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Editorial

Here we are, August already, doesn’t time fly by as you get older, even when you’re doing
nothing like myself.
Got a good response for copy after my appeal. Don’t sit back on your laurels tho’, start
thinking about something for the September issue.

Anyway, what have we got this month:

 First up is Nick Peppiatts report on the 2025 Indoor Scale Nationals, which I misplaced
during  fight with my internet last month. I’ve added the results pinched from the BMFA
website.

 Pylonius from 1956 takes his usual sideways look at, probable automatic model control,
Chinese modelling, modelling weather and an invite to visit a balsa supplier.

 I reproduce from the 2003 Clarion the final episode on my indoor activities at that time.
 Gavin Manion reports on the early stages of the ‘Southern Coupe League’.
 Model Aircraft’s Here & There from 1950 reports at length on the Stockholm FAI

conference, the 1950 British Nationals and the American team selection method.
 I weigh in with a pictorial pictures of the past piece.
 Wikipedia info on the Russian huge Mi-26 Helicopter.
 A piece on model helicopter possibilities from the 1950’s Aeromodeller.
 There are three reports on the Crookham gala which had ideal weather conditions and

unfettered access to Salisbury area 8.
 Engine test is the Cox Thimbledrome .049 from the 1955 Model Aircraft.
 There follows the usual long article ‘Occasional Notes from North Wales’ by Roger

Newman covering this that and the other, a sprinkling of current modelling, an LMA
Show, a visit to his new found Delyn model club and a look to the future in full size
aviation.

 The model identification query from June NC is partly solved but the question of the
model’s name still eludes.

 Gavin Manion introduces a vintage chuck glider event at Buckminster.
 The secretary gives us his ‘Notes for August’. He asks for articles on others’ hobbies
 We finally wrap up this issue with Roger’s Plans for the Month:

A couple of Chuck gliders, a Co2 powered ABC Robin and a ‘Great Lakes Biplane’

BMFA’s Buckminster has put a real crimp in my income.

Editor
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Indoor Isn’t for Everyone No,89 - Nick Peppiatt

Free-Flight Indoor Scale Nationals,
27th April 2025, Wolverhampton University,

Walsall Sports Centre

Further to my report on this event in the previous IIFE column (NC June 2025), the full
results are now available on the BMFA Scale website.

For the Free-Flight Scale results please go to:

Scale Indoor Nationals – FF Results, Sunday 27th April 2025 | BMFA Scale Technical
Committee

and for the Radio Control Scale results from the previous day please go to:

Scale Indoor Nationals – RC Results, Saturday 26th April 2025 | BMFA Scale Technical
Committee

Pete Hall’s Peanut Scale Blackburn Monoplane

On the Sunday of this meet, I had the pleasure of sharing a table in the pit’s with the father
and son team of Mick (or Mike) and Peter Hall. They hailed from Walsall, but are now living in
Cornwall. Pete had not been active in the hobby for some 30y, but had recently built and
entered a neat 1912 Blackburn monoplane Peanut of his own design. This model clearly needed
some sorting out, but showed considerable promise.
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Despite his years of inactivity, Pete Hall is clearly an accomplished aeromodeller. It turned out
that he had had a design published in the April 1988 edition of the AeroModeller magazine.
This was the very unusual Bunfighter for a Telco CO2 motor, plans of which are now available
on Outerzone. His father had also been an active builder and flyer of larger free-flight scale
models, and we had a discussion about the Frederick Koolhoven designs for the British Aerial
Transport Company.

Pete Hall’s Bunfighter of 20” earspan for CO2 power.

KeilKraft Piper Super Cruiser 18.25” wingspan Peck Baby Ace 17” wingspan

Baby Ace
I spent much of my building time last year working on a Baby Ace. This Bob Peck design was
built from a Wind-it-up Enterprises kit, which was won at a themed scale event at one of the
Trinity Indoor meetings in 2023. The original Peck kit had printwood, but the equally good
quality wood in the later Wind-it-up version is laser cut. I converted the model to three channel
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Parkzone J-3 6mm coreless motor and gearbox, driving a 100x60mm propeller. Unfortunately,
these Parkzone items are no longer readily obtainable but the current RX62H brick is not much
larger, and various coreless motors with gearboxes are also available radio control, using a
similar radio and power system that I installed in a conversion of Bill Dean’s 3/8 KK Piper Super
Cruiser.
This is a Parkzone Mini Vapor three channel brick and a Parkzone J-3 6mm coreless motor and
gearbox, driving a 100x60mm propeller. Unfortunately, these Parkzone items are no longer
readily obtainable but the current RX62H brick is not much larger, and various coreless motors
with gearboxes are also available.

I’m not a fan of sheet segments, even if they are nicely laser cut, so I laminated the curved
flying surface outlines from 1/16 x 0.020” basswood strips. The build of the rest of the
structure was straightforward, apart from the forward cabane struts. The instructions with
the kit have some nice photographs of the general construction sequence, but they give no
detail of the critical fuselage to wing attachment. The plan shows the front struts perched on
the top of the turtle-deck forward of the cockpit. I provided holes so that they were built
into the model. The top of the cabanes were joined by pieces of 0.010” piano wire, which were
bent at 180° and glued into holes at the ends of the struts, to provide pegs to be glued into
holes in the centre wing rib, when the components are assembled. The main wing struts are,
obviously, working on the finished model.

Laminated tail surface outlines and wing tip Installation of motor/gearbox and RC brick

Checking the alignment of cabane struts Components prior to covering



6

The motor and gearbox was mounted to a 0.8mm ply plate with a right sidethrust of three
degrees and a similar downthrust using 10 BA nuts and bolts. A detachable hatch was
constructed above the motor bay, to access the motor and install the battery. The receiver
brick was attached to a 1.5mm balsa plate with double sided servo tape. A simple card gauge
was made to check the alignment of the cabane struts, as shown in the photograph above. The
elevator and rudder control surfaces were hinged with 3mm wide strips cut from the flexible
storage medium of a 3½” floppy disc. These short strips, four for the elevator and three for
the rudder, were fitted and glued into slots cut into the spars. Superphatic adhesive works
well for this job.
There will be more on the covering and finishing of the model in a future column.

Odiham 2025
Don’t forget to make a note in your diary about the Odiham meeting on the 14th September.
For the details, please see the notice later in this newsletter. Note that pre-entry is
required. This is a rare opportunity to fly on a real airfield!

Indoor Scale Nationals: FF RESULTS
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Nick Peppiatt
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Pylonius
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Clarion June 2003 - John Andrews
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Extract from paperback Clarion June 2003. - John Andrews
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Southern Coupe League Report - Gavin Manion

The first two rounds of the 2025 SCL have now been flown, both on Salisbury Plain and in very
different weather conditions.

On 15th June the Croydon Cagnarata was flown on a bright but very breezy day to a reduced
max because of downwind trees.

The cagnarata formula factored down every classes max by the appropriate factor e.g F1G was
flown to a 96s max.

Given the conditions a number chose not to fly which, given the SCLs generous scoring system,
is tantamount to just leaving points behind on the field.

In contrast the Crookham Gala two weeks later on 29th June was held on a calm day with wind
never more than 5mph and six flyers returned scores.

Scores are SCL Points Standings after Round 2

Croydon Cagnarata
G Manion. 12
C Redrup 9
R Vaughn 9

The next round is the BMFA Nats at Sculthorpe

then the Oxford Duration on 30th August at Portmeadow.

Gavin Manion

Total Points

G Manion 24

C Redrup 18

R Vaughn 17

A Brocklehurst 7

R Elliott 6

J Paton 5

Crookham Gala
G Manion 12
C Redrup 9
R Vaughn 8
A Brocklehurst 7
R Elliott. 6
J Paton. 5
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Here and There - Model Aircraft August 1950
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Model Aicraft August 1950
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Pictorial Past - John Andrews

A few pictures from files from the past

Timperley’s Richard Wykes, Middle Wallop, August 2007
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Walsall’s Mike Turner and his ‘Crusader’ at 2009 Nationals
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BMFA Nationals, Barkston, August 2009
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Gerard Moore’s little Co2 wonders at Wallingford Indoor Meeting November 2008
Both excellent flyers.

Motors also made by Gerard
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I won the ‘Jaguar Trophy’ two or three times with Colin Shepherds model which he gave to me.
Winding was a little different to normal.

John Andrews
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Heavy Lifting: Mi-26 Helicopter - Wikipedia

The Mil Mi-26 remains the gold standard of heavy-lift helicopters and is still regarded as the world’s
largest and most powerful. Developed by the Mil Moscow Helicopter Plant, this beast can transport
up to 20 tons of cargo and perform critical missions in remote and rugged terrains. It remains a
reliable workhorse for military logistics, humanitarian operations, and disaster response.

The Mi-26 is often the first choice for missions that involve transporting heavy machinery, including
armored vehicles, generators, and even small aircraft. It’s eight-blade main rotor and twin-turbine
engines deliver a unique blend of raw power and flight stability, enabling it to operate in some of the
world’s harshest environments, from Siberian tundras to Middle Eastern deserts.

The Mil Mi-26 has a maximum takeoff weight of 56,000 kg (123,000 lb) and can lift up to 20,000 kg
(44,000 lb) externally, making it the world’s most powerful helicopter in terms of lifting capacity.
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The Mil Mi-26
(Russian: Миль Ми-26, NATO reporting
name: Halo).
A Soviet/Russian heavy transport helicopter. It’s
product code is Izdeliye 90. Operated by both
military and civilian operators, it is the largest
helicopter to have gone into serial production.

Design and development
Following the incomplete development of the
heavier Mil Mi-12 (prototypes known as Mil V-12)
in the early 1970s, work began on a new heavy-
lift helicopter, designated as the Izdeliye
90 ("Project 90") and later allocated
designation Mi-26. The new design was required
to have an empty weight less than half
it’s maximum take-off weight. The helicopter was
designed by Marat Tishchenko, protégé
of Mikhail Mil, founder of the OKB-329 design
bureau.[4]

Cockpit of a Mil Mi-26
The Mi-26 was designed to replace
earlier Mi-6 and Mi-12 heavy lift helicopters
and act as a heavy-lift helicopter for military
and civil use, having twice the cabin space
and payload of the Mi-6, then the world's
largest and fastest production helicopter. The
primary purpose of the Mi-26 was to transport
military equipment such as 13-tonne
(29,000 lb) amphibious armoured personnel
carriers and mobile ballistic missiles to
remote locations after delivery by military
transport aircraft such as the Antonov An-
22 or Ilyushin Il-76.

The first Mi-26 flew on 14 December
1977] and the first production aircraft was
rolled out on 4 October 1980. Development
was completed in 1983 and by 1985, the Mi-
26 was in Soviet military and commercial service.

A Russian Air Force Mi-26

General information

Type Heavy lift transport

helicopter

National origin Soviet Union/Russia

Manufacturer Rostvertol

Designer Mil Moscow Helicopter Plant

Status In service

Primary users Russian Aerospace Forces

Indian Air Force, Aeroflot

Algerian Air Force

Number built Over 300 as of 2015[1]

History

Manufactured 1980–present

Introduction
date

1983

First flight 14 December 1977
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The Mi-26 was the first factory-equipped helicopter with a single, eight-blade main lift rotor. It is
capable of flight in the event of power loss by one engine (depending on aircraft mission weight)
because of an engine load sharing system. While it’s empty weight is only slightly higher than the
Mi-6's, the Mi-26 has a payload of up to 20 tonnes (44,000 lb). It is the second largest and heaviest
helicopter ever constructed, after the experimental Mil V-12. The tail rotor has about the same
diameter and thrust as the four-bladed main rotor fitted to the MD Helicopters MD 500.

The Mi-26's unique main gearbox is relatively light at 3,639 kg (8,023 lb) but can absorb 14,700
kilowatts (19,725 shp), which was accomplished using a non-planetary, split-torque design with quill
shafts for torque equalization. The Mil Design Bureau designed the VR-26 transmission it’self, due
to Mil's normal gearbox supplier not being able to design such a gearbox. The gearbox housing is
stamped aluminum. A split-torque design is also used in the 5,670 kg (12,500 lb) gearbox assembly
on the American three-engine Sikorsky CH-53K King Stallion.

As of 2024, the Mi-26 still holds the Fédération Aéronautique Internationale world record for the
greatest mass lifted by a helicopter to 2,000 metres (6,562 ft) – 56,768.8 kilograms (125,000 lb) on
a flight in 1982. In July 2010 a proposed Russian-Chinese development of a 33-ton heavy-lift
helicopter was announced. In early 2019, Russia's state corporation Rostec inked a landmark
agreement on developing a 40-ton next-generation heavy helicopter. Rostvertol, the Russian
helicopter manufacturer, was contracted to refurbish and upgrade the entire fleet of Mi-26s serving
in the Russian Air Force, estimated to be around 20 helicopters. The upgraded aircraft is comparable
to a new variant, the Mi-26T. Contract completion was planned for 2015. The contract also covered
the production of 22 new Mi-26T helicopters. Eight new-built helicopters were delivered to
operational unit’s by January 2012. Under the 2010 contract, 17 new-production helicopters were
delivered by 2014. In all, Rostvertol delivered fourteen Mi-26s to domestic and foreign customers in
the period 2012-14 and six helicopters in 2015. Deliveries to the Russian Aerospace Forces were
continued in 2016, 2017 and 2019. In 2016, Russia started development of PD-12V a variant of
the Aviadvigatel PD-14 turbofan engine to power the Mi-26.

Wikipedia
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Helicopters - Aeromodeller August 1951



25



26



27

Aeromodeller August 1951
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Crookham Gala - Chris Redrup

Crookham Gala - June 2025

This year’s Crookham Gala was blessed in a number of ways. First of all, unlike the last two
years, the Army didn’t deny us access to Area 8 on Salisbury Plain on our chosen weekend.
Secondly the weather was as near perfect as it could be, with the lightest of variable winds,
meaning we could operate adjacent to the trimming field and retrieves were short and easy.
Thirdly and most importantly, the event was very well supported, with some competitors
travelling from the Midlands.

This year we were trying out a new format for the event, with only two groups: Combined Maxi
and Combined Mini, with the intention of achieving a better competition with more people flying
against each other. The choice of model classes to include was based on the perceived
preferences of the people who have supported the event in previous years, with reduced motor
runs and K factors used to even out the performance differences of the different model
classes. Feedback from those who attended has been positive so far and will influence the
format next year. Certainly, the K factors will need to be adjusted for future events in light
of this experience.
In total 17 attended the event, some of whom flew in both combined groups and entered more
than one class in the groups. There were 9 entrants in Combined Maxi, with three of those
maxing out, and 20 in Combined Mini, with 9 of those qualifying for the fly off.
Thankfully, enough people volunteered for timekeeper duty! F1G was most popular with 6
entries while E36 and P30 had 4 entries and 4 Dixielanders competed for the George Fuller
Trophy.
During the day there had been plenty of lift, some of it very strong (although accompanied by
the inevitable sink) but at fly off time that lift proved harder to find, as can be seen from the
recorded times. Roy Vaughn’s Dixielander climbed to a great height, only to come down nearly
as quickly!
Our youngest competitor, 14 year old Joe Pritchard designs and builds his own models and did
very well in both P30 and E20.

With such perfect weather it was no surprise that everyone said they had enjoyed themselves
and with nearly as many prizes as contestants there was every chance to go home with
something.

Results

Combined Maxi: 1st Peter Watson Dixielander 2.22
2nd Dave Cox Vintage Glider 2.00
3rd Roy Vaughn Dixielander 1.56

Combined Mini: 1st Trevor Grey E30 3.33
2nd Tony Pritchard E20 3.26 (K factor of 2)
3rd Joe Pritchard P30 2.41 (K factor of 1.25)

Trophy Winners
George Fuller Trophy: Peter Watson
Glider Trophy: Dave Cox
Coupe Trophy: Gavin Mannion

Chris Redrup
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Crookham Gala Pictorial - Chris Redrup

Chris Redrup launches his P30 into another boomer

Gavin Mannion made the journey and won the Coupe Trophy

Trevor Grey with his winning E30
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Luke Pritchard flew his own design P30 to third place in Combined Mini

Chris Redrup

My Crookham Gala - Roy Vaughn

As you will have read elsewhere, the Crookham Gala enjoyed the best weather of the
year after weeks of windy comps.  My original plan was to fly power in the Maxi group
with the intention(!) of winning the George Fuller trophy for the highest placed of his
designs.  Seeing the forecast I also put the Coupes in the car just in case I could
manage a second class.

The power flights went OK after a scare on the first due to a stupid assembly error.
The morning air was buoyant.   I was maxed out by lunchtime.  The Coupe flights were
equally uneventful although the air had changed, as the sky cleared, to include patches
of sink.  In anticipation of a long flyoff I chose to fly the Dixielander against Peter
Watson's E-Type Dixie and Dave Cox's Classic glider and forgo the Coupe flyoff.

This turned out to be bad thinking. To save our legs the organiser had thoughtfully
summoned the worst air of the day, on par with the worst air I have ever flown in, for
our 5 minute slot.  The climb was not perfect but reasonably high (500+ feet).  One
minute and forty six seconds later it was back on the deck.  The others did little better.
Frustratingly the Coupe fly-off had much better air fifteen minutes later.

Although the day ended with a bit of a downer (pun intended), the rest of the day was
a pleasure rarely experienced as weather patterns change and wind becomes the norm.
The competition format was also good, making sensible use of K-factors where
appropriate to help even things up.  Clearly the BMFA groupings will need similar
treatment to make the new arrangements truly viable.  The simple fact that the lists
of entrants each contained a goodly number of names was a psychological boost.  Well
done Chris!

Roy Vaughn
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Engine Test - Model Aircraft August 1955
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Model Aircraft August 1955
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Occasional Notes from North Wales: - Roger Newman

August 2025

Highlight so far this month has been a visit to the Large Model Association Show at RAF Sleap.

Whilst looking for yet more bit’s via web searches, I spotted that SLEC & Balsa Cabin were
both attending the LMA Show at RAF Sleap (long ago decommissioned) in early July, the airfield
is now used by the Shropshire Aero Club. A quick survey indicated that Sleap was some 16 miles
distant, so a visit was planned. The event was a 2 day affair with overnight camping facilities
& on-site evening entertainment on the Sat, albeit being relatively close, we planned a one day
visit. The previous LMA Show attended was at RAF Cosford many years ago with John Taylor
& my brother-in-law, where we enjoyed a really good day out. Cosford now seems to be
unavailable for the LMA.

The nearer we got, Natalie the sat nav took us in ever decreasing circles round country lanes,
however we eventually arrived – to a windy but dry & fairly sunny airfield. Plenty of parking
within easy distance of all the activities. Definitely not free flight weather but big models?
Well with a decent tarmac runway & plenty of space, flying was indeed taking place aplenty.

The format followed that of previous LMA Shows: a morning flying session of a variety of
models, lunch time break to walk the line followed  by a repeat (more or less) flying session
except on this visit we had the added bonus of some full size aerobatic displays through the
lunch break.

What of the models & flying.  Starting with a general comment, as with previous visit’s to LMA
shows, one cannot fail to be impressed with the quality, the size & the variety of models. Equally
the piloting skills have to be greatly admired. LMA models are way out of my domain but do
represent an area of modelling that obviously demands a very high degree of skill, time and not
in the least – money. The number of modellers who actively participate in this sector of our
hobby must be quite limited relative to the general BMFA membership.
On arrival, a beeline was made to the SLEC stand to deliver a shopping list for later collection,
followed by similar visit’s to the Balsa Cabin & Southern Model Craft for additional supplies as
I still am finding that I gave away/sold many useful and valuable modelling aids. It was good to
see that all three had an excellent array of items for purchase. Tony (Shepherd) had
generously donated me a can of Sport diesel fuel the previous weekend when I was on a family
visit south & Gianni had just posted me a couple of NIB Cox engines from Italy – one a TD 049
& the other Texaco 049. These duly arrived safe & sound, so I stocked up on glow fuel from
SMC. NB – yet more models to be built one day. They have been selected – Swoose for TD as
there are varying size wing span versions, one of which should be large enough to calm down
the TD power to sport model performance commensurate with advanced years & a reduced span
(56”) Lanzo Bomber for the Texaco which could be my first very tentative venture into the
world of guided models!
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Swoose

What of the models at this LMA Show – they ranged from the traditional WW1 biplanes, WW2
fighters & bombers, through to modern day jets. Standouts for me included a splendid
Lockheed Super Constellation (guessing it must have been around 15' span) which flew in
tandem with an equally impressive & large DH Rapide & a lovely slow flying Fiesler Storch.
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There were a couple of BAC Hawks in traditional Red Arrows colours, which were flown
immaculately by a father/son combination.

An F14 Tomcat performed really well, demonstrating it’s variable sweep wing capabilities.
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A Boeing B-17 flew in harmony with three accompanying Mustangs

Quite a few other jets including a couple of Vampires, a Concorde, variety of other modern jet
fighters including a most impressive Lockheed Starfighter. They really look & sound like the
real thing in flight.

All in all, a very enjoyable day out. There are not very many LMA Shows in the calendar year,
next ones are at Elvington (York) on 9/10th Aug & Much Marcle near Ledbury, Glos on 6/7th

Sept. The latter has the benefit of being very close to Westons Cider Factory, Outlet Shop &
Cafe if one fancies a drop of very nice cider! If you get a chance, do make the effort to go to
an LMA show, you should be pleasantly surprised.

For information, the definition of ‘large’ model aircraft has itself grown over the years from
anything over 5kg in 1982 to anything over 25kg today up to 150kg. Models over 25kg have to
be certified by the UK CAA. The Over 25kg scheme is run by the LMA in association with the
UK CAA to allow model aircraft from 25kg up to 150kg to be flown legally in the UK.

On to full size aviation “real world” stuff, albeit looking into the future a little. For those who
are unaware there is a very interesting organisation in the USA known as DARPA – apologies to
those who are already in the know. The Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA)
is an independent research and development agency within the United States Department of
Defense (DOD). It was created in response to the launch of Sputnik in 1957. DARPA stands as
a USA commitment to never again face a strategic technical surprise. DARPA programs focus
on the fundamental research required to establish proof of concept in military & civil fields.
Amongst innovations that have transformed civilian society, it lists the Internet as it is known
it today, automated voice recognition and language translation, GPS receivers small enough to
fit in consumer devices, and early investments in mRNA vaccine technology.
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Some 18 months ago DARPA selected four companies to provide conceptual designs for a SPeed
and Runway INdependent Technologies (SPRINT), an X-Plane (experimental) demonstration
project aimed to explore new concepts for high-speed vertical lift. The SPRINT program aims
to design, build, and fly an X-Plane to demonstrate technologies and integrated concepts
necessary for a transformational combination of aircraft speed and runway independence.
Among the Companies were Bell Textron & Aurora Flight Sciences – the latter Company being
a Boeing subsidiary that designs, builds & flies advanced aircraft & enabling technologies.

Here are published concept views of their offerings. Aurora is designing a high lift, low drag
fan-in-wing (FIW) demonstrator aircraft that integrates a blended wing body platform, with
embedded engines and moderate sweep, with a vertical flight design comprised of embedded
lift fans linked to the engines via mechanical drives. The aircraft is intended to deliver game-
changing air mobility capability by combining cruise at over 450 KTAS (true airspeed) with
vertical take-off and landing (VTOL) in a single platform.

Bell Helicopter is designing & building a flying prototype of a jet-powered VTOL that is
targeted to hit speeds of up to 450 knots. The aircraft has tilting wings with engines and large
propellers at the tips that allow for vertical take-offs and landings. But once airborne with
enough speed for the wings to lift the aircraft, those props can fold into the nacelle and the
jet engines take over for much faster flight than any other VTOL aircraft. The project is a
joint project with the U.S. Special Operations Command.
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Both are very different in their approach & presumed appearance, no doubt including innovative
technology that is most likely only in the conceptual stage at present. It would be most
interesting to peer forward into the future to see what eventually appears & what performance
they deliver.

Back to the past. I chatted to one of the Delyn fliers when I last visited the field, as I recalled
he had built & flies an RC version of the Manx Queen that was originally published in the Jan
1948 Model Aircraft as MA39. Looking further on the web, there was a very informative article
published in RCM & E in 2024 on how to build & modify the original design for RC – from which
the pic below was extracted. I have yet to see the Delyn version in the air but imagine it will
an impressive sight. The article may be referenced at:

Manx Queen | Modifying & building a tailless design from 1947 | RCM&E Magazine

The original model was for free flight, hardly surprising for 1947 as RC was definitely in it’s
infant days. Coincidentally this was a similar time frame for yet another British aeronautical
venture into the unknown that failed, in retrospect  maybe way ahead of it’s time.  This was
the Armstrong Whitworth  AW 52 jet powered flying wing. Following text extracted from the
web.
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The A.W.52 emerged from wartime research into laminar flow aerofoils which indicated that,
in combination with the flying wing configuration, such an aircraft could be dramatically more
efficient than traditional designs. It was pursued to gather data and experience with the
configuration in support of Armstrong Whitworth's ambitions to develop it’s proposed flying
wing jet airliner. Construction of the A.W.52 commenced during the late 1940s; a total of three
aircraft, the A.W.52G glider and two jet-powered aircraft, were constructed for the research
programme.
On 13 November 1947, the A.W.52 performed it’s maiden flight on 30 May 1949, during a test
flight, the first prototype encountered severe pitch oscillations that motivated it’s test pilot
(John Lancaster) to eject from the aircraft; the incident was the first occasion of a genuine
emergency ejection by a British pilot. The first prototype recovered and descended to the
ground relatively undamaged. Shortly thereafter, Armstrong Whitworth decided to terminate
all development work, having lost confidence in the configuration's practicality and the
envisioned flying wing airliner that the A.W.52 was intended to lead to. Despite the
termination, the second prototype remained flying with the Royal Aircraft Establishment until
1954.

It is worth  noting that the same time frame encompassed Northrop's development of his
flying wing designs that ultimately culminated with the B-2 Spirit stealth  bomber. What might
have been if Armstrong Whitworth could have pursued the AW 52?

Roger Newman

Model Identified ? - Martin Pike/Alan Brown

Hi Martin.
Just had a look at the June Clarion and low and behold a photo of my little model asking for
identification. Yes I built the model but have no idea what it is.
Some time back I helped Keith Harrison to down size in a house move, got a load of good
modelling stuff in the process. Later looking for something to power with one of my ED Babies
I remembered a tracing that Keith had drawn.
This is the model. I don't know if it's the original size and there was no name on the tracing so
now we both need the info.
38" span with an elliptical wing and tail, long moment and planked fuselage.
Hope someone can identify the model as, like yourself I think it is quite pretty.

Durham City. 07714103515. Allan Brown.
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Vintage Chuck Glider - Gavin Manion

Who needs yet another contest class? Well, this new class will take very few hours building
time  in fact you might spend more time picking the wood than building it. Plus there’s the little
bit of research needed and that’s best done with a coffee or perhaps a cooling beverage in this
summer heat. The rules are simplicity itself.
1) The design must have been published before January 1951 and must have been clearly
intended as a chuck (or catapult) glider. No turning up with your Archangel and tossing that
about! Built substantially as the plan with the addition of DT/launch tab/rubber hook (see rule
2) as desired. All in the spirit of a low-key fun event; we won’t use a micrometer on your wing
if you don’t use a carbon boom for the fuselage!
2) Your choice of hand launch (Javelin or Tip), or catapult to the normal BMFA rules for CLG
3) “Documentation” means writing on the wing the name, year and origin of the plan using a felt
tip pen or otherwise.
Best five from seven flights to count, max determined on the day.
Now the best bit; the inaugural event will be at the Buckminster Gala in November and
the prize will be A BOTTLE OF CHAMPAGNE (though probably not Vintage…) and hopefully
next year it will feature in the Birmingham Classic.
What’s not to like? I’m sure you’ve got nothing else to do in this heatwave blighted summer. So
get searching on Outerzone, dust off your Zaic Yearbooks, there are many more designs out
there than you would imagine.
Just to get you started here’s a couple of examples but there are loads

Polly Glider The Vartanian

Polly Glider by Pete Demos  , 17” span March 1949. ex MAN and available on Outerzone

The Vartanian by Leo Vartanian,12” span Sept 1941  ex MAN.  Later   full size redraw is
available as a CLG here:- https://amaglider.com/?p=view&a=plans-for-vartanian

If you’ve any comments or questions about Vintage Chuck Glider please contact me. Please bear
in mind that it’s new and never flown before in the UK so there may not be definitive answers.
It will definitely be flown at Buckminster and if there’s interest and support we’ll carry on next
year modifying rules or not as experience shows.

Gavin Manion gavin.manion84@gmail.com

Gavin Manion



41

Secretary’s Notes for August 2025 - Ray Elliott

A few years ago, Roger Newman, my predecessor as Secretary, started a theme on “other
hobbies”. For this issue I have picked up on this theme and am writing about jam making.
We’ve had an allotment for 20 years or so and have grown a range of fruit and veg in that time.
One advantage of growing fruit is that you don’t have to start again each year; all that is
generally required is some pruning and apply some mulching. Currently we have apples,
gooseberries, blackcurrants and, notably, plums.
The plum tree has been exceedingly generous this year, its branches weighed down by clusters
of fruit, each one promising a future jar of delicious jam. There’s something deeply satisfying
about gathering your own harvest: the quiet ritual of picking, the scent of sun-warmed fruit,
and the subtle anticipation of culinary transformation.
Jam making itself is an alchemy of patience and attentiveness. I find the process meditative—
the gentle simmering, the boiling, the periodic testing of the set, and that heady perfume as
sugar melds with fruit. My favourite recipe is a simple one: equal weights of fruit and sugar,
with a splash of lemon juice to help the set and brighten the flavour. The moment when the
bubbling mixture thickens, clinging to the spoon and glowing with possibility, is always quietly
thrilling.
Of course, success doesn’t come without the occasional mishap—sometimes a batch refuses to
set, or the jam emerges a touch too tart. But even these are useful lessons, and, spread over
a slice of toast, still taste of summer’s effort and reward. I suspect many of us have our own
jam stories—tales of gooseberry-scratched hands or the long wait for a pan to reach the
elusive wrinkle stage.
If anyone would like to share their own preserving adventures or favourite recipes, I’d be
delighted to hear from you.
Back to the aeromodelling, the Croydon Coupe Europa / SAM1066 Comp will be held on either
the 44h or 5th of October on Salisbury Plain.  See notice in this issue.
Here’s hop[ng we are blessed with great weather and get a good turnout.

Ray Elliott

Plans for the Month - Roger Newman

Glider: Pair of competitive chuckies – Orpheus & Proteus
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Power: Lovely little Telco CO2 powered scale model of ABC Robin

Rubber: Nicely complicated scale model of Great Lakes Biplane from USA

Roger Newman
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Events and Notices
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Provisional Events Calendar 2025
With competitions for Vintage and/or Classic models

All competitions are provisional. Check websites before attending

February 22nd Saturday Coupe De Brum, Luffenham
or February 23rd Sunday

March 9th Sunday BMFA 1st Area
March 23rd Sunday BMFA 2nd Area

April 6th Sunday BMFA 3rd Area
April 18th Friday Northern Gala, Luffenham
or April 19th Saturday

May 4th Sunday BMFA 4th Area
May 24th Saturday London Gala, Salisbury Plain
or May 25th Sunday

June 1st Sunday BMFA 5th Area
June 14th Saturday Croydon, & 1066, Salisbury Plain
or June 15th Sunday
June 28th Saturday Crookham Gala, Salisbury Plain
or June 29th Sunday

July 6th Sunday BMFA 6th Area
July 26th Saturday Southern Gala, Salisbury Plain
or July 27th Sunday

August 9th Saturday East Anglian Gala,Sculthorpe
or August 10th Sunday
August 23rd Saturday FF Nationals,Sculthorpe
August 24th Sunday FF Nationals,Sculthorpe
August 25th Monday FF Nationals,Sculthorpe

September 7th Sunday BMFA 7th Area
September 13th Saturday Stonehenge
& September 14th Sunday & Equinox cups, Sculthorpe
September 14th Sunday Southern Area BMFA Gala, Odiham
September 20th Saturday Birmingham Classic, Luffenham
or September 21st Sunday

October 4th Saturday Croydon & 1066, Salisbury Plain
or October 5th Sunday
October 12th Sunday BMFA 8th Area
October 25th Saturday Midland Gala, Luffenham
or October 26th Sunday

November 1st Saturday Birmingham Coupe, Luffenham
or November 2nd Sunday
November 15th/16th Sat or Sun BMFA Mini Gala, Buckminster
or November 22nd/23rd Sat or Sun

Please check before travelling to any of these events.
Access to MOD property can be withdrawn at very short notice!

For up-to-date details of SAM 1066 events at Salisbury Plain check the Website
www.SAM1066.org

For up-to-date details of all BMFA Free Flight events check the websites
www.freeflightuk.org or www.BMFA.org

For up-to-date details of SAM 35 events refer to SAM SPEAKS or check website
www.SAM35.org
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Useful Websites
SAM 1066 - www.sam1066.org
Mike Woodhouse - www.freeflightsupplies.co.uk
BMFA - www.bmfa.org
SAM 35 - www.sam35.org
National Free Flight society (USA) - www.freeflight.org
Ray Alban - www.vintagemodelairplane.com
Belair Kit’s - www.belairkit’s.com
Wessex Aeromodellers - www.wessexaml.co.uk
US SAM website - www.antiquemodeler.org
Peterborough MFC - www.peterboroughmfc.org
Outerzone -free plans - www.outerzone.co.uk
Vintage Radio Control - www.norcim.org
Model Flying New Zealand - www.modelflyingnz.org
Raynes Park MAC - www.raynesparkmac.c1.biz
Sweden, PatrikGertsson - www.modellvänner.se
Magazine downloads - www.rclibrary.co.uk
South Bristol MAC - www.southbristolmac.co.uk
Vintage Model Co. www.vintagemodelcompany.com
John Andrews www.johnandrewsaeromodeller.webs.com

control/left click to go to sites

Are You Getting Yours? - Membership secretary
As most of you know, we send out an email each month letting you know
about the posting of the latest edition of the New Clarion on the website.
Invariably, a few emails get bounced back, so if you’re suddenly not hearing
from us, could it be you’ve changed your email address and not told us?
To get back on track, email membership@sam1066.org to let us know your
new cyber address (snailmail address too, if that’s changed as well).

P.S.
I always need articles/letters/anecdotes to keep the New Clarion going, please pen at least
one piece. I can handle any media down to hand written if that’s where you’re at. Pictures can
be jpeg or photo’s or scans of photos. I just want your input. Members really are interested in
your experiences even though you may think them insignificant.

If I fail to use any of your submissions it will be due to an oversight,
please feel free to advise and/or chastise

Your editor
John Andrews


