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Sune Stark’s 1951 Wakefield Winner for Sweden
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1961 WORLD CHAMPION
WAKEFIELD AT LEUTKIRCH
by George Reich, U.S.A.

out of AEROMODELLER ANNUAL 1961/2
one of many leading contest designs to
be found in this year’s_edition.
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by pylonius

E / & ,*
Olympian Thoughts
It is something | have been dreading for years, ibutad to come. | mean, of course,
the Aerolympics.This does not, | hope, infer that the model flyeitlvbe expected to
launch a chuck glider at the top of a pole vaulttorput in the fastest 1,000 metres
retrieving time in the Wakefield event, but whatwtll certainly do will be to put our
once humble hobby on the rostrum of Internationgstieria.
I've never been in favour of terming model flyingsaort, for it seems to put the
poor old model plane in the same category as hampmsdrots and javelins. Part of the
fun of modelling is to demonstrate what a gruelltimge you have had in the workroom, and
the old-time modeller could often be seen with Hedent type of chip on his shoulder than
is carried nowadays. Covered in model dust you hopd your latest creation in your
cement-caked fingers and ciyook what I've made!Admittedly, this is a chancy thing to
do unless, of course, you are flaunting an R/C t@piter, as you may be sure that
the kid next door has bought something much moreriessive from the local
model/toy shop, only awaiting dad to put in theioacbntrol.
What | suppose | am resisting is the grisly ideatlod sporting aeromodeller going into
the model/sports shop to buy his fit-together Olygnpontest model, or worse still the
dishing out of standard plastic models to competgoon the flying field-cum-
area. Thus, in the Radio Control area, Marathon Pylon Racevould rest purely on
sheer, helldive piloting skill (it probably doegeddy), and in Free Flight the athleticism
of putting in 20 flights in a couple of hours, plpsints for tactical ingenuity.
The loser in all this superficial display is thegroold home-made model which I, as an
old fashioned pre-Olympic model flyer, think is whthe hobby is, or should be all
about.
Left in the Wake
We read that a model which won the Wakefield batlk937 is still in existence and
this | regard as a marvellous act of preservatian tbhe part of its owner. Model
planes are, in the nature of things, fragile fahtions (or they were in the pre-missile
days), meant for the fleeting pleasure rather tlh&toric contemplation. Just think of
the hazards: the rigours of the flying field, theckoning of the fly-away skies, and the
rough and tumble of family storage:
'I'm sorry dear But yoknow that old paper model you've got hanging up, or lidave hanging
up, in the box-room" Well . .
Since that famous model went into cold storage Waste been the changes that time has
wrought in the model world. Model flying today doest conjure up visions of rubber models
drifting lazily over London's green and pleasamtdgbefore the row came to the Heath), but
is synonymous with the zoom and roar of poweredigachodels receding further and
further into the rural distance.
They were certainly the days if you liked the simpife. You came onto the field in your
best Sunday togs not to do 14 proving flights, bathope that the fattest thermal of
the day had your name and number on it. And it wlAsso unsophisticated, with not a
bubble machine in sight, and nothing more tactittedn a bit of grease on the tail-
skid.
One happy thought, though. If the fuel situationedoget worse we may find
ourselves back flying models on Heathrow,



Gassed Up
The particular attraction the vintage model has g is that there ain't much of it; you
can almost knock one out during the T.V. advertsit Bot all vintage models are so
accommodating in this way. Take, for example, thbsge pre-War gasses which will be
performing elephantine feats at the coming Aeroliapthey call for production on the
grand scale, apart from leaving the local modelmhand your pocket, in an extremely
depleted state. And just to add to the complicatibvey are fitting the monsters with very
un-vintage radio equipment. The reason for thisyppose, is that the world has become
a bit more crowded since those spacious days whemriginal monsters started beating up
the rubber contests, and you need some means @irkge¢hem from the cars and people
that now crowd up every square yard of space.
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