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F1G
Place Entrant Time Fly-off

1, Ivan Taylor 600 +136

2nd, Chris Chapman 600 +97

31, Alan Brocklehurst 588

4t Richard Fryer 580

5, Roy Vaughn 336

6™, Ben Hobbs 240

6", Martin Stagg 240

8", Wayne Butler 169

g, Peter Hall 120

Vintage
Place Entrant Time Fly-off

1, Gavin Manion 5.40

2nd, Jim Paton 5.11

31, Richard Fryer 5.02
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by pylonius

This column, as always, at pains to instil

A spirit of peace and friendly goodwill

5:_4 st would seem that some may dissent
rom endorsing this claim of kindly intent),

Offers its rﬁf.r, if r.:fv exist,

Seasonal Grestings with a topical twist :

Best wishes abroad to the dear F.A.L.,

Who make up the rules, but don’t tell us why.
gngtamwmm&mww here,
electi teams no longer appear.
To the keen contest a word of good cheer

i;ﬁm he partakes %e and beer,
ot to forget as a ** seasonal *' hi

The training demands of the five-flighted sprint.
And to our Realist friend, just ons purist plea :
Not to imbibe of the liquor too free,

For worse than the pylons to fright and appal
Are little pink creatures—not real at all.

We greet all the boffins and the whole expert clique,
Wha never fly Is, but know how they tick ;
And all the unknowns who foster the trade, .
Purchasing kits which never are made.

Having thus greeted all manner of bod,
We leave to ths end the average type mod,
Rcwvifggammzf:' ially for him :
May the light of hi. never grow dim.

Debatable Points

We trust that the models of the experts who attended
the recent Model Aeronautical Conference go as far above
our heads as the high flown subjects they learnedly
discussed. Just to take one of the awesome items on the

: “The Application of Model Techniques to
Full Size Investigation ;” to our uninformed mind this
conjures up all manner of weird fantasies, although
possibly to the serious aeronautical student there is some
deeper import than tissue covered Viscounts and C/L
fighters. Even so, we cannot shake off the frightening
impression of London rt organised on the basis
of an Area Eliminator, or the fearful echo of the derisive
cheers of the flying field ghouls as someone prangs a
' million pound pmtotygc.

But to come right down to earth, we submit for the
benefit of the lowbrow denizens of the cabl patch, an
outline %‘1 ou:ct;udrn more praca:;:i]cla.l modofil cll: . erence :

1. “ The emic a to m ing : papers
on basic flight with dorl:l:;o lines for folding?zng

. Broces Minor.

-+ 2. “Model Engine tests, including elementary first aid
and a study of the self sucking digital protector.’

' - 0. O. Oucs.

3. “ Rockets—First principles in the official avoidance
of reactionary projectiles with some notes on the passing

of babies.” :
: A. N. Y. Sec.
.4 “Radio Control and the new licensing laws. First
.+ steps in the understanding of Greek.”
P. O, Jarcon,

g°-«=)-¢C£a=r8°)°~n2=afjtf

5. “ Téam' racing as an adult recreation, with illus-
trations on the care and maintenance of the Dan Dare
Water Pistol.”

1. Pranxs,

Olympian Heights

The F.A.L,, having failed to eliminate the luck hazard
in international contests, have had the good sense to
abandon all hope of a straight battle of skill, and, with the
introduction of the five flight rule, to leave the issue to
depend on the athletic prowess of the retrieving squads.
mﬁm of the fact was displayed by our ﬁmmcan
fri in dubbing the Wakefield and Power Finals, the
1954 Model Air Olympics.

ncidentally,. a study of that much ballyhooed event—
aa:ticula.rly tze Beauty Queen—brings home the sobering

t that we in this country have much to learn in the art
of contest organising. When a similar event was held over
here we became so ed in all the petty details
concerning the choice of a first-class airfield, on-the-spot
ac ation, catering facilities, etc., that we thought-
lessly overlooked the more serious essential features,
such as the election of a beauty queen, a fly past of jet
planes, and a grand parade of all the contestants,

Perhaps, if the opportunity again presents itself, we can
make amends by staging a real super-do at Wembley
stadium. This would not only provide the necessary
Olympic atmosphere, but would suitably accommodate
the beauty queens, brass bands, V.I.P.s and other
ﬁm_‘sonnel 50 necessary to the modern demands of model

ying.

Possibly, as a concession to its model origins, the event
could include a retrieving marathon. A chuck giider
could be rigged up on the electric hare system, and
competitors sent off in hot pursuit. The first one to com-
plete five three-minute circuits of the track to be declared
champion and presented with a gold spangled beauty

queecn.

From Club News comes a report of someone ‘° using a
L]

- long d/t in order to fish for a thermal.

This seems to be quite an original sort of angle, but the
general tactics seem to be somewhat at fault. According
to expert thermalologists the surest way of obtaining a bite
is to leave the d/t off altogether. The thermal, it seems, is
particularly allergic to. a scorched nimbus.

A really cunning dodge is to use a concealed fuse—that
should fool even the wiliest thermal.

it Y

“Well 2. You said *Fetch a Camel” 1"

Jooouotdo
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At the beginning, it is hard to realize you are on board a Zeppelin; the comfort and

protection from the weather, the spaciousness, the elegance and neat equipment of the
well-appointed cabins, the deference of the ship’s company who are only too ready to
help, awake in you a new conception of pleasurable travel.

Airship Voyages Made Easy, Deutsche Zeppelin Reederei

Man-made air monsters, as big as our greatest skyscrapers, will ride the ocean skyways
like mighty silver-plated hotels magically floating on high. London will be within two
dawns of Broadway We shall skim the icy rim of the world in weekend sightseeing
jaunts to the North Pole and roar around the earth in a week.

‘Two Days to Europe in a Flying Hotel' The American Magazine, May 1930

ollowing on from the triumphant first
i1 transatlantic roundtrip of the LZ127 Graf
Zeppelin the second westward hop across
 the pond almost ended in disaster before
Eit had barely begun. The airship departed
- from Friedrichshafen on the morning of
6 May 1929 and was making headway
| towards the Mediterranean, aided by the
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i < The Graf Zeppelin
: arriving at Lakehurst,
N | New Jersey.

Mistral winds, when one of the engines towards Gibraltar when a second engineé
failed. In itself this was no great problem as gave up. With only three out of five
the Graf often flew with only four engines engines operational, he knew that they had
to save on fuel. Eckener was pushing on to return to Friedrichshafen, but by then




» Route of the Graf
Zeppelin's historic 1929
round-the-world flight.

The ride on the big
transatlantic Zeppelins
was so smooth that a
popular pastime with

passengers was to :

balance a pencil on its
end to see how long
it remained upright
without falling over.
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they were flying into the increasingly strong

winds. The following morning they were ' i

still struggling to make headway when two
of the remaining Maybach engines stopped.
Eventually Eckener made a landing at the
airship base of Cuers-Pierrefeu, in southern
France, to wait for replacement engines
from Germany.

For some commentators this incident was
an indication of the airship's vulnerability,
but to Eckener it merely confirmed that
airships could safely overcome such
difficulties in flight. To prove the point,
the next voyage of the Graf Zeppelin was
to be the most ambitious and remarkable
airship journey ever undertaken: a voyage
around the world. Because the financing
for this flight was coming from the wealthy
American newspaper publisher William
Randolf Hearst, Eckener was required to

i < This German
: publication shows
: the arrival of the Graf

i the longest leg of the

: Zeppelin in Tokyo after

 round-the-world flight.
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A The exploits of the
German-built Graf

Zeppelin celebrated on an :
American postage stamp.

UNITED

| STATES POSTAGE

- begin and end the circumnavigation in
 the USA. Accordingly, on 1 August 1929,
the Graf headed to Lakehurst, New Jersey,

 before officially beginnihg the first leg of

> > Following the
successful conclusion

of the round-the-world
flight, Hugo Eckener and
his crew were celebrated
as modern-day heroes by
the New Yorkers,

the global flight which took her straight
 back to Germany.

On board were a number of specially

i invited guests and a contingent of reporters
iand cameramen. Lady Drummond Hay

and Karl von Weigand would provide
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reports for Hearst's newspapers, as they
had done on the first transatlantic crossing
the previous year At Friedrichshafen the
airship was refuelled for the longest part
of the flight, the 7,000-mile (11,260km)
leg across the Siberian wilderness to Japan.
When she landed at the Kasumigaura naval
air station in Tokyo, the Graf's passengers
and crew received a rapturous welcome.
They departed three days later to make
the first non-stop transpacific crossing,
landing at Mines Field in Los Angeles
before proceeding to Lakehurst. This had
been the first round-the-world flight by
any type of aircraft and, in the process,
the Graf Zeppelin had clocked up 19,500
miles (31,400km) from start to finish -
even more if you count the initial flight
from Germany to the USA. It had been a
phenomenal achievement which served to
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a cruise over southern Europe and into
Palestine in the spring of 1929, and the
following year she embarked on a polar
expedition to rendezvous with a Soviet
icebreaker deep within the Arctic Circle.
In May 1930 the Graf made her inaugural
trip over the South Atlantic to mark the
start of regular passenger services between
Germany and Brazil.

The Graf wasn't the only airship to make
its mark on the international stage. As we
have already seen, Britain's R34 had shown
the way across the Atlantic back in 1919,
the LZ126 had made a one-way crossing in

A In 1931 the Graf : establish the airship's apparent dominance 1924, and in 1930 the R100 completed the
lin fl : : : ;

?giﬁ;géﬁ;}’:’fg’r:’ - of long-distance travel at a time long double by flying to Canada and back. There

rendezvous with the - before passenger aircraft began operating were also the two Italian-built airships, N-1

Russian ice-breaker : :

Malygin. . across the oceans. Norge and N-4 [talia, which flew from
i There were other headline-grabbing Europe to North America over the polar
flights for the Graf Zeppelin including ice cap. Unlike the rigid giants, the N-1
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and N-4 are termed as semi-rigids as they il | << Poster for the

: Hamburg-America Line.

i The Graf was considered
¢ too small for the North

i Atlantic run to New York,
i and she mainly flew on

: the South Atlantic route

: between Germany and

' Brazil,

featured pressurised envelopes arranged
above a rigid keel - a design favoured
by the Italian airship pioneer General
Umberto Nobile. In 1925 Nobile had been
contacted by the Norwegian explorer Roald
Amundsen who planned to make the first
flight to the North Pole. The Italian airship
N-1 renamed as Norge (Norway), was of
medium size with a volume of 671,000cu
ft (19,000cu m) and a length of 348ft
(106m). As with the Zeppelins, she was
powered by Maybach engines, three of
them attached to the rigid keel which
also incorporated the control car other
accommodation and supplies.

The Norge set off from Rome on
29 March 1926, and flew via the UK i
and Oslo to Kings Bay on the island of Circle. On 11 May she departed with a:
Spitzbergen which lay within the Arctic team of seventeen on board, includingg
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Amundson, Nobile and Lincoln Ellsworth
of the USA. This international mix created
a conflict of egos and when the flags of
the three principal nations were dropped at
the North Pole there was some argument
about whose had been the biggest. All
went smoothly otherwise, and by the third
day the Norge had landed at the Eskimo

village of Teller in North Alaska, where it :
was dismantled as no arrangements had :

been made to fly her back to Europe.

General Nobile felt that this voyage did ;
not sufficiently reflect his country's role :
in the endeavour and so he mounted a :
second polar expedition with the slightly :

- t'-J" =
larger N-4 /talia in 1928. Alas, this attempt :

! A Italy's leading airship
: figure was General

ended in disaster when the she became

weighed down by ice and crashed leaving :
i y : of the N-7 Norge and N-4
only nine of the men alive and stranded : |, sem,_”-g,fa,-,smps_
on the ice cap. In the ensuing rescue :

mission Amundsen was killed when his @ € TheN7Norgeat
: Pulham, Norfolk, on its

search aircraft crashed The survivors of the :

: Circle for the first crossing

Italia's crew, including Nobile himself were : of the North Pole from

eventually rescued but instead of receiving :
; : L in 1926,
a hero's welcome, Nobile returned to Italy - 5
in disgrace and he later moved to the !

: - ; : o1 at the landing field
Soviet Union to continue his work with : 3t Riscife, riear Rlo de
i Janeiro, in 1934.

semi-rigid airships.

e

Umberto Nobile, designer

way north to the Arctic

Europe to North America

<€« The Graf Zeppelin
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Tony Shepherd abdtﬁtenjoy a really good flight, Lée, visiting from Bromley
with virtually no trimming. Well, he is chairman. with some well detad scale models.

Lee s hanger Paul Lovéjoy
with a model he says is now better suited to outdoors,
because it likes to go ugand probably away)

Ted Horsey s hanger. Chris Belcher ith a foamy



X

Dave Etherton s hanger Dave Etherton with  Lil Sister . Built from a plan
in the relaunched Aeromodeller a few years back.

BnanStlchbury with model

ooobooood
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Review

The 1948 * Model En-
gineer ”* Exhibition closed
‘neeh ’’ its doors on Saturday,
&W»&&u August 28th, after ten
Exhibition days of record attendances,
which indicated that the
fascination of modelling is not waning but actually
growing in strength in spite of the difficulties which
face us today.

This is a gratifying result, but what is still more
gratifying is the marked improvement in the standard
of work evident on the exhibits in general and on the
flying model aircraft in particular.

In the pages of this journal we have always stressed
the value of good workmanship in obtaining the best
possible results with aircraft, and it is therefore with
considerable pleasure that we observed this general
improvement in the exhibits.

A marked change was noticeable in the * Solid

( Jhe Model

section of the model aircraft section in that the

number and quality of the solid scale entries was
appreciably below previous standards and for the
first time since the war the model aircraft champion-
ship was not annexed by the solid modellers. This
confirms the fact observed in other directions that
there has been a steady decline in interest in solids
since the end of hostilities.

There was evidence of increasing activity and
development on the radio-control side of aero-
modelling and the L.S.A.R.A. were demonstrating
their latest receiver on the S.M.A.E. stand, which
provides proportional control as distinct from the full
“on” and “off ” action of the usual solenoid and
selector mechanism employed hitherto. This should
enable models to be controlled with a similar “ feel
to fullsize machines.

We were also pleased to see that the Radio Control
Society is still progressing with its good work of
development and that they are pursuing their
experiments with the radio control of model aircraft
to the stage where they have a model operating
successfully.

. An interesting commercial set was on display on
the stand of H. J. Nichols Ltd., employing the
solenioid and selector scheme but fitted with a most

ingenious selector mechanism which enables the
control movements to be carried out in any desired
sequence. ;

The demonstrations of control-line flying in the

" arena of the circular track was again an extremely

popular feature, and here two new features were in
evidence. David Jackson, of J.’s Model Centre,
was successfully demonstrating the flying of a .
seaplane off the water-trough—a no mean feat.
The other new feature was the demonstration every
evening of control-line aerobatic flying by members
of the SM.A.E. affiliated clubs—chiefly the West
Essex Club. Nearly all the evolutions in the S.M.A.E.
contest schedule were being demonstrated and,
considering the fact that the line length employed is
only 20 ft., it will be realised that a very high degree
of skill on the part of the operator was called for.

Amongst the trade stands the model aircraft trade
was well represented, E. Keil and Co. Ltd. having
a most attractive stand adjacent to the circular track,
and that old stager, C. A. Rippon, reappearing on the
stand of Model and Air Sports. Newcomers to the
exhibition were H. J. Nichols Ltd. and Wilmot
Mansour & Co. Ltd., while Mills Bros. (Model
Engineers) Ltd. displayed a fine selection of their
popular engines, and J.'s Model Centre and Cart-
wright's Model Supplies Ltd. both had attractive
displays of their well-known lines.

With a record entry in the model aircraft section,
as in the other sections, this exhibition was undoubt-
edly the best of the whole series of 22, and it was
abundantly evident that more accommodation will
be required for the next exhibition if interest in it
continues to grow at the present rate,

Power Hying

We would again draw

(4% an the attention of aero-
modellers in the London

Downs district that the flying-of

engine-driven models is not permitted on Epsom
Downs.

This reminder is prompted by complaints which
have been made to the authorities by residents in
the district who have been caused some annoyance
by modellers running engines for long stretches at a -
time and late into the evening. It would appear
that control-line enthusiasts are the chief offenders
in this respect. :

Permission has never been given for the flying of
power-driven models on Epsom Downs, and anyone
doing so is quite out of order. Permission has only
been granted for rubber-driven models and gliders.
. We believe that much of this power flying is
indulged in out of ignorance of the conditions
appertaining on this ground, but we would ask all
involved to refrain from flying power-driven models
of any sort or even running engines in this locality.

Failure to comply with these requirements is liable
to bring about a total ban on model aircraft on this
ground, and everyone concerned must take every
precaution to avoid this.

Jogboouododoobooboogo
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John Andrews and
THE RUGBY MODEL ENGINEERING SOCIETY
AERONAUTICAL SECTION
Part 6

Well hello folks, for the ever decreasing numbers of my readers who don't
flick over this page | have been digging in my old photo album, the quality of the
reproductions may be a little less than desirable but it should give a flavour of one
period of my less than illustrious modelling career.

' By 1954 | was an experienced aeromodeller, well | had lost at least two
freeflight jobs and one radio (control ?) model so I think | can make the claim. At
this time | was called to the colours of the Royal Corps of Signals (that’s posh for
national service) and after basic brainwashing | found myself posted, early in 1955,
to the Hong Kong Signal Regiment HQ on the island of Hong Kong. The layoff had
produced withdrawal symptoms and after a quick reference to the Aeromodeller |
found the model shop on the mainland, the Radar Co. Ltd. at 2 Observatory Road,
Kowloon, proprietor Vincent Wong. The model shop stock was soon depleted as |
prepared to build a control-line model, having secured the use of an army football
field on Hong Kong island as a flying field. During the course of my visits to the
shop | became friendly with Vincent and was invited to fly with him at the local
model club field at Sha Tin which was a short train ride up country.

] Vincent Wong the Hong Kong model shop proprietor
18 tunes his single channel radio on the model club field at Sha Tin.

The journey to the field was interesting in itself, first a short walk from
Murray Barracks down to the ferry, across the water to Kowloon on the mainland
and another shot walk to the railway terminus. The coaches on the train were
American style with rear end railed platforms and central doorways, we used to sit
in the rear coach in order that we could look out of the rear door as we departed
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on the joumey. As soon as the train cleared the station it entered a very long
tunnel through a mountain and looking out of the rear door we would watch the
tunnel entrance shrink in size as we progressed through the mountain. There was
an incline in the track and about haffway through the mountain the small distant
tunnel entrance would slowly disappear as we travelled on and | never got used to
the uncomfortable feeling as it became totally black behind. (I think | am a little
claustrophobic) Emerging from the tunnel was always pleasant and after a few
miles across the green valley we detrained at Sha Tin for another short walk to the
flying field.

The field itself was a small collection of football pitches but the mode/ club
owned or rented a nice whitewashed two story brickbuilt clubhouse which they
must have acquired shortly before my first visit. | surmised this as one of the
members, the British chief of the Kowloon fire station, congratulated Vincent on the
quality of the toilet paper remarking that it was good enough to cover models with.
The main activities were control-line and radio, | did not see any freeflight activity
but | did build a small rubber job myseff.

You may have guessed from my previous references to ‘we’ that | had
soon gathered a few interested fellow servicemen together and eventually helped
two of them to learn to fly control-line. To the best of my knowledge there were no
other aeromodellers in the services out there at that time.

My wife had shipped out to me my Elfin 2.49 which | put into an O/D C/L
stunt job that | took with me on my first visit to their flying field. It transpired that |
was a more capable C/L pilot than any of the Hong Kong clubmembers, the best of
them could only manage a few loops and very shaky inverted flight. My loops,
bunts, eight’s and solid inverted flying must have looked very impressive for the
Fire Chief offered to drive me up to the field the next weekend and brought with
him a collection of his control-line mode/s for me to fly.

The flying session that ensued was a little fraught, the first model flew well
until | got it inverted, the engine went sour and | was flying lap after lap slow
inverted switchbacking until | got enough speed for the half bunt back to level flight.
The flight of the second model was a complete disaster, the aircraft was going
really well, the Veco 19 on full song and | was going through my full repertoire
when, at the bottom of the outside loop half of an eight, the model pulled into the
deck with bits flying everywhere. | knew that the control system had failed and
investigating the wreckage showed the lines were still connected to the leadouts,
leadouts still on the bellcrank, pushrod to flap, flap to elevator but the bellcrank
mounting plate was no longer stuck to the airframe. | was in the clear and finally
flew the best model, a large Fox35 powered profile stunter which was the best
aircraft | had ever flown to that time. The performance of the big model got me
back to the model shop looking for a bigger engine for myself. | came away with
the latest from Japan, an OS35 Max. Il and this engine was a real eye-opener for
me. | built a 4 foot wingspan stunter for it and first flew it on a U-Reely control
handle. | let the lines out to about 60 feet for the first flight and the pull on the lines
was so great that | had to let out the lines using the brake whilst still flying. When |
pressed the lever to release the brake the plane shot out to about 70 feet all at
once and nearly pulled the handle out of my hand when the model hit the end of
the line. For the record, if memory is correct, the engine cost me HK$30 which at
1s/3d a dollar was about £1-7s-6d old money. | was so impressed that | bought a
second one which | brought home to the UK for John Bickerstaffe. 19
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The Hong Kong model shop with author and shop staff 1955

_.Vincent the shop owner had two pulse jet powered control-line scale models,
one powered by an American Dynajet and the other with a Japanese unit. The Japanese
unit was the easiest starter but would only do a couple of laps before cutting out whereas
the Dynajet was a pig to start but flew well when we got it going. Neither of the jets was
my favourite as | was the man on the stirrup pump in the starting crew. Second flight of
the Dynajet was the last as on landing the model was devoured by flames.

| don't seem to be able to recall any really significant incidents during my time in
the colony but there was one concerning a Jetex 50 model. Whilst at home in the UK my
friend lan and | made a habit of going to a nearby recreation ground on Boxing Day
mornings to fly some sort of freeflight, quite often we built 12 inch wingspan Jetex 50
powered chuck gliders with 1/8 sq. fuselage stick and pylon with wing and tail from 1/32
sheet. Boxing Day arrived whist | was in Hong Kong and in a fit of nostalgia | put one
together for the celebration. For some reason | can't recall | went with one of my mates to
fly it on a small sports field over the ferry in Kowloon, being Boxing Day our normal sports
field on the island was probably in use. In the UK the performance of these aircraft had
always followed the same pattern, slow puther (I made that word up) round until the Jetex
built up power then a bit of a climb finishing up spinning round on a wing tip at the end

20
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