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The name’s the game

They say a rose by any other name etc., but it does add
something to your model if what you dub it is aptly
descriptive. For instance, it can be a bit of a let down if,
say, you call your model Nimbus Nudger when the only
thing it nudges is the airfield fence. Or you could be lucky
in choosing the name /Icarus if, on your model’s maiden
flight, the wings fall off. But, generally, it is better to be
like the Americans who, having emotively exhausted the
terminology of fauna and flora, the stars above and the
universe in general, became coldly scientific, and now
identify all machines with code letters. Then, again, it is
somewhat cynical to evoke the names of tigers, jaguars
and other creatures brought to the verge of extinction, for
our polluting gadgets.

Most model flyers, though, no longer trouble to give
their models names at all, probably because the models
now all look so much alike, so that the term Wakefield,
A/2, Team Racer etc, is title enough. However, there are
times when a name becomes obligatory, such as the model
plan being published or put into a kit. It is on such occa-
sions that you need a bit of inspiration like the chap who
called his Wake Hereward, or the one who entitled his
team racer Penelope (Pitstop).

These thoughts occurred to me on seeing a model, if
model it be, of curious and lopsided configuration — a
wing and a bit — claiming the most inapt appellation of a
symmetrically perfect, multi-hued bird. Surely, ‘XY Plus’
would have been more befitting.
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A DT that won't set the world on fire....Here is how it works: Set
the wire hook in the "Hold" position. Roll up a small peliet of Silly
Putty and place it in the grooved aluminum holder. When ready to
launch, flip the end of the hook into the "Operating" position. The
hook will then start its journey through the Silly Putty and pop up
the tail at the preset time....hopefully. Ignore reference to the "type
cleaner” pellet. It's the sticky stuff they used to use to clean type-
writer type - a real dinosaur in this 21st century of word processors.
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