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A Lot of Tribe
Whatever vicissitudes and problems may beset the dark continent at least its TV. programmes
have not yet suffered the Western fate of being smothered by old American movies; but no doubt
Foxfam will soon remedy this cultural deficiency. Meanwhile, youthful natives of Zambia are given
the civilised privilege of watching a fortnightly programme on the delights of model flying. Odd, though,
to think of the old hobby enjoying an extension of life in the emergent states. Satisfying in one
way, but in another I�m a bit sorry to see the old gnu and hartebeeste pushed off their stamping
grounds in order to make way for six lane highways and ten channel radio models, but we all have
to pay the price of progress. In this country it is the rapid erosion of our available flying territory, and
I have no doubt that we shall soon hear the same cry from Africa’s limitless acres, by which time
we can be sure that the youth of Zambia will not be watching telly programmes of model flyers
cavorting over the grasslands, but looking at Gary Cooper adventuring over the vast empty spaces of
yesteryear.
Swinging Scene
The latest swinging thing in the full size glider world is the super swung wing sailplane, with built
in thermal detector and everything for the nimbus lover. The idea of the swinging wing is to give
a surge of rakish speed to get from dead spot to uplift, and the only thing missing is the retro
rocket, just in case . . .
But what progressive equivalent have we in the model world? We may have the electronics, but the
aerodynamics still remain way back in the "What’s cooking, Sir William Hayley?" period, in spite
of all the inspiration we get from "Thunderbirds**.
In the basic areas of the hobby we don’t expect anything very revolutionary, apart from the rotation
of the time honoured prop. For the Rubber and Gilder enthusiast an occasional change of
aerofoil is as much upheaval as his spacious, but not space, way of life can stomach, but I should
have thought the whizz kids of radio might have thrown a few gimmicky spanners into the workings
of conventional thought. For instance, automatic penetration for Single Channel models. Or is
that, like so many of the windblown machines, farfetched?
Zombie & Son
The fascinating thing about the model flying hobby is the way its traditional styles of aero-
nauting refuse to be overwhelmed by the slick appeal of the modern electronic machine, Anyone
thinking in the sort of progressive terms which sees a multi-storey block of flats on the non-
functional open space, might find it odd that the crinoline era rubber model should survive into an
age singularly lacking in elastic utility. He might also look askance at the primitive antics required to
elevate a goodness-knows-why, motorless model to a viable altitude, and would undoubtedly give
a fat, .007 smirk at the idea of the term microfilm being applied to a type of skeletal looking
model. It might also occur to him that model flying is not just little brother tagging along in the
wake of big brother, Aviation, but has much to offer in its own right, although he may not be the
kind to enjoy the diverse fun it gives to suit all pockets, air and otherwise.
Apropos of this, a recent picture of a microfilm model reminded me of my own attempts to
produce one of these curious craft. It did not take me long to realise that I suffered from a
condition known as Fyffe finger, in which the thickness of the hand deceives the eye. I also had the
business of whispering friends to contend with, but this was of secondary consideration compared
with the importance of skimming off a bath length of usable film. Whether the craft actually flew
remains a mystery to this day, although some theoretricians still aver that the distance achieved
was due to the propulsive influence of an open window.
All of which is part of the rich pageant of model flying, in the spirit of that continuity which gives
newcomers to the hobby something of those same joys of aeronauting that drove the Edwardian
courting couples off Wimbledon Common.
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Later Modela CO2 motor with red crankcase Charles Hollinger�s Cruiser fitted with Modela CO2 motor
and Gasparin type aluminiumcylinder. in place of the OK.

Earlier brass cylinder and plastic piston at top.

This motor has a greycrankcase, but was retro-fitted I added an additional Telco tank for this installation.
with a Gasparin type cylinder assembly. Note the Telco filler
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Drawing showing the typical Gasparin motor components
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GM 63 motor with 140mm dia propeller GM 120 motor with180mm dia propeller

Beech Staggerwing from a Dumas Walnut Scale kit, fitted with GM 63 moto
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Peanut Scale Farman Moustique, based on Bill Hannan�s plan
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This article ispublishedby kind permission the Australian magazine �Free Flight Quarterly�
http://freeflightquarterly.com/wordpress/

Introduction
For the last ten years I have been competing at the RC Southwest Regionals SAM contest in Eloy, Arizona,
about half way between Phoenix and Tucson. Anyway, I just heard they are holding a special free flight event
this year for Alphonse P�naud’s Planophore model. They published the rules on their website.
Alphonse P�naud is credited with the first successful model airplane flight when he flew his rubber-powered
Planophore model over a distance of 141 feet (about 40m) in 11 seconds in 1871 at the Tuileries Garden in
Paris. This earliest model is shown in the header drawing above.
There is a good deal of information on P�naud and his flying machines on the internet and one clean plan (see
plan on Fig. 1), although I don’t know its history.
When I expressed interest in the event on the SAM chat group, Greg Tutmark from SAM 8 in Seattle and the
sponsor of the event, told me he built one but couldn�ttrim it into stable flight (Fig. 2). He said he thought it might
be the pusher propeller. I told him pusher props are stabilizing; he was not amused!
As further interest was shown for the event some conversations took place regarding the rules which require the
use of period materials, particularly aluminium. Along the line Gary Hinze posted an Alphonse P�naud’s original
description of his work published in French and translated by Gary.
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A somewhat modernised version of the Planophorefrom Frances Alvarez in Brazil

An interim, all-balsa model is built to work out the trim
OK, so I want to compete; what to do? Yikes, just realized it is our first indoor meet this evening, an ideal place
to try something like this. So thinking I wasonly building a proof of concept model (even though it had been
already proven 142 years ago). It would be easy if I could make it from solid balsa and use some of the parts
from one of those dime store all balsa rubber models; I have the parts. So I builtit in a few hours before the meet
(Fig. 3).

The wings and tail were made from 1/32 in. sheet balsa formed to shape over a bucket and held in place by
gluing Kevlar thread to the uppercurved surface (Figs. 4 and 5). Seemed to work fine,and by inserting only the
forward portion of the wing into the plastic mount I achieved adequate wing incidence and decalage for the flight
testing starting point.

Dave Tutmark�s replica Dave Harding�s all balsa version
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Fig 4 Kevlar thread is used to stiffen wing Fig 5Same treatment is given to stabiliser
and maintain the profile curvature

I flew it late in the evening. At first it was way tail heavy due to the plastic prop, but adding more and more
modeling clay to the nose brought it intotrim and I achieved two magnificent flights. Aero design proved.
Subsequent discussions with Greg revealed a suggestion that he received from Al Lidberg, long time free flight
competitor and Contest Manager for the Southwest Regionals: to add downthrust. Sure enough, my model with
the dime store prop has downthrust, well, upthrust actually due to the rear propeller, but the effect is as intended.
Balsa model flies well, now for the proper version
Next was to build a proper one with all the original materials, balsa, bamboo, piano wire, tissue paper and cotton
thread and do some more testing before launching off to Arizona.
I decided to build rugged rather than very light weight because at the contest there would be no "long grass" to
support out of trim test flying, and it would probably take many flights to trim then put in official times.
Furthermore, the rules state the model must be flightworthy following the official flights!
So my first decision was to laminate the wing leading edge from three layers of thin bamboo, planed from window
shade stock. This worked quite well so I decided to make the cambered ribs from laminations too; two layers of
1/32 in. balsa. Same for the tail leading edge (Fig. 6).
For covering I decided to use straight Japanese tissuewithout further surface coating but when the trailing edge
turned out a bit floppy I added a cotton thread fastened to the ribs and covering with a lick of full strength nitrate
dope.

Fig 6 The sparse wing structure, bamboo LE & balsa ribs Fig 7 Propeller blades mounted in simple jig to assure correct pitch,
In this case pitch was set equal to diameter, 200mm

Next the propeller. Experience shows that most props, when properly sorted to the model, end up with a
pitch/diameter ratio close to one. The rulesstipulated a maximum diameter of eight inches so and eightby eight
it would be. I decided to make a laminated three-layer 1/32 in. balsa blade formed over a suitable tube.
Fortunately, I had done the math years ago so thelayout was easy. During the lay-up I decided to add a layer
ofJapanese tissue to increase the cross grain strength although I also slightly skewed the lay-up of the middle
layer too.  The blades came out fine and I made a simple assembly jig to attach blades to the bamboo skewer
center piece (Fig. 7).
The final tricky bit of design and construction was to mount the prop in such a way as to allow changes to the
downthrust (upthrust!), Fig. 8. This I did with a .005 inch brass shim; aluminium was not allowed by the rules as
al- though it was available at the time it was very precious and would clearly not fit the spirit of the rules. The
following two pictures are devoid of the locking pin as they were taken after the contest when I lost the pin and
just glued the fitting in place.
Finally, based on prior experience including the successful "proof of concept" model, I arranged for the wing to
be mounted with a positive incidence directly on the fuselage motor stick, Fig. 9.
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Fig 8 Pusher propellerinstallation Fig 9  Side view of fuselage
with adjustable thrust line device

Testing the model before the contest
Of course I needed to transport the model to California and thence to Arizona so I decided not to assemble it
until the contest, so the parts were carefully mounted in an old kit box which in turn was shipped with my other
model in my trusty hard sided golf bag; with a special note to the Transportation Security Authority imploring
them not to smash it, as they usually do!
Fortunately, the box arrived undamaged and I had one more task before assembly; I needed a thrust washer.
Fortunately, well not fortunately, but rather as expected SoCal eating, drinking and flying buddy Mike Myers had
a box full of possibilities so I selected one of the right diameter and proceeded to complete the assembly. I had
brought some rubber of various sizes and a winder. I also borrowed some rubber lube from Mike, so we were
set for the long but interesting drive from LA to Eloy. Well, not interesting to the locals but my wife and I can’t
get enough of the Western Desert scenery, and the drive from LA to Eloy has it in spades!
The weather forecastfor the weekend was for excellent conditions; cold in the early mornings but rising to the
mid 70s with sun andmodest winds. Interestingly enough, unlike the East Coast conditions with which we are
familiar, the Western deserts experience different weather patterns. All weekend there was a modest wind in the
morningslowly diminishing towards midday then changing direction 180 degrees and picking up again. These
conditions were indeed ideal for most flying but the Planophore was a bit of a different animal. I needed calm
conditions if I were to adjust the flight trim for optimum, well, even satisfactory flight.
Indeed, the first two launches were either straight up then down or straight down into the dirt. So trim was
adjusted with some nose weight, a hit and miss affair, literally, until a couple of successful flights were achieved.
All this was done in the RC area,so I decided the trim was good enough to drive to the Free Flight area a few
miles away and put in some contest flights. We were allowed unlimited flights over the three days with the top
flight time counting. But would the model last beyond one or two flights? Time to find out.
My Planophore enters the SWR contest
Although considerable interest was expressed prior to the event only four or five actually brought models and
were prepared to fly. Still, the challenge was there and we set about making some flights. Once again the
outcome was way over the map; dive into or pitch up then into the dirt, but one magic flight came out of all this
and I recorded a 25 second flight. (Fig.10) Not much, but more than twice what Alphonse P�naud achieved! So
I was in the book and received great support and encouragement from Greg, Al and the other competitors. So
back to the RC contest and see if anyone could beat my time. Oh, with one prop fracture; easily fixed, the model
remained intact and in original condition. Butwould my high time flighthold for the weekend?
The next day we went back to assess the competition and try to improve our times; this time with rubber lube
and an alternate three-strand motor. The "successful" flight seemed weak on power so I expected thelube to
help and the three-strand certainly would. But, with maybe another dozen or so flights, all I succeeded with was
to match the25 seconds with a two-strandflight and with exciting aerobatics a three-strand flight.
Clearly a great deal more performance was possible but I had lost the downthrust locking pin in the dirt and had
to glue it in place for the subsequent flights. This wasa particular drawback with the three-strand motor as the
model climbed to maybe twenty feet or so and pitched over intoa succession of loops before cruising a few
turns near the ground. I had made no provision for aerodynamic adjustments to the wing and tail; clearly a
mistake. And adding a small dab of weight to a wing tip achieved the turning flight in cruise but had noeffect on
the critical climb.
Surprisingly, or, perhaps by design, the model survived about twenty "launches" and "landings" without damage,
except for the one prop incident.
The other competitorswerevery supportiveofmy efforts. On the final day theyawarded me the trophy, one I
will cherish, at least until they ask for it back!
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Fig 10  The Planophore is launched for its winning flight Fig 11  The author left receiving his trophy from Al Lidberg
of 25 secs, Colin Widdison times. Contest Director & displaying the Jap-tissue covered Planophore

at the Eloy site 2014
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At the time of writing our drought-ridden land istaking on once more its well washed look. Model flyersseem to have
mixed feelings about that mediterranean type summer. For the free flighters it proved a pretty lean time,with too much
wind; oversize, model-losing thermals;and the effects of excessive heat on sensitive flying surfaces.Radio flyers were
not so dismayed. With no chasing to do and tougher models their main worry was the bubbling ofthe film coverings,
while the control liners found the compacted ground ideal for take oflfs.
Obviously one thing in high demand during that long,hot summer was the model display. Busy in that area were
members of theBuckaneers Model Club. In the latest issueof Scimitarthe display question is discussed from the point
of view of the expenses and charges involved. In the case of the Buckaneers the displays are given for quite modest fees
by just a few of the members who do so for the enjoyment given and the pleasure taken,refusing even to accept out of
pocket expenses. The income that accrues from the displays goes naturally into the club coffers, thus benefiting allthe
members to the extent to which the club fees can be accordingly reduced. Members are asked to count theirblessings,
as it may not last forever. Not typical, we hope,was the display given one evening to the Bedford Scouts,They were
treated to streamer cutting, crystal changing, cartwheel landings, wingfolding and how to stop your engine with a Tx
aerial,but a few let the side down byflying properly. Yet even the ’properest’ flyer can comeadrift, particularly when,
at some crucial point, he finds hehas no signal response. The cry will go up: ’interference’But it may not be that at all,
counsels Pete Smoothy. It could be a dead spot in the transmitter’s ’polar diagram’field. Avoid this, he says, by always
holding the aerial at 45degrees to the ground, and not pointing it at the model.In asking for more articles for the
newsletter, the editor has a secret weapon: the dreaded ’Belton Braces’ article. Members are reeling under the impact
of two of these articlesthis month, and obviously cannot stand much more.
I am trying to work out the significance of the clubinsignia heading the newsletter of theCosmo Club. It depicts a
character with somewhat oversize feet flying whatappears to be a model of aGee Beeracing plane. Anyway,we do
know what the term SLACK means. It stands for theSouth London Area Combat Kings, the club Combat team.They
were not too well represented at the Nationals,though, we are informed, only Peter Tribe and ChrisSnitter taking
part. Chris was knocked out in the quarterfinals, but Pete reached the final, only to be beaten byMick Lewis. Ron
Tribe got through tothe semis in FAIteam race, but was plagued with engine trouble. And it was technical problems, too,
that put out the Jones/Walker teamin Goodyear- they had great hopes with their RossipoweredBernardino.In less
serious vein, Steve Taylorwon a trophyat the Old Warden Scale Day for the most amusing flight of the day with his
18in. longConcorde.Steve, it appears, has tried most things in aeromodelling,from C/L combat to R/C Helicopter,
and is at presentlearning to fly the full size stuff. Silencer talk centres arounda possible 80 decibel limit. Seems you can
reduce to thislevel with a silencer extension made from plastic domesticwater pipe, but power loss can be considerable.
Hopes that the Croydon patch would be clear of gypsiesfor the Three Kings Open Day were not realised. Accordingto
the latestCourt Circularthe untidy hordes were back inresidence once again over the tarmac areas, but relief was athand
from the ever-helpful council by allowingthe club theuse of a nearby sports ground. Luck also held with theweather.
The heavy spell of drought terminating rain gaveway to a perfect flying day: dry, warm and flat calm. Therewas a good
turn out, too. Fourteen entries in stunt andquite a few scale models to be seen around, although onlythree were
entered. A nice batch came from Guildford: twolargeMesserschmidt Me109’s, anAero Triplane,and alsotheHenschel,
which won an award at the Scale Day, OldWarden. Among the many cups and plaques on view duringthe day was the
newly presentedDebenham Concourse Cup,donated by the well-known departmental store as theircontribution to the
’Sport for AH’ week. Clear recognition,here, of aeromodelling as a sport. Friend of the club,Group Captain P. G.
Tweedie, presented the prizes, and a good day was had by all. Following his successes at the Nationals and at
Woodford, Vic Willson is to hang up hishandle as far as competition flying is concerned, but isexpected to continue
to enjoy a spot of the unpressurisedtype of flying. Coming now to the club Annual StuntComp., the line-up had very
much of a Scale feel about it,withChipmunks, Spitfiresand what have you among thefourteen entries. The field was
an exceptionally strong one,led by the favourite, Pete Tindal. And indeed it was Pete,with his well-knownChipmunk,
who came out top. Secondwas M. Taylor of the RAFMAA, flying an O.S 35 poweredNimrod&Third was R. Stepney of
Crawley.
Apropos the success of Three Kings’ Vic Willson at theWoodford Rally, we have a report from Stan Perry ofWolves
MAC, who ran both the C/L Carrier and Scaleevents. The Carrier event attracted eight entries, and in thegood weather
prevailing ten hook ups were achieved in atotal of sixteen flights attempted. The four top placed men all managed
penalty-free top-grade landings of 100 points,showing just how the more expert flyers have ’caught on’ tothe perfect
hooking-on technique. Looks like the magic figure of 500 points is attainable now that only speeddifferential creates
the winner. Vic Willson managed 474points with hisSeamew,R. Clews of Bilston, 463 with hisMartin MO1, and the
Firebrandof J. Marsh of Bilston collected 445 points. Eight assorted, but very potent craftlined up for the Stand-Off
scale contest. There was the winningZlinof Vic Willson, theIsaacs Furyof secondplacer, D. Ashfield (North Norfolk),
and B. D. Perry’sVought-Sikorsky Kingfisherwhich flew into third place.There was also the 64in. span Merco 51
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powered P51D Mustang of D. Holmes, and N. Holme’s 617Fortressshowing just how four engines should be started
and run. Areally enjoyable competition for all concerned.
TheEast Anglian News’report on the East Anglian F/FGala, held at Bassingbourn in August tells us that it wasmarred
by a strong wind and a poor turn out. The weatherwas typically 1976 summer: very hot and a cloudless sky;just the
conditions to makeretrieving hard, and even unrewardingwork. The Open Power flyers seemed the leastdismayed
by the conditions, putting in the highest entry,although their highly mechanised models are the most costly to lose.
Notable model of the day, however, was international Wakefield flyer, Bob Wells’sBassingbourn Basher.He took second
place in Combined FAI, believe it or not,with an elastic band motor, by way of underlining thecurrent rubber shortage.
So, if the headline ’Elastic Band Model Wins Wakefield Cup’does appear in the popular press in the future, it might not be
far wrong! Going through the club contributions to the newsletter we see evidence of continuing strong F/Factivity in the
Norwich club environs. The club contests have the sort of entries wemight expect at an Aero do.Fly-off’s are often needed
to determine the results, so competent are they at maxing out. Wakefield and Glider expert, Mike Woodhouse, is currently
heading the Monthly Cup list.
The newsletter of the Watford Wayfarers reports amost rewarding response with the three day effort the club put into the
Watford Show. The flying displays drewthe crowds and the stand had its share of attention. Warning, though, to would be
exhibitors: never put Action Men in the models- too much comment from the kids. Latest news of hang gliding Chairman,
John Sharman, is that he is now trotting around on walking plasters.
From Fellside Falcon comes news of how the Falcon Combat Team got ditched by the Dutch at the Nationals. Two of its
members came up against some formidable Dutch opposition and came crashing in as a result. Good experience, though,
the Nats, with the making of many new friends, and the chance to meet the top opposition. A new C/L slant to the usual
Pilot Pint Patter Evening is givenby holding a Pilot Pint Blood Donor Session. This way of giving blood is a change from
the usual way via the prop chopped finger, and quite apart from Pilot Blood being good for the circulation, you could
perhaps get your own back one day.
South Island News, Paul Lagan’s Free Flight newsletter from Christchurch, New Zealand, discusses the seven ages of
model man, sans rubber, sans tissue etc. It is perhaps a fanciful idea, in these daysof instant expertise, that the
aeromodeller goes through different stages of development. Myself, and most of my free flight contemporaries have been
chasing models almost from since they developed legs, and expect to do so until those same legs give out through excess
of anno domini. Question asked in the newsletter: Who will hold the 1977 World Champs since people didn’t warm to the
idea of flying on a frozen lake in Finland ? North Korea have offered, but how do you get there?

Clubman
Extract from Aeromodeller December 1976
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Southern Coupe League Table after Round 4

Entrant Club
Coup
De

Brum
First
Area

L�don
Gala

Sam
1066

Fifth
Area

Oxf�d
Dr�m

Spires
South
Gala Od�m Crook

Gala
Coup
Europ Total

1 R. Vaughn Crookham 17 13 30
2 P. Hall Crookham 11 15 26
3 W. Beales Croydon 14 11 25

4 G. Manion Birmingham 9 12 21
5 G. Foster Grantham 17 17
6 P. Ball Grantham 13 13

7 B. Whitehead 2 9 11
= C. Redrup Crookham 11 11
9 P. Woodhouse Morley 9 9
= K. Taylor E.Grinstead 9 9

11 A. Moorhouse Vikings 8 8
12 D. Thomson Croydon 7 7
13 M. Marshall 5 5
14 R. Elliott Croydon 4 4
= W. Dennis 2 2 4
= J. Andrews Timperley 4 4
17 M. McHugh Peterborough 3 3
18 T. Bailey 0
= P. Tribe B&W 0
= M.Stagg B&W 0
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Results:

Combined Vintage / Classic Power:
1st - Roy Vaughn (Le Timide)2.30 (tree�d on 1st flight)

E36:
1st - Ray Elliott (Nig Nog) 3.53;2nd - Richard Fryer (Eureka) 3.30(retired with broken tailplane after 2nd flight)

Combined Vintage / Classic Glider:
1st - David Cox (Fugative) 5.49;2nd - Dave Etherton (Nord) 5.21(sterling flying by two stalwarts)

Vintage Middleweight:
1st - Robin Kimber (Fullerton Floater) 4.05(lost in very long grass on 2nd flight max)

Combined Vintage / Modern Coupe:
1st - Peter Hall (O/D modern) 6.00;2nd - Chris Redrup (Etienvre) 5.38

(a masterful demonstration of superiority by Peter, with anoffer, in the heat of victory,
to complete 5 flights�gracefully declined as we all wanted away!)

4

Conditions: Chilly & over cast with fairly strong winds from SW.

Classic launchby Chris Redrup Energetic launch by Peter Hall Pensive Richard Fryer in E36
with VintageCoupe with modern Coupe
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Salisbury PlainSunday July 15th.
Under 25� Vintage Rubber;- BMAS Club Classic;- Vintage Coupe d�Hiver;- Mini-Vintage (Combined);

Tomboy/Cabin duration.
Note the last comp�Reversions to times pastwith this comp. This is �for fun� with a simple set of rules, which are:

Tomboy / Cabin Duration Ratio CompetitionRules
· Unlimited engine run (i/c engines only)
· Engine run is deemed to have ceased after the final burble
· Flight duration is time from launchto time to the ground(or out of sight for more than 10 secs)
· Ratio is calculated by total flight duration/engine run time
· Highest ratio wins
· Timekeeper must record both total flight duration & engine run on score card
· Models must be from the vintage period as defined by SAM1066 rules
· Any power cabin model can be flown�the CD�s decision is final on disputes over modelseligibility
· Fly as many times as you like- your highest ratio counts as your entry.

Each flight to be entered on the CD�s scoresheet before the next is flown
· Fitting and setting of a DT is strongly recommended though competitors are free to choose not to
· Avalid timed flight must not cross the B390 road orthe north side of the airstrip.

Any flight landing outside these boundaries will notbe counted
· Prizes for the three highest entries and a separate prize will be given to the highest Tomboy entry
· The CD�s decision is final

Come & give it a try
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F1B;- 8oz Wakefield;- 4oz Wakefield;
Marcus Lightweights  (RAFF V, Bazooka, Dinah-mite, Supa Dupa ).

SAM 1066 events are:
Combined Vintage /Classic Glider over 50�;- Combined Vintage / Classic CLG / HLG;- Mini-Vintage (Combined)
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Brevity in the company of a CO2 powered Tomboy.
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John Hookawaiting signal from David Cox Tony & Mo prepare for Mini-vintage Fly-off
for vintage glider fly-off
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Indoor arena converted from equestrian centre arena
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Mass launch at Middle Wallop in August 2000

David Noakes & Boehl Giant (14�8� span) The photo caption says the model in the foreground
Middle Wallop August 2000 is a Trevithick Monoplane, a Welsh design from 1936

built by Graham Knight.Again Middle Wallop 2000.

Burnelli RB-1
first lifting body aircraft built
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Is it Mike Gaster? A handsome gentleman at Middle Wallop in August 2000
When? Where? What model?
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Plans for the month
Power: How about a lifting body model � Swayback by Chester Lanzo,

available as a short kit from Belair. Ideal for a sparky.


