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Small is beautiful
By virtue of sheer excess much of the thrill has gone out of the more spectacular forms of
aeromodelling. Everything moves so fast, aerobats so splendidly and looks so authentic that there
isn’t much you can do to attract attention on the model field. You can try streaking, of course,
presenting, as it were, an uncovered version of your own design, but in our climate this would be
cold comfort, and you’d be safer doing what is now all the craze - going Jumbo. *
I don’t know at what spannage a model ceases to be a model and becomes a flying machine, but I
do know that an unregistered aircraft must be anchored by a ten-foot rope. Looking at some of these
Jumbo models I feel it would be safer for all of us if they came into the ten foot rope category.
Happily, though, these multi engined monsters exist more in the threat than in the airfield clearing
reality. Getting six engines all firing together takes up most of the flying session, whilst the rest of it
is devoted to the photographic posing (why are the builders always expected to clutch their hefty
craft to their stomachs?), and it’s much nicer to hold a smooth, unfledged model than a heap of
wreckage.
Just now the C/L and Radio Jumbo-ites are caught up in a competitive inflation spiral, with each
faction vieing to produce the most enormous model. Just who has the biggest nerve, the chap on the
end of the lines, or the one knuckle-whitedly clutching his transmitter, it is hard to say, but there is
something a bit pathetic about these model colossuses - they should have jet engines but have to
make do with craftily concealed piston engines instead. This is because of a condition general
throughout the scale model world, known as ’jet-lag’. Though we are now well advanced into the
jet age, the model flying is still very much bogged down in the propeller era. Thus, the big model builder
is faced with those ’please, it’s only a toy’ props stuck behind the jet pods, or go vintage with a
Lancaster or Dormer Do.X.

The name's the game
They say a rose by any other name etc., but it does add something to your model if what you dub it
is aptly descriptive. For instance, it can be a bit of a let-down if, say, you call your model Nimbus
Nudger when the only thing it nudges is the airfield fence. Or you could be lucky in choosing the name
Icarus if, on your model’s maiden flight, the wings fall off. But, generally, it is better to be like the
Americans who, having emotively exhausted the terminology of fauna and flora, the stars above and
the universe in general, became coldly scientific, and now identify all machines with code letters. Then,
again, it is somewhat cynical to evoke the names of tigers, jaguars and other creatures brought to
the verge of extinction, for our
polluting gadgets.
Most model flyers, though, no
longer trouble to give their models
names at all, probably because the
models now all look so much alike,
so that the term Wakefield, A/2,
Team Racer etc, is title enough.
However, there are times when a
name becomes obligatory, such as
the model plan being published or
put into a kit. It is on such occasions
that you need a bit of inspiration like
the chap who called his Wake
Hereward, or the one who entitled
his team racer Penelope (Pitstop).
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That�s not the name he had on the cowling
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Fig 1. Rubber stripper attributed to Joe Bilgri Fig 2. Czechowski rubber stripper with rotating cutters.
from Reg Parham�s 1961 Model Aircraft article.
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Fig3. Jim Jones rubber stripper.
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Fig 4. Components of the Jim Jones� rubber stripper: Fig 5. Dial thickness gauge for measuring rubber strip width.
blade holding block and blade, and

plastic cutting beds to suit six different rubber widths.
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1) A model box, 55� x 12� x12�, built from 1/8� ply, with plastic angle reinforced edges, metal corners and a hinged lid with
twin latches. It has survived several airline trips.
2) A pair of F1A wings, 94� x 5�, Davis airfoil and tissue-covered built-up all-balsa structure. Tips need covering and some
slight repairs
3) A pair of F1A wings, 94� x 5�, asymmetric for use with an offset towhook. Tissue-covered built-up structure with Benedek
6456-f airfoil, dural tongue joiner included. Originally flown using an outrigger shirring elastic turbulator.
4) A pair of F1A wings, 94� x 5�, asymmetric for use with an offset towhook. Balsa-sheeted top and bottom, with Benedek
6456-f airfoil, Wire joiners.
5) All-balsa fuselage for #3, with fin for a high-mounted stab, and off-set towhook. Needs dural tongue joiner to be re-attached.
6) Balsa/spruce fuselage, for shoulder-mounted wing, tatty, but with sliding-plate circle hook with John Bailey-type timer
start..
7) Fuselage with rolled 1/64� ply boom about �� diameter tapering to 3/8�, with mount for acentre section bolted on with a
2 BA nylon screw.
8) Un-flown pre-bunt tailplane, 19� x 3.75�, balsa structure, tissue covered, W�bbeking section.
9) Tailplane, pre-bunt, W�bbeking section, 21.5� x 3.75�, carbon TE, covered silver Mylar (needs a couple of patches).
10) Sliding plate type circle towhook,with John Bailey timer start systemK

Contact Martin Dilly on 020 8777 5533 or e-mailmartindilly20@gmail.com.
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Magazines:
I have recentlygone through my collection of the wonderful old paper ’Clarion’ issues and I wonder if any of the SAM1066
members may be able to fill some gaps in my collection? From a variety of sources I have managed to scrape together quite
a few complete years now, but being a typical bloke, I am nothing without a full collection!!
I don’t often get to competitions so I would be happy to reimburse anyone for postage costs. I may also be able to travel to
collect within reason. I would also like to get hold of some of the blue binders too if anyone has them.
If anyone can help me they can contact me at:

stewartmason@tutanota.comor alternatively my postal address is:
23 Front Street,
Cockfield,
County Durham,
DL13 5ER.

From looking at the David Baker heritage library spreadsheet I see the Clarion started in September 1989, so I am short of
the following issues.

1989- September required.
1990- Full year required.
1991- Full year required.
1992- April required
1993- January to September required.
1997- September required.
2002- September required.
2004- August required.

Lathe:
I’malsolooking for an old vintage Lathe, either the ’Adept’, or ’Super Adept’ butI would also consider any other type of
mini-lathe, either vintage ormodern
If any of the members are in possession of one they would like to sell, please contact me, as above.
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Results
Lightweight Rub ber  3 x 1 -30

1st G.Manion 4-30  +  2-50 F/O Scram
2nd T.Macdonnell 4-30  +  0 F/O Senator
3rd J.Paton 4-05 Buckridge

P30/E30  3 x 1-30
1st T.Gray 4-30  +  2-23 F/O E30
2nd G.Manion 4-30  +  1-25 P30

E36 3 x 1-30
1st T.Gray 4-30 O/D
2nd J.Paton 4-05 O/D

Vintage Glider 3 x 1-30
1st A.Longhurst 3-08 Chief

Classic Glider 3 x 1-30
1st R.Heap 3-57 Mad�s Dream
2nd W.Dennis 3-35 Caprice

Tail -Less 3 x 1-30
1st A.Longhurst 4-30 Rubber
2nd A.Crisp 2-06 Glider
3rd G.Knight 0-46 Jet

Hi-Start Glider 3 x 1-30
1st S.Milan 4-12 O/D
2nd A.Crisp 3-32 Windrush

H/L-Catapult Glider  5 x 1 -00
1st A.Crisp 2-22 Catapult
2nd R.Heap 1-51 Catapult
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