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Editorial Jan 2007:
First, let me introduce myself.
You are probably thinking ’who is Vic Willson? Well, I am an active aeromodeller,
mainly concentrating on vintage and classic rubber duration designs.
Although I have been aeromodelling for 50 years, off and on, I am a relative
beginner to free flight, having only concentrated on this aspect of our hobby for
the past 5 or so years.
In a previous life’ I built and flew control line and RC models, (mostly scale).
However, due to a fortuitous coincidence I found myself working with Mike
Parker a few years ago and inevitably his infectious enthusiasm and boisterous
influence drew me into the free flight fraternity.
After a very hesitant start (from scratch really) I found that I was enjoying the
hobby more than ever and since then my enthusiasm has grown from strength
to strength.
This has been very much due to the unstinting help and encouragement from
everyone that I have encountered.

Even the most famous of ’names’ have been free withhelp and advice. In what other walk of life would you find this
refreshing attitude?
It was Mike who cajoled me into having a go at editing this electronic newsletter, which will not be issued on a fixed monthly
basis, but whenever there is sufficientmaterial to justify an issue.
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Guest Editorial Feb.2010:
Just in case it escaped your notice on page one, theNew Clarionhas a guesteditor this issue. Our editor Vic Wiilson has
reluctantly had to pass thereins to myself for this issue as he is currently in hospital. I’m sure I speakfor you all
when I wish him well. I trust that I will not let him down and if,in the words of Ernie Wise, you fail to see the join,
then I’ll be a happy man.
Editorial Apl. 2010:
It saddens me to report that our founding editor Vic Willson has died. Hisstruggle with cancer ended on Sunday
March 14th, he will be sorely missed. Icannot claim to haveknown him well, our friendship was mainly through e-mail
communications concerning the New Clarion, I did have passing conversations atWallop but never had the pleasure of flying
alongside him, due I think, to Vicarriving early and myself late. I still claim the honour of calling him a friend.SAM1066
and many other modellers are indebted to Vic for the�New Clarion�. When asked to produce an occasional newsletter,
bang, he immediatelyproduced a monthly magazine to be proud of. In taking up the reins asyour neweditor, I hope I can
do justice to the legacy that Vic has left behind.
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PEWA CO2 Racing Engine box lid Box contents showing the kit of parts.
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Peanut Scale Clutton FRED. Weight without rubber 10.5g
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Coupe Europa
Place Entrant Club Score

1 D.Jiricny Birmingham 12
2 A.Brocklehurst B&W 9
3 B.Hobbs Oxford 8
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1 A. Brocklehurst B&W 8 8 7 12 7 12 9 56

2 D. Jiricny Birmingham 6 2 4 7 9 7 12 45

3 G. Manion Birmingham 12 12 3 8 8 43

4 C. Chapman B&W 5 6 6 12 8 37

5 R. Vaughn Crookham 5 9 5 8 27

6 B. Hobbs Oxford 3 6 3 5 8 25

7 D. Thomson Croydon 7 1 4 4 7 23

8 R. Fryer Oxford 5 9 6 20

= I. Davitt Moreley 8 12 20

10 B. Dennis Oxford 3 9 6 18

11 R. Elliott Croydon 2 9 6 17

12 A. Crisp Oxford 7 3 5 15

13 M. Marshall Impington 5 3 5 13

= P. Hall Crookham 2 5 4 2 13

15 C. Foster Morley 12 12

= S. Willis Croydon 12 12

17 P. Woodhouse Morley 4 7 11

18 C. Redrup Crookham 9 1 10

= A. Moorhouse Vikings 1 9 10

20 R. Ewing USA 9 9

21 D. Norwood 8 8

22 M. Stagg B&W 1 2 4 7

23 W. Butler Crookham 4 1 5

24 K. Taylor E.Grinstead 3 3

25 B. Silcocks B&W 2 2

= T. Winter CVA 2 2

27 S. Fielding Morley 0

= B. Taylor E.Grinstead 0

= K. Best Birmingham 0

= P. Ball Grantham 0

= J. Paton Crookham 0
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The North American F-82 Twin Mustang is the last American piston-engined fighter ordered into production
by the United States Air Force. Based on the North American P-51 Mustang, the F-82 was originally designed
as a long-range escort fighter for the Boeing B-29 Superfortress in World War II. The war ended well before
the first production units were operational.

In the postwar era, Strategic Air Command used the aircraft as a long-range escort fighter. Radar-equipped F-
82s were used extensively by the Air Defense Command as replacements for the Northrop P-61 Black Widow
as all-weather day/night interceptors. During the Korean War, Japan-based F-82s were among the first USAF
aircraft to operate over Korea. The first three North Korean aircraft destroyed by U.S. forces were shot down
by F-82s, the first being a North-Korean Yak-11 downed over Gimpo Airfield by the USAF 68th Fighter
Squadron.

Design and development
Initially intended as a very long-range (VLR) escort fighter, the F-82 was designed to escort Boeing B-29
Superfortress bombers on missions exceeding 2,000 mi (3,200 km) from the Solomon Islands or Philippines
to Tokyo, missions beyond the range of the Lockheed P-38 Lightning and conventional P-51 Mustangs. Such
missions were part of the planned U.S. invasion of the Japanese home islands, which was forestalled by the
surrender of Japan after the atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki and the opening of Soviet attacks on
Japanese-held territory in Manchuria.

Performance
Maximumspeed:461mph(742km/h,401kn)
at21,000ft (6,400m)
Cruisespeed:286mph(460km/h,249kn)
Range:2,240mi(3,600km,1,950nmi)
Serviceceiling:38,900ft (11,900m)

Armament
Guns:6 .5in(12.7mm)M3Browningmachineguns
Rockets:255 in(130mm)rockets
Bombs:41,000lb(450kg)bombs

Role
Long-range escort fighter
Night fighter
All-weather interceptor

National origin United States
Manufacturer North American Aviation
First flight 15 June 1945
Introduction 1946
Retired 1953
Primaryuser United States Air Force
Number built 272
Developed from North American P-51 Mustang
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In October 1943, the North American Aircraft design team began work on a fighter design that could travel
over 2,000 mi (3,200 km) without refueling. It consisted of a twin-fuselage design, parallel to the experimental
German Messerschmitt Bf 109Z "Zwilling." Although based on the lightweight experimental XP-51F, which
would later become the P-51H Mustang, it was actually a new design. North American Design Chief Edgar
Schmued incorporated two P-51H Mustang fuselages lengthened by the addition of a 57 in (1,400 mm)
fuselage plug located behind the cockpit where additional fuel tanks and equipment could be installed. These
were mounted to a newly designed center wing section containing the same six .50 caliber (12.7mm) M3
Browning machine guns as a single-engine Mustang, but with more concentrated fire.
The first XP-82 prototype was equipped with a removable centerline gun pod housing eight additional .50
caliber M3 Brownings, but this did not feature on production aircraft. An even more powerful centerline gun
pod containing a 40 mm (1.6 in) cannon was considered, but was never built.[1] The outer wings were
reinforced to allow the addition of hard points for carrying additional fuel or 1,000 lb (450 kg) of ordnance.
The two vertical tails were also from the XP-51F, but incorporated large dorsal fillets for added stability in
case of an engine failure. The aircraft had a conventional landing gear with both wheels retracting into bays
under each fuselage center section.
The XP-82 was to be powered by two Packard-built Rolls-Royce V-1650 Merlin engines. Initially, the left
engine was a V-1650-23 with an additional gear in the propeller reduction box to allow the left propeller to
turn opposite to the right propeller, which was driven by the more conventional V-1650-25. In this arrangement
both propellers would turn upward as they approached the center wing, which in theory would have allowed
better single-engine control. This proved not to be the case when the aircraft refused to become airborne during
its first flight attempt. After a month of work North American engineers finally discovered that rotating the
propellers to meet in the center on their upward turn created sufficient drag to cancel out all lift from the center
wing section, one quarter of the aircraft's total wing surface area. The engines and propellers were then
exchanged, with their rotation meeting on the downward turn, and the problem was fully solved. The first XP-
82 prototype (44-83886) was completed on 25 May 1945, and made the type's first successful flight on 26 June
1945. This aircraft was accepted by the Army Air Forces on 30 August 1945, whose officials were so impressed
by the aircraft, while still in development, that they ordered the first production P-82Bs in March 1945, fully
three months before its first flight.
The XP-82 prototypes, and production P-82Bs and P-82Es, retained both fully equipped cockpits so that pilots
could fly the aircraft from either position, alternating control on long flights, while later night fighter versions
kept the cockpit on the left side only, placing the radar operator in the right position.
Although some P-82B airframes were completed before the end of World War II, most remained at the North
American factory in California waiting for engines until 1946. As a result, none saw service during the war.
Like most versions of the P-51 Mustang, the first two prototype XP-82s as well as the next 20 P-82B models
were powered by British-designed Rolls-Royce Merlin engines, re-engineered for increased durability and
mass-production, and built under license by Packard. These provided the fighter with excellent range and
performance; however, the Army had always wanted to give the Twin Mustang a purely American and stronger
engine than the foreign-designed P-51's V-1650 (built at Packard plants, dismantled after the war). In addition,
the licensing costs paid to Rolls-Royce for each V-1650 were being increased by Britain after the war. It
therefore negotiated in August 1945 with the Allison Division of the General Motors Corporation for a new
version of the Allison V-1710-100 engine.[2] This forced North American to switch subsequent production P-
82C and later models to the lower-powered engines. It was found that Allison-powered P-82 models
demonstrated a lower top speed and poorer high-altitude performance than the earlier Merlin-powered
versions. The earlier P-82B models were designated as trainers, while the "C" and later models were employed
as fighters, making the P-82 one of the few
aircraft in U.S. military history to be faster in
its trainer version than the fighter version.
In 1948, the 3200th Proof Test Group at Eglin
AFB, Florida, fitted the 4th F-82B Twin
Mustang with retractable pylons under the
outer wings capable of mounting 10 High-
Velocity Air Rockets (HVAR) each, which
folded into the wing undersurface when not in
use. This installation was not adopted on later
models, the standard "tree" being used instead.
The 13th aircraft was experimentally fitted
with a center wing mounted pod housing an
array of recon cameras, and was assigned to the
3200th Photo Test Squadron, being designated,
unofficially, the RF-82B.
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Results

F1G
Dusan Jiricny 3.52
Alan Brocklehurst 3.00
Ben Hobbs 0.41
Martin Stagg 0.00

Vintage Coupe
Tony Shepherd  (Etienvre) 3.00

SAM 1066 Combined Vintage/ Classic Glider
David Cox   (Hyperion) 4.30
David Etherton  (Inch Worm) 2.35

SAM 1066 Mini Vintage
David Cox (Nord) 4.30
Nick Peppiatt  (Pinocchio) 4.22
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