherd

No Jimp or KP01 news this month as time has been at a premium whilst the hoped-for clear
half day for a tissue and dope session failed to materialise but I’m more optimistic for May.
That said, I did have some minor covering repairs to do on one of the models mentioned in what
follows so the board has been used a bit.
I have to say that I was very sad to read the obituary of Dave Clarkson in the April New Clarion.
Dave was an all-rounder and I suppose that his main thing was control line.  Go to Outerzone
and you’ll find 14 designs of his - 13 control line and just one free flight job but it’s his free
flight designs that meant the most to me.
I can’t say that I knew Dave well though we occasionally chatted and shared phone calls.
However I owe him an enormous debt of gratitude as his work has resulted in me having some
of the most reliable and successful free flight contest models that I have flown.  If I go into
my little room I can see five Clarkson designed models hanging up, each of which has flown well
off-the-board and taken comparatively little time to trim to the point where they could give
an exceptionally good account of themselves.  Add these published designs to Dave’s 3-part
series on trimming Slow Open models from the Aeromodeller back in 1998 and you have a great
design package for some highly competitive I/C and fast electric models that have stood me in
good stead for many years and continue to do so.
The first that I built was the Big Brit from the Aeromodeller free plan.  The Brit Power comp
class came as a lower-powered version of SLOP where the maximum engine size was reduced
to 1.5cc (I think it was diesel only and flown to a 2 minute max).  I flew my Big Brit in Brit
Power at my first visit to the FF Nats where it won.  Unfortunately the class fizzled out in
popularity quite quickly but it was at this time that Open Electric was getting going and it was
a fairly simple job to stick an outrunner motor on the front and modify the pylon to accept a
battery and I was soon giving the model a new lease of life.  It performed as well or even better
than it had in I/C power mode and was the perfect starter in electric.

It was typical of all the Clarkson free flight designs that I know of.  Simple to build, flat
bottom wing, square tips, diagonals in wing and tail structure, flat plate offset pylon,
predictable and repeatable climb, transition and glide (it goes up on rails!) and able to cope with
windy conditions.  What more could you want!
The Free Flight Forum report of 1997 included an article by Dave on his approach to Slow Open
Power with a generic plan covering a whole range of sizes for the same design with a chart
giving the critical dimensions and even recommended engine sizes for each.  The article explains
how he developed it by looking at trends elsewhere in this type of model and came up with an
amalgamation of what he regarded as the best features.  And he got it right!  Incidentally, I
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think that the table is also included in the aforementioned Aeromodeller SLOP trimming article
but if I remember correctly Dave told me that this version included a few errors that crept in
when the drawing was transferred into the printable format.  The Free Flight Forum report
was a copy of Dave’s own hand-drawn sheet so you know that its right!

The first model that I built from this data
was the 432squins version with an AM35 for
flying in Slow Open.  It flew so well that I
built a second as my back-up model.  This
Martin Dilly photo of me launching it on an
idyllic day on Salisbury Plain shows my
preferred launch angles – perhaps not the
best but it seems to work.

One of the 432s ended up in Southampton
Water after a flyaway from Beaulieu but it
was washed up and found on the beach at
Gosport albeit without the tailplane.  The
address label and phone number worked and
I collected it from the finder at his house in
Portsmouth on the way home.
I think it was this one that became my next
Open Electric model.  I spent a lot of time
going through the Scorpion Motors catalogue
and performance data programme and
eventually selected a 2212 1920kV
outrunner.
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From then on I just did the same to the model as I’d done with the Big Brit – lengthened the
nose to get the balance right and changed the pylon for a hollow one to house the battery.
It was clear that the power delivery was well up on the AM35 version and this time an almost
vertical launch worked.  And it flew with all the positive traits that the electrified Big Brit
exhibited, only better because it was bigger and more powerful.

As with the SLOP versions, I liked it so much that I built another as a backup but that one
turned out lighter so it became my first choice.  In fact it still is and it was last flown in the
Open class at the BMFA third area meeting just two weeks ago where it gave a great account
of itself despite the very breezy conditions.  Modesty forbids me mentioning the final result.

I built one other electrified Clarkson SLOP, this one being for F1Q more than 10 years ago
when it was a very different class to what it is now.  I chose to build the 355squins version
though being totally honest I can’t remember why!  Suffice it to say that it flew just as well
as the others and the high spot of its flying life was a 3rd place after a second fly-off in Poitou
on a hot summer’s day in 2015 – happy days.  The current rules mean that it wouldn’t be even
slightly competitive in today’s F1Q where the powered glider format is the only way to go but
I had a lot of fun out of it at the time as I’ve had with all of the others.

Thanks Dave.

Tony Shepherd
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Southern Coupe League ’25 - Gavin Manion

Southern Coupe League 2025 and other musings…

A draft SCL programme was published a couple of months ago now and since which time various
events have (not) taken place and the impact of the new FFTC calendar has become clearer.
Firstly, I can restate those events which will form the league for this year as below:

1 Croydon Cagnarata 14thor 15th June Salisbury ray.elliott8@btinternet.com
2 Crookham Gala 28thor 29th June Salisbury chrisredrup@yahoo.com
3 BMFA Nationals 25th August (3rd day?) Sculthorpe Check day
4 Oxford Duration 30thAugust 09.30–13.30 Portmeadow gmlaw7@btinternet.com
5 Birmingham Classic 20th or 21st September Luffenham gavin.manion84@gmail.com
6 Coupe Europa 4thor 5thOctober Salisbury ray.elliott8@btinternet.com
7 Coupe de Brum 4th or 5th November Luffenham gavin.manion84@gmail.com
8 Buckminster Gala 15th or 16th November Buckminster stuartdarmonf1a@yahoo.com

The scoring system is as last year, 12 points for 1st place then 9 for 2nd down to 1 for 10th, all
regardless of the number of entries.

Best 5 from 8 events to count, in the event of a tie at the end of the season then the number
of 1st, 2nd etc. places will be used to resolve.

Additional events may become available as the year progresses and any other “privateer” events
which people may choose to hold will be notified as they become available.

And now to other musings…
A clear impact of the new FFTC calendar has been that the flying of a number of classes has
declined. In particular, and of interest here, is the sad fact that in the first three area events
the “mini group” has attracted just one F1G entry. Without going into any discussion of the
merits or otherwise of this new calendar it seems clear to me that F1G which was previously a
thriving class will not survive unless it’s flyers can see some point in entering a group dominated
by higher performing models.
Accordingly, and purely as a suggestion at this stage, how would F1G and other Coupe flyers
feel about next year’s SCL being open to F1G flown in any “mini group” at FFTC area and gala
events in 2026? Without knowing any details that’s likely to be around 12 FFTC events to which
we could easily attach a programme similar to the one above to give a total of maybe 20 counting
events for the SCL.
The benefits I can see are firstly that there might actually be a point in building and flying
F1G and secondly that the SCL could be won almost without travelling beyond ones local area
venue. The downsides are the loss of camaraderie we had as a group of flyers and probably
most telling that it’s like “a postal” and we don’t like postals.
Should flyers wish to go down this route then I envisage that they would simply email me their
score. I would put everything into a spreadsheet rather as now and report every few weeks
how the placings are.
This note is being emailed to all on my Coupe and Classic email lists and hopefully will be in the
press soon. Please tell me how you want the SCL to be next year.
Thank you,

Gavin Manion
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Occasional Notes from North Wales - Roger Newman

May 2025

It was interesting to read the correspondence last month from Steve Kimminau & Brian Riddle
regarding the Lewis Carroll Society & Bob the Bat. Somewhat galling as well as Steve had
emailed me but the email address used didn't work so I never picked up the originals. Hence I
didn't respond but our Hon Ed sent me the email chain. Again I picked these up very late.
Better late than never to comment.

A quick bit of searching on the information provided by Brian Riddle revealed the following
information from Scientific American dated January 1877.

A further search revealed more about the
Penaud “Helicoptere” mentioned by Steve
Kimminau.

Alphonse Pénaud, a French aviation pioneer,
was born May 31, 1850. In the early 1870s,
Pénaud began building model aircraft
powered by twisted rubber cords, the first
to use what we would call a rubber-band
motor. In 1871, he flew a model aircraft in
the Tuileries for the Aeronautical Society
of France. It had a tail stabilizer in front
of a rear propeller, and both wings and
stabilizer were arched in such a way that
the model was essentially stable – really the
first heavier-than-air powered aircraft to

have such properties. It flew for 11 seconds and covered 130 feet, and was a first on many
counts – most notably, it was the first powered aircraft of any size to achieve stable flight.
He called his model the “Planophore.” (The Planophore has been featured in a previous NC)
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Pénaud made a number of other flying machines, including some ornithopters (flapping
machines, but his most famous creation is undoubtedly his model helicopter. It had two
counter-rotating propellers for stability, one below and one above. Both propellers were
powered by twisted rubber cords that ran between the propellers. He flew these successfully
in Paris, and whether he made models for sale or someone else did, we do not know, but a Pénaud
rubber-band-powered model helicopter was given to young Wilbur and Orville Wright by their
father in 1878, when Wilbur was 11 and Orville was 7. They were fascinated by what to them
was a flying toy, and both later claimed that the Pénaud helicopter inspired them to pursue
their investigations into human flight.

Pénaud helicopters are easy to make, and are also available in kit form, and when you see one
fly, you can well understand how the Wright brothers might have been instantly captivated by
the sight. It is unfortunate and unfair to Pénaud that they are often sold under the name
“Wright Bat.” It is also unfortunate that Pénaud did not live to see what he inspired. Pénaud
would have been 53 years old when the Wright Flyer was launched from Kitty Hawk in 1903.
The famous first flight covered 120 feet in 12 seconds, not much different from the first
flight of the Penaud's “Planophore” in 1871.

Penaud Helicoptere Wright Bat as kitted by Midwest

This info was extracted from an article by Dr. William B. Ashworth, Jr., Consultant for the
History of Science, Linda Hall Library and Associate Professor, Department of History,
University of Missouri-Kansas City. Comments or corrections are welcome;

please direct to: ashworthw@umkc.edu

So what is the answer to origin of Bob the Bat. Perhaps the hypothesis raised by Steve
Kimminau is going in the right direction in that the Penaud creation of around 1870 gave rise
to a further development by an unknown person also in France in the later 1870's, of the device
featured in Scientific American of Jan 1877 & that Lewis Carroll somehow came across the
information, acquired or built one & flew it for Alice Liddell?  The timelines seem to equate.
Another challenge?  Build & fly a replica of Bob the Bat?

As an aside, I was also interested to note Brian's comments about his role at the National
Aerospace Library. He was Chief Librarian at the time we donated David Baker's collection of
full size aviation books to the Library in 2011. From memory there were well over 1000 books,
the majority of which were welcome additions & those that were either duplicates or not
required were still donated as books to be sold for their library fund. Brian was the principal
contact at that time & very helpful - I really cannot understand why his staff role as Chief
Librarian should have been made redundant? Life is very strange sometimes.
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Vintage Lightweights continued

My memory is on the blink, pretty sure that I haven't posted the Buckeridge Lightweight
previously so here it is:

Yet again this model featured in MW Vintage Lightweight comps of the past.

Model Progress (or lack of) on the home front:
Simplex 40 wing, tailplane, fin & both fuselage sides have now been built but not yet finished
in terms of sanding et al. Progress came to a temporary halt with the 1066 library move &
family visits whilst on my travels.
However it's (yet another) decision time! I had resolved to go electric with all the complications
of getting the bits, the accessories, remembering how everything works etc then had a phone
chat with our Chairman. He said “I have a Mills .75 & cut-off timer that you can have.
There's nothing more relaxing than firing up the Mills to tickover & watching the model gently
pirouetting in well-trimmed circles round the sky”!
My resolve to go electric immediately weakened & I might well give in to temptation, as it will
save me a lot of potential grief. Watch this space.  All I would need is a can of sport mix.

Featured Plans for the month:
For whatever reason the mind homed in on Chester Lanzo – possibly because Gianni Lofredo
sent me a picture below of the Lanzo Bomber, which Italian RC fliers have adopted big time.

Power: At 96” span & fitted with an O & R 60, it was a model to behold in free flight at MW.
Where could such a model be flown these days other than Salisbury Plain & maybe Sculthorpe?
Fine for RC elsewhere – maybe? Anyway – the power model featured plan for the month.
Published in 1938.

Rubber: staying on the Lanzo theme, we have the Lanzo Duplex – again many examples of this
model flew at MW. From Air Trails August 1937.

Glider: A deviation form pure vintage free flight to early RC – the Lanzo Thermal Sniffer from
Air Trails August 1949.
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Bomber

Duplex

Thermal Sniffer

It's a good job balsa was reasonably inexpensive in those days!
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Plans for the Month

The Lanzo ‘Bomber’
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The Lanzo ‘Duplex’

The Lanzo ‘Thermal Sniffer

That's all for this month. Roger Newman
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One Design Postal Competition – John Barker’s “Gigi”

Some of you may be aware that a few years ago the Italian chapter of SAM, SAM 2001, ran an
International Tomboy Postal Competition.  It was mainly for various R/C versions of Tomboys but
there was also one class for Free Flight versions (or R/C with the electronics switched off!).  To
enter one had to fly a 36” Tomboy with a Mills 75 for power with a maximum tank size of 3cc.  The
competition lasted 12 months from 1st July until 30th  June and you simply had to fly your model
and get the flight timed from launch to landing then send you time to the organiser.  You could fly
anywhere and anywhen.  If you achieved a better time later in the year then you entered that one
as well and it became your score and you could enter as many scores as you liked throughout the
year.  DT’s of any type were permitted.  At the end of the 12 months there were prizes for the top
three flyers.  Pleased to tell that both John Andrews and myself were victorious at some time.
Regrettably the event has now fallen by the wayside for reason’s unknown but we have been
wondering if it could perhaps be rekindled.  The basic format would probably stay the same BUT
the suggestion is that instead of making it for the Tomboy a different design could be selected and
this year we are currently thinking of the ‘Gigi’ designed by the late John Barker and included as a
free plan in the Aeromodeller of December 1964.  Several flyers are known to have built them and
are keen to enter the postal comp and a few others I have spoken to are up for building one for it
(me included!).
The plan and original article are available on the Outerzone website for you to download at:

https://outerzone.co.uk/plan_details.asp?ID=2611 .

Either put it on a memory stick and take it to your local print shop or just go there and give them
this link and they’ll probably print it for you from that.  Alternatively Derick Scott runs an excellent
plans service and can print and send you a copy for a very reasonable price – he can be contacted:

on 07410 915914 or by email derick@model-plans.co.uk

The model must be built to the plan with no scaling but any diesel engine can be used though the
maximum fuel allocation is 3cc left in the tank when you launch.  DT’s are not mandated but are
strongly advised.
Anyone with a stopwatch can time you – they don’t have to be a BMFA member.  1 July 2025 until
30 June 2026 is the current intention but that might change when we get a clear picture of numbers
– remember that you’ll have 12 months to get you flights in so it isn’t critical to be flying yours from
Day 1.
As I mentioned above there is already some interest out there so if you would like to have a go at
this then would you please let me know and we’ll see just how much interest there is.

Contact me at chairman@sam1066.org

Tony Shepherd
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Secretary’ Notes for May 2025 - Ray Elliott

This month I thought I’d write about my experiences with one of my favourite designs –
Tom Smith’s “Nig Nog”.

I first became acquainted with the ‘Nig Nog’ when, as a 14-year-old, I saw Tom Smith win Open
Power at the 1960 Nationals. I thought the climb was fantastic and aesthetically it was perfect
with its elliptical wing (I think it’s parabolic) and tailplane. I can still picture his flyoff flight
even now, 65 years on.
I bought the Aeromodeller plan a few years later, thinking I must build one. This was a wildly
optimistic move on my part as building it would be way beyond my experience and skill level at
the time even though I’d been flying power for a while. But nothing like the ‘Nig Nog’. Never
mind the thought of flying the beast with its 550 square inch wing and ETA 29 power. For such
a big model, by my standards anyway, the wing seemed to be of very light construction which
also put me off.
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I folded up the plan and put it away but carried on flying power, mainly 1/2A, until the late
70’s. After that it was almost exclusively rubber for the next 30 plus years.
2013 and the coming of E36 I was persuaded by my good friend, Peter Tolhurst, to build one.
I thought this would be an opportunity to finally build a ‘Nig Nog’ albeit in scaled down form.
So began a renewal of my interest.
I bought scaled down plans for both 36 in and 48 in span versions from Derrick Scott with the
larger one to be for BMFA Electric.
So, the Nig Nog became an E36.  I simplified the wing construction by having one upper spar
at the high point of the section. I used an F1B carbon boom for the fuselage. I had some good
results with this model but lost it at the Crookham Gala in 2019 on Salisbury Plain when it
landed in dense woods and I had trouble with the tracker.

In late 2015 I built the 48in (300sq in) version for BMFA Electric. This is powered by a DYS
2826 2200kv motor which is potent (320W with a 7.5 x 4 prop) and as such proved quite tricky
to trim. I got there in the end but have still managed to damage it more than once due to bad
launches. It is currently waiting check flights following its latest mish
Following the loss of my E36 I decided to build another one during Lockdown. I was just getting
somewhere with trimming it when, to my chagrin, I lost it on DT (!) on Salisbury Plain.
The latest one is a bit left field. I wanted to try an E36 with more wing area than the standard
version, so I built one from the 48 in plan with the span reduced to 36 in. However, reducing
the fuselage length in the same
way would have been ridiculous so
I made it slightly shorter than
the 48in version and changed the
tail area such that the tail
volume coefficient remained the
same as the original. It’s too
early to say how this model flies
as I have only just started
trimming it,
Will I be building another one?
Quite likely.
For further information on the
“Nig Nog” see the article in the
March 1961 Aeromodeller.
A copy can be obtained from the
SAM1066 Library .

Ray Elliott
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Events and Notices
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25th May - Revised times Sunday12-00 til 15-00
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Provisional Events Calendar 2025
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

February 22nd Saturday Coupe De Brum, Luffenham
or February 23rd Sunday

March 9th Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 23rd Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

April 6th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
April 18th Friday Northern Gala, Luffenham
or April 19th Saturday

May 4th Sunday BMFA 4th Area
May 24th Saturday London Gala, salisbury Plain
or May 25th Sunday

June 1st Sunday BMFA 5th Area
June 14th Saturday Croydon, & 1066, salisbury Plain
or June 15th Sunday

July 6th Sunday BMFA 6th Area
July 26th Saturday East Anglian Gala, sculthorpe
& July 27th Sunday East Anglian Gala, sculthorpe

August 9th Saturday Southern Gala, salisbury Plain
or August 10th Sunday
August 23rd Saturday FF Nationals, sculthorpe
August 24th Sunday FF Nationals, sculthorpe
August 25th Monday FF Nationals, sculthorpe

September 7th Sunday BMFA 7th Area
September 13th Saturday Stonehenge, sculthorpe
& september 14th Sunday & Equinox cups

October 4th Saturday Croydon & 1066, salisbury Plain
or sunday 5th Sunday
October 12th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 25th Saturday Midland Gala, Luffenham
or October 26th Sunday

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of sAM 1066 events at salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of sAM 35 events refer to sAM sPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org
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Useful Websites
SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kits - www.belairkits.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US sAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Vintage Radio Control - www.norcim.org
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, Patrik Gertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
John Andrews www.johnandrewsaeromodeller.webs.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


