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John Andrews and
THE RUGBY MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY
AERONAUTICAL SECTION
Part 5

I am delighted to report that | have at least one follower of my ramblings,
an obviously avid reader by the name of Keith Miller, seeing the mention of John
Bickerstaffe, dug in his photographic archives and kindly sent us the picture below
with the attached comment and asked that we forward the photograph to John.
(Job done, John sends his thanks)

John Bickerstaffe ROW's his power model from the tank at an
All Herts/All Britain Rally at Radlett in the early 50's.
George Fuller times. '

When | handed over the picture | asked John what he could remember of
the event. (If you recall | said his memory was worse than mine). It would appear
that only disasters make a significant imprint on John’s memory for all he could
bring to mind was that the aircraft had failed to leave the water before it tripped
over the edge of the tank. :

(He is insistent that the tank was too small for a real power model)

Back to the Rugby Club, we had enough members in those days to run
club championships with trophies for the three main classes. [ recail one trophy,
possibly for glider, was a pewter tankard on a plinth and when picked up a music
box in the base played Men of Harlec or some such tune. Another trophy was a
slender vase type on plinth called ‘The Redding Trophy’ this was for the combined
championship for all three events. | can’t bring to mind what might have been the




rubber trophy. (Rubber was my main event so you may assume | failed big time, |
did say last issue that we had two good rubber flyers, | was obviously not one of
them)

The Redding Trophy reminds me of another flyaway of mine. We were
holding the club championships in the early 50’s on Lawford Aerodrome about §
miles from Rugby. | didn't have a glider for the event so | built a quickie. A 1/2”
square balsa fuselage, with 1/8th. sheet each side at the front for a wing mount,
carrying an old power model wing and for the tailplane | used a short section of a
broken rubber job wing. How about that for design, fiat bottom wing section and an
NACA 4612 tail. (that’s not a mistake, | used to use the 4612 in preference to the
6412 because it had a flat trailing edge). | did put a simple auto-rudder for towing
but no DA. | had previously built a Lulu with offset towhooks and on its first outing
using the front hook one windy day | had mastered its weavy tow and got it as high
as it was prepared to go but couldn't get it off the line. There was | wandering
about with Lulu in tow looking for Ken Sansome our club secretary/glider expert
who promptly advised that | throw the winch away. This was news to me, but he
was the expert, so up went the winch and away went the Lulu, another lesson
learned. | don’t remember why | no longer had the Lulu for the comp but mode/
attrition was pretty severe in those days.

| digressed again didn't |, the fly-away, the makeshift glider was towed up
to a fair height and released in good air. It was a fairly calm day and my buddy lan
& | followed the glider across the drome on our bikes. We beat it to the edge of the
field and sat on the fence watching the plane come up the runway at about 20ft.
altitude waitting for it to land. It didn’t, it hovered around at 20ft. until the end of the
runway then boom it got sucked up at a hell of a rate. By the time we reached the
road it was way up in the clouds. [ retired back to the airfield to get my power
flights in and left the chase to lan, who volunteered to follow the plane as long as
he could. It was very much later in the day when lan eventually returned
somewhat shattered to report on his efforts. The aircraft headed in the direction of
Rugby and the road home was sort of a triangle and as lan cycled diagonally down
the back road the plane lost it’s form and became just a speck resutting in him up-
ending himself in the ditch at the side of the road twice as he rode along head in
the air. On the second leg of the triangle the plane was straight in front of him,
which was just as well as he was on the main road into Rugby. As he entered the
outskirts of the town he noticed that he could see the form of the model again and
reasoned that the town had broken up the thermal so he pressed on into town.
Now Rugby is on a hill and the plane got lower as he struggled up the hill to keep
up with it. It went straight across the centre of the town passing directly over the
Clock Tower at only about 100ft., it was just as well that it was a Sunday
afternoon. The snag now was that, atthough the plane was descending, it was
through the town centre and now going downhill again and it was another halfmile
before it was flitting across rooftops with lan zigzagging through streets of terraced
housing. lan estimated which street to search and spent the next hour going up
and down entry’s searching back gardens until one householder gave him a clue,
having seen the plane cross his garden. The beauty of this tale js that lan was
now only three streets away from where we lived, so he dumped the plane at
home and returned to the aerodrome to tell the tale.

Thats another two pages of memories, hope its not too boring. I'm not
quitting yet, next time perhaps modelling in Hong Kong.
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The Graf Zeppelin is more than just machinery, canvas and aluminium. It has a soul
Lady Grace Drummend-Hay, 1929

I have always felt that such effects as were produced by the Zeppelin airship were traceable
to a large degree to aesthetic feelings. The mass of the mighty airship hull, which seemed
matched by its lightness and grace, and whose beauty of form was modulated in delicate
shades of colour never failed to make a strong impression on people’s minds.

Dr Hugo Eckener

Having kept the Zeppelin dream alive process, became the most famous airshipé

through the construction and delivery in the world

flight of the LZ126 - the Amerikaschiff —
Hugo Eckener was rewarded by a relaxation
of the post-war restrictions imposed by
the Allied Control Commission. With an
eye on the transatlantic passenger service,
the LZ127 Graf Zeppelin was to reassert
Germany's lighter-than-air lead and in the

In comparison with the later Zeppelins,
in particular the Hindenburg, the profile :
of the LZ127 is much slimmer more Iikeé
a thin pencil, with a length-to-diameter
ratio of 7.8 to 1 In fact, the airship wasé
smaller than Eckener would have liked

as the limiting factor was the size of the

A Pre-dawn and the
nose of LZ127 Graf
Zeppelin is seen behind
the hangar doors at
Friedrichshafen.
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: construction hangar at Friedrichshafen. The
 Zeppelin Company could not afford to
build new facilities and only raised the
- money to build the Graf Zeppelin through
- a public fund and, later, with a contribution

from the government. The overall length
of the LZ127 was 775ft (237m), with a
maximum diameter of 100ft (30.5m). Her
volume of 3,707,550cu ft (105,000cu m)
made her the largest airship built at that
time (although not as big as the British
R100 and R101 which were not completed
until after the LZ127).

Within the duralumin framework, the hull
was divided into two spaces; the upper two
thirds were occupied by gas cells for the
hydrogen and the remaining lower space
was fitted with cells to contain a gaseous
mixture of propylene, methane, butylene
and hydrogen. Known as ‘Blaugas’, this
cocktail of gases was only very slightly
heavier than air and would be consumed
as fuel by the five 550hp Maybach VL2
engines without significantly altering the
airship's buoyancy. The consumption of




N M

A The Graf

Zeppelin fiying over
Friedrichshafen, the :
historic home town of the :
Zeppelin Company. :

i conventional fuels causes an airship to
: become progressively lighter on long flights
: as the fuel is used up.

Compared with the enormous size of the

hull, the accommodation was not especially

 roomy. It was arranged within an external
 gondola, 985t (30m) long and 20ft (6m)

50

wide, located near the front of the airship.
This included the control room which
housed the rudder and elevator wheels, gas
valves and ballast controls, and behind that
the map and radio rooms. On the starboard
side was a compact electric-powered galley

'~ or kitchen, and then came the lounge

or saloon with a corridor leading to ten
double-berth cabins for the passengers.
Each cabin featured a couch which folded
upwards to form a bunk bed a small table
and an external window. The toilets and
washrooms were at the rear of the gondola.

Passengers were expected to spend most
of the time in the saloon area which
also doubled up as the dining room The
accommodation was not as comfortable
as a transatlantic ocean liner perhaps, the
menu maybe not as lavish but this was
more than made up for by the faster

crossing times. Many passengers also
appreciated the absence of seasickness
when travelling by airship.

The Graf Zeppelin first took to the air
on 18 September 1928, and such was the
confidence in the new airship that after
only five test flights she departed on the
inaugural transatlantic run to New York

less than a month later on 11 October
1928. Financing for the flight had come
from a number of sources including the

carriage of special airmail and postal covers,

<A Control cabin of
 the Graf Zeppelin with

i the rudder-man’s position

! facing forwards at the front
: and the elevator controls

: on the left-hand side.

fare-paying passengers and a contingent :

of newspaper reporters and cameramen.
Among them was the British journalist
Lady Grace Drummond Hay who, along

© A Side view of the Graf
: Zeppelin's control cabin,
: showing the cushion
i beneath the gondola.
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A The stylish dining
room of the Graf Zeppelin
also doubled up as the
public lounge or saloon
area.

- with her colleague Karl H. von Weigand,

represented Hearst's Newspapers, and their
 day-by-day accounts of the voyage were
Edevoured by a news-hungry public. Lady
éDrummond Hay described the comforts
: of airship travel, including the tiny cabins

and the catering arrangements. It proved
to be something of a picnic lifestyle as she
confided: ‘The tiny kitchen is inadequate
to supply luxuries for passengers as well as
cook innumerable cans of steaming food
for the thirty-nine members of the crew.’
Taking charge on the first crossing, and
on many of the subsequent flights, was
Hugo Eckener himself. Widely recognised
as the most skilful of airship commanders
with a legendary and almost intuitive grasp
of the weather's every nuance, Eckener
was also an affable host who inspired great
confidence in his crew and the passengers.
This was just as well, for although he had
selected a southerly route to avoid the
seasonal storms expected to the north, the
airship was caught in a powerful squall line
out over the Atlantic. The nose pitched
downwards and in response the crewman
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. < The artist Ludwig

i Dettmann joined official

: photographers aboard

¢ the Graf on the first

! transatlantic flight. This
is his pastel impression of
: the airship encountering

: stormy weather above

i rough seas,

<« <« Passenger cabins
aboard the Graf Zeppelin
 were very compact. The
: rear of the couch folds
upwards. to form a bunk
bed.

on the elevator controls over-reacted,
thrusting the airship’s nose upwards. It
was breakfast time in the saloon and the :
passengers found themselves, the furniture
and their breakfast, tumbling into a heapi:
at one end. The lone voice of calm in the
confusion was Lady Drummond Hay, who
laughed out loud at their predicament.

The Graf withstood her violent shake-up,
although a large part of the outer cover had
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been ripped from the port side fin. Eckener
slowed her down to half-speed, radioed the
US Navy to have a vessel on standby, and
dispatched a repair team to the damaged
fin. Among them was Eckener's son, Knut. It
was a race against time as the airship slowly
settled towards the grey waters. At a height
of around 300ft (90m), Hugo Eckener had
no choice but to increase engine speed
and, thankfully, the men working on the
tail had managed to scramble to safety in
the nick of time. It was a close call which
added to the drama and excitement of this
first scheduled passenger crossing of the
Atlantic by airship and served to heighten
the enthusiastic reception they received
upon their arrival at the US Navy's airship
base at Lakehurst, New York. The flight
from Friedrichshafen in Germany had taken
a little under 112 hours, and on 28 October

1928 the Graf Zeppelin made the return :
trip in under seventy-two hours.

DEUTSCHE ZEPPELIN-REEDEREI

i out to be seen from a
: Zeppelin, then it must be
i New York.

: € An advertising

i brochure for the Graf

: Zeppelin's transatlantic
: passenger service.

<« <« |feveracity cried
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Topleal Twisls
'l'h:ud’ all th f ired th
midst e ns of praise inspi e un-
ualified success c»ll one of;hz big So“:&em rI;{Iia came
euxualwhiningmoanﬁ'omthatﬁpoﬂeddulingofthc
ot

model world, the contest flier. satisfied with the
Erfect weather, and all the othér ior amenities

superior
d on for his special benefit, he displayed his customary -

bad grace by seeking out and magnifying the one tiny
flaw in the organisation which everyone else had charitably
overlooked : the absence of a flying field.

On the other hand, that more harmonious and reason-
able creature, The Average Modeller, was in no way
disturbed by this minor oversight. With ample room at
the garden party for the ice cream kiosks, refreshment
buffets and other indispensable modelling facilities, he

. was more than content to stretch out in front of the club

coach and bask in the glorious sunshine, and in the even
greater glory of the admiration bestowed upon the super
scale model carefully arrayed at his feet. Not for him the
igours of model flying, and anyone who gave it even the
slightest thought jolly well deserved to lose their models
anyway. :
Another quite unwarranted grouse comes from those
Pye-in-the-sky hopefuls, who earnestly believe that the
-radio recovery service should be used for the retrieving
of their lost models. This is nothing but pure selfishness.
Surely they don’t imagine that anyone influential enough
to acquire one of the coveted walkie-talkie sets is going
to skulk in the obscurity of an empty cornfield when
he could be strutting pompously among the crowds,
twiddling knobs and uttering portentous H
In any case, it should be obvious even to the most
benighted contest flier that the wireless gear is just an
adornment. After all, the chap in the cornfield has only
to wait for the breathless model owner to come labouring
along. the ditch, and simply say : “ It went over there,

chum.” ch seems to suggest that a gramophone
would be a more useful item of equipment.

@ [ L
A Minor Upheaval

I was alarmed to see an.illustration of a lethal looking
pulse jet job accompanying an advert for a publication
with the innocent title, “ Model Jets and Rockets for
Boys.” My first thought was that it was possibly written
for the personal instruction of rocket expert, Howard

“ Why, Mr. Smith, | never knew my glider could fly so far.”

Boys, but it seems fairly evident that the boys referred to
are, in fact, those budding geniuses of the Third Form,
who, having developed the inky dart to its ultimate
perfection, are seeking new aeronautical fields to conquer.
It must come as something of a shock to our speed
fraternity to find that their much vaunted jet models,
once the darling of the popular press, have now been
to the toy counter. On the other hand, they
might derive some grim comfort from the possibility
that the whole idea of foisting such explosive contraptions
on embryonic aeromods is all part of a diabolical plot;
a fiendish ruse, perpetrated by farmers and other model-
harassed citizens, to secure the extermination of the up
and coming generation of model pest.

A Question of Looks '
. Give the contest flier the opportunity of holding forth’
on his pet subject, and he will do so without bitterness or
rancour, sure in the simple faith that the building and
flying of duration models is the highest destiny to which
man can aspire. Give the same opportunity to a devotee
of the scale realist school and there ensues the most
violent denunciation of all other forms of model life,
with such crushing contempt for the functional deviation-
ists as to be a model for any budding political journalist.
pparently, the only way to extol the virtues of scale
is by the oblique method of consigning anythi
of a cabinless nature to the refuse bin, and its
operative to the loony bin. A strategy which has much to
oon;mé:nd it, since hi:gﬁlivcm attﬁntion Iféom_ the facltw that
scale flying ranks high among the world’s greatest bores.
Once the thing has limped round the airfield at zero
altitude the rest is just tition.

Of course, the true value of the scale model lies in its
audience potential. The family and friends are not going
to be over-impressed by the austere appearance of a spidery
duration job, but are guaranteed to go into raptures over *
anything with a lick of coloured dope and a glassy cabin.
Even Aunt Tabitha is aroused from her indifference to
bestow a “ clever boy ” pat.

Audience reaction on the flying field is equally satis- &
fying, the gallery being all agog at the wealth of radiant
realism. And the larger the model the bigger the crowd,
which is perhaps why our realist brethren are just that
teeny bit envious of the radio boys who can boast such

tal Palace cabins and Wembley crowds.

ilst the naive contest might rejoice at the sight °
of an empty airfield, the scale enthusiast would avoid it
like the plague. His aerial capers are strictly reserved for
the more densel pggnullated arcas. Indeed, one well-
known expert MYI definitely refuse to fly if the audience
concentration is less than one person per square yard of
airfield.

This means that scale flying is limited to the more
popular rallies, where it serves some useful purpose in
attracting spectators away from contest areas, where th
might cause impedance to the serious business for whic
the rally was organised.

This in itself should serve as a caution to the more
vociferous realists to ease up in their ign for the
abolition of all cabinless craft, for without the contest
types to give purpose to a model rally it would become an
extinct form of entertainment, and what would happen
to the audience potential then? :

Ryloias
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'I'ne ALae s a lHungarian engine of extremely neat
appearance and clean design, now available in limited
quantities in Great Britain, ‘I'he layout is quite con-
ventional for a modern, plain  bearing diesel (the
apparent “housing™ cast in the front of the crankease
unit is there only for appearance) and performance,
whilst perhaps on the moderate side, 18 consistent. “I'he
“Alag is extremely well made and finished and starting
and general handling characreristics excellent.
- We found, on test, a fairly rapid fall off in torque and
power past the peak, which occurred at 12,700 r.p.m.,
but the engine sull continued to run well and steadily
at much higher speeds an propeller loads. It has some-
thing of a vicious *'bite’ for hand starting on 7- and
6-inch diumeter propellers, but if the compression is
slackencd right off and the engine well choked, starting
remained virtually instantancous. Above about 11,000
r.p.m. smoothest running was obtained on a fairly
heavily nitrated fuel (e.g., Mercury No. 8). On a straight
diesel fuel, or a fuel with less than 3 per cent. nitrite,
control settings were a little critical at the hgher speeds,
with a tendeney to “miss™ when running.

On beneh tests, too. there was an appreciable falling
off in power as the Alag warmed up—and it docs get
quite hot with only static slipstream cooling. A “hot”

ALAG X -3

Two continental engines
Reviewed by
Ron Warring

re-start sametimes produces the “continental squeak™
common to Webra, Schlosser, and “aifun engines.
It ean be remarked, however, that although the cylinder
tended to get extremely hot the main bearing remained
quite cool, shawing it 1o be a nice, free-running hit.
‘I'here s, m fact, appreciable side play on the bearing,
consistent with a present-day tremd.

Constructionally the Alag features a clean, light
crankease casting bushed with a press-fitted brass or
bronze alloy sleeve for the main bearing. "I'his bearing
is reamed to size. The casting is threaded to ke the
cylinder and the screw-an backplate, the latter heing
a thermoset plastic moulding of the Bakelite type. The
back cover screws in to a considerable depth, leaving
a mimimum of crankease volume. )

Three exhaust ports are milled circumferentially
through the top of the fange, with six transfer passages
cut on the inside of the cvlinder terminating square
roughly 3/64 in. below the bottam of the exhaust ports.
The bore is very generously tapered to relieve the
hottom end, this in fact being more or less obligatory
with this type of porting as otherwise the hone is likely
to bounce in finishing the hare. "'he result is a very free
fitting piston at the battom of the stroke and vne which
tends to be relatively tight at the top.

‘T'he cast iron piston is relatively heavy, ground to
finish with a slightly conical top. Is gudgeon pin is
4157 in.” diam. (4 mm.), press fitted and appreciably
shorter than the bore size. Connecting rod is machined
from dural with ball-shaped ends.

T'he hardened steel crankshaft is -334 in. diameter
(8:5 mm.), tapered down at the front to a 194 in.
(5 mm.) metric thread. Length of thread is relatively
shart (4 inch), but the propeiler sets back a further
3:16 in. over the boss of the drive washer, so quite high
pitches can readily be accommodated. °‘T'he only
inconvenient point is that the diameter of this boss is
rather large, calling for a hole through the propeller
hub of 7,16 in. diameter.

Price:
Agents: :
Ripmax Ltd., Ié:‘z’lj"l e
39 Parkway,
Camden Town, Fuel used:
N.W.1. Mercury No. 8.

Specification
Displacement: 2456 c.c. (11498 cu. in.).
Bore: 5905 in.
Stroke: -5470 in.
Bore/stroke ratio: 1-1.
Bare weight: 4} ounces.
Max. power: *185 B.H.P. at 12,700 r.p.m.
Max. torque: 17 ounce-inches at 9,000 r.p.m.

Power rating: ‘075 B.H.TP. per c.c.
ProPELLER—R.P.M TESTS Power/weight ratio: -045 B.H.P. per ounce.
Propeller r.p.m,
dia. x pirch = ==

9x3 (Tiger) 10,600 ¥
8x4 (Tiger) 12,000 g Adox 5 445 185 of 12,7007 A,
8 x 3} (Tiger) 13,200 1o - :
it (gmy | B0 | B —

X tant - : ;
§x5 (Stant) | 11700 £.L— \\_
8x6 (Trucut) 9,200 - _
8x4 ('I'rucul:) 12,200 HO00 POOC OO00 OO0 /7000 ??ED:O 'Mmo EO00 /E000 /7000 Mo00
7%x9 (Trucut) 9,100 = /8
7%x4 (Trucut) 13,800 e —= 0
7x3 (Trucat) | 15,400 § sz
. ==
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WERRA 2'Si

Webra
25 R
Glow

The back cover easting 15 relatively
light and thin, carrving a rator disc of
moulded Buakelite or smmlar therme-

Workmanship is of the highest standard, with good
attention given 1o Jdetaill and fits. "The internal com-
ponents are of the more “massive”  construction
assncmlcd with diesel design, vet the total weight of the
motor is kept down to a matter of 4] ounces, Externallv
the finish is adequate, without being outstanding.

The extremely solid cyvlinder liner screws into the
light crankcase casting, sealing by means of a copper
gasket. Semi-circular transter ports are cut on the inside
of the evinder, terminating just below the level ot the
exhausts. ‘T'he piston is effecuvely supported at the
hottom of its stroke by cight narrow pillars of metal
between the transder passages. ‘The transfer opening 13
quite shallow at the bottom of the stroke.

The evlinder jacket screws on to the outside of the
liner 10 just below the level of the top of the hiner. The
head then plugs into the top of the evlinder, scaling with
a fanrly thick non-metallic gasket and s held 0 place
with six short screws threading into the cylinder jacket.
The glow plug mounts centrally in the head and is of
Webra design, featuring & relatively large air chamber
around the plug element. T'his has the effect of muintain-
ing a higher vlement temperature, although on test the
original plug quickly burnt out and was replaced by
a K.L.G. type. Runming and handling charactenstics
remained unaffected by the change.

SPECIFICATION

Displacement: 247 c.c. (*15 cu.in.)

Berr:. 612 in (IS 3 mim)
Btroke: <313 i (13 mm.) i
Bore.strake ratio: 12 PROPELLER ThT Data
Barv weipht 4§ onnces = S
Max. IL1LD,: 202 ac 13,200 rp.n:. Propeller rpm.
Max. Torque 19 ounce-inches - e
9000 .p.m. dva. x pateh
Power output : 182 ILILPE. per e 10 x4 (Stane) 7,600
Powermeneht ratin: 0436 HALE. per Yx 9 (-“_'F"“) 10,300
nunce £x9 (Stant) 12,500
Material Specification: 7x9 (Stant] 14,400
Crankease: lighn alloy die casting bxY (h.tml} 16,200
Cvlinder: bardened sted Tx6 (Suu) 12,500
Cyhnder 1acket . Machined light alloy 6x 6 (Stant) 400
Cylinder lieadd - machined hght allay 9x3 Cliger) 11,900
Pistan . cast iron 8 x 1 (Piger) 14,200
Con rod: dural 8x4 (Tiger) i
Crankshalt: hardencd steel

Main hearings: two hall races
Manufacturers:

Fein and Modelliechnik,

§ Genestiasse Bedin—Schanberg.

(Germany) DM.49:30 (L4 55 0d.)

Nithremethane 259

Fuel yeed: \Idln}nn} 40%;

Castrol M 35%

setting plastic. ‘This appears to be a
perfectly satisfactory matenal, showing
not the slightest signs of wear at the
conclusion of the tests. T'he venturt in-
take opens out sideways past the spray bar into a relatively
wide port opening in the hack cover, the shape of this
passage bemg earried on by the leding edge of the rotor
disc after the manner of most “'re-worked” engines,
A conventional paper gasket seals the back cover to the
crankecase, fixing being by four Allen head serews.
T'he crankshaft bearing assembly is cast integral with
the crankcase front cover as a detachable unit, again
held by four similar screws and scaled with a thin
gasket. The shalt is mounted on two ball rices and the
whale is asscmbled as a permanent umit, comprising
shaft, bearings and connecting rod locked in plice on
the crunk pin. Connecting rad itself is of dural, machined
to finish and of generous section. "U'he cast iron piston is
relatively heavy, with the gudgeon pin press-fitted in
place. The whele assembly, including the piston, can
be withdrawn from the front of the engine on removing
the front cover screws. [t s necessary to check that all
holding screws are tight after initial running, especially
as these engage only to a depth of about § inch.
Summarising, the 2.5 R appears to be a particularly
viceless engine, sturdy, compact and very ensy to handle.
1t is capable of extremely consistent high speed running,
when it has a particularly avid thirst for fucl. After
long periods of fast running the eylinder and piston re
mained perfectly clean, indicating exceptionally efficient
scavenging. 1t is probably the nosiest of all 2:5's.

Webra 250 Companecats show Huted Cylinder ports and plastic
timing dise
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eview

. Negotiations with the
The WW Academy of Model Aero-
&vp nautics
: the  transportation  of
European teams to New York for the Wakefield
Contest, which started very promisingly at the
beginning of the year, broke down at the last moment
and the S.M.A.E. found, itself without any transport
to get the team to the scene of the contest.

We are pleased to say that approaches to a number
of persons and firms resulted in a response sufficient

~ to justify the Council of the Society to decide on
sending the team. Air passages were therefore
booked for them and by the time this issue reaches
you .we hope they have won the cup.

The prompt way in which nearly all the persons
approached responded to the Society’s appeal for
the necessary funds is very much appreciated by
the Council of the Society and by all aeromodellers.

Metal We would  point out
: the danger of using metal
?Mm propellers on power driven
aircraft if this

already been realised.

In the first place there is the strong potential
danger to the owner himself, -and anyone who has
had a cut finger from a wooden propeller can well
imagine the dire results of a similar contact with a
metal bladed one. A metal propeller is capable of
decapitating vour fingers with the greatest of ease:
and we respectfully suggest that your fingers are

are deserving of every consideration on your part.

Secondly, you have a duty to avoid the use of
any device which is likely to involve the risk of
injury to other persons, and there is no doubt that
the usc of metal propellers involves a greatly in-
creased risk.

All sensible minded aeromodellers will, we feel
sure, avoid using metal propellers which have little
to commend them and no appreciable advantage
over the wooden propeller, while possessing such
serious disadvantages from a safety point of view.

In addition we would point out that metal pro-
pellers are forbidden under F.A.I. rules.

in America for

had not

far more important to you than any propeller and.

The Model Aeronautics
Council of Eire held its
annual Nationals Contest
for Wakeficld and Power
models at Baldonnel Airport, Dublin, on July 2sth,
and we are pleased to be able to report that S.M.A.E.
members again won both events.

Bob Copland succeeded in regaining the Trophy
for Wakefield models, which he lost to J. L. Pitcher
last year, by the narrow margin of 10 sec. from the
holder, who was defending his title.

Both flew remarkably well in view of the gale
which was blowing, and both lost their models
on their first flight and were unable to find them.

During the latter part of the day, however, they
were both found by one of the Eire contestants
while he was searching for his own machine, and
J. L. Pitcher decided to make a second flight in an
attempt to wipe out his 10 sec. deficit. Unfortu-
nately for him the wind had gathered even greater
force and it turned his model over before it could
get away—with disastrous results. Bob, with the
trophy in his pocket, wisely decided to leave it at
that and keep his machine intact for another day.

In the Power contest, Bill Dean triumphed with
his larger edition of the *“ Slicker ” and thoroughly
deserved his win in the arduous conditions prevailing,
Indeed, most of the models were breaking up in the
wind before their owners, assisted by innumerable
helpers, could even get them to the launching area,
so strong was the wind, and it was a heartbreaking
sight to see model after model folding up as its owner
struggled to get it to the starting position.

What was otherwise an excellent day was com-
pletely spoilt by the terrific wind which one could
literally lean against and we sincerely hope that
our Irish friends will have better- luck with the
conditions at their next Nationals.

Gilbert Row, as control officer, assisted by
J. Briscoe, ensured that everything was properly
co-ordinated, while Chris Bruton, as commentator,
kept everyone well informed and in good humour
with his ready wit. .

Secretary B. M. Stuart had a field day with his
model, but Mrys. Stuart functioned efficiently as
recorder to release her husband, a duty which
she carried out very well indeed.

No Irish Nationals would be complete without
Dr. and Mrs. Charles, and we were glad to see them
both in attendance with Dr. Charles looking much
better after his recent illness.

Another figure which has become inseparable
from the Irish Nationals is Bill Brazier and his
broad profile was much in evidence, although he was
obviously having trouble with wind resistance.

The Srish
Naticnals

- The eddies in his wake must have been truly terrific,

but they failed to daunt his spirit.

The day ended with a dinner of the type only
seen in Ireland these days, to complete one of the
most enjoyable events of the vear, and we look
forward to secing more S.M.A.E. members patrnms-
ing this ev ent next year, i

211
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