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Olympian Thoughts

- It is something I have been dreading for years, but
it had to come. I mean, of course, the Aecrolympics.
This does not, 1 hope, infer that the model flyer will
be expected to launch a chuck glider at the top of a
pole vault or to put in the fastest 1,000 metres retriev-
ing time in the Wakefield event, but what it will cer-
tainly do will be to put our once humble hobby on
the rostrum of International hysteria.

I've never been in favour of terming model flying
a sport, for it seems to put the poor old model plane
in the same category as hammers. shots and javelins.
Part of the fun of modelling is to demonstrate what a
gruelling time you have had in the workroom, and the
old-time modeller could often be seen with a different
tvpe of chip on his shoulder than is carried nowadays.
Covered in model dust you hold up your latest creation
in your cement-caked fingers and cry ‘Look whart I've
made!’ Admittedly, this is a chancy thing to do unless,
of course, you are flaunting an R /C helicopter, as
vou may be sure that the kid next door has bought
something much more impressive from the local
model /toy shop. only awaiting dad to put in the radio
control.

What I suppose 1 am resisting is the grisly idea of
the sporting acromodeller going into the model /sports
shop to buy his fit-together Olympic contest model. or
worse still the dishing out of standard plastic models
to competitors on the flying field-cum-area.
Thus, in the Radio Control area, the Marathon Pylon
Race would rest purely on sheer, helldive piloting
skill (it probably does already), and in Free Flight the
athleticism of putting in 20 flights in a couple of hours.
plus points for tactical ingenuity.

The loser in all this superficial display is the poor
old home-made model which I, as an old fashioned
pre-Olympic model flyer. think is what the hobby is,
or should be. all about.

Hangers On

Like the fleas on the nose of a swimming fox, we
tend to rush to the higher terrain when conditions
lower down get decidedly murky: which is why we
pressurised flat earthers take to slope soaring. But
we are not alone in running to the hills for reasons
other than the sound of music; we are being jostled
on our precarious perches by other seekers of the
built-in updraught: notably the hang glidists. These
intrepid gentlemen launch themselves off the pitiless
peaks with nothing but a few wyards of canvas to
support them. Naturally when anyone is doing any-
thing likely to result in a broken neck there is
always a strong backing of human curiosity. This
makes for some congestion on the sometimes narrow
ledges, and an ‘excuse me' from a would-be radio
flyer is not likely to be given much heed. After all,
he is only out to damage an old model plane, and
however satisfying the sight of a plunging model may
be, it takes very much a second place to the spectacle
of a nose-diving homo sap.

Usually such fads are not lasting, and it will not
be long before these drop outs drop-out. People may
laugh at the boys with toys at the top, but at least
they do not have to climb back up the slope after
each flight.
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