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Crookham Gala: Southern Coupe Lg. Results
Place Entrant Club Maxes Score

1 P.Hall Crookham 3 15
2 A.Brocklehurst B&W 3 12
3 K.Taylor E.Grinstead 3 11
4 G.Manion Birmingham 2 9
5 D.Thomson Croydon 1 7
6 J.Paton Crookham 0 6
7 E.Tyson Crookham 0 4
8 T.Challis Crookham 0 3

Gavin Manion Don Thomson
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Southern Coupe League Table after round 7
Entrant Club Coupe

De�Brum
1st

area
Lond�n
Gala

Oxfd
Rally

South
Gala Odi�m Crook

Gala
Coupe
Europ�

Points
Total

1 P. Hall Crookham 11 16 9 11 15 62
2 G. Manion Birmingham 9 13 9 31
3 K. Taylor E.Grinstead 6 11 11 28
4 R. Vaughn Crookham 1 12 10 23
= R. Fryer Oxford 13 10 23
6 E. Tyson Crookham 17 4 21
7 A. Moorhouse Vikings 8 12 20
= A. Brocklehurst B&W 1 7 12 20
9 B. Dennis Grantham 10 9 19
10 P. Ball Grantham 15 15
= D. Thomson Croydon 4 4 7 15
12 T. Challis Crookham 11 3 14
13 C. Redrup Crookham 12 12
14 C. James Crookham 11 11
15 S. Willis Vikings 9 9
16 W. Beales Croydon 7 7
17 S. Philpott Birmingham 6 6
= J. Paton Crookham 6 6
19 T. Winter CVA 4 1 5
20 M. Stagg B&W 4 4
21 M. McHugh Peterborough 3 3
22 R. Elliott Croydon 2 2
23 S. Darmon Birmingham 1 1
= P. Jellis Croydon 1 1
= G. Ferrer Timperley 1 1
26 A. Crisp Biggles 0
= T. Bailey Biggles 0
= M. Marshall Impington 0
= P. Gibbons Peterborough 0
= D. Taylor Grantham 0
= R. Willes B&W 0
= G. Pink B&W 0

m£²£°=e~ªªEq~ ª£±= ·=o­·=s~³¥¦¬F
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Chris Redrup & Roger Newman
prepare for prizegiving

Roy Vaughan,
1st BMFA Power

Nick Peppiatt,
3rd.Mini-VintageMike Wills, 2nd BMFA Power & George Fuller Trophy
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Tony Shepherd,
2nd Mini-Vintage

Dave Etherton,
2nd C/V Glider

David Cox,
1st C/V Glider

Ken Taylor,
3rd C/Coupe

Alan Brocklehurst,
2nd C/Coupe

Peter Hall,
1st C/Coupe

Jim Paton,
2nd E36 Elect.

Martin Stagg, 1st

Mini-Vintage
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Patch Work
Generally, in the hierarchy of things, the model plane comes well down the list - if, that is, it is on
the list of socially acceptable activities at all - and takes very much a back seat in the sporting leagues,
coming some distance behind open air tiddly winks.
Many people - including most who sit on local councils -regard the model plane as a particularly nasty
form of pollution which must be tackled in a vigorous, public spirited way. Of course, councillors are
generally biased by the fact that they live in the more salubrious part of their precinct - around that
very open space which the anti-social model infests.
It is true that model aircraft are allowed on certain airfields - but it is only on sufferance. If the airfield
is required for any other purpose, like karting or five-a-side football, then up goes the ’No Entry’ sign
in large letters.
Harried and driven on all sides, it is little wonder that the model flyer seeks refuge in his very own little
patch, where he can fly to his heart’s content without going on his knees every five minutes to some
formidable authority or other. All the best model clubs are already so deeply embedded in the
countryside that many a town born child has never seen a model plane fly, much as in former years he
had never seen a tree. There is a snag about these rural hideaways, however: they are mostly rented
from farmers, and tenure can be uncertain. Let the suspicion occur that engine noise is curdling the
milk, and out goes the order of the boot. What is looked for is absolute land ownership, and we see
that the American equivalent of our SMAE, the A of MA, have just purchased a plot, twixt oil field and
cattle range, deep in the heart of Texas. We, in Britain, haven’t anything deep in the heart on offer, but
who knows but an abandoned oil rig may not come our way.
The fact of our flying fields being few, far from the beaten track, and full up anyway, has a marked bearing
on what the newcomer to the hobby is building. He opts not for the possible but the impossible: the
multi engined, multi radio monster. He knows he won’t have anywhere to fly the model anyway, so it
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would be most frustrating to build something that was a flyable proposition if it could never get airborne.
Much better to embark on something quite unrealisable which, in all probability, will never be
completed. Good for the hobby (every extra flying model is a threat), good for the environment, and
exceedingly good for the Trade.
Sell Out
I gave a warning the other month on the threat to our precious
balsawood. I based my foreknowledge of doom not on any inside
information, rumblings from the lumber regions, or Equador to
door canvassing, but on the good old pessimistic belief that
nothing good ever lasts; certainly not anything wholesome and
natural in our ersatz, plasticised age. Already the dreary
substitutes, grey or garish, are taking up threatening attitudes,
and the difficulties of supply being gloomily enumerated. But why
it should be more difficult to transport the pap from swamp to
warehouse in these sophisticated times than it was in the days
when all you had was a native and a tow rope, only the befuddling
bureaucrat knows. Anyway, apart from the fact that the natives are grubbing up the balsa plantations
to grow country style corn and jungle fresh peanuts you may be sure there are more and more people
sitting in empty offices thinking up more and more miserable and uninspiring uses for balsa wood so
that a shortage to the model trade might be officially declared.
I am troubled by a thought, though. Am I too advanced in years and too fixed in my model making ways
to come to terms with the wonder substitutes? What of Dhupi, with which, we are told, the teeming
millions of India are already desperately grappling, or mysterious, yet to be produced Allsa?
Ominously, this latter substitute is expected to be to balsa as butter is to marge. An unfortunate
analogy, I would say, considering the sort of stuff we see in the model shop racks these days.
Girl Talk
It is a sign of these more permissive times that the customary advert in the model press for a pen friend
has been replaced by agency offers of introductions to the opposite sex. It is also symptomatic of the
wider interests of the liberated modeller of today that he is actually aware that there is an opposite sex.
It is this sort of knowledge, born of our more open society, that I think is so detrimental to the integrity
of the hobby today. What hope is there of the young enthusiast becoming a truly committed aero-
modeller when he is got at in this way at such a tender age? By contrast the old time model flyer lived in
happy ignorance of the fate of lesser mortals. If he were aware of anything so unlikely as an opposite
sex he was apt to view it as a hostile alien force, menacing his life style with marriage, courtship and
other diabolical forms of domestication. We shall not see his innocent like again. Nowadays everyone is
so worldly and sophisticated, regarding their hobby not as the be all and end all of existence but as
a take it or leave it pastime. Gone for ever is that old fanaticism that set the modeller apart from his
fellows (and girls). Going to that near empty flying field you learn that old so-and-so is painting his
house, young what’s-it has taken his girl to Southend and the rest have gone their opposite sex
motivated ways. It’s a sad world.
But is it so sad? I was heartened to read of the sort of commitment required for top Indoor honours.
It seems to involve a complete domestic take-over in ways threatening and detrimental to the home
beautiful. It is amazing how the resourceful dedicatee can take a generally useless thing like a semi-
detached and turn it into a model making factory with so little disturbance - just the occasional bout
of hysterics from the little woman. Then we are encouraged by those who carry on the good fight
against telly style domestication in converted loft and garden shed, in spite of severe attacks of
hypothermia and balsadustosis. The flag flutters feebly, but it is still flying.
Bubble Repu tation
Watching those thermal indicating soap bubbles doing their aerodynamic, or rather meteorological, bit
over the flying field, it occurred to me that, in these days of advanced tactical flying, the competing
model is of less importance than its well rounded, fully inflated pilot of a bubble. Why not then discard
the models completely and just leave it to the bubble machines to battle it out? It would save all that
tiresome model building, but, of course, you would have the bubble machine to construct, although
these could be produced commercially by - well, Sud Aviation.
Who do you think would be the first to put up seven 3min. bubble stream maxes, 0 0 0 0 0. Winnall?

m·ª­¬§³±

I think they are in too
much of a hurry with

these balsa substitutes
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The nervous tensionin coupe when waiting formotor failure is
evident on the faces of Robin Kimber and Richard Fryer
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Martin�s daughter Caitlin
on Cake duty

Martin, Cricket in hand behind ready built table.
Kits and Cake table at far wall
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Results
1st. Ted Challis - 15pts 2nd. Colin Foster - 14pts

T3rd. Chris Strachan - 9pts T3rd. Joe Northrop - 9pts
5th. Maurice Doyle - 8pts 6th. John Hook - 7pts
7th. Andrew Longhurst - 6pts 8th. Bernard Aslett - 5pts

T9th. Andy Crisp - 3pts T9th. R Wilkes - 3pts
11th. D Taylor - 2pts 12th. G Knight - 1pt
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It�s been like this ever since
they opened Buckminster
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Ted Tyson poses Peter Hall waits for lift

Richard Fryer conducts seminar

Robin Kimber holds while
Richard gets down to business
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Yours truly pileson the turns
Eric Hawthorn, one of the main contenders, also

took most of the afternoon to top1-30
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Yeabsley &Marcus: Roy (or is it Des?) Yeabsley at Epsom with ten foot glider and Norman Marcus on right with unknown
model, possibly a glider as there’s no sign of a prop. Two on left unknown.

Warring: Ron Warring of Zombies r.o.g’s from the Croydon take-off board at Epsom. Harry Hills in flat cap on the left is timing
and the other cap wearer is J.L. Pitcher.
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Bill White: Bill White of Blackheath MFC. Austin airdraulic timer just behind wing;
engine possibly Brown Junior or Ohlsson Gold Seal.

Ariel: Jack North’s original Ariel control-line model, powered with an Elfin 1.8 and here fitted with a control de-sensitiser.
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Results
F1G

1st - R Vaughan 600 + 105 2nd - A Brocklehurst 600 + 95
3rd - P Hall 561 4th - E Tyson 543
5th - J Paton 473 6th - J Andrews 286
7th - D Thomson 269 8th - R Fryer 189

Vintage
1st - R Kimber (Dore) 535 2nd - A Shepherd (Etienvre) 519
3rd - C Redrup (Etienvre) 500 4th - R Fryer (Etienvre) 415
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Robin Kimber picks up first In Vintage

Richard Fryer,
out of luck in

both
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AGM reminder
Here is a reminder for our AGM. The format follows that of previous years.

Annual General Meeting
Museum of Army Flying

Conference Room
Middle Wallop

November 26 th 2017
14.00 hrs

1. Welcome to members old and new for the season 2017/18
2. Apologies for absences
3. Chairman�s report
4. Secretary�s report
5. Membership secretary�s report
6. Treasurer�s report and accounts
7. Report on the David Baker Heritage Library, Roger Newman
8. Election of Officers

a) Chairman
b) Secretary
c) Treasurer
d) Membership Secretary
e) Committee Members

9. Annual subscriptions for 2018
10. Any other business

� Update on the status of Middle Wallop availability � it is very unlikely that SAM1066 would be granted
permission for any free flight meetings in 2018. This message comes following continued dialogue with the
Middle Wallop Authorities, however the same message indicated that �we should not give up� as conditions
may change in the future. It is probable that SAM35 will apply for a couple or so meetings next year, at which
radio assist free flight would be permitted. Peter Michel apparently was flying a radio assist Wakefield to a
high degree of perfection, so there is a way forward for those who wish to follow this direction.

� Suggested competition program for 2018. This is detailed elsewhere within this edition of the NC.

Your Committee is very aware that we have been operating without a Chairman since the sudden & sad
passing of John Thompson earlier this year. We have approached Tony Shepherd, who has been a
competitive & enthusiastic member of SAM1066 for many years, to co-opt him into the post of Chairman
until our AGM. He also has the significant advantage of being younger than most of us! Tony has agreed to
take on this role & it is the decision of your Committee to now nominate him for the post at the AGM.

Any further nominations for Committee positions and details of any other business to be discussed should
be received by the Chairman at least 14 days prior to the meeting.
Tony can be contacted on - tonyshepherd50@hotmail.com

2018 competition schedule

Proposed comps for 2018 on Salisbury Plain (Final) & RAF Odiham
Note: this schedule is dependent on a licence for use of Salisbury Plain being granted to the BMFA & permission being

given for the Southern Area Gala at Odiham

2nd April (Easter Monday): Salisbury Plain
Croydon Wakefield Day plus SAM 1066 events

Croydon events
F1B: - 8oz Wakefield: - 4oz Wakefield: - Marcus Lightweights (RAFF V, Bazooka, Dinah-mite, Supa Dupa)

SAM 1066 events
Combined Vintage / Classic Glider over 50� - Combined Vintage / Classic CLG / HLG

Mini-Vintage (Combined)

17th June (Sunday); Salisbury Plain
SAM 1066 events

E36 Electric Power - Vintage Middleweights - Combined Vintage / Classic Glider under 50�
Combined Vintage / Modern Coupe d�Hiver - Vintage / Classic Open Power
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15th July (Sunday): Salisbury Plain
SAM 1066 events

Under 25� Vintage Rubber - BMAS Club Classic - Vintage Coupe d�Hiver
Mini-Vintage (Combined) - Tomboy/Cabin duration

2nd September: Salisbury Plain
Crookham Gala

Comp schedule to be set, presumed same as this year

9th or 23 rd September: RAF Odiham
Odiham Gala

Date & venue subject to RAF Odiham approval.
Comp schedule to be set, presumed same as this year

Current preference is for a Sunday possibly 9th or 23rd Sept?

30th September: Salisbury Plain
Croydon Coupe Day plus SAM1066 events

Croydon events
F1G - Vintage Coupe

SAM 1066 events
Ryback A2 Glider - Combined Vintage / Classic CLG / HLG - Mini-Vintage (Combined)

8th Area meeting
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The indomitable John White in trimming mode Roy Tiller prepares for long walk
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