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Fuselage formers glued in with temporary spacers still inplace.
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Basic tail plane structure before any sanding & shaping.

Fin partially shaped & sanded. I found this a bit tricky as ittapers in thickness
from bottom to the top, so mine differs somewhat from the plan detail.
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Stringers in place- rear most fuselage former cut
& top section tilted forward to facilitate tip-up tail for DT.
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Basic wing sections partly rubbed down & 1/16 ply dihedral braces cut.
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HMS Medusa , the old

XV Patrick Blacket, the new
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Tornado with flying Tornados
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Hello Friends
Thank you to all of you who ordered a Mustang kit at the reduced price last week - it gave us a much
needed injection of funds as we shell out on frightening amounts of materials and print/packaging
for this year�s Christmas manufacturing bonanza

LAST CHANCE!!!
This is your final reminder that from Tuesday 6th May , all multi-winged models (+ the Westland
Lysander) in the Magnificent Flying Machines range will increase from �34.99 to �39.99. This is to
cover our ever increasing production costs. Single winged models will remain at �34.99 until the
Autumn when these too will have to increase in price.
If you’ve had your eye on one of these for a while, order yours now:

https://www.vintagemodelcompany.com/magnificent-flying-machines
We�ve been enjoying an all too rare spell of glorious sunny weather in the Peak District and it has
been hard to resist taking every opportunity to be outside (and more often than not, whizzing around
the country lanes in the Sprite!)

However, last weekend was very much an indoor scene as the BMFA held their Indoor Scale
Nationals event at the Walsall Campus of Wolverhampton University.
I couldn�t make Saturday�s RC competitions, however I did make the short trip down the M6 on
Sunday for what turned out to be a superb free-flight event.
It�s a long story, but the shortened version is that I�d planned to spend a couple of hours at the event
in the morning under strict instructions from she who must be obeyed, that I must leave the afternoon
free for a spot of lawn mowing at home.
Well that didn�t quite go to plan�
We�d organised to have a table at the event to sell some surplus aero-modelling bits and bobs as
well as a few kits. Doug Hunt, chairman of SAM35, had kindly volunteered to run the �shop� but on
Sunday was roped in to do static judging on the models competing that day.
Apparently there had been a few issues with our card reader on Saturday and Doug asked, as I was
there, if I could have a quick look to see if I could fix it.
No sooner had I stepped behind the stall than a customer pounced on the opportunity to buy an
esoteric vacuum-formed moulding of an unspecified radial engine.
�I�ll have that� he said.
�I have no idea what it is, but I�ll find a plane to stick onto it!� he continued.
I hastily grabbed his �2.00 and hey presto, I was back into market trader mode - an alien version of
yours truly, who usually emerges only in the darkness of winter Christmas markets.
Before I�d had time to realise what was happening, it was approaching 5pm and I was asked whether
I might present the trophy we had made for the winner of the Kit Scale competition�
I�m so glad I stayed.
I got to meet so many of you Aerogramme readers and customers who I knew by name and email
address but not in person. You were all so encouraging and complimentary about VMC and our
products, it was truly heart-warming.
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Well done to all who competed and especially to the winners, who had to produce something very
special indeed given the standard of competition. It was also great personally, to cheer on Andrew
Darby who was competing with one of his own designs - our Magnificent Flying Machines Hawker
Hurricane. It was a brave move to take on the floaty, high wing cabin models with a fearsome low
wing fighter plane�
I�d like to make special mention of Paul Rich who, with his team, put on such a great event. These
things always appear seamless as you�re experiencing them, but the amount of behind the scenes
work for months beforehand should not be overlooked - thanks Paul.
I never did get the card machine running (�cash is king� as they say), but thankfully on my return
home, my lovely wife was sitting in the sunshine �a few glasses in� and had forgotten all about the
lawn
Here are a few pics from the day that hopefully give a flavour of the models and modellers competing
- I’m sorry there aren’t more but I was busy on the stall!
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Yes, you read that right!
We were spreading the aero-modelling word to
a new audience last month with a stall at the
Royal Horticultural Society�s season opener at
the Three Counties Showground near Malvern.
The show ran from:
Thursday 8th - Sunday 11th May 2025 you
can get more information at:

https://rhsmalvern.co.uk/
This is a bit of a departure for us, but it�s one of
those �If you don�t try, you�ll never know�
scenarios. We sell a LOT of kits to the general
public over Christmas so we thought it was
worth seeing if there was any demand in the
middle of the year.
RHS members and gardeners in general tend
to be older with more disposable income fit our
�target demographic�, so fingers crossed�
We were in the Indoor Shopping Hall Stand 11.
Hopefully some of you found us.

The Vintage Model Company The Cattle Sheds Flagg Buxton, Derbyshire SK17 9QT
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