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Winner, Andy Crisp gets his O/D Coupe away well. Third place man Jim Paton used vintage Coupe

Roy Levers had a beautiful replica ofthe 1939 Wakefield of Canada�sRichardMorgan
(sorry about the two-piece picture)
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Still (ings) Air
When we look at the modelling trends of East and Westit is puzzling to know just who is catching up on whom.On the
one hand we find the Kruschev Kids junking theFatherland reed in favour of All-American balsa, and, onthe other, our own
model journal featuring a public confessionfrom a deviating theorist.
I suppose this suggests a good, healthy exchange of ideas,but it seems to me that the Russkies are getting the better endof
the bargain. Carving up balsa might be labour campslavery to the average, plastic-minded Western modeller, butto our
reed tortured Eastern friends it must be sheer bliss.On our side, we have to go through the whole tediousbusiness of a
public trial and full renunciation every time some well-meaning beginner’s friend unwittingly deviatesfrom the rigid code of
orthodox theory.
What it means is that the future article writer must knowwhich way the wind’s blowing before wading in regardless.If, like
our confessing friend, you think the wind’s blowingwhen it isn’t, then you’re really up the creek. The fact is,theorist ideology
doesn’t recognise wind. It’s all still air,and if it happens to be moving when you heave a modelinto it, that’s just your
hard luck.
There must be plenty of other pitfalls for the unwarytheorist, but, for a start, I’m going to keep very quiet aboutthat
cupboard full of gale-wrecked models.
PREposterous
A certain balsa tycoon, with a predilection for writingchatty and whimsical sales letters, seems to have a balsa chipon his
shoulder about �gentleman of the press�worming out the secrets of his silk finish processes. At first I thoughthe was referring
to me, as, in the past, I have made a few desperate cracks about silk woodworms, for which I hopeone day to be forgiven,
but I noticed with relief the term�gentleman�.Not even my best friend, if I had one, wouldcall me that, and the dreadful
visions of being the subject ofa �great big saw came nearer�act on his log cuttingmachine were happily dispelled.
Anyway, our balsa tycoon suggests that the poor chap,whoever he might be, read up on American advertisingliterature,
particularlythe subject of sales PRE-sentation. Now, this, in my opinion, is going abit too far. The log cutting machine is one
thing, but I’m sure the poor woodworm watcher doesn’tdeserve such a ghastly fate. However, if he didsurvive the ordeal, he
would at least know thatit isn’t what you sell that matters but the salesPRE-sentation. He might also understand whyhis
breakfast food tastes like balsa chippings.
Backward Boys
Glider towing is making the news just now,provingthat what you need to win is a goodYank. But, Yanks are quite a recent
invention,while model gliding is the oldest branch of ourhobby. Possibly, the earliest reference to thesport is to be found in the
last words of Julius Caesar, which, if you paid attention at schoolinstead of making paper gliders, you will remember as�A/a
Brute?�
In fact, we can go backwards almost as far asthe modern enthusiast in search of a thermal.But we don’t need to go back
to Roman timesin search of a Maximus Scorus, our present roaming timeskeep the clock watching boys on their toes. Before
the timekeeper can clock on, the thermal seeker has disappeared outof the aerodrome.
On the face of it, all this airfield prancing seems superfluous.Themodern glider is so sensitive to thermal lift that there’stalk of
limiting the cross section of the d/t fuse. Most gliderscan safely do a max from a dicey 10 ft. launch, but there’salways the
odd downdraught to elude, and the technique is to carry on towing until your feetstart to leave the ground.By then you
should have travelled far enough upwind toplant a max-sized flight bang at the feet of the timekeeper.For the fly-off you
should venture a little further, taking care,of course, to avoid main roads.
Another advantage of this technique is that it keeps themodel clear of that inevitable dense woodlandat the downwindend
of the aerodrome. But, even the most experienced fallfoul of this trap, as was demonstrated in the A/a finals.Draped
over one of the highest trees, we are told, was aparticularly fine, silver foil covered specimen, with the wordsNew Zealand
applied to the wings. What words were appliedto the woodlandwe were not told.
Aboriginal Idea
Our Australian friends get niggly enough when referred toas primitive sheep farmers and the like, but really do their tops
when people doubt if they fly model planes. The factthat they do build and fly model planes must mean that theydon’t have
television. So, they might be just primitive sheep farmers after,all.
They can, however, take some comfort from the thoughtthat I, at least, have seen proof of their model flying prowess.It was
in a travel film. The modellers were a rather darkskinned lot, and all wore loin clothes, which I took to beformal model flying
dress in those hot climes. The modelsthey flew were of particularly advanced design. Taillessjobs, with wooden, swept
back wings. When launched themodel flew in a wide circle, and returned to the feet of thelauncher, suggesting some sort of
radiocontrol.
I think they called the models boomerangs.
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Brian Stichbury assembles his Coupe Our Editor winds his Coupe prior to OOS loss due to D/T failure

Chris Redrup & Iwait whilstCD Roger Newman tots up the resultsunder the watchful eye of Jim Wright
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Results for Southern Area Gala: 3rd Sept at Odiham
Conditions: Wind SSW all day initially around 10 mph increasing to 2Q+mph during the day, gusting
higher. Dry until around 4.00pm when the heavens opened. Max set to 90 sees (see Note 1 below).

Tailless: 1st - Ted Challis (O/D) 3.20 A1 Glider: 1st - Gary Madelin (O/D) 5.08
Combined 4oz/8oz Wakefield:

1st - Peter Jackson (Lim Joon) - 4.16; 2nd - Ray Elliott (Blomgren) - 2.36; 3rd - Bob Owston DNF
Vintage / Classic Glider:

1st - Geoff Smith (Hyperion) - 5.09; 2nd - Dave Etherton (Nord) - 4.35; 3rd - Dave Cox (Archangel) - 4.33
Vintage Lightweight Rubber

1st - Nick Peppiatt (Pinocchio) - 5.15; 2nd - Andrew Longhurst (Hoppity) - 3.11;
3rd - Rex Oldridge (Raff V) - 2.50; 4th - John Thatcher (Senator) - 1.48;
5th - John Lancaster (Raff V) - 1.32

E36 Electric:
1st - Chris Redrup (Pearl) - 4.22; 2nd - Trevor Grey (O/D) - 4.11;
3rd - Mike Cook (Super Pearl) - 3.26: 4th - Peter Jellis (Eureka) - 3.17

Vintage / Classis CLG/HLG:
1st - Ken Taylor - 228 secs; 2nd - Ted Horsey (Heave Ho) - 213 secs:
3rd - Mo Peters (Vartanian) - 118 secs; 4th - Brian Stitchbury (Vartanian) - 91 secs;
5th Bob Taylor DNF

Coupe d'Hiver:
1st - Don Thompson (O/D) - 4.58; 2nd - Peter Hall (O/D) - 4.21;
3rd - Jim Paton (O/D) - 4.05; 4th - Alan Brocklehurst (CO4) - 3.29;
5th - Roy Vaughn (O/D) - 1.37; 6th Ken Taylor (Super Coupe) - 2.31;
7th - John Andrews (O/D) - (-2.30); 8th - Brian Stichbury � DNF

Note 1 : Scores calculated on basis of dt fly-off rule applying to each flight;
Note 2: The negative time for John Andrews in Coupe is due to dt failure & subsequent flyaway, timed at

3.14 oos & Note 1 applying!
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Jim Paton and Ted Tyson - 'the kitchen sink is just out of frame'
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Alan Brocklehurst
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Southern Coupe League Results

Southern CoupeLeague Standings to Date

Entrant Club Coupe
Brum

First
Area

Lond
Gala

Oxf�d
Rally

S�thn
Gala Odih� Crook

Gala
Coupe
Euro Total

1 G. Manion Birmingham 16 12 16 17 10 71

2 A. Brocklehurst B&W 11 11 9 13 44

3 R. Vaughn Crookham 12 17 7 6 42

4 P. Tolhurst Crookham 10 7 10 14 41

5 P. Hall Crookham 6 4 10 16 36

6 J. Paton Crookham 12 9 10 31

7 A. Moorhouse Vikings 10 5 11 26

8 D. Thomson Croydon 14 5 19

9 S. Willis Vikings 5 13 18

10 C. Redrup Crookham 6 11 17

11 M.Stagg B&W 4 4 7 15

12 M. Marshall Vikings 5 3 5 13

13 R. Elliott Croydon 8 4 12

14 T. Bailey Coventry 2 8 10

15 P. Ball Grantham 8 8

16 D. Chevanard Beaujolais 7 7

= K. Taylor 7 7

18 J. Andrews Timperley 5 5

19 J. White Croydon 4 4

20 B. Dennis Grantham 3 3

= G. Ferrer Timperley 3 3

= T. Stevens B&W 3 3

23 D. Greaves B&W 2 2

24 J. Wheeler C/M 1 1

= M. McHugh Peterborough 1 1

= G. Hart 1 1

o­·=s~³¥¦¬

Odiham
Entrant Club Maxes Score

1 D.Thomson Croydon 2 14
2 P.Hall Crookham 1 10
3 J.Paton Crookham 1 9
4 A.Brocklehurst B & W 2 9
5 K.Taylor 1 7
6 R.Vaughn Crookham 1 6
7 J.Andrews Timperley 1 5

Crookham Gala
Entrant Club Maxes Score

1 P.Hall Crookham 4 16
2 A.BrocklehurstB&W 4 13
3 C.Redrup Crookham 3 11
4 G.Manion Birmingham 3 10
5 J.Paton Crookham 3 10
6 M.Stagg B&W 2 7
7 D.Thomson Croydon 1 5
8 R.Elliott Croydon 1 4
9 T.Stevens B&W 1 3
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Fig 1. Blackburn Bluebird Peanut nose block using Peck Polymers plastic bush. Note thrust line packing and plenty of plumbum.
Fig 2. Sorta Senator Bostonian relatively long nose block with concentric tube bush. Note Czech style prop shaft hooks.

Fig 3. BAT Baboon Pistachio nose block with thin aluminium plate bearings at front and back for 0.015� dia shaft.
Fig 4. Nesmith Cougar nose block under construction adapted forKP Aero adjustable nose button.

The location frame isin thefuselage nose.
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Fig 5. Nose parts, N1 and N2, on 1/8� printwood from kit Fig 6. Aeropiccola Vibro-Saw

Fig 7. Nose block showingadjustment of thrust line with supplied plastic spanners
Fig 8. Sanded and blended nose block in position.
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Fig 9. Cougar wire parts and wheels. The tail wheel wire form is from Clarence Mather�s alternate Cougar plan published in a
1970s Sport Modeler.

Fig 10. Czech hook, from top:- IkaraButterfly prop shaft.- Wire shaft as supplied with Cougar kit.- Plasticard squares stuck
either side of prop shaft hook.- Plastic fettled to produce Czech style hook.
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(Firstly, the small print: this item explains what I hope and intend to do for Free Flight in the coming
year. I am currently in conversation with a number of people and organisations, and am taking advice
on a number of issues in order to make things work. I am aware, however, that members and
prospective flyers would like to know what's going on, and what the calendar of events for 2017 is likely
to be so that building and trimming can commence. These are the ideas, confirmation of which will
follow, hopefully, in the next issue. I should particularly be interested in comments from or overseas
members, in respect of possible involvement in postal events.)

1) Postal events: I hope to organise two during the year, with a slight overlap
around the time of the F/F Nats.
Probably �Under 25� Vintage Rubber� or �Lightweight Rubber� for the first, and
�Lulu� for the second.

2) Area Postals: this is a new innovation, which involves competitors flying at their
local Area venue, but in SAM contests, and over a period of time that
encompasses at least two Area events (in case of bad weather, etc.)  Probably
three during the year, the classes are likely to be Senator, �Anything but Senator�
and a straight tow glider class or a contemporary class such as P30. I am working
with the FFTC to see that all necessary information about availability of fields,
access, etc, is made available.

3) Events at Old Warden. Frog Senior (and possibly Biplane Precision if enough
interest is shown) at Mayfly, the Masefield for scale rubber duration in July, and
the �Rubber Bowden� event in September.

4) At the Free Flight Nationals (or elsewhere if necessary): Under 25� Vintage
Rubber, 36� Hi Start Glider, Biplane Precision.  (The Wakefield classes will also
be run, but under the auspices of the FFTC, as before.)

5) At the new National Centre: yet to be decided, but I hope to be involved with
this venue as soon as possible.)
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Unknown modeller at1952 Wakefield trials at Digby.
Warring (Zombies), Marcus and Hall (bothCDMAC) at rear.

Unknown modeller at 1952 Wakefield trials at Digby. Ron Martin (CDMAC) centre backgroundK
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Norman Marcus (CDMAC) ROG’s his model at the 1952 Wakefield trials at Digby

Bob Gilroy (CDMAC)assembles his 2nd place "Bobcat" model at the 1955 World A2 glider Champs
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The winning trio at the 1955 World A2 glider champs at Wiesbaden. L to R Bob Gilroy UK 2nd,
Lindner Germany 1st and Hagel Sweden 3rd. (photo by unknown Press photographer).

"Isis" Wakefield model in flight at Odiham in the 80’s.
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Mick Chiltern�s Starship in action

Mick Chiltern�s scratch built Me 109 and a couple of lunchtime scoffers
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Coupe Fly off contenders: Alan Brocklehurst & Peter Hall Gavin Manion at full stretch

Legendary Windsock Chilton family wait
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Big heave from Jim Paton Dance of the Coupe by Peter Hall

Dixielander aloft Gentle launch from Ray Elliott
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Unorthodox offering
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4oz and 8oz Wake field leagues winner: Peter Jackson
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Tailless League Results
1st. - Ted Challis - 31pts 2nd. - Pete Woodhouse - 30pts 3rd. - Colin Foster - 26pts
The other scores are-: E Stevens 24; M Doyle 18; Ray Elliot 16; D Taylor 13; Steve Fielding 11;
Peter Tolhurst 7; Andrew Longhurst 7; A Powis 7; M Marshall 5; Peter Watt 5; Dave Brawn 3;
A Moorhouse 3; R Willes 1.
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