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| Pad userst you are having trouble opening the New Clarion, hold your finger on it to display a menu,
then select open in new tab". You will find the new tab to the right of the SAM1066 tab.
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T OPPFPICAL. T WISTSS

by pylonius
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Topleal Tuwidls

nl}d' yi:dhyallhe' ropelled ad h
ndisma the jet vances in the
world of aviation, our fricusl the Realists are still
d y plugging that vintage cabin model as the last
in scale verisimilitude. e only difference is that
they now call themselves Purists, which suggests that they
see something. frightfully immoral in the present day
passion for speed and eén:iency. :

But perhaps I misjudge them. That vintage cabin
model might well be a true scale counterpart of some full
size aircraft. I’ll have to pop into a museum one of these
days just to check up.

Modern variant of that old story about the chap who
was so lucky, that if he fell down a drain he’d come up
with a bunch of violets, is the starry-eyed type who
forgets to light his d/t and finishes up with a world record.

: e o o

Offside Comment ;
A writer in this journal has claimed that “ . . . model
flying is deserving of the interest accorded to football . . , *
Now;, I don’t know what black grievance this chap
" harbours against us poor, unoffending modellers for him
to wish a ghastly fate upon us. It’s bad enough to
try to cope with the relatively minor nuisance of the
prying ’l?al:l:m.l boy s:lnd the od:::ll, inquisitive dog, Withfl‘ét
having the multitude at large descending upon us in wild,
enthusiastic hordes. i N
Craving as we do, the deserted quictitude of the un-
trodden cabbage patch, “we are &ankful that public

interest in our quaint habits is limited to an ,
but not very determined, effort to have us thrown off.
To attempt to fly our models amidst a sea of cloth caps
and waving rattles would be fatal to our hobby—and,
indeed, to quite a few of the cloth ca; fans, too.

. Fortunately, it seems that our well-wishing friend will
have to wait some little while before the grandstands'and

turnstiles appear on Chobham Common, or, indeed, till.

we overhear this typical snatch of conversation.

“ Any luck wn‘:p:?: treble chme,everyda'y g :

i Nal’1' Clottenham Modspurs let me sumfink
rotten.’ -

““ Well, wot abaht the Breezy Six? »

“Dead unlucky. The wevver turned right calm.
Not a single out-of-sighter in the lot.”

“ No luck wiv yer twelve results, either ? *

“ Not a blinking sausage. There was me wiv twelve
stone-bonkers all lined up, and the perishing area fergot
to send in the results !’ 4

® L @
A Flowery Future

If, at some future time, model flying does assume the
status of a national pastime, such as football, cricket,
kit-buying etc., it may well be that some of the B.B.C.
experts will have to switch over to model flying topics.
Take the gardener, for instance :

““ At this time ofthem.r your winter stocks will either
have been destroyed or left in a poor way by the abnormal
weather which we always get at this time of the year.
The late summer varieties should be coming along well,
though, and after digging up a few of last year’s old stand-
bys—which may possibly require just that little bit of
trimming—you should still be able to make a brave show
on the autumn cabbage patch.

“ Probably you will now be looking for a good climber.
Well, by far the commonest species is Pylonia Convolvulus.
Both the Northern variety, gilvio Stratospherus, and the
Southern variety, Buskellia Slickstickus, can be recom-
mended, but, perhaps, the most popular of all is the
“scrub ’ stock, which all too often come to grief when
planted too firmly into rocky . Of a lesser
order is the gentle rambler, Sportus Cabinolia, which can
be reared quite s on even the smallest plot.
Care, however, should be taken to avoid that pmia:farly
dense specimen, Blowyu Jackus. -

* Now, this being the damp season of the year (January
to December) you must be ﬁdaﬂy cautious when lny::g
out the new frames. See that you cover them well
spray lightly with water before applying your liquid
warping solution. Even the novice can produce that
beautiful white bloom, known as the Blushing Tissue,
which looks so becoming on the coloured varieties.

" ““And just a few hints and tips to end with, Firsta word

about that difficult customer, the Odoriferous Thyme- -

keeper. For maximum results careful cultivation is
necessary, with liberal nﬁicatiom of soft soap, plus a
little gentle twigging. not, however, o the
latter treatment, as it is unwise to disturb that friendly
little chap, the Late Tick. A lessfriendly visitor to cabbage

pawhthm,tthmndMayﬁy. This .

18 best by a strong dose of salty verbiage.

Finally, a reminder about that Sunday morning task:
do see that you root out the late club specimen, Memberus
Deadlossia, from their beds first thing.”

Newest development in model aviation is something
that looks suspiciously like a flying clothes horse
{Ptg-asus 7).

bviously just the thing to take out for an airing.

Pylonius
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Phil Ball gets his Dynamite away Peter Watt winding again with Paul Hoey in support
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ONE HAS COME to expect outstanding engincs
from the leading Japancse manufacturers and the
Enya 15 diescl is no exception. It is beautifully
made, full of performance and especially interesting
from the porting arrangement. It docs, in fact, look
more like a glow motor than a diesel in layout, but
is actually quite different from its stable-mate,
the Enya 15 glow,

Designwise the Enya 15 dicsel departs from the
usual circumferential exhaust and transfer porting
arrangement and instead used diametrically-opposed
transfer and exhaust ports of gencrous area, with
considerable overlap, as on a typical glow motor
layout, and the faster diesels. A difference,
however, is that the transfer is not one main passage
opposite the exhaust, but two passages cut in the
lower cylinder casting in a fore and aft direction
on what would be the side positions of a conventional
transfer passage. "I'hese passages extend to the top
of the casting and are sealed at the top end by the
cylinder flange being bolted down (with two thin
gaskets underncath). Inscrtion of the cylinder also
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Outstanding 25 diesel from Japan with
opposed porting and new design features
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reviewed by R, H, Warring

effectively separates the two passages, except where
they line up with the transfer port cut in the
cylinder wall.

It is, of course, usual with this type of layout to
have a deflector on the piston, but one cannot, how-
ever, be used with a contra piston, since the latter
cannot be constrained against rotation and thus
any “matching” shape would not nccessarily stay
“in line”, A solution which has been tried in the
past is to “step” the top of the piston as introduced
by Mills Bros. to form the deflector. In the Enya
the designer has utilised a conical topped piston—
and quite obviously achieved a perfectly satisfactory
gas flow throughout the cylinder.

Starting and general bandling characteristics are
excellent. Finger choking js adequate to prime.
T'he exhaust note is peculiar, especially running rich
and slow, but settles into a hcalthy roar. Hand
starting remained casy right up to 6 in. diameter
propellers and running was consistent and smooth
at all speeds. The controls arc nicely flexible and
casy to adjust, optimum settings for any particular
propeller load being obtained with a minimum of
trouble. Peak power output on test was found to be
shghtly in excess of 14,000 r.p.m. but the excellent
running characteristics arc mamtained up to beyond
18,000 r.p.m.

Workmanship is of the highest order throughout.
The crankcase unit is a yuite complicated pressure

SPECIFICATION

20— 1. - .'. -
_Max BHP 252 ot 14200¢

Displacetuent coment: 2494 ce. (1517
cu. 1)

Rore: 5895 in.

Hrroke: -5565 in.

o

llore/stroke ratio: 1-:06
Bare weight: 5k ounces
Max, Torque: 22 ounce-inches at

20
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9,000 =.p.m.
Max, B v: 2252 BHLP. at 14,200
Lpm, -
Pawer rating: <101 H.H.P, per e.c.
Powerfweight ratio: -049 B.H.P. per

HUnes :
Marerial Specification:
Crankcase unit: light alloy pressure die

18—
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casting
Cylinder: hnrdened steel (geound inside
and out)
Piston: cast iran (boned)

RPM.

=
K]
8000 9000 /0000 11000 (2000 /3000 MO00 /5000 16000 /7000 18000

Con. rod  light alloy casting; bronze big
end bush

Hearings: Rear ball race; beanng sleeve
birass or bronie {reamed)

2‘.-. T - I{- _.-_J;_:.:-."%_. P LT L LEErTTrrererrrrr ey wee

Crankshaft: heat-treated earbon ricel

Cylinder jacket: aluminium (turned)
with steel insert for compression
Screw

Spray har assembly: nickel plated brass

|
AT

(flexible needle vulve extension)

I====c==c==

Manufacturer:
Enya Metal Products Co.,
5531 Arsicho Nakanoku,
‘T'okyo, Japan

£ «

£
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die casting in light alloy. ‘I'h¢ main bearing sleeve
is of brass or bronzc cast in and merely reamed to
size. A ball race press or shrunk fitted into the front
of the crankcasc forms the rear bearing and effec-
tively takes most of the load, such is the shaft fit
that onc can spin assembly more readily than many
a twin ball-race unit.

A generous diameter flange is machined on the
steel eylinder to seat on the crankcase casting, with
the two ports cut in the walls below the flange. Tt is
an extremely close fit in the casting and the turned
dural cylinder jacket a “plug"” fit over the cylinder.
Four assymmetrically placed screws through the
cylinder head then hold the assembly in place, onc
screw being longer than the others and fitting on
the exhaust side.

T'he cast iron piston is quite light in construction
with a honed finish and is an excellent fit in the bore,
its skirt is cut away on the transfer side to avoid
masking the transfer passage at the bottom of the
stroke.,

Connecting rod is a light alloy casting, with
a bronze bush for the big end bearing. It is quite
substantial in size to accommodate the j-in.
diameter crankpin and 197-in. (5 mm. brass cnd
padded hollow gudgeon pin. Crankshaft diameter
is 3935 in. (10 mm.), stepping down to 5 mm., for
the threaded length. “T'he induction port in the shaft
is circular and the shaft hole extends up the length
of shaft past for lightening, crank web is partially
machined away to form a crescent-shaped

counterbalance.

Other interesting features are the fitting of
a steel inscrt in the head o take the compression
screw; the back cover (the fit of which, incidentally,
emphasiscs the close tolerance held on the castings)
attached by four short screws instead of screwing
in; thcusc of typically Japancse nickel plated screws

595
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throughout and the Propelier r.pm.
ick av i, x pitch
mc_Lcl plated spraybar GRS i 5,400
unit and needle valve 9 x 4 (Stant) 10,400
. . 4 x Y (Stane) 13,510
assembly, and  the e B
really robust flexible gx 6 :ir.-.nn 11,000
b x 6 (Stant) 1.6
extension  of the | YTy 13,000
needle valve. Provi- :x g ;'1_".!«) },fﬁ:
sion is made for the | 3§%3 E"'ﬁ;) 14,000
itri ; 6 x 9 (Tiger) 14,600
fitting of a second g2 (*r.'-ﬁ—n';an) i
spray bar and needle | 15 x 4 (Frecun 7.600
valve at the upper | 10 x4 (Trucu 8,000
: Y x 4 (Truc, 11,200
end of the intake tube | 331 firicon 13600
for two-speed opera- 7 x 4 (Prucut] 16,000
tion, although this is 1xsiaien) e

not drilled out on the stancdard model.

Timing is fairly conventional by modern high
performance standards. T'he intake opens about
100 degrees before top dead centre and closes some
45 degrees after top dead centre. Both the exhaust
and transfer open rather later, which is usually en
advantage in extracting the utmost power from the
charge and a feature which can be tolerated much
more with the type of porting used. The exhaust
opens approximately 120 degrees after top dead
centre and the transfer approximately 20 degrees
later. Bore and stroke approximate the 1.1, Racer,
but the use of opposed porting has given far
greater over-lap.

Summarising: a truly cxccllent 2-3 c.c. diesel in
all respects, and also a verv rugged engine achieved
at little or no weight penalty. It is also the first of
the high performance dicscls to appear with “glow
motor” style porting—(not forgetting the much
carlicr Super ‘l'igre 5 and 6 c.c. cngines of moderate
output)—a design feature, we feel, which will soon
be followed by other cngine designers, because in
the Enva at least it certainly gives top performance.

Joooooooououodgod
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1, A. Moorhouse 62373 Vikings 412
P30

1t B.Lavis 72364 Biggles 5.24

2nd P.Watt 10895 Mid Ards 5.03

3 C.Redrup 34457 Crookham 4.56

4t P.Hoey 48541 Impington 4.55

5t D.Norwood 19346 Delyn 4.07

6" S.Fielding 67400 Morley 2.00

Clg/HIg
1t N.Botham 12225 Morley 3.02
2nd P.Gibbons 76597 Peterboro' 2.43
Classic Glider

1t C.Parry 73338 Biggles 7.08

2nd N.Botham 122255 Morley 6.31

3 R.Heap 73338 Biggles 5.12

Vintage Rubber/Power

1t D.Cox 73114 Crookham 7.30

2nd P.Ball 57180 Grantham 6.54

3rd C.Foster 17203 Morley 6.32

4t D.Norwood 193646 Delyn 5.37

5 R.Mosley 100178 Morley 4.01
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2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th
7th
8th
gth

1st
2nd

1St

18t
2nd

1st

18t
2nd

1st
2nd
3rd

J.Cooper
S.Philpott
C.Redrup
D.Ginns

P Gibbons
G.Williamson
N.Botham

C. Foster
G.Warburton

P.Ball
Marshall

N.Allen

N.Botham
D.Norwood

D.May

C.Parry
R.Heap

C.Foster
D.Ginns
G.Williamson

NP

E36
3432
64218
34457
84235
76957
170419
122255
17203
54828

Combined Rubber

57180
55419

Combined Power
39572

Mini Vintage
122255
19346

Classic Rubber
56714

Vintage Glider
62525
73338

Combined Electric

17203
84235
107419

Biggles
Birmingham
Crookham
Crookham
Peterborough
Peterborough
Morley
Morley
Morley

Grantham
Impington

E.Grinstead

Morley
Delyn

Delyn

Biggles
Biggles

Morley
Crookham
Peterboro'

6.00
5.50
5.19
5.05
4.54
4.51
2.00
1.56
1.48

7.30
6.00

6.00

6.00
4.00

0.30

4.10
3.41

6.00
3.27
1.30
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mene usually expects to
find a certain number- of
Models * entries - of poor quality at

3 all national model aircraft
meetings of the “open” type, but one was very
forcibly struck by the generally poor standard of
the majority of machines entered in the 1948
Nationals,. :

How some of the entrants had the temerity to
enter at all is difficult to- understand, as a large
number of machines were both poorly constructed and

~ badly handled, and gave the impression that the -
owners were sadly in need of more contest practice

with their club or area before justifying the expense

of the journey to the Nationals.

Far be it from us to deny the beginner the chance

“ have a go’
modellem—wc have all had to make a start at some
time—but we do seriously suggest that many com-
petitors should obtain more experience locally
before wasting their time, and that of the organising
officials, by entering unsuitable and badly handled
machmts in such important events as thc National
Contest.
" As an instance, an apalling number of machines
in the glider events were promptly put out of com-
mission through their wings collapsing while on the
tow line, and an examination of some of these indi-
cated that the designers and builders had a poor

: knowlcdge of the elementary pnnmplcs of structural

design in most cases, since the wing attachment
devices were quite inadequate for anythmg but a
dead calm.

Theére is really no excuse for such a statc of affairs
in these enlightened days, as this subject has been

- dealt with adequately in the pages of the model

aeronautical publications; including this Joumal
on more than one occasion.

It is Surpnsmg the large
number of entrants one sees

zmm
gMﬁW - in competitions who display
- faulty “ take-off” technique,

chlcﬂy througﬁ not taking enough care or not

giving enough thought to the effects of wind direction
“ on the model durmg thc fcw vital seconds aftcr its
: releasc

* with the more experienced aero-

The most common fault is to point the model at
the wrong anglc to the wind, so that the wind assists

breezes ; but is disastrous in anything of 2 boisterous
nature, as the helping hand of the wind heels the
model violently over beyond the recovery powers of

" its natural stability.

The model should always point at a slight angle
to the wind, so that the upsetting tendency of the
wind-force is opposed to the machine’s natural turn,
in short, so that the forces counter cach other instead
of augmenting each other.

The other glaring fault is the still prevalent
tendency to ‘“push” the machine at take-off.
This fault is most prevalent with power model

enthusiasts, who seem to be quite unable to. resist .- .

the urge to give their machmes a supposed *“ helping
hand ” on release. -

A properly designed and trimmed machine dobs
not require a “ helping hand ” to take off,
indeed, the sooner it is allowed to become airborne
naturally1 the better. Any other method is likely to
give it too much initial speed, with the danger of
stalling. This also is particularly important when
‘high winds "exist, as a. model which is stationary
relative to the ground ‘may still possess an excessive
“ flying speed for a proper take-off. Obviously under
these conditions a push merely serves to aggravate
the situation, and does not help the model.

Apart from bt:mg the only fair method of release,
the S.M.A.E. “no pushing ” rule is also the only
technically correct method of release, and nothmg is
to be gained by trymg to dodge the issue.

It is with the greatest -

regret that we have to

- record the death of C. J.
- Burchall—one of the most
enthusiastic model aircraft. constructors whlch the
movement has produced.

A member of the old controlling body, thc Kite

and Model Aeroplane Association, he was also an
‘early member of the London Aero Models Associa-
tion, the Parliament Hill Model Flying Club, the
Northern Heights Model Flying Club, and the late -
Model Aeroplane Club.

He was a founder member of the Edgware Club
and an honorary miember of many, mcludmg
Blackheath and the Park Model Air League.

Always a staunch supporter of the S.M.A.E., he -
was one of its first members to be granted the
honour of “ Fellowship,” and in the carly days of the
society he did much to consolidate its work and to
help the tyros to overcome their initial difficulties
both constructional and aerodynamical. - ¥

A strong believer in the value of first-class work-
manship in flying models as an aid to performance,

he has been responsible for transforming -more
beginners into first-class constructors than any other
man in the movement.

" His presence at flying events will be deeply missed -
and model aviation loses one of its most outstandmg
ﬁgures .

The Passing of
o Pioneer

Jooboooogogogouod

the machine’s natural turn. "This is all right in faint -
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John Andrews and
THE RUGBY MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY
AERONAUTICAL SECTION
Part 3

Here we go again, | hope some of
you are stifl with me, | don’t know about ' ymay 1080
you but | am finding this Iiterary
exercise quite an interesting trip down o _AEROBODS OF NOTE______
memory lane, things are coming to i U774
mind that | thought | had long forgotten. \\\\\\““ .

Now where was I, Ah yes, power \\‘ :
flyer John Bickerstaffe. As | said in the \\\*
last episode John came to Rugby from
Accrington in 1952. JB, as | have
always called him, brought with him the
leading edge power designs of the time,
developed by himself in conjunction with
Eric Lord his Accrington clubmate. The :
models were lightweight buit-up &
fuselages of 1/4 square strip, high 1/4 %
sheel pylon mounted wings with flat-
bottomed airfoils. The power plant was
the fabulous Effin 2.49 radial diesel.
This motor was run with a red KeilKraft
Truflex 8x8 piastic propeller, not the
best choice but the engines seemed to
like it. Later in his career JB got into

y N JOHN BICKERSTAFFE
home-made props from Tufnol fibre John is one of aeromodelling’s top power

carved and shaped with broken glass {1555 World Power Championshipe.

as a cutting edge, these were real
finger choppers but worked more
efficiently than the commercial props.

Before | forget, here is the Ray Malmstrom caricature of JB that | promised
last issue, it took a bit of finding as | got the date wrong 1960 not 1958. | spent a
lot of time at the hanger going back and forth through David’s 1958 volume of
Model Aircraft fo no avail, I finally Jocated the copy with my mate John Nicholson.

Speaking of Ray Malmstrom | feel a digression coming on. Outdoor Free-
flight being currently curtailed by foot & mouth [ took the opportunity to fly indoors
with the Impington Village College MAC which was founded by Ray in 1946. The
event took place in the college sports hall on March 18th. an all-day 9 to 5 event
at modest cost £4 flyers, £1 spectators. This meeting, | understand, was the first
effort at indoor by the club and in my humble opinion was the perfect model for
indoor events and | hope and trust it will be repeated.

The event had well publicised fiight time slots with PA system
announcements. There were three low key competitions, general flying and
individual demonstration slots. The demo slots were aimed at Joe Public who had
his own bounded viewing area and with a car-boot sale being adjacent Joe was
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present in abundance and the cause of aeromodeling must have been well
advanced by this coincidence or foresight.

The demos ranged from multi-motored scale to state-of-the-art F1D. The
F1D demos by maestro’s Laurie Barr and Bob Bailey must have been real eye-
openers for spectalors and many modellers alike. Bob’s flight was a particularly
fine eifort, the model appearing, to me, to be trimmed for a tighter turn than
normal to fly in the hall and if my eyes saw correctly using about a 1/4 weight
motor with ballast stick. In the words of Michael Caine, | bet “not a lot of people
know that’. The event was supported by a static exhibition in an adjacent half with
excellent cafeteria facilities, all in all a first class event which | believe will be an
annual event and would be well worth repeating more regularly.

Digression over, back to Bickerstaffe, this was the first time the Rugby club
had seen at first hand real competition Free-fight power. We had two good
Wakefield fliers, Roger Dowdeswell the son of an agriculiural engineer who
followed the Ted Evans designs and Bill Eales who's own designs were more akin
to the Boxall Brothers but JB was our first real power man. John and | soon
became firm friends and we travelled to the competitions on motorcycles in those
early years. One incident sticks in the mind when we were bound for Cambridge

one weekend. On board my 500 Triumph was myseff and pillion passenger,
neighbour and modelling mate lan Lomas carrying the inevitable standard 6 foot
model box / coffin across his back. it was a wet road day and we came up fo a
road island where | lost the back end, it stepped out then flicked back, the bike
then squared up but | had lost the plot by now and we jumped the kerbstone, did
a long wobbly excursion across a thankfully large grass verge and rejoined the
road well past the isfand. JB following on his Norton reported that the exhibition
had been witnessed by an open mouthed spectator in an adjacent pub car park.
(He probably thought I'd taken a short cut)
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One of the high points of JB’s competition career was compsting in the
1956 World Power Championships as Proxy flier for Sorjo Ranta of Canada. John
was the leading Canadian’ flier after the first two rounds and was given first
choice of flight time for the third fight. A calm warm spell was chosen and (o
John's ufter dismay two failed take-offs resulted in a no-flight being recorded.
Retiring to lick his wounds John recalled that, whilst trimming, the model had
exhibited a nose down pitch immediately after a hand-launch and reasoned that
the complete lack of wind was the culprit resulting in the model dropping to the
ground as the refracting nose leg folded on release. John had hit the problem
right on the nose, he added a few inches to the nose leg and proceedad to max.
out. What might have been the result if a fixed leg had been used.

The event was won for GB by John's friend Ron Draper of the Coventry -
Club. John recalis that on one flight Ron and he were in the same patch of air -
and he was convinced that his Canadian model had a superior glide to that of
Ron's winning model. John puts Ron’s success on that day down to a fast ..
climbing model with timer tuning being bang on the 15 seconds every time
resulting in the his modei being one of the highest climbers. (there ain’t no
substitute for altitude) :

The peak of JB’s career was as a member of the 1958 UK Power Team but
that will have to be next time.

in the words of Amold Schwarznegger " I'll be back ” with part 4.

Joogoogodbd
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Cutaway of Brown .005 cylinders and tankComplete Brown .005 . Apologies for the Telco filler!
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Gerard Moore s 2.6r@@ moto 7 erard 0. motr, hih is
in a Pistachio sized Platzer Motte currently under development.

‘ﬁ

Tt
ﬁili =!}

i
1

T
e W L .m Lo S Far ramn m

=
@™ o TIETERTITTT ememet RN

Heinz Neumman s plan for a Peanut Scale Platzer Motte ultralight, frogti&dkHEiseae Vel 3.
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Christmas ouce more

SeT. Wooprow's model of the Drine Turbulent,
cleverly posed in front of one of the RAF.
Northolt hangars, reminds us that yet another vear
has passed, for it was made from last December's
free plan insert. If the “Aiglet™, presented with this
issue, schicves anywhere near the same degree of
popularity with our readers as that sttained by the
‘I"'urbulent, then we shall be sceing a Hush of Afl's
in the cormung scason.

Aside from this feature 10 our pages this month,
we should drw vour attention to the tremendous
amount of research and cross-checking (involving
some hundreds of hours) which has gone into the
production of the most authentic Albatrus and
F.E.2B. drawings ever reproduced, In ourendeavour
to see that AEROMODELLER readers have nothing
hut the hest, we left no stone unturned in our search
for information, and in our humble opinion George
Cox has set a standard in his treatment of the
“Famous Biplane” 1/481h scale solid model that
will establish a new “high’’ in such drawings,

Aviatton fans of pre-war years will rejoice in
Arch Whitehouse's story of his encounter with the
tamous “‘Red Baron”, for Arch was the great
attraction in that much-sought-for publication
“Flying Aces”, now alas, no longer published as
such in the U.S.A. Comments on this introduction
of true aviation storics 10 our columns will be
welcomed.

Twao imporfant lunetions

The Annual Dinper and Prizegiving ‘of the
S.M A K, rakes place on December 8th, 1956, and
will again be held at that venue almost synonymous
with acromodelling social activities, the Horseshoe
Hotel, Tettenham Court Road, London, We
presume you have vour tickers ordered!

A week later sees the Annual General Meeting
held once sgan outside the London area. Venue is
the Great Northern Hotel in Leeds, snd it i3 to be
hoped that Northern modellers rake better advan-
tage of this facility than they have so far accorded

December, 1956

Wot  no report ?

A TracicC sERIES of misfortuncs
and delsys having prevented
vur on-the-spot reporter re-
turning from ltalyin tunefor the
Il'll:luhll\ﬂ. 0( hiz comments n
this issue, we ask the indul-
wence of our readers for a
further month, in the sincere
hupe that we shall be able to
grace the puges of nur Jenuary
1ssue with story and pictures of
his Italian Siesta. 1f not, try ta
picture the AEKOMODELLER Statf
scouning tha Alps complete
with St. Bermard dogs in the
interests of “yet onother AERO-
MoOpELLER Service”, Excelsior
und a!l that!

contests arranged in their distnets. Many matters of
vital import to the future of orgamised acro-
maodelling in Great Britiin are tabled for discussion,
and 1t 13 up to all enthusmsts to ensure that they are
cither present or represented at this very important
function. Dite i3 December 1oth, 1956, and again,
the place is LEEDS. (That's oop in Yorkshire if
tha doesn’t know!)

Pioneers pasnsing

With the death of Sir Richard Fairey, MLR.E,,
Hon F.IRAcS., HonF.LAeS., founder of the
aviation company that bhears his name, acro-
modelling loses a link with the varly days of the
hobby in this country. Bom in 1887, he was
vducared at the Merchant Tavlor’s School, und ut
the Finshury Technical College, where he qualified
as an clectncal engincer. Right {rom the start he
took a keen interest in aviatiun, devoting all his
spare tune and energy o mode « with which he had
achieved by 1910 a number of height, distance and
speed records.

At the age of 28 he founded his own aircraft
company with a factory st Hayes, and the Fairev
Acrodrome became the mecca of avromodelling
activities before the lust war, Practically every
meeting of consequence tool place at “Faireys™, and
sir Richard was invariably a keehly interested
spectator {We understand that the origingl wooden
shed, gathering place of so muny pioncer acro-
maodellers, 13 sull standing, though somewhat
swamped by the grandeur of London Airport that
now covers the site of the old aerodrome )

Pre-war acromadellers will also recall the name
of W. E. Evans with sometinng of nostalgia, for
“W.E.” was synonymous with the carly days of the
habby, and provided many enthusiasts with thar
modelling timber before balsa made its debut in this
country, Mr. Evans, who was a Fellow of the
SM.AE., passed away on September 14th ar the
rnpe age of 81, leaving his business (now entirely
devored to fumiture making) to be carried on by
his sons.

£
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Terrilic new record

During the course of the Warld Speed Champion-
ships ar Florence, Rayv Gibbs, apart from his flight
of 211 k.shr. which won the Individual honours for
him and Great Brotan, decided that his model wis
motoring well enough to warrant having a go at the
carrent  Internationsl  Record,  already in his
possession with a speed of 208 k. hr.,, made at
Heston last December.

In failing light, the attempt was made with
timekeepers and other officials keved up, and Gibbs
returned the fontastic specd of 225 k./hr. We say
“funtastic”, for in our opinion when speeds get up
inta the higher hrackess of international competition
it 18 hard enough to reach the 5 k.jhr. increase
required under the regulutions for the recognition
of a new ‘record. To better the previous best by no
less than 17 k. hr. 1< an achievemnent of great eredit
tn Gihbs, and perhaps even more 20 to Fred Carter
who had put the Huence on the maotor to such good
ciTect.

We understand that the S.NLAE. has requested
deteils from the Italian authorities in order 10
vnable o claim to be submitted through the praper
chunnels.

Spnin in Kent

A 'shadnw fell acrass the litter of model boxues,
packing and aeroplane parts which decked the

T

grass, and one boy looked up from his assemhling
and exclaimed with more vigour than clegance
“Blimey! Look at that!” “That" was a large bull,
surveving them from the distance of a few feet. The
Springpark Model Aeroplane Club retired over the
fence with varying degrees of gmce but uniform
speed. The bull proceeded to investigate their
possessions. At first he just blew and snuffed, but
when he went on to turn out the contents of the
boxes this proved too much for one member, He
went back over the fence and advanced on the hull
with peremptory pestures and authoritative tone.
“Gerron, Get out!" “I'he bull retreated a step and
the smuteur matador said to himselfl “Bulls!
nothing to 11! Chase one o day before breakfast!
Gerrox, Ger Oer? "T'he bull retreated two more
steps before his slow brain took in the real situation;
then he turned and began to paw the ground and
blow steam through his nostrils. “I'he acrobod
abruptly reconsidered his programme. Al right,”
he said placatingly, "Good bull, 1 didn't mean it."
He glanced behind him, hastily  assessing  the
distance to the fence and hoping the bull would be
us deliberate in his preparations for action as he had
been in his original meditations. From the flurry
round the boxes, where the S.P.A.C. was frantically
flinging its combined possessions over the fence,
came a‘precise voice, “Don't run! Remember he s
more afraid of you than you are of him!"" “Don’t be
silly, he'd be Hat on his face," came the reply as the
acrobad, abandoning both dignity and adviee,
haolted incontinently fur the fence and flung himself
over to safety, ‘T'he rest of the club and its possessions
had already landed on the right side, leaving
Ferdinand master of his domain,
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ith Germany's aviation industry on
hold in the years immediately after
the First World War, the way was left open
for its former rivals to push forward with
their own aerial ambitions. Great Britain,
in particular with its far-flung territories,
saw itself at the hub of aeronautical
development and, following the successful
Atlantic flights of the R34, the airship was
seen by many as the solution for long-
distance transportation to link the empire.
The Imperial Airship Scheme, put forward
by Sir Dennistoun Burney of the airship
building company Vickers, was taken up

by the newly elected Labour government :
in 1924. Initially, the plan was to construct
two rigid-framed airships of 5 million cu ft §
(141,500cu m) volume and each capableé
of carrying 100 passengers a distance of |
up to 3,500 miles (5,600km). One of these
prototype airships would be goverment- :
built at the Royal Airship Works at'
Cardington, Bedford, while the other was to
be privately built by the Airship Guarantee

Company, a subsidiary of Vickers.

In design, the two airships showed a
deliberate move away from the German :
Zeppelins, with a more swollen ‘fat cigar' :

A The twin sheds at
Cardington still stand
as gigantic monuments
to the Imperial Airship
Scheme to link the
empire. Photographed
from the Zeppelin NTO7

003 in August 2008.

profile. The R100, in particular, which was
- designed by Vickers' engineer Barnes Wallis
and built at Howden in Yorkshire, featured
| only thirteen longitudinal girders giving it
: a flat-sided appearance. At 709ft (216m)

long and with a maximum girth of 133ft
(40.5m), its actual volume was slightly
over target at 5,156,000cu ft (146,000cu
m). Passenger accommodation for both
airships was located within their hulls
which meant that it was far roomier than
any other airships so far. This included
spacious saloons, observation decks and
comfortable cabins. It is interesting to
note that the R101 even had an asbestos-
lined smoking room on the lower deck,
thus preceding the Hindenburg by several
years. One difference between the two
British ships was the choice of engines.
The R100 was fitted with six Rolls Royce
Condor petrol engines, two of which had
reversing capabilities for improved mooring
manoeuvring, while the R101 had five
Beardsmore Tornado diesels, including a
rear engine that faced backwards.
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In the event, it was the R101 that won
the race to be first in the air, on 14 October
1929. The R100 was two months behind,
launching on 16 December Following a
number of test flights, including a fifty-
four hour endurance flight over south-
west England and the Channel Islands, the
R100 was prepared for a proving flight to
Canada and back. On 29 July 1930 the
airship departed from Cardington on the
3,870-mile (6,280km) flight to land at
the Saint-Hubert Airfield, near Montreal,
almost seventy-nine hours later The
transatlantic crossing hadn't been without
incident, however and, driving against
strong winds over the Strait of Belle Isle,
they encountered violent squall conditions
which rolled the airship and caused rips in
the fabric on the lower and starboard fins.
One hole was described by a crew member

as being 'large enough to drive a double- :
decker bus through' Later on, a strongé
up-draught abruptly tossed the airship’s :
nose skywards and pitched it down again,
sending every moveable object tumbling
and causing further damage.

Having reached Canada, the crew of%
the R100 spent twelve days in Montreal :
while the airship was repaired, refueiledé
and stocked for the return flight, which :

A Designed by Barnes
Wallis, the ‘capitalist
airship’ R100 riding the
high mast at Cardington.
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