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Down to Earth
Apparently, if the Wakefield wizards could stretch their motor runs one whit as far as their
imaginations, that old clubroom chestnut, the 5 min. still air flight, might yet become a reality. Only
fly in the ointment is the recent discovery that still air just isn’t. Meteorological observation now
revealing the presence of "dense masses moving rapidly downwards."
Well, you certainly live and learn � the only dense masses I’ve observed moving rapidly downwards
have been those groups of clueless spectators who will venture too close to erratic power models.

Club  News:
Crowdon and Riskit M.F.C.

In securing the use of a mobile shop wagon from a local greengrocer we are happy to say that our
efforts to obtain suitable transport for visiting the various rallies and model events have at last borne
fruit.

Hell’s Angels M.F.C.
We have recently been conducting a series of experiments with home-made jet engines. New
members are urgently required.

Southern Lows and Debrett M.F.C.
Once again our annual gala has been a great success, and even now we are pushing ahead with
arrangements for our next year’s social garden party. Choice of a new venue has not yet been finally
settled, but negotiations are proceeding for the use of Berkeley Square. While this may be
considered by some to be rather cramped for model flying activities we feel it will provide a more
appropriate setting for this yearly highlight in the social calendar. In any case, in view of the extensive
prize giving and luncheon ceremonies, we are planning, it is extremely doubtful that our very full
programme will allow for any model flying.

Non-stop to Stardom
Prejudiced, possibly by too much newspaper gossip, I had always imagined Hollywood film stars to
be exclusively devoted to one particular hobby, and I don’t mean aeromodelling. So I was surprised
to learn that some of them are capable of wielding a balsa hatchet with the best. Seeking more
information I wrote to famous tough guy, Mr. Umpty Undercart. He replied that while the last bit of
team racing he did was in Ben-Hur, many of the stars had gone in for C/L flying in a big way. To
illustrate his point he enclosed the following report.
Now, it seems that blonde and beautiful secretaries have their stenographic limitations; or so I gather
from the lack of punctuation:
" I went to see a flying demonstration by the stars and along came Miss Jane Bustle with all exposed
parts fully streamlined, her model was a cracker shaped like a banana the highly polished fuselage
reflecting the classy workmanship she so often displayed bending down she started the engine with
an angry snarl the model ripped away her dress fluttering in the breeze as she twirled around the
crowd roaring approval meanwhile someone had ventured inside the circle and the model hit him.
Bing Crosswire was so startled that he hurriedly left his trousers behind being torn and rent."
I Tawt I Taw
Our own diminutive specimen of domesticated felinity seems to regard my model "workshop" as
nothing more than a well-stocked larder of edible cat-fodder. Partial to most all products, ranging
from plastic wheels to jap tissue, its special epicurean delight would seem to be for a tasty tit-bit of
scrumptious, chewsome balsa wood.
Expensive as pussy’s palate might be, it does at least serve as a very useful balsa-hardness gauge.
Very hard stock would reveal only a few frustrated fang indentations, medium stock is identifiable as
a pulp-chewed mass, while the real soft stuff, as is customary, finds its way into the kit.
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Extract from paperback Clarion circa 2003

Old Warden & North Luffenham
Captains Log: star -date August 10 th .2003.

The wife Rachel, grandson Jamie, and I beamed down to Old Warden for the second day of the
SAM35 Vintage Weekend.

It was a glorious day; we had travelled down via Cardington, the sheds looked impressive in the
morning sunshine.  Entering Old warden, I choked back the tears when I had the tenner plucked from my
reluctant fingers at the gate, then onward into the field to park by the control-line activities.

True to form, Jamie�s first port of call was the Caf� for sausage rolls and cold drinks, then up and
down the Trade Stands passing time of day with my number one fan John Hook. I do now have a rival for
John�s affections however, in the shape of one John White who apparently has written a hilarious article
in some northern newsletter.  I�m still after a copy to see what the competition is like.  (Small digression
by worried Clarion scribe of Rugby)

The next step was to set up camp out on the field, we took chairs, two fishing umbrellas, and, of
course, the model box.  It was an extremely hot day with no wind to speak of, so we set up in the middle
of the field.  I hammered the poles of the two umbrellas vertically into the ground using them as sunshades
rather than their normal use as windbreaks.  I don�t handle sunshine very well so I was lathered up with
factor 60 sun block and wearing my somewhat battered white sun-hat.  I didn�t bother with the beach tent,
which was just as well as things turned out later.

The effort of setting up camp had me melting in the sun, so the first activity was lack of activity.  I
had half an hour resting my backside in a chair watching the world go by and admiring the efforts of other
modellers while I cooled down.  One thing struck me, why is it that half the high-wing cabin sports jobs
seem to fly round with the inside wing down?  They look on the edge of spinning in to me.  I suppose the
modellers must regard wing warps as a building defect rather than a trimming aid.  On reflection, I must
admit that I have many �trimming aids� in the models I build.

It was good sitting and watching the huge variety of models cavorting about the sky.  The drift was
so inconsistent, that in some instances models launched at the same time drifted off in different directions.
Old Warden seems to shrink in size when you start your flights in the middle of the field.  I saw models
drift off over the road, others over the trade stands and some off towards the radio flight line.

Lethargy finally passed and I got out the winding jig and had a few flights with 36-3, the rubber
job that was knocked about at the BMFA Nationals.  I had refurbished (that�s renovated,no, mended) the
broken prop blades and usual tissue damage.  It was soon back in trim.

Grandson Jamie then decided it was lunchtime and we were off to the Caf� to fill the water bottles,
then back to camp via the car to pick up the cold box with the sandwiches.

We had ourselves a picnic well underway
when Peter Tomlinson came walking down from the
car park looking for somewhere to set up.

Peter set up alongside us, for want of a better
place I suppose.  He was airing his low-wing Earl Stahl
Hurricane.  The name being an unhappy coincidence
as events transpired towards the end of the day.

After we finished our lunch, we set about having
a few more flights.  Peter�s Hurricane was flying quite
steadily and I rigged up 0-2 my larger open rubber
model.  0-2 never seems to fly the same way two days
running.  One day it will be stalling then the next day
it will be failing to climb.  It took one or two attempts
to get it on song again but eventually I managed to get
it back in trim.

When recovering up by the radio end I noticed
that a couple of horses in the paddock opposite
seemed to have blindfolds over their eyes.  I suppose
it was to save the poor animals the embarrassment of
having to watch my feeble attempts to re-trim 0-2.

Pictured alongside are Peter and I modelling
sunhats fit only for the dustbin, what a pair of
reprobates, if only the Devil were to cast his net, what
a catch.

It was later in the afternoon when the fun?
started.  I put quite a few turns on 0-2, as a final check
to ensure there was no power stall and the model
D/T�d up by the horses.
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As I set off to retrieve, I noticed that a
breeze had started to make its presence felt. I
picked up the model and, as I turned towards base
for the return journey, I became aware of the breeze
stiffening.  As I walked, the breeze became a wind
still increasing in strength and I had to stop and re-
adjust my grip on the model to protect the wing.

Looking up, as I began to continue my
return, what do I see?  A damn great fishing
umbrella hurtling towards me, bowling end over end
in the increasing wind.  Now I�m the guy who played
7 aside rugby football for the Royal Corps of Signals
under floodlights in the Hong Kong Football
Stadium in 1955, I was certainly not letting a mere
fishing umbrella get by me.  I turned sideways to protect the model and prepared to �stiff-arm� the brolley
as it approached.  I thought perhaps I might �clothes-line� it and get a grip that way.

The umbrella was no fool, it rolled sideways and neatly sidestepping me it continued on its merry way.
On reflection, perhaps that indicates one of the reasons why �The Signals� got knocked out in the quarter finals
at the Hong Kong sevens back in �55.

On getting back to camp, I managed, with Peters help, to get the model back on the winding jig but the
wind continued to rise.  By now it was up to gale force, Peter and I set about trying to take the model apart.
The wing cracked in the wind but we managed to get the model disassembled.  Luckily, I had my heavy
cardboard model box and had set it down end on to the wind.  With the model, safely back in the box I looked
around to take stock.

It was like a battlefield, there were wings, tails, fuselages etc blowing off down the field with modellers
in hot pursuit.  Many of the lightweight polystyrene boxes were also amongst the debris careering along
downwind.  I hear a bit of a squeal and I see Rachel fighting with one of our umbrellas, then everything became
a bit of a blur memory wise.  Grandson Jamie was off somewhere sitting on a guy�s model box whilst the owner
chased his bits and pieces.  Someone else must have pulled down our other umbrella as I helped Rachel get
hers down.  Eventually we had our kit under control, umbrellas rolled, chairs folded all flat on the floor.  We
then scuttled about picking up other peoples bits and pieces.  The damage that must have been done to
numerous models does not bear thinking about.  We gave it best about then and retired to the car ready for
the off.

I was talking with Malcolm Jagger at Wallop later and he said that type of wind was called a Sirocco.  I
looked it up in my dictionary, which says it is a �hot moist wind in south Europe, to me it was a bloody hurricane
out of nowhere.

August 17 th North Luffenham
The following weekend, I was at North Luffenham for the Timperley Gala.  The wind was reasonably

light but in the worst direction, straight across the narrow part towards the hangers.  The organisers had to
settle for a short maximum of two minutes.  I had repaired 0-2 from the ravages of Old Warden and re-trimmed
it the day before, so I was up for it.

I entered open rubber, put 0-2 together, had a check flight with a couple of hundred turns or so and all
was well, or so it appeared.  I wound up for the first flight with, I think, a conservative 750 turns or so, collared
a volunteer timekeeper and launched.
0-2 kicked me in the teeth again, it zoomed up to
about 50 feet then proceeded to fly in flat fast circles
like a pylon racer.  Very little height was gained, cruise
was useless then down it came well short of
requirements. John Boy had blown it again.  The
conditions that day were extreme to my eyes, big lift
and big sink, but I don�t think conditions were my
problem with that flight.

I stuffed 0-2 back in the box and since, I have
decided to start trimming from square one.  I looked
at the wing warp and it was quite a lump, possibly
crept in with the repair work, so I have re-set it at
about half of what it was and 0-2 awaits re-trim.
I digress, back to Luffenham to continue the
competition.  I had my Hep-Cat with me, so back to control and enter vintage.
Same procedures as in open rubber, check flight OK, wind, find timekeeper and launch.  Two textbook flights
D/T just over 2 minutes and down just before the hangers.  John Boy is on a roll, what can go wrong.  I�ll tell
you later.

Digression first, on one flight I collared Hanger Meetings man Noel Parry for timing.  I wound up and
bang the motor broke.  Whilst surveying the bobbin with the short ends of the broken motor hanging off the
winder, I hear this buzzing rattle from the model.  The motor had jammed in the front end of the blast tube that
was now rotating at a furious pace in the fuselage unwinding the motor.

Authors
Open

Rubber
model 0-2

Authors Hep-Cat
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I replaced the motor and wound up again.  As I tried to set the Tomy DT, the output arm swiftly returned to
zero, the bob weights had been knocked off by the rattling blast tube.  There was no provision for fuse DT, so
I engaged my prop stop (that was Noel) and panicked about looking for bits to fit.  I had to use a snuffer tube,
as there was waist high tinder dry grass in the DT area.  I found a bobbin with a piece of tube through it, so I
fitted the tube across the Tomy with cyno.  Then I had to cyno some tape by the tube to prevent the fuse setting
fire to the aircraft.  All this, with Noel hanging on to the prop and the wound motor cooking away.  I got it all
together then nothing to light the fuse.  Noel�s brain kicked in then �use the lighter in the car� says he.  We
were up and away, one of the textbook? flights I mentioned earlier.

Back to the comp, I had Noel on standby for the third and final flight.  I tried to be a little more professional
this time and waited, with the model wound, sniffing the air for lift.  Noel pointed out a guy with a big Lanzo
about 150 yards upwind so we waited for him to go.  He launched, it looked OK but muggings got too excited
and launched before the Lanzo got to us.  Noel quietly said �I think you�ve gone too soon�.  He was right, I was
in the sink in front of the lift and was up and down well under requirements.  Dipped out yet again.

Back next time with my Wallop 2003.
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From the book  �Paper Airplanes�  by  Nick Robinson
Copyright � 1991Quintet Publishing Limited

All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval system
or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical, photocopying, recording

or otherwise, without the permission of the copyright holder.
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Tailplane andrudder showing locating system Showing rudder fitted to tailplane
carbon rod in rudder and aluminium tube in tailplane and band holder system.
with milliplyrudder support and elastic band holder.
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Frank Ehling�s Dual Air for twin OK CO2motors Bill Tyler�s Half Pint. Originally for OK CO2
electric RC version shown
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Frank Ehling�s In-B-Tween from Model Airplane News June 1947
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Design Designer Source Date Span
(in)

Secondary plan
source Description Construction

In-B-Tween Frank
Ehling MAN Jun-47 30 S35S Oct 93

(Green Botts 78)
High wing cabin, twin
fin, tricycle uc. Stick and tissue

Half Pint Bill Tyler Air Trails Aug-47 28 Outerzone High wing cabin Stick and tissue
Sliced rib wing

Breather Bill Winter Air World Sep-47 34 Outerzone High wing cabin Stick and tissue
Model Airplane
Course Lesson 7
CO2 Powered

Howard
McEntee MAN Nov-47 30 High wing. T-tail Stick and tissue.Sheet

covered fuselage

Dual Air Frank
Ehling MAN Oct-47 44

S35S
(Green Botts 28)
Outerzone

Mid wing twin
engined Stick and tissue

Powerhouse 33 Dick Korda Berkeley kit 1947 33 Outerzone High wing
cabin/pylon Stick and tissue

SE5a A Howay Scalemaster
Model Co Feb-48 19 Outerzone Scale

(alt. power rubber}
Detailed stick and
tissue. No tank/bottle
installation shown

Co-ette Jay Holmes Air Trails Apr-48 23 High wing cabin
(alt. power rubber} Stick and tissue

Bristol Bullet Walt
Schroder Air Trails May-48 19 Outerzone Scale biplane

(alt.power rubber}
Stick and tissue CO2
installation  in article

Curtiss Junior
CW1

Red
Kochman Air Trails May-48 34 Outerzone Scale.

High wing pusher
Stick and tissue. Sheet
fuselage.

Stinson Voyager Earl Stahl MAN Jun-48 31 Outerzone Scale.
High wing cabin Stick and tissue

Carbonator 1 Walt
Schroder Flying Aces Jun-48 36 S35S Aug-89 High wing pylon Stick and tissue
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