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Editorial

First off, can anyone identify this model
on the right here, our Membership
Secretary Martin Pike is interested in it.

I have had a pretty good selection of
aeromodelling articles for this issue, in
fact I’ve held over a few for the July
issue.

I seem to have at last stirred up some interest in the membership in penning a few words for
this our monthly newsletter. Please don’t rest on your laurels think up some other subjects and
don’t let your pens get cold.

Right, what have we assembled for this June issue?

 Martin Pike is after the identity of the model depicted above.
 Trevor Hahner relates the building of his ‘Ethereal Lady’. We look forward to an article

on the trimming.
 Pylonius has a dig at iron curtain democracies, burning of models and the poor memory

of contest winners.
 I dig out another of my vintage epistles from 2003, the last in a series I penned on

indoor modelling.
 Our ex secretary Roger sends a long varied report from North Wales, covering Boats

Trains and Planes, all of the full size variety.
 Engine test is the Enya .09-III from the Aeromodeller June 1956.
 Martin Pike sends in a copy of ‘The Vintage Model Co’ newsletter, makes interesting

reading. Included is the ghost of Martin in one picture.
 Model Aircraft ‘Here and There’ carries details of a Danish camping and model flying

opportunity. Also gripes and response to the age old problem of bringing in new
participants to our hobby.

 Nick Peppiatt, in his 88th report, tells of the goings on at the Free-Flight Indoor Scale
Nationals, 27th April 2025, held in Wolverhampton University, Walsall Sports Centre. As
usual he includes many pictures.

 Heard at the Hangar Doors announces the patronage of his highness the Duke of
Edinburgh had been conferred on the SMAE. Also reported was the possibility of the
sale of Fairlop Aerodrome, once the centre of aeromodelling activity, to the local council
for use as an open space for the public.

 Paul Lovejoy has responded for my call to arms with an article describing his models.
 I dived into Wikipedia for information on Hot Air Balloons and their performance

records.
 Roy Vaughn has followed up his F1J trimming article in last issue with one on trimming

his vintage power model ‘The Jimp’.
 Another of Ray Malmstrom’s delights, ’The Space Ace’ is featured. His detailed plans

are works of art.
 The secretary’s notes for June highlight his build of Joe Bilgri’s 1955 Wakefield.
 Roger Newman’s plans for the month follow.
 We wind up with Chris Redrup’s details of the Crookham gala.

Editor
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My Ethereal Lady - Trevor Hahner

Constructional stages

Fuselage formers glued in with temporary spacers still in place.
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Basic tail plane structure before any sanding & shaping.

Fin partially shaped & sanded. I found this a bit tricky as it tapers in thickness
from bottom to the top, so mine differs somewhat from the plan detail.

My detail at tail of the fuselage.
It seemed a bit "crowded" trying to get the stringers together at the same time as
incorporating the tail wheel assembly, so I've made a solid block from lightweight balsa,
stopped the stringers short and split the block length wise & glued the tail wheel centrally.
The extra weight is negligible.
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Stringers in place - rear most fuselage former cut
& top section tilted forward to facilitate tip-up tail for DT.

The original build notes suggest "ham fisted builders" may choose to in-fill first 3 bays with
1/16 balsa, and being someone who is very adept at putting fingers through tissue covering, I
have done just that. The photo also shows the very well-used KSB DT timer in temporary
position. Just visible is a small balsa tray which will carry a tracker. The grass on Area 8
Salisbury Plain has not been cut for the past 2 years, and during the late summer my ancient
legs have struggled with model retrieval. Hopefully the tracker will help to solve this issue &
save me walking around in circles for so long!!!!

Nose coming along - PAW 1cc in place on paxolin mount. I like to use paxolin on wide fuselages
as it is then easy to make engine adjustments etc. I had to solder an extension to the fuel
needle to clear the fuselage side. Fuselage build nearly complete - always more rubbing down
needed!!
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Basic wing sections partly rubbed down & 1/16 ply dihedral braces cut.

Ready for covering. I still had some heavy weight model span, so I used white on the wings &
tail surfaces, with yellow on the fuselage.

My version of Ethereal Lady is now complete & waiting for a calm weekend on Salisbury Plain,
plus the fabled KK long grass

Trevor Hahner
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Extract from Model Aircraft June 1956

Model Aircraft June 1956
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Clarion June 2003 - John Andrews
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Extract from paperback Clarion June 2003. - John Andrews
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North Wales - Roger Newman

Occasional Notes from North Wales: June 2025:

A digression from building – because it is raining so no gardening & I hadn't got any hardwood
for engine bearers, so I couldn't do anything to get on with the Simplex 40 fuselage. Resorted
to a bit of web browsing to recover.
Hence something a little different, after checking with our Hon. Editor that it was ok to do so
– all about real boats, trains & planes.

The first of these is old & arose when I got a WhatsApp message with a picture of the latest
Royal Navy experimental ship to appear in Portsmouth – this from one of my sons, who does
volunteer work on HMS Medusa, which is the last surviving Harbour Defence Motor Launch,
built from wood in 1943 & operates out of Haslar Marina in Gosport, after undergoing extensive
restoration by a team of volunteers over the last few years.

HMS Medusa, the old

XV Patrick Blacket, the new
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The new is XV Patrick Blackett, an adapted Fast Crew Supplier 4008 (FCS 4008), designed and
built by Damen Group, purchased by the MoD & suitably modified for use by the Royal Navy.
The ship entered Portsmouth Naval Base for the first time on 27 July 2022 & went to sea
under the Blue Ensign for the first time on 21 February 2023 to undergo sea acceptance trials.
It is intended to be used by the Royal Navy as a test bed for new technologies, including
unmanned underwater vehicles, unmanned surface vehicles and quantum navigation (the latter
is stated to be some very new form of technology that promises to complement and, in some
cases, provide alternatives to traditional satellite-based navigation but is probably a long way
from being reality).
First tests have apparently been successfully concluded.

Moving to trains, readers may be aware of my occasional previous excursions into the world of
steam. A very recent news item appeared that indicated Tornado (an  A1 “new build” Pacific
steam loco from modern times) had been equipped to cope with digital signalling & had
undergone trials on a section of the existing line between Shrewsbury & Newtown i.e. in our
local area. Apparently the first steam loco in the world to be so equipped (digital signalling
involves the use of electronic and computer-based systems to control train movements, as
opposed to traditional mechanical or relay-based systems). The loco was built after the whole
class was scrapped when BR transitioned so hastily from steam to diesel. The trials were
apparently successful.

Tornado with flying Tornados

Curiosity then led me down another path – what other “new build” steam locos have been built
in recent years. I knew of a Great Western Saint rebuilt from the remains of a withdrawn Hall
classs, done with loving care by the Great Western Society at Didcot & saw it before the
general public unveiling in 2019.
Last summer the Bluebell line in Sussex steamed & put into service a completed Earl Marsh H2
Brighton Atlantic No. 32424 ‘Beachy Head’ built by the Bluebell Atlantic Group. Have there
been any more? I am aware that an LMS Patriot class loco has been in construction for several
years but progress is quite slow, probably due to funding (lack of) issues?
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Saint Class Lady of Legend

Brighton Atlantic Beachy Head
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and so to Ground Effect Aircraft.
Very recent publicity has surfaced about an electric powered ground effect “seaglider” that
has undergone first floatation tests (pardon the pun). First flight & entry into service dates
haven't been quantified.
Anyway, a little more about this rather novel device, as a précis from the website. The 12-
passenger REGENT Viceroy seaglider prototype, at 55ft long with a 65ft wingspan, is quoted
to be the largest-ever all-electric flying machine and represents a novel mode of
transportation. The high-speed vessel is stated to operate exclusively over water in three
modes — floating on the hull (?), foiling above the waves on hydrofoils, and flying in ground
effect within one wingspan of the surface of the water. (does this mean flying over choppy
water is a non-starter?)

REGENT Viceroy Seaglider

REGENT, the developer and manufacturer of seagliders, is “pioneering the future of maritime
mobility”. The seaglider is a novel all-electric high-speed vessel that is planned to operate
exclusively over water to connect coastal destinations. Viceroy travels at up to 180mph to
service routes up to 180 miles on a single charge. (how long to recharge with whatever
infrastructure?)

REGENT has raised more than $90 million from investors including 8090 Industries, Founders
Fund, Japan Airlines, and Lockheed Martin. REGENT is capitalized because it is an acronym,
standing for "Regional Electric Ground Effect Nautical Transport". Certification is being
pursued via the US Coastguard Agency rather than the FAA? Less rigorous perhaps? Will it
make it or will it be yet another blooper? Time will tell.

Adoption of the concept was
discussed locally in 2023 for
a service between Llandudno
& Liverpool, conceptually
interesting but never
practical or financially viable
and seems to have faded to
obscurity.

To my mind, electricity &
water do not make good
bedfellows?

AG600 from China
Right at the opposite end of the spectrum, China has just certified a rather large flying boat.
It's a four-engine amphibious turboprop with a 130-foot wingspan designed as a water
bomber for fire-fighting & probably for unknown transportation uses.
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Memories yet again, I
recall seeing the Saunders
Roe Princess at Cowes when
young.  A majestic sight
but a commercial disaster.
Three were built but only
one ever flew & all were
scrapped following a period
of storage when corrosion
was discovered in the
airframes. Such is life.

Saunders Roe Princess

Whatever has happened to spark ignition
engines? Does anyone ever fly models
powered by these wonderful old engines?
In the early & particularly the middle
era's of vintage free flight revival, they
were quite regularly seen at Middle
Wallop. Nowadays I guess they're like
snow in summer. Will we ever see the like
of a Goldberg Valkyrie again?
The original Brown Junior petrol engine
Our founder - one David Baker had a
collection of Brown Juniors including two
Russian replicas, they were amongst his
favourite engines. At one time, they
commanded quite a decent price in the
engine collecting fraternity but I notice
their value has diminished with time &
presumably interest as older modellers
fade away.

For the sake of a bit of nostalgia, does
anyone remember Valkyrie flights at
MW?

Waiting for the early evening breeze to
diminish to a zephyr, wonderful to see.

The Simplex 40 continues to progress
slowly with the fuselage at the stage of
fitting the front former complete with
u/c & only the bearers to add prior to
covering. At this rate, it will be early
Autumn before it takes to the air.

Roger Newman
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Engine Test: Enya .09-III - Peter Chinn
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Extract from Aeromodeller June 1966
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Vintage Model Co. - Martin Pike

Hello Friends
Thank you to all of you who ordered a Mustang kit at the reduced price last week - it gave us a much
needed injection of funds as we shell out on frightening amounts of materials and print/packaging
for this year’s Christmas manufacturing bonanza

LAST CHANCE!!!
This is your final reminder that from Tuesday 6th May, all multi-winged models (+ the Westland
Lysander) in the Magnificent Flying Machines range will increase from £34.99 to £39.99. This is to
cover our ever increasing production costs. Single winged models will remain at £34.99 until the
Autumn when these too will have to increase in price.
If you've had your eye on one of these for a while, order yours now:

https://www.vintagemodelcompany.com/magnificent-flying-machines
We’ve been enjoying an all too rare spell of glorious sunny weather in the Peak District and it has
been hard to resist taking every opportunity to be outside (and more often than not, whizzing around
the country lanes in the Sprite!)

However, last weekend was very much an indoor scene as the BMFA held their Indoor Scale
Nationals event at the Walsall Campus of Wolverhampton University.
I couldn’t make Saturday’s RC competitions, however I did make the short trip down the M6 on
Sunday for what turned out to be a superb free-flight event.
It’s a long story, but the shortened version is that I’d planned to spend a couple of hours at the event
in the morning under strict instructions from she who must be obeyed, that I must leave the afternoon
free for a spot of lawn mowing at home.
Well that didn’t quite go to plan…
We’d organised to have a table at the event to sell some surplus aero-modelling bits and bobs as
well as a few kits. Doug Hunt, chairman of SAM35, had kindly volunteered to run the “shop” but on
Sunday was roped in to do static judging on the models competing that day.
Apparently there had been a few issues with our card reader on Saturday and Doug asked, as I was
there, if I could have a quick look to see if I could fix it.
No sooner had I stepped behind the stall than a customer pounced on the opportunity to buy an
esoteric vacuum-formed moulding of an unspecified radial engine.
“I’ll have that” he said.
“I have no idea what it is, but I’ll find a plane to stick onto it!” he continued.
I hastily grabbed his £2.00 and hey presto, I was back into market trader mode - an alien version of
yours truly, who usually emerges only in the darkness of winter Christmas markets.
Before I’d had time to realise what was happening, it was approaching 5pm and I was asked whether
I might present the trophy we had made for the winner of the Kit Scale competition…
I’m so glad I stayed.
I got to meet so many of you Aerogramme readers and customers who I knew by name and email
address but not in person. You were all so encouraging and complimentary about VMC and our
products, it was truly heart-warming.
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Well done to all who competed and especially to the winners, who had to produce something very
special indeed given the standard of competition. It was also great personally, to cheer on Andrew
Darby who was competing with one of his own designs - our Magnificent Flying Machines Hawker
Hurricane. It was a brave move to take on the floaty, high wing cabin models with a fearsome low
wing fighter plane…
I’d like to make special mention of Paul Rich who, with his team, put on such a great event. These
things always appear seamless as you’re experiencing them, but the amount of behind the scenes
work for months beforehand should not be overlooked - thanks Paul.
I never did get the card machine running (”cash is king” as they say), but thankfully on my return
home, my lovely wife was sitting in the sunshine “a few glasses in” and had forgotten all about the
lawn
Here are a few pics from the day that hopefully give a flavour of the models and modellers competing
- I'm sorry there aren't more but I was busy on the stall!
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Yes, you read that right!
We were spreading the aero-modelling word to
a new audience last month with a stall at the
Royal Horticultural Society’s season opener at
the Three Counties Showground near Malvern.
The show ran from:
Thursday 8th - Sunday 11th May 2025 you
can get more information at:

https://rhsmalvern.co.uk/
This is a bit of a departure for us, but it’s one of
those “If you don’t try, you’ll never know”
scenarios. We sell a LOT of kits to the general
public over Christmas so we thought it was
worth seeing if there was any demand in the
middle of the year.
RHS members and gardeners in general tend
to be older with more disposable income fit our
“target demographic”, so fingers crossed…
We were in the Indoor Shopping Hall Stand 11.
Hopefully some of you found us.

The Vintage Model Company The Cattle Sheds Flagg Buxton, Derbyshire SK17 9QT

Extracted from AEROGRAMME the Vintage Model Co. periodic news flash.

Martin Pike
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Model Aircraft June 1950
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Indoors isn’t for Everyone: 88 - Nick Peppiatt

Free-Flight Indoor Scale Nationals, 27th April 2025,
Wolverhampton University, Walsall Sports Centre

This was certainly a busy day for all concerned, with eight competitions and concluding with
the customary air race. The competition classes were as described in my report for the 2022
Nationals (IIFE 53) with the addition of a glider comp run by Bernard Bruins. All I can attempt
to do here is offer a snapshot of this event. There was a collection of magnificent scale models
and many were flying so well they had to be seen to be believed. Rule changes were made several
years ago to encourage better flight performance and this has certainly been achieved.
However, there is no doubt about the man of the day, who was the Czech, Tonda Alfery, in his
winning of the Open Rubber, Open Electric, Peanut and Pistachio classes. There were no CO2

entries, hence I’ve called it Open Electric.

Tonda Alfery’s Curtiss Condor Electric entry, which he rested in an upside down position.
The photo on the right shows the retractable undercarriage!

Tonda’s LFG Roland C.lla Walfisch Tonda’s Pistachio winner, an Avia BH-21R,
Open Rubber winner. clipped wing racer from 1925.

The Curtiss Condor is constructed from foam, was most impressive with its fine flying
performance and its retracting undercarriage. The undercarriage brace appears to be one
piece of wire on which the wheels run. This is pivoted in the fuselage in line with the main leg
pivots. The rear stays are hinged and operated by a servo controlled by a timer to retract and
lower the undercarriage during flight.
Interestingly, we met Lee Bates version of the Roland Walfisch last month. Tonda’s larger size
version has a foam fuselage and flying surfaces of built up construction with small diameter
carbon fibre rods for the leading and trailing edges.
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The Pistachio Scale Avia BH-21R is of balsa stick and tissue construction and weighs 6.5 g
without rubber. Unfortunately, I failed to get a photo of his North American Mustang Peanut
scale winner.

Scale glider fliers at Walsall. In the back row standing from left to right: -
Peter Brown, Chris Blanch, Harald Simon, Pete Fardell, Colin Sharman, Mats Johanssen, Tim Horne,

Dave Compton, Tonda Alfery, Graham Banham, Peter Smart.
Front row from left to right: -

The Lurker, Steve Haines, Pete Startup, George Kandylakis, Richard Crossley, and Andrew White.

As I mentioned earlier, there was a new scale glider competition run by Bernard Bruins, with
the models being launched from the balcony. There were three elements, duration, target
landing and a scale ranking. Richard Crossley won, with Tonda Alfery second and Mats
Johanssen third.
As this is a scale competition day, all the entries, apart from No Cal, require static judging,
and with six statically judged classes now this requires six pairs of judges. With Kit Scale and
Peanut Scale having about two dozen entries each, this is almost a full day task. In addition,
flight judges are required for four classes. This gives an indication of the amount of voluntary
work required to make the event successful. So grateful thanks are due to all those who
contributed their time and expertise in the organising and running of this event.

Pistachio judges Peanut judges
Ian Melville (left) and Martyn Kinder hard at work Nigel Monk (left) and Doug Hunt comparing the

examining a Bowers Fly Baby Nesmith Cougars of Steve Haines and Nick Peppiatt



27

I am very sad to report that the health of that ace all round free-flight flyer and long-time
supporter of the Indoor Scale Nationals, Chris Strachan, has declined greatly because of
dementia. His old friend and flying companion, Gordon Hannah, and his family have organised a
new trophy in his name to be presented to the best air racer. The first much deserved winner
was Tim Horne for his Floyd Bean achieving 34 laps in winning the air race.

Four of Chris Strachan’s models surrounding the new trophy in his name. In the front from left: - rubber
powered Mauboussin PMX, Wittman Buster Pistachio, CO2 powered Stabiloplan, with a CO2 powered Horton H.lll

in the box at the back

As usual, I entered the Peanut and Pistachio classes, which are statically judged, but have
timed flights, with a maximum of 60 s. In Peanut there is a 10 s allowance for ROG, so a 50 s
flight is then a max. I am still entering the Nesmith Cougar, the build for which I described in
the NC, starting in the July 2016 edition. My BAT FK 24 Baboon Pistachio entry was described
in the January 2024 edition of AeroModeller. Incidentally, if you are wondering about wood
sizes for this model, I did supply a list, but these were omitted in the publication! I can provide
these on request. Anyway, I am very pleased to report that both flew well, and I gained second
place in both competitions.
And finally a few photos to give an indication of the general high quality of the models.

Steve Haines Bucker Jungmeister (Intermediate Scale) and Currie Wot (Open Rubber)
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Henk de Jong’s Koolhoven FK43 (Open Rubber) Ben Pallister’s Boeing Stearman from Dumas kit

Graham Banham also placed third in Open
Rubber with his Lublin R-XlllD and won Kit
Scale,
and the Veron Truflite, with a Comper Swift.

Next year’s dates are:
Saturday, 25th April,

for the RC Scale events;
Sunday, 26th April

for Free-Flight Scale events,.
Again to be held in the Wolverhampton

University, Walsall Sports Centre.
Graham Banham’s Chilton DW1

(Intermediate Scale 3rd place)

Paul Hoey’s larger Miles M-1 Special (Intermediate Scale 2nd place)

Nick Peppiatt
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Heard at the Hangar Doors - Aeromodeller June 1955
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Aeromodeller June 1955
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I’m No Expert - Paul Lovejoy

I’ll start with a couple of flying updates.  Regular readers see (NC December 2024) may recall
my struggles with Miss Charlotte, Andy Brough’s 1992 low wing design which had been built but
never flown by Mick Blundell.  Having made various minor modifications to the DC Merlin
installation I arrived at an engine which started and ran reliably, but an airfame that showed a
distressing tendency to spiral in to left or right.  I appealed for advice in my last column and
was grateful for Roger Newman’s insights (NC January 2025).  So, having re-checked the CG
(slightly forward of that shown on the plan), I replaced the 8 X 4 prop with a 7 x 4 in an effort
to reduce torque reaction, and resolved to give it a bit more power.

The lengthening spring grass encouraged me to try again in April and, after trimming, we arrived
at a perfectly stable left – right pattern.  I was particularly pleased to see this pattern
retained as the breeze picked up to perhaps 8 – 10 knots, which is usually the point at which I
turn to my Tomboys.  I don’t claim to understand the aerodynamics of wing slots, but the model
does achieve tight circles both under power and in the glide, exactly as the designer intended.
I hope that this model will now become a regular performer, as it was built and covered to
Mick’s usual high standards.

Cygnet at the flying field.

Another model built by Mick Blundell and eventually arriving in my hands is the Cygnet, a
rubber-powered 27” span biplane designed in 1945 by Gordon Rae.  Again lovingly constructed
by Mick, it appeared never to have flown or at least not to have progressed beyond initial
trimming.  Another session at the field showed that, with slight adjustments to thrust line and
motor size, some glorious flights ensued.   Turning circle under power is probably still tighter
than would be ideal for maximum duration, but it stays in the field so that will do for me.  One
early flight was surprisingly short and underpowered, but once I realised that I had idiotically
left the blast tube in when fitting the prop, this was quickly resolved.  Plans for the Cygnet
appear not to be available from the usual online sources, however Mike Woodhouse lists this
design (as re-drawn by Bob Jones) on his Free Flight Supplies design service.

I’m very sad to report that Mick Blundell passed away in the same week that his two models
flew so well.  I was privileged to fly with Mick on several occasions, and know that in earlier
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years he was an ace at control line aerobatics as well as a Middle Wallop regular.  I marvel at
his building skills each time I inspect the two models described above, and will do my best to
ensure that they long survive as a testament to Mick.

My own winter building programme has again focused on vintage power.  Firstly, a quarter scale
replica of Gil Shurman’s 1939 Rambler kitted by BMJR and supplied by the now-sadly-missed
Steve Webbe Models.  At 17” it had indoors potential, and the short nose originally designed
for spark engines made a Telco a tempting proposition.  The only modifications needed were a
1/16” ply firewall with built in down-thrust, and a slight widening of the nose (with doublers on
the outside rather than inside).  With a lot of left side thrust and fin offset it will stay within
the confines of Wickham Community Centre.  As always, I struggle with the rather coarse
throttle adjustment on the Telco.  Sessions invariably begin with a few powered descents
followed by a trip to the rafters.  However once the rather knife edge throttle setting is
found, it will happily pootle round for a full tank’s worth of fun.  It’s also a light but tough
model, which is essential given my trimming skills.

Southern Dragon, featuring groovy aluminium wheels from the original kit.

Next up was a Southern Dragon, as featured in more than one previous New Clarion (eg NC May
2018).  This one came to me via a BMFA auction as a box of printwood and glorious pressed
aluminium u/c wheels. Designed in 1947 for what was then simply known as “the Mills engine”,
I decided to retain the original power plant (well a Mk2 Series 1, so not quite as originally
designed) despite clear evidence from Tony Shepherd and Roger Newman that it would fly
perfectly well with a much smaller engine.  This was actually the first fuselage I’ve ever built
using the crutch method and, as most will already know, it’s a great way to produce a straight
and true structure as long as the crutch itself is built perfectly square and with dead vertical
cross pieces.  I widened the tailplane saddle to both ensure stability and keep the empennage
square when the clockwork  d/t trips, and filled in the stringers at the nose, but otherwise
built it as designed.
Once the airframe was complete, glide tests with 3 graduated lumps of plasticine confirmed
that a PAW 80 or even 55 would have produced a lovely floaty glide with little attention to CG,
but by then I’d set the bearers for the Mills so it was all a bit academic.  With the Mills on
board but well throttled back, the model has a docile climbing habit that could in theory be
wound up to produce quite a duration performance.  I think I’ll save that bit for a trip to
Sailsbury Plain or Odiham.  The only downside is that those aluminium wheels rattle quite a bit
on the u/c wire when under power, so perhaps a little heat shrink tubing on the axles is called
for.  As Tony Shepherd has noted previously, it’s a really pretty model and is something out of
the ordinary.  Plans are available from Colin Buckle, I also have the original (60, 70, 75+ years
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old?) printwood sheets available, although these are rather crudely printed and have possibly
shrunk so are not 100 % reliable.

Bi – Bi.  Let’s hope not…

I have also just outshopped Bi-Bi, a 30” profile biplane designed by Derek Foxwell for the Old
School Model Aeroplane Factory.  This arrived via eBay as a comprehensive set of laser cut
components and only a reduced-scale plan, the instructions stating that accurate assembly only
required liberal use of squares.  This actually worked very well, and the airframe now
accommodates the PAW 55 that might in other circumstances have ended up in the Southern
Dragon.  I fear Bi-Bi may prove to be an unfortunate choice of name for a free flight model,
but we shall see.  Trimming will commence as soon as the vigorous easterlies we’ve been
experiencing calm down a little, and I have left scope to fit a d/t.

That’s what chairmen are for! Gasparin-powered Sniffer
following recovery by Tony Shepherd on his last flying session of 2024.

Finally, huge thanks to Tony Shepherd, who retrieved my 30” span CO2 Sniffer just before
the New Year.  This had landed way up in a tree in early August, well beyond the limits of
prudent human intervention.  A combination of excessive motor run time (again) and failure to
calibrate the viscous d/t (again) were the culprits.  Eventually nature did what nature does to
rubber bands, and it arrived on the forest floor in time for Tony to spot.  A new tailplane and
fin plus a spot of recovering were all that were required.  The motor still runs perfectly
following a light oiling, but I have given up on viscous d/ts and will fit a BMK radio d/t before
returning to the field.

Paul Lovejoy
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Hot Air Balloons - Wikipedia

This article is about hot air balloons
themselves. For the activity,
see Hot air ballooning.
For other meanings, see:
Hot air balloon (disambiguation) and
Air balloon (disambiguation).
"Balloon Ride" redirects here. For the
song, see My First Album (Peppa Pig
album).

Hot air balloons in flight
Novelty hot air balloons resembling
anthropomorphized bees
Novelty hot air balloon resembling
the Abbey of Saint Gall
A hot air balloon is:
a lighter-than-air aircraft consisting of a
bag, called an envelope, which contains
heated air. Suspended beneath is
a gondola or wicker basket (in some long-
distance or high-altitude balloons, a
capsule), which carries passengers and a
source of heat, in most cases an open flame
caused by burning liquid propane. The
heated air inside the envelope makes
it buoyant, since it has a lower density than
the colder air outside the envelope. As with
all aircraft, hot air balloons cannot fly
beyond the atmosphere. The envelope
does not have to be sealed at the bottom,
since the air inside the envelope is at about
the same pressure as the surrounding air. In modern sport balloons the envelope is generally made
from nylon fabric, and the inlet of the balloon (closest to the burner flame) is made from a fire-
resistant material such as Nomex. Modern balloons have been made in many shapes, such as rocket
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ships and the shapes of various commercial products, though the traditional shape is used for most
non-commercial and many commercial applications.
The hot air balloon is the first successful human-carrying flight technology. The first untethered
manned hot air balloon flight in the world was performed in Paris, France, by Jean-François Pilâtre
de Rozier and François Laurent d'Arlandes on November 21, 1783, in a balloon created by
the Montgolfier brothers. Hot air balloons that can be propelled through the air rather than simply
drifting with the wind are known as thermal airships.

Premodern and unmanned balloons
A sky lantern
A precursor of the hot air balloon was the sky lantern (simplified
Chinese:孔明灯; traditional Chinese:孔明燈). Zhuge Liang of
the Shu Han kingdom, during the Three Kingdoms era (220–
280 CE), used these airborne lanterns for military signaling.[3] The
Mongolian army studied Kongming lanterns from China and used
them in the Battle of Legnica during the Mongol invasion of Poland
in the 13th century.[4] This is the first time ballooning was known in
the western world.

In the 18th century the Portuguese Jesuit priest Bartolomeu de
Gusmão in colonial Brazil envisioned an aerial apparatus
named Passarola, which was the predecessor of the hot air
balloon. The Passarola was intended to serve as air vessel in order
to facilitate communication and as a strategical device.[5] In
1709 John V of Portugal decided to fund Bartolomeu de Gusmão's project following a petition made
by the Jesuit priest, and an unmanned demonstration was performed at Casa da Índia in the
presence of John V and the queen, Maria Anna of Austria, with the Italian cardinal Michelangelo
Conti, two members of the Portuguese Royal Academy of History, one Portuguese diplomat and one
chronicler serving as witnesses. This event would bring some European attention to this event and
this project. A later article dated on October 20, 1786, by the London Daily Universal Register would
state that the inventor was able to raise himself by the use of his prototype. Also in 1709, the
Portuguese Jesuit wrote Manifesto summário para os que ignoram poderse navegar pelo elemento
do ar (Short Manifesto for those who are unaware that is possible to sail through the element air);
he also left designs for a manned air vessel.

In the 1970s, balloonist Julian Nott hypothesized that the Nazca Lines geoglyphs' creation two
millennia ago could have been guided by Nazca leaders in a balloon, possibly the earliest hot air
balloon flights in human history. To support this theory, in 1975 he designed and piloted the Nazca
Prehistoric Balloon, claiming to have used only methods and materials available to the Pre-Inca
Peruvians 1,000 years ago.

First manned flight
A model of the Montgolfier brothers' balloon at the London
Science Museum
The French brothers Joseph-Michel and Jacques-
Étienne Montgolfier developed a hot-air balloon in Annonay,
Ardeche, France and demonstrated it publicly on September 19,
1783, making an unmanned flight lasting 10 minutes. After
experimenting with unmanned balloons and flights with animals,
the first balloon flight with humans aboard, a tethered flight,
performed on or around October 15, 1783, by Jean-Francois
Pilatre de Rozier, who made at least one tethered flight from the
yard of the Reveillon workshop in the Faubourg Saint-Antoine.
Later that same day, Pilatre de Rozier became the second
human to ascend into the air, reaching an altitude of 26 m
(85 ft), the length of the tether. The first free flight with human
passengers was made a few weeks later, on November 21,
1783. King Louis XVI had originally decreed that condemned
criminals would be the first pilots, but de Rozier, along
with Marquis François d'Arlandes, petitioned successfully for the honor.
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The first military use of a hot air balloon happened in 1794 during the battle of Fleurus, when the
French used the balloon l'Entreprenant’ for observation.

Modern balloons
Modern hot air balloons, with an on-board heat source, were developed by Ed Yost and Jim Winker,
beginning during the 1950s; their work resulted in his first successful flight on October 22, 1960. The
first modern hot air balloon to be made in the United Kingdom (UK) was the Bristol Belle, built in
1967. Presently, hot air balloons are used primarily for recreation.

Records:
Altitude
On November 26, 2005 Vijaypat Singhania set the world altitude record for highest hot air balloon
flight, reaching 21,027 m (68,986 ft). He took off from downtown Mumbai, India, and landed 240 km
(150 mi) south in Panchale.
The previous record of 19,811 m (64,997 ft) had been set by Per Lindstrand on June 6, 1988,
in Plano, Texas.
Speed
On January 15, 1991, Per Lindstrand (born in Sweden, but resident in the UK) and Richard
Branson of the UK flew 7,671.91 km (4,767.10 mi) from Japan to Northern Canada in the “Virgin
Pacific Flyer”. With a volume of 74,000 cubic meters (2.6 million cubic feet), the balloon envelope
was the largest ever built for a hot air craft. Designed to fly in the trans-oceanic jet streams,
the ‘Pacific Flyer’ recorded the fastest ground speed for a manned balloon at 394 km/h (245 mph).
Length
The longest duration record was set by Swiss psychiatrist Bertrand Piccard (Auguste Piccard's
grandson) and Briton Brian Jones, flying in the Breitling Orbiter 3. It was the first nonstop trip around
the world by balloon. The balloon left Château-d'Oex, Switzerland, on March 1, 1999, and landed at
1:02 a.m. on March 21 in the Egyptian desert 500 km (300 mi) south of Cairo. The two men exceeded
distance, endurance, and time records, traveling 19 days, 21 hours, and 55 minutes.
Briefest trip around the world
Steve Fossett, flying solo, exceeded the record for briefest time traveling around the world on 3 July
2002 on his sixth attempt, in 320 h 33 min. Fedor Konyukhov flew solo round the world on his first
attempt in a hybrid hot air/helium balloon from 11 July to 23 July 2016 for a round-the world time of
268 h 20 min.
Construction
A hot air balloon for manned flight uses a single-layered, fabric gas bag (lifting "envelope"), with an
opening at the bottom called the mouth or throat. Attached to the envelope is a basket, or gondola,
for carrying the passengers. Mounted above the basket and centered in the mouth is the "burner",
which injects a flame into the envelope, heating the air within. The heater or burner is fueled
by propane, a liquefied gas stored in pressure vessels, similar to high-pressure forklift cylinders.
Envelope
Modern hot air balloons are usually made of materials such as ripstop nylon or dacron (a polyester).
A hot air balloon is inflated partially with cold air from a gasoline-powered fan, before the propane
burners are used for final inflation.
During the manufacturing process, the material is cut into panels and sewn together, along with
structural load tapes that carry the weight of the gondola or basket. The individual sections, which
extend from the throat to the crown (top) of the envelope, are known as gores or gore sections.
Envelopes can have as few as 4 gores or as many as 24 or more. Envelopes often have a crown
ring at their very top. This is a hoop of smooth metal, usually aluminium, and approximately 30 cm
(1 ft) in diameter. Vertical load tapes from the envelope are attached to the crown ring.
At the bottom of the envelope the vertical load tapes are sewn into loops that are connected to cables
(one cable per load tape). These cables, often referred to as flying wires, are connected to the basket
by carabiners.

Wikipedia
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Trimming my Jimp - Roy Vaughn

In the last issue I wrote about a successful day out trimming an F1J, but that was not the
end of my trimming.

A few days later it was back to Chobham with the Jimp.  This is one of the favoured designs
for Vintage Power.  I built the model out of curiosity more than anything else to see what all
the hype was about.  The model had been crashed and rebuilt twice but had proven to be
controllable after applying a large dollop of down-thrust advised by Jimp expert Dave Cox.  It
had performed OK last time out but the glide was very stally.  The motor is now hung out on a
series of spacers to get the CG forwards so the purpose of the trimming session was to confirm
that the climb trim was still OK and to check the glide.

As usual I started with a short run, 1.5 seconds, to prove that a longer run was safe.  All looked
OK so on to 3 seconds, again the climb was fine though the glide still looked over-elevated from
a less than perfect transition.  Finally I set 5 seconds and adjusted the tail incidence as far as
the screw adjusted would allow, about 5/8 of a turn of an M3 screw.  This had a measurable
effect, the usual corkscrew had become a much more open climb.  The time the transition was
fine now that the model was fully up to speed  at motor cut.  However, the model was still
stalling demonstrating that the CG has to go yet further forwards.  Lacking sufficient weights
and with the wind picking up I called it a day.  A second successful session in a week!

Roy Vaughn
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Space-Ace - Ray Malmstrom
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From the book 60 yrs of IVCMAC courtesy Chris Strachan.

Ray Malmstrom
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Secretary’s Notes for June 2025 - Ray Elliott

This month I thought I’d write about another of my favourite models, Joe Bilgri’s 1955 80g
Wakefield.

Until about 20 years ago I had never built a Vintage or Classic model and knew next to nothing
about SAM1066. It was at a Southern Gala on Salisbury Plain when I saw Chris Strachan and
Michael Marshall flying their Lanzo Sticks, that got me interested. I built a Lanzo Stick from
a Lee Campbell kit which John Hook happened to have for sale at a very reasonable price. (I’ll
write something about this model at another time).
Having had some success with the Lanzo my interest turned to building a Classic model and
having assembled a collection of Frank Zaic  Yearbooks, I started looking for a suitable model
to build.
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It didn’t take too long to decide that the 1955 Bilgri Wake was the one for me, I liked its
proportions and what I call its “elegant simplicity”, and, being designed by one of aeromodelling
greats, I had no doubts it would be competitive. (But would I?).
As regards construction of the model, this was pretty straightforward but I have to confess
I made life a bit easier for myself by getting a Bob Holman short kit ( www.bhplans.com) mainly
for the laser cut ribs. He also sells an excellent plan. The prop is carved from 1 inch sheet, cut
as an X blank. The model is covered in Jap tissue. All up weight including 74g motor, s hook,
rear peg and tracker is 215g.

Trimming proved to be quite straightforward. The model is set to fly right / left and it needed
about 2 degrees right side and down-thrust plus some left rudder. The model flies on 24-26
strands of 1/8 Super Sport.
I’ve had reasonable success with it but haven’t flown rubber much over the last 10 years as I
have been concentrating on electric. However, I can see myself flying rubber more often from
here on, so my trusty Bilgri could get an airing soon.
If you’re in the market for a Classic Rubber model, I can certainly recommend the 1955 Bilgri.

…………………

Just a reminder that there are two non- BMFA contests on Salisbury Plain this month

 14thor 15th June – Croydon Cagnarata / SAM106 Day.

 28th or 29th June – Crookham Gala.

For more information on both contests see notices in this issue.

Ray Elliott
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Plans for the Month - Roger Newman

Rubber: Rather elegant if a bit complicated  build from the Model Shop Newcastle

Power: typical Italian design – minimalist in wood but lovely little model for 0.5cc low power
diesel – the Motormodello G5
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Glider: Veri-Tru Star from 1946.

Roger Newman

It’s been like this ever since they opened BUCKMINSTER
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2025 Crookham Gala - Chris Redrup

This year the Crookham Gala will be held on either the 28th or 29th of June, depending on the
weather forecast for that weekend.
The decision about the chosen day will be announced by email and hopefully on the FFTC website
on the preceding Thursday. If you think you may be attending the event, please let me know so
that I can include you on the email list for the announcement.

This year we have decided to do something different with the competition format, with the
aim of having more people competing against each other in just two Combined Groups rather
than the usual sparse numbers in individual classes.
This will make the contest more meaningful while offering a wide range of classes to choose
from.

We have included those classes which most of our likely attendees enjoy flying and have used
adjustments to engine runs and K factors to even out the performance differences.

Contestants can enter more than once in each of the Groups.
As well as awarding prizes for first, second and third overall in each of the Groups, there are
extra prizes for the best overall score for power, rubber and glider in each of the groups; so
hopefully something for everyone to go for.
There are also trophies awarded for the best score with a Dixielander (George Fuller Trophy),
the best score with a glider and the best score with a Coupe D’hiver, which of course also
counts for the Southern Coupe League.

We hope most people will agree that this format provides a meaningful competition while
keeping it relaxed and fun. I would be interested to receive comments, both negative and
positive on this new format to guide us on future Crookham Galas.

If you think you may come, please email me at chrisredrup@yahoo.com and I will add you to the
list for notification of the date to be decided upon.

Competition Format:

Combined Maxi. 3 rounds, 2.5 minute max
Classic Power (engine run 10 seconds)
Vintage Power (engine run 15 Seconds)
Classic/Vintage Rubber,
Classic/Vintage Glider
BMFA Electric (motor run – non function 10 seconds, functions 8 seconds)

Combined Mini. 3 rounds, 2 minute max
1/2A (engine run 8 seconds)
E36 (motor run 8 seconds)
Modern and Vintage Coupe
Mini Vintage Rubber/Glider
F1H
Classic A1 Glider (K factor X 1.25)
P30 (K factor X 1.25)
E30 (motor run 45 seconds)
P20 (K factor X 2)
E20 NFFS Rules (K factor X 2)

Chris Redrup
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Events and Notices



46



47



48



49



50



51



52



53

Provisional Events Calendar 2025
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

February 22nd Saturday Coupe De Brum, Luffenham
or February 23rd Sunday

March 9th Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 23rd Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

April 6th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
April 18th Friday Northern Gala, Luffenham
or April 19th Saturday

May 4th Sunday BMFA 4th Area
May 24th Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
or May 25th Sunday

June 1st Sunday BMFA 5th Area
June 14th Saturday Croydon, & 1066, Salisbury Plain
or June 15th Sunday
June 28th Saturday Crookham Gala, Salisbury Plain
or June 29th Sunday

July 6th Sunday BMFA 6th Area
July 26th Saturday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe
& July 27th Sunday East Anglian Gala, Sculthorpe

August 9th Saturday Southern Gala, Salisbury Plain
or August 10th Sunday
August 23rd Saturday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 24th Sunday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe
August 25th Monday FF Nationals, Sculthorpe

September 7th Sunday BMFA 7th Area
September 13th Saturday Stonehenge, Sculthorpe
& september 14th Sunday & Equinox cups

October 4th Saturday Croydon & 1066, Salisbury Plain
or Sunday 5th Sunday
October 12th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 25th Saturday Midland Gala, Luffenham
or October 26th Sunday

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of sAM 1066 events at salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of sAM 35 events refer to sAM sPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org
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Useful Websites
SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kits - www.belairkits.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Vintage Radio Control - www.norcim.org
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, Patrik Gertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
John Andrews www.johnandrewsaeromodeller.webs.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


